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[Cu. VIIL 


KATA IMANHN 


8 Ila\w odv avtois ekadynoer [6*| “Incods héyav “Ey 


> \ a A l4 fe € > ~ > ss! 
eit TO GOS TOD KdcpoV' 6 aKodovMay por OV pH TeEpt- 


matnon ev TH oKoTia, GN eeu 7O Gos THS lunes. 


5 > uN Le, fas 
elmov ovv avT@ ot Dapioacor 


Xv mept ceavTov paptv- 


1 Omit 6 B. 


4, The after teaching (viii. 12—20) 
The Lord had applied to Him- 


self one of the typical miracles 


of the Exodus (vii. 37 ff.): in 
this section He seems to apply to 
Himself that of the fiery pillar. 
As “the light of the world” He 
is self-attested (v. 12f.). But 
for the apprehension of His 
nature sympathy is needed (14, 
15). At the same time even as 
the Lord’s judgement was an 
expression of the divine will, so 
His witness included that of the 
Father (vv. 16—18), who could 
be recognised by those who truly 
knew Christ (v. 19). 

12. Ilav. ovv attr. edad. 6 
"Ino. . . .| The opinions about 
Jesus were divided. The rulers 
were blinded by their prejudices, 
Jesus therefore traces back doubt 
and unbelief to want of inner 
sympathy with Himself. The 
differences of class (vii. 49) and 
province (vii. 52) on which the 
Pharisees had doubt are set aside. 
At the same time (radu, vii. 37) 
the second symbol of the festival 
was interpreted, 

airois] Not to the multitude 
of the pilgrims, but rather to 
the representatives of the Jewish 
party at Jerusalem (the Pharisees, 
v. 13; the Jews, vv. 22, 31). The 


words refer back to the subject 
of vii. 52. The “multitude” 
(vii. 20, 31, 32, 40, 43, 49), 
which figures throughout the last 
chapter, does not appear again 
till xi. 42. 

eddAnoe] This word compared 
with éxpagev (vii. 37) suggests an 
occasion of less solemnity, pro- 
bably after the Feast, but the 
time cannot be certainly deter- 
mined. 

"Eye ci. TO pds 7. Koop.| Lgo 
sum lux mundi v.; I am the 
light of the world. In the court 
of the women, where this dis- 
course was held (see v. 20), were 
great golden candelabra which 
were lighted on the first night 
of the Feast of Tabernacles, and 
perhaps on the other nights. 
The sight of these and the re- 
membrance of the light which 
they had cast over the otherwise 
unbroken gloom of the city seems 
to have suggested the figure. 
But the lamps themselves were 
only images of the pillar of light 
which had guided the people in 
the wilderness, just as the liba- 
tions (vii. 38) recalled the supply 
of water from the Rock. And 
it is to this finally that the words 
of the Lord refer. The idea 
of that light of the Exodus— 
transitory and partial—was now 








wlght of life. 


VER. 12, 13] 
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ACCORDING TO JOHN 


8 Again therefore Jesus 


spake to them, saying, 


I am the light of the world: he that followeth me 
shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the 


The Pharisees therefore said to him, 


Thou bearest witness concerning thyself; thy witness 


fulfilled in the living light of 
the world. Compare Isa. xli. 6, 
xlix.6; Mal. iv. 2; Luke i. 32. 
According to tradition “ Light” 
was one of the names of Messiah. 
Compare Lightfoot and Wiinsche, 
ad loc, The same title in all its 
fulness was given by the Lord 
to His disciples (Matt. v. 14); 
and St. Paul (Phil. ii. 15) speaks 
of Christians as “ luminaries” 
{dworjpes). God is “ Light ” 
absolutely (1 John i. 5). 

as] Compare Introd. 

7. koop.| of the world, not of 
one nation only, This thought 
went beyond the popular hope. 
Buxtorf (Lex. s.v. 13) quotes a 
remarkable saying from Talm. 
Hieros. Sabb. ch. 2, that ‘the first 
Adam was the light of the world.” 

6 dxoXov$.| The thought of 
the pilgrimage stillremains. The 
light is not for self-absorbed 
contemplation. It is given for 
action, movement, progress. 

év t. oxot.| The phrase does 
not simply describe an accom- 
panying circumstance of the 
movement, but the sphere in 
which it takes place. ‘The dark- 
ness” is opposed to the “light” 
(compare i. 5, xii. 46; 1 John ii. 
9, 11), and includes the concep- 


tions of ignorance, limitation, 
death. 

ee] shall have, not only shall 
look upon, or regard from a 
distance, but receive so that it 
becomes his own, a part of his 
true self. Comp. iv. 14, vi. 57. 
The Pauline phrase “in Christ,” 
or conversely “‘Christ in me,” ex- 
presses the fundamental thought. 

tT. Pos Tt. Lw.| lucem vite v. 5 
the light of life; the light which 
both springs from life and issues: 
in life; of which life is the essen- 
tial principle and the necessary 
result. Compare i, 4. Parallel 
phrases are 6 dpros t. wis (vi. 35, 
note) ; r. Vowp tT. Cwns, Rev. xxi. 6; 
t. EiAov 7. Cwys, Rev. xxii. 14; 
and perhaps 6 orédavos tr. Lwijs, 
James i. 12, 

13. 30 wept ocavr. papt.| This 
objection points to the very 
characteristic of Christ’s Being. 
It must be as they say because 
Christ is the light. The reality, 
the character of light, is attested 
by its shining, If men deny 
that it does shine, then there is 
no more room for discussion. 

) papt. gov ovk eat. adn] 
This is perhaps as much an in- 
dependent assertion as a conse- 
quence from the fact that the 
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amekptOn 


14 3 aA \ 4 9 a ) 2 A a \ 9 
Inoovs kat elmev avtois Kav éyw paptupw mept euav- 


Tov, adynOrjs éoTw 7 paptupia pov’, oT. oda mdbev 


HrAGov Kai Tod virdyw' welts dé ovK oldaTe THEY Epxo- 


“A lat e 4 
fear ) TOV ViTayw. 


DELS KATA THY OapKa KpiveTe, eyw 
5 Y 207 SW EIS / pee We aes 3 , € 
ov Kpivw ovdéva. Kail éav Kpivw Sé eyo, 4H Kpiows 7 


6 > \ nl 72 9 9 , 2 > 27 eve ‘ 
Eun a HUW) E€OTL, OTL fovos OUK Ell, eyw Kau 


€ / , 3 \ > “~ 4 oe AS. , 
Oo méuas pe [waryp®|. Kal ev TO vouw S€ TH vperépw 


Ws» y , 9 , e , > , > 
VEY PaTTat OTL dvo avOparrav v7] PapTupla adynOys €OTLV. 


> A a 
€yo elt 6 papTupav Tept euavTod Kal papTupel Tept 


1 4) wapr. mou adnOns éorw B, 


witness to Christ was from Him- 
self, and so formally imperfect. 
The Pharisees set their judgement 
against Hisassertion. He affirms 
a truth; they, as claiming equal 
right of knowledge, deny it. 
Lightfoot (ad loc.) gives some 
interesting examples of the ap- 
plication of the law of witness 
to a particular case (Rosh 
Hashanah, 1ff.). ‘No man,” 
it is said, ‘‘can give witness for 
himself” (Mishnah, Ketub. ii. 9). 

14, Kay ey papr. . . . ad7.] 
The reply meets the objection of 
the Pharisees. The witness of 
Christ to Himself was essentially 
complete, and they had not that 
equality of knowledge on which 
they presumed torely. A strong 
emphasis is thrown upon the 
pronoun (kay eyw...), to mark 
at once the peculiarity in the 
source and in the foundation of 
the witness. Compare v. 31. 
The “I” in the earlier passage 
marked the ,separate individu- 
ality ; here it warks the fulness 
of the whole Person. 

dAnOys| in point of fact, and 
not, as in xix. 35, in formal 
validity (a\yOw7). 


AnOhs NTA. 


2 3 
- a 


3 Omit rarjp N*D. 


dre oda] True witness even 
to a single fact in the spiritual 
life involves a knowledge of the 
past and of the future. In the 
past lie the manifold elements 
out of which the present grew; 
in the future lies the revelation 
of what the present implicitly 
contains. He can bear witness 
to himself who has such know- 
ledge of his own being. This no 
man has, but the Son has it, 
and in virtue of it He can reveal 
the Father. Comp. xvi. 28. 

tp. ... ovK oid....] To such 
knowledge the Pharisees could 
lay no claim. They could not 
even discern the immediate 
spiritual relationship of the Lord 


_to the unseen order (7d0ev épx- 


ovat. ..), and still less the 
mystery of the Incarnation (7d6ev 
HAGov . . .) which underlay it. 

15. The thought of “know- 
ledge” passes into that of ‘judge- 
ment.” The Pharisees had not 
the knowledge, nor could they 
in their present state gain the 
knowledge. They judged after 
the flesh (comp. 2 Cor. v. 16). 
They were content to form their 
conclusions on an _ imperfect 





uis not true. 


Vur, 14—18] 


Jesus 


answered and 
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said to them, 


Even if I bear witness concerning myself, my witness 
is true; because I know whence I came, and whither 
I go; but ye know not whence I come, or whither 


wI go. 


Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 


i yea and if I judge, my judgement is true, because 
I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 
7 And even in your law it is written, that the witness 


i3of two men is true. 


external, superficial examination. 
Without feeling any necessity 
for deeper or wider insight, they 
decided according to the appear- 
ance of things; and so by that 
part of our nature which deals 
with appearances. Christ, on the 
other hand, though He embraced 
in this knowledge all the circum- 
stances, and aspects, and issues 
of life, judged no man. ‘The 
time for this was not yet; nor 
was this His work (xii. 47). 

The contrast in these words 
may be compared with that 
below in v. 23 (262). 

16. But this absence of judge- 
ment on Christ’s part was not 
from any defect in the complete- 
ness of His knowledge. For He 
adds, And even (vi. 51, note) of 
I judge, my judgement is true... 

aAnOuyn... dtc...| Notonly 
true as answering to the special 
facts (dAnOys v. 14), but true as 
satisfying our perfect conception 
of what judgement ought to be 
(comp. iv. 23, note, and xix. 35), 
because it is not an isolated or 
personal judgement, but a judge- 
ment springing out of a conscious 
union with the Author of all 
Truth. A saying given in Pirke 
Abobh (iv. 12) gives the charac- 
teristic thought which the Lord 


I am he that beareth witness 


meets: ‘‘ Judge not alone ('n!), 
for none may judge alone save 
ONE.” 

17. xk. ev 7. vow. S& 7. tu. ye 
ypamt....] And even in your 
law—the Law which is your 
law—it is writien . . . that the 
witness... The Pharisees had 
appealed to the Law; the Law 
then of which they claimed 
absolute possession (vii. 49) is 
shown to decide against them 
(Deut. xix. 15). The phrase 
does not in any way disparage 
or set aside the Law as a divine 
revelation, but marks the Jewish 
claim (v. 56, 6 rarhp tpuor). 

yéyparrat| The form used here 
is found in St. John of the old 
Scriptures only in this place 
(compare xx. 31). It is the 
common form of citation in other 
books. St. John elsewhere uses 
the resolved form (yeypappevor , 
eoriv), which is read here by 
Cod. Sin.; ii. 17, note, x. 34, 
(xv. 25). 

dvo avOp.| The word dvOpawv 
does not occur in the original 
text or in the LXX. It appears 
to be introduced here to indicate 
the superior force of the divine 
witness. 

18, ey civ. 5 papr. . . . K. 
poprupec...| The change in the 
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1 Insert 6 ’Inoods XLA. 


form of the two clauses presents 
the difference of the mode in 
which the two witnesses give 
their testimony. He that gave 
the witness was one, but through 
Him the Father also spake and 
wrought: ‘‘J am he that beareth 
witness ; and, at the same time, 
in and through me, the Father 
beareth witness to me, so that 
your objection loses its point.” 
The witness of the Father from 
whom Christ came was given not 
merely in the miracles done but 
in the whole ministry of the 
Son. 

19. ddceyov otv .. .] The ap- 
peal to an absent, unseen wit- 
ness did not satisfy the Pharisees. 

Ilot €or. 0 wat. oov;| The 
form of the question shows the 
spirit of the questioners. They 
do not say “‘ Who is thy Father?” 
as if they were in uncertainty as 
to the reference, but ‘ Where 

.?” implying that a reference 
to one whom they could not look 
upon and interrogate was of no 
avail for the purpose of the 
argument. 

Outre ewe oid. ovre . . .| The 
question was futile. The mere 
fact that it was put showed that 
the true answer to it could not 


. be given or received, There must 


2 Insert 6’Inoods TA. 


be knowledge of what we seek 
before we can profitably ask 
where to seek it. 

With this question and answer 
the question of Philip and the 
answer given to it may be con- 
trasted, xiv. 8 ff. 

20. ev tr. yalopvAakiw| in gazo- 
phylacio v. The Treasury was 
in the Court of the women, the 
most public part of the temple 
(compare Mark xii. 41 ff.; Luke 
xxi, 1). The mention of the 
locality adds force to the notice 
of the Lord’s immunity from 
violence which follows. For the 
Sanhedrin held their sittings 
ordinarily in the chamber Gazith, 
which was situated between the 
Court of the women and the 
inner Court. So Jesus continued 
to teach within earshot of His 
enemies. 

didack.] Contrast Acts xxiv. 
12. 

k. ovdeis . . .| and yet no man 
. .. The strange contrast is ex- 
pressed by the simple juxtaposi- 
tion of the facts: » 55, i. 10, 
iii. 19, 32, vi. 70, vil. 4, 30, ix. 30, 
xvi. 32, xx. 19. 

ériac. avt.| took him, as in 
vii. 30, 32, 44, ete. 

% Gpa adr.| Comp. ii. 4, vii. 
30, xii. 1, note. 


1» beareth witness concerning me. 
-to him, Where is thy Father? 


eome, ye would know my Father also. 


21 


Ver. 19—21] 
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concerning myself, and the Father that sent me 


They said therefore 
Jesus answered, 


Ye know neither me, nor my Father: if ye knew 


These words 


spake he in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: 
and yet no man took him; because his hour was not 


yet come. 


He said therefore again to them, I go away, 
and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sin: 


5. The trial of true and false faith 
(2 ) 


This section describes the 
spiritual crisis in the preaching 
to Israel. It consists of two 
parts. The first part (21—30) 
contains the distinct presentation 
of the one object of faith with 
the declaration of the conse- 
quences of unbelief (v. 24). This 
is closed by the notice of a large 
accession of disciples (v. 30). The 
second part (31—58) gives an 
analysis of the essential character 
and issues of selfish belief and 
false Judaism. This is closed by 
the first open assault upon the 
Lord with violence (v. 59). 

21—30. The subject of these 
verses is that which had been 
already partly announced at the 
feast (vii. 33 ff.), Christ shows 
the momentous issues which 
hang upon His brief sojourn 
with the Jews (v. 21), who are 
essentially opposite to Him in 
character (v. 23), and therefore 
only to be delivered by trans- 
forming faith in Him (v. 24). 
At present a plainer revelation 
of Himself was impossible (v. 
25 f.); but hereafter all would 


be made clear (v. 28). Mean- 
while His work was His witness 
(v. 29). And this some were 
enabled to accept (v. 30). 

21. Eiz. oy wédkw ...| He 
therefore — because while He 
was still able to speak freely 
(v. 20), there was yet time and 
opportunity for some at least 
to gain the knowledge which 
they lacked—said again to them, 
as He had said betore, vii. 34, 
but now with a more distinct 
and tragic warning, J go my 
way, and ye shall seek me, and 
shall die in your sin. 

avrois| v. 12, note. 

“ntnoeré pe] queritis me v. 
The emphasis lies (as in vii. 34) 
upon the word seek. ‘There is 
no contrast here between “ye” 
and “me.” ‘The search was the 
search of despair under the pres- 
sure of overwhelming calamity ; 
and the issue was not failure 
only but death, and death in 
sin, for the search under false 
motives, with false ends, was 
itself sin, an open, utter aban- 
donment of the divine will. 

T. dpaptia tu.| your sin. The 
sin was one in its essence, though 
its fruits were manifold (v. 24). 
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1 Omit of NI. 


Hence the order here is, ‘in 
your sin shall ye die,” while in 
v. 24 the emphasis is transposed 
(“ye shall die in your sins”). 
drov eyo tr. tp. od duv. dO. | 
whither I go, ye cannot come. 
Compare vii. 34 (where am... .). 
Here the contrast of persons is 
distinctly marked, as containing 
the ground of separation. When 
the same words are applied to 
the disciples (xiii. 33) the im- 
possibility of following is shown 
to be for a time only (xiii. 36). 

22. éArcy. ov ot “lovd.] The 
Jews, who were the speakers also 
in vii. 35, therefore said, in 
scornful contempt of such an 
assumption of superiority. The 
repetition of the imperfect (ée«- 
yov, €leyev contrasted with cizev, 
21, 24, 28) marks the record as 
a compressed summary. 

Myru (iv. 29, note) azoxr. éavr. 
ore... .| numquid interficiet semet- 
ipsum quia ...v. The bitterness 
of the mockery, like the sternness 
of the denunciation, is increased 
(vii. 35). The questioners assume 
that no way can be open to 
Jesus which is not equally open 
to them, unless it be the way to 
Gehenna opened by self-murder. 
Thither indeed they could not 
follow Him. By the Jews suicide 


was placed on the same level 
with murder, Josephus, B. J. 
m1. 8 (14), 5; and the darkest 
regions of the world below were 
supposed to be reserved for those 
who were guilty of the crime 
(adns Séxerar Tas Wuxds TKOTLWTEpOS, 
Jos. l.c.). 

23. The Lord meets the taunt 
of His opponents by developing 
that difference of nature in which 
lay at once the cause of their 
inability to follow Him, and the 
cause of their inability to under- 
stand Him. He and they be- 
longed essentially to different 
regions; the spring of their life, 
the sphere of their thoughts, 
were separated from the spring 
and the sphere of His by an 
infinite chasm. The difference 
was equally great whether it 
was regarded in its final source 
or in its present manifestation. 
The circumstances of earthly life 
give scope for the embodiment 
of two characters absolutely op- 
posed. For earthly life lies 
between and in connexion with 
two orders, and it includes in 
itself two orders. It may be 
swayed by higher or lower in- 
fluences; it may be fashioned 
on a fleeting or on an eternal 
type. And between these there 


VER, 22—25] 


2 Whither I go, ye cannot come. 
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The Jews therefore 


said, Will he kill himself, that he saith, Whither 
2I go, ye cannot come? And he said to them, Ye 
are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this 
2 world; I am not of this world. I said therefore to 
you, that ye shall die in your sins: for except ye 
% believe that I am, ye shall die in your sins. They 


can be no fellowship. There can 
be in the way of nature no pas- 
sage from the one to the other. 

‘Yp. €k t. Kdto toté| vos de 
deorsum estis v.; ye are from 
beneath. Your whole being in 
its deepest principles is drawn 
from the powers of the lower, 
sensual realm; you are “ flesh 
of flesh” (iii. 6). Comp. James 
iil. 15 ff. For the phrase efvat éx 
see v. 47, xviii. 37. 

€y> & 7. dvw civil ego de 
supernis sum v.; drawing every 
inspiration, every feeling, every 
judgement from heaven (comp. 
Col. iii. 1 f.). 

DL. EK TOUT. T. KOOP. eor.] ye are 
of this world, true children of the 
fleeting order which you can see. 

€y® odk ei. €k T. KOo[ Tour. | 
L am not of this world, but the 
bringer in of a new and spiritual 
order, to which entrance can be 
gained only by a new birth. 

24. cix. otv .. .] I said there- 
fore, because this fatal chasm 
Separates you from my true 
home and from the region of 
life, that ye shall die—here the 
emphasis is changed and lies upon 
the end “death,” and not upon 
the state “sin”—in your sins, 
which in their varied form reveal 
the presence of the one fatal 
source (v. 21). For there is but 
one mode of escape from death, 
one means of obtaining life, one 


“way ” of approaching the Father 
by which earth and heaven are 
united, even fellowship by Faith 
with Him who is, and who has 
become man, and unless ye be- 
heve that I am, ye shall die in 
your sins. 

ore €yd ei] not simply “ thaé 
I am the Messiah,” such as your 
imagination has drawn for you; 
but far more than this, that Z 
am, that in me is the spring of 
life and light and strength; 
that I present to you the in- 
visible majesty of God; that I 
unite in virtue of my essential 
Being the seen and the unseen, 
the finite and the infinite. 

The phrase éyd «ius occurs 
three times in this chapter (vv. 
24, 28, 58; comp. xiii. 19), and 
on each occasion, as it seems, 
with this pregnant meaning. 
Compare Deut. xxxii. 39; Isa. 
xiii. 10, 

Elsewhere, in cases where the 
predicate is directly suggested by 
the context, this predicate simply 
is to be supplied; ch. ix. 9, xviii. 
5, 6, 8. Comp. vi. 20; Matt. 
xiv. 27; Mark vi. 50, xiv. 62; 
Luke xxii. 70. And so it is used 
of the Messiah: Mark xiii. 6; 
Luke xxi, 8. Cf. Acts xiii. 25. 

25. 3b ris ef;] The question 
corresponds with the general 
translation “I am.” The wish 
of the questioners is evidently to 


26 


27 


28 
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draw from the Lord an open 
declaration that He is “the 
Christ,” that is the Deliverer 
such as they conceived of him. 

T. apx. ore kK. AaAG tty ;] prin- 
cipium quia et loquor vobis v. 
Among the many interpretations 
of this most difficult phrase two 
appear to have chief claim to 
consideration : 

(1) Altogether, essentially, Iam 
that which I even speak to you. 
That is to say, My Person is my 
teaching. The words of Christ 
are the revelation of the Word 
Incarnate; and (2) How is it 
that I even speak to you at all? 
How is it that I so much as 
speak with you? That is to 
say, The question which you ask 
cannot be answered. The very 
fact that it is proposed makes it 
clear, as it has been clear before, 
that it is vain for me to seek to 
lead you by my words to a better 
knowledge of myself. 

Of these two the second inter- 
pretation, which was in the main 
that of the Greek fathers, seems 
to fall in best with the general 
sense of the dialogue. “O dé A€yet 
TOLOUTOV EoTL’ TOD OAWS dove Tov 
Aoyov TOV Tap’ eno dvdEvot core, 
pa) TL yé kal pabeiv 6 doTis ey eit 
tpels yap wavta repdlovres Pbey- 


yeoGe (Chrys.). 


3 Insert rov Gedy N*D. 
* Insert avrots NDXTA, 


Aikawa racxw, dynoiv, ote Kat 
Adyou map tudv eromncdpyv apxnv 
(Cyril). See Additional Note. 

26. We must suppose a pause 
after the last words, if they are 
taken interrogatively, and then 
the sad train of thought is con- 
tinued. The Jews, even if they 
had misunderstood the revela- 
tion which Christ had given of 
Himself, and were unworthy of 
any further manifestation of His 
Person—and indeed in virtue of 
this their grievous fault—fur- 
nished mauy subjects for teach- 
ing and judgement. In them 
unbelief was embodied. So the 
sentence follows: J have many 
things to say and to judge con- 
cerning you. The utterance of 
these judgements will widen the 
chasm between us. But they 
must be spoken at all cost; they 
are part of my divine charge; 
he that sent me is true; in His 
message there is no superfluity 
and no defect, and the things 
which I heard from Him, when 
I came on earth to do His will, 
these speak I into the world. 

adr ] It seems best to 
find the opposition (as above) in 
the anticipated failure of these 
further revelations. Others find 
in it a contrast between these per- 
sonal judgements and the Father’s 


VER. 26—28] 
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said therefore unto him, Who art thou? Jesus said 
unto them, How is it that I even speak to you at 
ssall?* I have many things to speak and to judge 
concerning you: howbeit he that sent me is true ; 
and the things which I heard from him, these speak 
27I into the world. They perceived not that he spake 


esto them of the Father. 


Jesus therefore said, When 


ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye 
perceive that I am, and that I do nothing of myself, 
but as the Father taught me, I speak these things. 


' or Essentially I am what I even speak to you. 


commission; as if the sense were: 
“but these self-chosen subjects 
must be set aside; He that...” 
In this case, however, the force 
of the affirmation of the “truth” 
of the Father appears to be 
lost. The general scope of the 
words seems to be that the 
divine message must be delivered 
whatever its immediate effect 
may be. 

nova] Comp. v. 28, note, 
xv. 15, note. 

AaAG cis tov «.] loquor in 
mundo v. The construction is 
very remarkable. It is not 
simply “address to the world,” 
but “speak into, so that the 
words may reach as far as, spread 
through, the world.” Christ 
stands, as it were, outside the 
world, mediating between two 
worlds. Comp. 1 Thess. ii. 9 
(cis ipas), iv. 8; Heb. ii. 3. 

7. obk éyvwoay . . .] non cog- 
noverunt v.; They perceived not 
- +. preoccupied as they were 
with thoughts of an earthly de- 
liverer, and perhaps with doubts 
as to the possibility that Jesus 
might have come to them from 
some one such as they looked 


for, who awaited the favourable 
time for his appearance, 

28. ciz. otv 6 "Inc. . . .] Jesus 
therefore said ... because He 
read their imaginations and knew 
why they were offended by His 
Person and teaching, When ye 
have lifted up the Son of man by 
the Cross to His throne of glory, 
then shall ye perceive at last— 
that Iam, and that I do nothing 
of myself ; perceive, that is, that 
my being alike and my action 
are raised above all that is 
limited, and in absolute union 
with God. 

iywo.| Compare xii. 32, note. 

yvaoecbe] Compare Ezek. vii. 
4, xi. 12, xii. 20. 

RQt) dagn’ moo] It is not un- 
likely that the verb begins a 
new sentence, and does not de- 
pend on the 67 of the previous 
clause: “you shall then perceive 
my true Nature. Yes, and in 
fact my whole work answers to 
a divine guidance.” 

am’ ¢uavr.]| Compare vy. 30, 
note, xv. 4, note. 

To . . . Tatra Aad] The 
present teaching was part of 
the appointed work of Christ. 
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The last phrase is not general, 
as if it were equivalent to ‘‘so 
I speak,” but is used with a 
specific reference to the revela- 
tions which the Lord was even 
now making. 

edidaé, ... 6 zatnp| The mis- 
sion of the Son is regarded as 
the point when He received all — 
that was required for His work. 
The teaching is so far looked 
upon as compressed into one 
supratemporal act, and gradually 
realised under the conditions of 
human life. 

Compare the use of jKovca 
(iii. 32, viii. 26, 40, xv. 15). On 
the other hand dxovw is used in 
regard to special acts (v. 30). 

29. The whole being of the 
Son was in absolute harmony | 
with the being of the Father, 
and the Father was personally | 
present with the Son. In one 
sense there was a separation at 
the Incarnation: in another 
sense there remained perfect 
unbroken fellowship. There was 
a “sending” and yet a “remain- 
ing together.” He that “sent” 
was still with Him that “ was 
sent.” The pregnancy of the 
phrase must be observed, 

Té pay yap (sc. per. epod cori) 
THS oixovopias: 70 O€ (sc. 6 méupas © 
pe) THs Ocornros (Chrys.). 

6 weuy. ... povov] He, even 
He that sent me, at that crisis 
left me not alone-—the new rela- 
tion was superadded to and did 


not destroy the old relation— 
and men themselves can see the 
signs of this abiding communion, 


because I—I (éyé), in the com- 
_ plete Person on which you look 
\—do always—not fitfully, uncer- 


tainly, partially—the things that 
| please Him. 

é7t] The word seems to be 
used here as in Luke vii. 47, to 
indicate the sign of the truth of 
the statement made, and not 
to give the ground of the fact 
stated. The perfect coincidence 
of the will of the Son with the 
will of the Father is presented as 
the effect, and not as the reason 
of the Father’s Presence. And 
yet here as always the two 
thoughts run into one another. 

Ta dpeara. avr. | que placita 


{| sunt ei v. The service is positive, 


active, energetic, and not only a 
| negative obedience, an abstention 
Krom evil. Comp. ‘1 John iii, 22; 
Exod. xv. 26; Isa. xxxviii. 3; 
Wisd. ix. 18. 

30. emt. cis ait.] believed on 
him in the fullest sense: cast 
themselves upon Him, putting 
aside their own imaginations and 
hopes, and waiting till He should 
show Himself more clearly. This 
,energy of faith in a person 
*(morevew eis) 18 to be carefully 
distinguished from the simple 
acceptance of a person’s state- 
ments as true (riorevew Twi), 
which is noticed in the next 
verse. The phrase is character- 


20 Pleasing to him. As he spake these things, 
a believed on him. Jesus therefore said to those 


VER. 29—31] 


9 And he that sent me is with me; 
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he left me not 


alone; because I do always the things that are 


many 
Jews 


which had believed him, If ye abide in my word, ye 


istic of St. John’s Gospel (ast: 
iii. 16, 18, 36, iv. 39, vi. 29, 35, 
40, 47, vii. 5, 31, 38f,, 48, 
ix, 35f., x. 42, xi. Q5f., 45, 48, 
xii, 11, 36f., 42, 44, 46, xiv. iy 


12, xvi. 9, xvii. 20). It occurs” 


once only in the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matt. xviii. 6 || Mark ix. 42), 
and there most significantly of 
the faith of “little ones.” ‘The 
common phrase (morevewv Twi) 


-* occurs vv, 45f. (ii. 22), iv. 21 


(50), v. 24, 38, 46f,, xiv. 11. 
With this phrase “to believe in 
@ person” must be compared the 
more definite phrase “ to believe 
in his name,” that is, to believe 
in him as characterised by the 
specific title implied (i. 12, ii. 23, 
iii. 18). 

31—59. This conversation lays 
open the essential differences be- 
tween the men who would have 


_ given permanence to the Old 
_ Dispensation and Christ who 


fulfilled it. The historical and 
the spiritual, the external and 
the moral, the temporal and the 
eternal, are placed side by side. 
The contrast is made more com- 


plete because Abraham and not 
Moses is taken as the represen- 


_ tative of Judaism. 


The successive pleas of the 
Jews give in a natural order 
the objections which they took 
to Christ’s claims. ‘We are 
Abraham’s seed: . . . how sayest 
thou, Ye shall be made free 4 zi 
(v. 33). “Abraham is our 
father” (v. 39). ‘We were not 


born of fornication: we have 
one Father, even God” (v. 41). 
“Thou art a Samaritan, and 
hast a devil” (v, Ea) Sale War 
thou greater than our father 
Abraham, who died 2” (v. 53). 
“Hast thou seen Abraham 2?” 
(v.57). The first three press the 
claims of inheritance, of kinsman- 
ship, of religious privilege: the 
last three contain decisive judge- 
ments on Christ’s character, on 
His authority, on His implied 
divine nature. 

With the help of the clue thus 
given it is more easy to follow 
the course of the argument. At 
the outset Christ promises freedom 
to those who honestly follow out 
an imperfect faith (31 f.) cases 
we are free” is the answer (v, 33). 
Not _ spiritually “(vv. 3336) ; 
nor does descent carry with it 
religious likeness (vy, 37—42), 
Inability to hear Christ betrays 
and springs from a close affinity 
with the powers of evil (vv. 43— 
gi 7). Such a judgement is sober 
and true (vy, 48—50), The word 
which Christ. brings is dife-giving 
(vv. 51—53); and He Himself 
belongs to the eternal order: He 
is before Abraham came to be 
(vv. 54—58), 

31. Among the body of new 
converts were some Jews—men, 
that is, characterised ag retaining 
the mistaken views of the nation 
—who believed Him, who acknow- 
ledged His claims to Messiahship 
as true, who were convinced by 


ao 
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what He said, but who still inter- 
preted His promise and words by 
their own prepossessions (comp. 
vi. 15). They believed Him and 
did not believe in Him (comp. 
ix. 40). The addition of the 
word “Jews” and the change 
in the construction of the verb 
distinguish sharply this group 
from the general company in 
». 30; and the exact form of the 
phrase makes the contrast more 
obvious (of zemurrevKdres aiTo 
Tovdaio, not ot “Iovdator ot 
TEMLOTEVKOTES AUTO). 

t. wemiot. advt.| which had be- 
lieved Him. See v. 30, note. 

‘Eay tp... . adnO. pad. pov] 
If ye—even ye with your in- 
veterate prejudices and most 
imperfect faith—abide in my 
word ye are truly my disciples. 
The emphasis lies on the pro- 
noun (ipeis) and not, as we 
are inclined to place it, on the 
verb (yeivyre). The sentence is 
a gracious recognition of the 
first rude beginning of faith. 
Even this, if it were cherished 
with absolute devotion, might 
become the foundation of better 
things. It included the possi- 
“bility of a true discipleship, out 
of which knowledge and freedom 
should grow; for there is a dis- 
cipleship of those who for the time 
are in ignorance and in bondage. 


? Omit vfs duaptias D, 


. pew. ev tT, Aoy. T. ew] 
manseritis im sermone meo v. 
Theword, the revelation of Christ, 
is at once the element in which 
the Christian lives, and the spring 
of his life. He abides in the 
word, and the word abides in 
him (v. 38; 1 John ii. 14, i. 10). 
Just so, in the language of 
St. Paul, the believer lives in 
Christ and Christ in the believer 
(Gal. ii. 20). The phrase 6 Adyos 
6 euos (cf. vv. 37, 43) ex- 
presses the word which is truly 
characteristic of Christ and not 
simply that which He utters. 
Comp. xv. 9, note. His word is 
the word of God, xvii. 6, 14, 17. 

82. yvwo. 7. adyO.] Comp. i. 17, 
v. 33. This truth is no mere 
abstract speculation. Itis living 
and personal. Comp. v. 36, and 
xiv. 6. 

9 anf. edevd. dy.| The freedom 
of the individual is perfect con- 
formity to the absolute—to that 
which is. Intellectually, this 
conformity is knowledge of the 
Truth: morally, obedience to the 
divine Law. This principle is 
that which Socrates (for example) 
felt after when he spoke of vice 
as ignorance; and the Stoics 
when they maintained that “ the 
wise man alone is free.” The 
Jews also had a saying, “Thou 
wilt find no freeman but him 





VER, 32—35] GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 15 
| 


‘sare truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, 
sand the truth shall make you free. They answered 
unto him, We be Abraham’s seed, and have never 
yet been in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, 
* Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered them, Verily, 
verily, I say to you, Every one that committeth 
-*sin is the bondservant of sin. And the bondservant 
abideth not in the house for ever: the son abideth 





who is occupied in learning of 
the Law,” and hence they sub- 
stituted mystically cheruth (free- 
dom) for charuth (graven) in 
Exod. xxxii. 16 (Perek R. Meir, 
2. See Taylor, ad loc.). These 
different thoughts are summed 
up in the noble paradox Deo 
servire est libertas. 

33. dmexp.| They answered... 
ae. the Jews who believed Him 
who have just been characterised, 

Sréppa “AB. éop.] We be 
Abraham’s seed to whom the 
sovereignty of the world has been 
assured by an eternal and in- 
alienable right. Comp. Matt. iii. 
9; Luke iii. 8. 

Tovatra yap tov “lovoatwy ro. 
adxnpata Srrépna “ABpadu éecper, 
TopayAirat ecpev. ovdamod Tay 
oikeiwy KaTopfupdrov péuynvrar 
(Chrys.), 

ovdevi Sedovd. wéore] The epi- 
sodes of Egyptian, Babylonian, 
Syrian, and Roman conquests 
were treated as mere transitory 
accidents, not touching the real 
life of the people, who had never 
accepted the dominion of their 
conquerors or coalesced with them. 

mas ob dey....] How sayest 
thou—thou, a solitary if a great 
_ teacher, against the voice of the 
national consciousness—ye shall 
_ be made—become—free ? 


34. The answer to the national 
boast of the Jews lies in the 
affirmation of the true principle 
of freedom (duty dprv. Comp. 
vv. 51, 58). 

mas 6 Tou. 7. apapt.] Omnis qui 
factt peccatum v.; Tovey THY 
duapriav (to commit sin) is not 
simply to commit single, isolated 
acts of sin, but to live a life of 
sin (1 John iii. 4,8). The exact 
contrast is zoey 7. aAnOevav 
(iii, 21; 1 John i. 6) on one side 
and zoveiy 7. ducavoovvyv on the 
other (1 John ii. 29, iii, 7). Sin 
as a whole—complete failure, 
missing of the mark, in thought 
and deed—is set over against 
Truth and Righteousness, 

dodAos] “the slave,” “the bond- 
servant.” The same image occurs 
in St. Paul (Rom. vi. 17, 20). 

35. The transition from the 
thought of bondage to sin to 
that of freedom through the Son 
is compressed. Bondage to sin 
is the general type of a false 
relationship to God. He who is 
essentially a bondman cannot be 
a son of God. Whatever may 
be his outward connexion with 
God it can last only for a time, 
Permanent union with God must 
rest upon an abiding and essential 
foundation, Even the history of 
Abraham showed this: Ishmael 
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was cast out; the promises centred 
in Isaac. Thus there is a two- 
fold change in thought, (1) from 
bondage to sin to the idea of 
bondage, and (2) from the idea 
of sonship (contrasted with the 
idea of bondage) to the Son. 
Comp. Gal. iv. 22ff.; Rom. vi. 
16 fi. 

tT. oixia] Comp. xiv. 2; Heb. 
ili. 6 (oikos). 

36. This general principle, 
illustrated in the origin of the 
Jewish people by the parable of 
Isaac and Ishmael, has one ab- 
solute fulfilment. The Son, the 
true Son, is one. Through Him 
alone—in Him, in fellowship 
with Him—can lasting freedom 
be gained, seeing that He alone 
is free, and abideth unchangeable 
for ever. 

eav oy 6 vi....] The Son 
and not the Father is represented 
as giving freedom, in so far as 
He communicates to others that 
which is His own. 

dvtws €Aevb.| vere liberi v.; 
Sree indeed. ‘The word dévrus 
occurs here only in St. John. 
It appears to express reality in 
essence from within, as distin- 
guished from reality as seen and 
known (adn6as v. 31, i. 48, iv. 42, 
vi. 14, vii. 40). The conception 
of freedom which is given in 
this whole passage presents the 
principle which St. Paul applied 


héyeu 
2 Insert judy NCDXTA. 


to the special case of external 
ordinances. 

37. The conception of freedom 
having been thus illustrated, the 
Lord goes back to the claim of 
the Jews, and admits it in its 
historical sense. 

olda dru... GAAd...] Out- 
wardly ye are sons; but in fact 
you seek to destroy the true Son. 
Your conceptions of the Father’s 
will and purpose are so fatally 
wrong that they place you— 
however little the final issue 
may be apparent now—in deadly 
hostility tome. You believe me, 
but you would make me fulfil 
your thoughts. When you find 
that this cannot be, you too will 
see the murderous spirit revealed 
in you. 

The ground of the hostility of 
the Jews was the fact that the 
revelation of Christ (6 Aoy. 6 
euos) made no way, no progress 
in them. It had in some sense 
found an entrance, but it made no 
successful progress in their hearts. 

od xwpec ev ty.] non capit in 
vobis v.; maketh no way in you, 
hath not free course in you. The 
sense given in A.V. (“hath no 
place in you”) is not supported 
by ancient authority; and the 
idea required is not that of 
“abiding,” but of growth and 
movement. Comp. Wisd. vii. 23, 
24, 
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ssfor ever. If therefore the Son shall make you free, 
s7 ye shall be free indeed. I know that ye are Abraham’s 
seed; yet ye seek to kill me, because my word hath 
ssnot free course in you. I speak the things which I 
have seen with my Father: and ye therefore do the 
#9 things which ye heard from your father.t They 


answered and said unto him, Our father is Abraham. 
’ or the Father; and do ye therefore the things which ye heard from the 


Father, 


38. a eyo wp... . dard] 
And yet the word of Christ 
justly claimed acceptance, for 
it was derived from immediate 
knowledge of God. The things 
which I—I myself directly, in 
my own Person—have seen in the 
presence of the Father I speak, 
Compare iii. 11, 32. 

éwpaxa] The perfect revelation 
through the Son rests upon per- 
fect and direct knowledge. He 
speaks to men in virtue of His 
immediate and open vision of 
God, which no man could bear 
(i. 18). The appeal to this Vision 
of God is peculiar to St. John. 
Comp. ili. 32, vi. 46 (the Father) ; 
and though man naturally is 
unable to attain to the sight of 
God (v. 37; 1 John iv. 20), yet 
in Christ the believer does see 
Him now (xiv. 7, 9. Comp. iii. 
11; 1 John iii, 6; 3 John 11), 
and shall see Him more com- 
pletely (1 John iii, 2. Comp. 
Matt. v. 8; 1 Cor. xiii. 12), 

tp. & qKovo. map. 7. arp. 
tovire| vos que vidistis apud 
patrem vestrum facitis v. The 
verb wovire is ambiguous. It 
may be imperative do ye, or in- 
dicative ye do, If it be taken 
as an imperative the sense will 
be: and do ye therefore the thinys 
which ye heard from the Father : 


VOL. Il. 


fulfil in very deed the message 
which you have received from 
God, and in which you make 
your boast. If it be taken as 
an indicative “the father ” must 
receive opposite interpretations 
in the two clauses (my Father, 
even God, and your father, even 
the devil: rod zarpds is to be 
read in both places). The sense 
will then be: and ye therefore, 
tragically consistent, do the things 
which ye heard from your father, 
the devil, whose spiritual off- 
Spring ye are. This thought has 
not yet been distinctly expressed, 
and in v. 41 your father is dis- 
tinctly written (70d zarpds bpav), 
but on the other hand yv, 39 may 
be supposed to imply a special 
reference, 

39. If roveire be taken impera- 
tively in v. 38 the connexion is: 
“Do not speak to us of some 
general relationship of the Father, 
and raise a doubt as to our 
obedience: our father—the one 
head of our whole race and of 
none other—is Abraham, whom 
we obey beyond question.” If 
it be taken indicatively then the 
answer is: ‘“ What is this covert 
reproach as to our obedience to 
our father? There can be no 
doubt as to whom we obey. Our 
father is Abraham,” The thought 
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is somewhat different from that 
in the words we are Abraham's 
seed, This phrase we are Abra- 
ham’s seed suggests the notion of 
rightful inheritance; Abraham 
is our father that of a personal 


relationship. 

Ki réxva épy. tT AB. 
moveite| si filii... opera Abrahe 
facite v. There is a great variety 
of reading in the Greek texts 
in this passage. The most prob- 
able reading gives the sense: 
If ye are children of Abraham, 
do the works of Abraham. Or 
perhaps it may be rendered: Jf 
ye are children of Abraham, ye 
do the works of Abraham, a sup- 
position which is obviously false, 
The emphasis is laid upon the 
community of nature (réxva), and 
not upon the inheritance of pri- 
vilege (vio/). 

For the use of réxva see i, 12, 
xi, 52; 1 John ii. 1, 2, 10, v. 2; 
and for vio, xii. 36 (duwrds) ; 
xvii, 12 (7. amwdAcias), Com- 
pare also Rom. ix. 8, and viii. 
15—17 taken in connexion with 
Gal, iv. 6 f. 

40. viv de. 


really are, 


BP al As things 


avOp. | | The word dv6pwrov 
stands in contrast with zapec 7. 
Geov, and so brings out the ele- 
ment of condescension in the 
Lord’s teaching which exposed 
Him to the hostility of the Jews ; 
and at the same time it suggests 
the idea of human sympathy, 
which He might claim from 
them (a man), as opposed to the 
murderous spirit of the power of 
evil. The title is nowhere else, 
used by the Lord of Himself. | 
Compare Rom. v. 15; 1 Tim. | 
ii, 5; Acts ii, 22, xvii. 31 (avyp). 

iv nKovea| Compare v. 28, note, 

tout. “AB. ov« eroinoe | this 
did not Abraham, who faithfully 
obeyed each word of God, and 
paid honour to those who spoke 
in His name, as to Melchizedek 
and the angels (Gen, xiv., xviii.). 
In the traditions of the East, 
Abraham, “the Friend,” is still 
spoken of as ‘full of loving- 
kindness.” 

41. ip. roeire] The condem- 
nation stands in a solemn isola- 
tion, and carries the thought back 
to v. 38: Do ye... nay, ye do... 

elrav...| The line of thought 
seems to be this. You admit, 


Vur. 40—42] GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 8T, JOHN 19 


Jesus saith unto them, If ye are Abraham’s children, 
odo the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill 
me, a man that hath told you the truth, which 
aI heard from God: this did not Abraham. Ye do 
the works of your father. They said unto him, We 
were not born of fornication; we have one Father, 
#2 even God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your 
Father, ye would love me: for I came forth from 


the Jews argue, that we are 
historically descended from Abra- 
ham (v. 37), but you deny that 
we are spiritually like Abraham 
(v. 39), You speak of another 
father whose spiritual seed we 
are. But we appeal to facts. 
Just as we are literally Abra- 
ham’s true seed, so are we 
spiritually. We, with a proud 
emphasis, we were not born of 
fornication (cf. Deut. xxiii, 2), 
We do not owe our position to 
idolatrous desertion of Jehovah. 
We are the offspring of the 
union of God with His chosen 
people. Our spiritual descent is 
as pure as-our historical descent. 
(See Hupository Times, February, 
1900, p. 235.) 

42. The answer to the boast 
lies in the natural conditions of 
all kinsmanship, The true child- 
ren of God in virtue of their 
nature can always recognise 
Him however He shows Himself, 
The Jews by their misunder- 
standing destroyed the claim 
which they set up, Cf. 1 John 
Wag hs 

éyo yap . . . dmeored,] The 
Person and the Work of the 
Lord were both evidences of His 
Sonship. This He shows by 
placing His mission first in re- 
lation to His divine nature, and 


then in relation to its historic 
aspect. In the first clause the 
two points, the actual mission 
(e&fAGov), and the present fulfil- 
ment of the mission (jw), are 
contemplated in their distinct- 
ness. In the second (éA7AvOa), 
they are brought together, so 
that the mission is regarded in 
its fulfilment. 

ex T. Oe, e&nrO. x, nkw] ex deo 
processt et veni v.; came forth 
Jrom (i.e. out of) God and am 
come... ‘The first phrase is 
most remarkable, and occurs 
only in one other place, xvi. 28, 
where the preposition has been 
variously disturbed, some copies 
reading wapd (from the side of), 
and others ard (away from), but 
here there is no variation. The 
words can only be interpreted 
of the true divinity of the Son, 
of which the Father is the source 
and fountain. The connexion 
described is internal and essen- 
tial, and not that of presence or 
external fellowship. In this re- 
spect the phrase must be dis- 
tinguished from éfedOety dad used 
of the separation involved in the 
Incarnation under one aspect 
(xiii, 8, xvi. 30); and also from 
é£eMOetv apd, which emphasises 
the personal fellowship of the 
Father and the Son (xvi. 27, 
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xvii. 8). These differences of 
thought are clearly seen in xvi. 
27, 28, 30. Augustine expresses 
the idea very well: “Ab illo 
processit ut Deus, ut squalis, 
ut Filius unicus, ut Verbum 
Patris; et venit ad nos quia 
Verbum caro factum est ut habi- 
taret in nobis. Adventus ejus, 
humanitas ejus: mansio ejus, 
divinitas ejus quo vivus, huma- 
nitas ejus qua Vivus.” 

kK. ykw}] and Iam come, Comp. 
1 John v. 20. In this word the 
stress is laid wholly on the 
present. 

ovde ydp . . . AyA.] Comp. iii. 2, 
19, v. 43, vii. 28, xi. 46, xvi. 28, 
xviii. 37. Here the present is 
connected with the past act on 
which it rests, The deeper mean- 
ing of the first clause explains 
the form of the second. My 
Being is inherently divine in its 
derivation ; and so it is also in 
its manifestation to the world, 
for neither—not even—on this 
mission of infinite love have J 
come of myself... This act 
of supreme sacrifice is in abso- 
lute dependence on the Father’s 
will. That which causes offence 
to you is done in obedience to 
Him. 

am’ éuavt.| Comp. v. 30, note. 


43. If the Jews had been true 
children of God they would have 
recognised His Son. But yet 
more than this. They failed not 
only in instinctive feeling to- 
wards Christ, but also in in- 
tellectual apprehension of His 
teaching. ‘They had no love for 
Him, and therefore they had no 
understanding of His Gospel. 
They could not perceive the 
meaning or the source of His 
speech (AaXiav, loquelam v.) in 
which little by little He fami- 
liarly set forth His work (comp. 
iv. 42), because they could not 
grasp the purport of His word, 
the one revelation of the Incar- 
nate Son in which all else was 
included. 

od duv.] ye cannot, inasmuch 
as the wilful service of another 
power hinders you (v. 44). The 
fatal obstacle was one of their 
own making. Comp. vii. 7, note. 

For the form of the sentence 
see vv. 46, 47. 

44. ipeis| There is a strong 
emphasis on the pronoun in 
answer to the ypeis, v. 41, Ye 
so-called children of Abraham, 
children of God, are of your 
father, true children of your true 
father, the devil, and the lusts 
(desires) of your father it is your 


Vu. 43, 44] 
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God and am come; for neither have I come of myself, 


but he sent me. 


Why do ye not understand my 


speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 


father it is your will to do. 


He was a murderer 


from the beginning, and stood not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. Whenever a man speaketh 
a lie, he speaketh of his own; for his father also is 


will to do; you deliberately choose 
as your own the feelings, pas- 
sions, ends, which belong to him, 
You are, so to speak, his volun- 
tary organs; what he desires, 
that you carry out. A strange 
translation, which the phrase ék 
Tov TaTpos Tod dia/3. admits, and 
which has been put forward by 
a few recent critics, found some 
support in early times, and is 
adopted by Macarius Magnes 
without remark (11. c. 21): “ye 
are of the father of the devil”; 
as if the Jews and the devil were 
alike the offspring of another 
spiritual progenitor. According 
to this view the Jews are said to 
be murderers and liars like the 
devil, who followed the pattern 
of his (and their) father. But 
the interpretation finds no sup- 
port elsewhere in Scripture. 

é.... eoté|areof; draw your 
being from, and so reproduce in 
your character. Comp, iii. 31, 
viii. 23, 47, xv. 19, xvii. 14, 16, 
xviii. 36, 37; 1 John ii. 16, iii. 
ot, 12,.iv. Lf, v.19. 

t. dvaf,| xiii. 2; 1 John iii. 8, 
10; Rev. xii. 9. 

éx. dvOpwrokt. jv am’ apx.| ille 
homicida erat ab initio v. When 
creation was complete he brought 
death upon the race of meu by 
his falsehood (Rom, v. 12), For 


even before he had fallen through 
want of truth. He stood not in 
the truth (év rm ad.)—the divine 
Sum of all truth—because there 
ts no truth (ox éorw éd.)-—no 
fragmentary truth which has 
affinity with the Truth—in him. 

The reference appears to be to 
the Fall and not to the death of 
Abel (1 John iii. 12), The death 
of Abel was only one manifes- 
tation of the ruin wrought by 
selfishness (see 1 John iii. 8 ff.), 
Comp, Wisd. ii. 24. 

ov« éotnK.| and stood not. 
Additional Note, 

Orav ad, 7d Wevd. . . .] cum 
loquitur mendacium ex propriis 
loquitur ...v. Whenever he (the 
devil) speaketh a lie (the falsehood 
as opposed to the Truth as a 
whole, comp. v. 38), he speaketh 
of his own; his utterances are 
purely selfish, he draws them 
simply from within himself (con- 
trast v, 42; 2 Cor. iii. 5), because 
he is a liar, and the father of it. 

avrod| This phrase may be 
masculine, of him, 2.e. the liar ; 
or neuter, of it, %.e. the lie, 
Comp. Orig. In Joh. T. vi. 3, 
6 raryp adrys (the truth), 

It is, however, most probable 
that this very difficult sentence 
should be translated quite differ- 
ently: Whenever a man speaketh 


See 
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a lie, he speaketh of his own, for 
his father also is a liar, A man, 
that is, by lying reveals his 
parentage and acts conformably 
with it. The omission of the 
subject with the verb is certainly 
harsh (drav Aad), but scarcely 
more so than the other render- 
ings of the pronoun (airod). 

45, eyw de dru. . .] But because 

If I had spoken falsehood, 
such is the argument, you would 
have recognised that which is 
kindred to yourselves, but. . 
The final opposition between 
Christ and the devil lies in the 
opposition of Truth to Falsehood. 
And this opposition repeats itself 
in the children of the two spiri- 
tual heads. There must be that 
which is akin to Truth in us, 
if we are to believe Truth. If 
our souls are given up to a lie 
we cannot believe the truth 
addressed to us, The contrast 
between J and ye is made as 
sharp as possible. ‘“ But as for 
me, because I tell you...” 

46. Falsehood in action is sin. 
Falsehood within must show it- 
self. From words then the appeal 
is made to acts. Which of you 
convicteth me of sin? Who, that 
is, arraigneth me on a just charge 
of sin? The word dyapria is not 
to be taken for error or falsehood, 
but for ‘sin ” generally, accord- 


‘Eyo 
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ing to the uniform usage of the 
New Testament, and here pro- 
bably, from the connexion, as 
measured by the Law. The 
words suggest but they do not 
prove the sinlessness of Christ. 
The appeal is to a human 
standard, yet such an appeal 
on such an occasion carries far 
more with it, 

edéeyyer] arguit v.; convicteth, 
Compare xvi, 8, note. 

ei ad. rey... .|] Lf I say 
truth, that which is true: truth, 
and not the Truth, the part and 
not the whole revelation. The 
absence of sin includes necessarily 
the absence of falsehood. Hence 
the Lord takes it as proved that 
His words are true, 

47. We must suppose a pause 
after 46a, and again after 46b. 
Then follows the final sentence. 
The true child of God alone can 
hear the words (rad fjpara), each 
separate message, of God. For 
this reason, because the power of 
hearing (v. 43) depended on in- 
ward affinity, the Jews could not 
hear, because they were not of 
God, Comp. xviii. 37, vii. 17, xii. 
48 f,, xiv. 23, note; 1 John iv. 6. 

6 dv & 7. Oc.] He that is of 
God, the true child of God, who 
draws his life and support from 
Him. Comp. (i. 13), 11. 31, viii. 
23, xv. 19, xvii. 14, xviii, 36, 37 ; 
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4a lar’. But because I say the truth, ye believe me 
snot. Which of you convicteth me of sin? If T say 
a7truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is of 

God heareth the words of God: for this cause ye 
as hear them not, because ye are not of God. The Jews 

answered and said unto him, Say we not well that 
thou art a Samaritan, and hast a demon? Jesus 


or Whenever he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 


and the father thereof, 


1 John ii. 16, iii, 10, (12), iv. 
tothe 19: 

© Ota tour. ... dtu...) for this 
cause... because... This 
combination in St. John com- 
monly refers back to a former 

principle, which is exemplified 
at the time in the immediate 
circumstances. Comp. v. 16, 18, 
mes adi 18.991 John iii, (1; 

ex T. Ge. odk éearé] The whole 

scope of the argument proves 
that this state does not exclude 
true moral responsibility. Comp. 
1 John iii. 7 ff. 

48. dmexp. of “Iovd. . . .] The 
key-word (oi “Iovdaio.) is intro- 
duced again in this new phase of 
the argument, 

Od Kadds éyouev. . .;] The 
form of expression shows that 
the reproach was a current one; 
so that a glimpse is here offered 
of the common judgement on 
Christ. He was in the eye of 
“the Jews” a Samaritan, a 
bitter foe of their nationality, 
and withal a breaker of the 
Law, and a frantic enthusiast, 
who was not master of his own 
thoughts and words. Thus the 
Jews turned back upon Christ 
both the charges which he had 
brought against them, that they 
were not legitimate children of 
Abraham, and that they were 


of the devil as their spiritual 
father. The pronoun is emphatic 
(od x. X. jets): “ Are not we at 
last right .. .?” 

Xapapeirns ef ov] There is 
bitter irony in the original words, 
from the position of the pronoun 
at the end of the clause, which 
it is difficult to reproduce. “Thou 
that boastest great things of a 
kingdom and a fulfilment of 
the Law, after all art but a 
Samaritan.” 

Sarpov. éx.] Comp. vii. 20, x. 20f. 

49. The contrast is between 
the persons J and you. “J (éyss), 
even in these bold mysterious 
utterances which move your 
wonder, have not a demon, but 
speak only words of soberness, 
which I must speak that I may 
thereby fulfil my mission. By 
so doing I honour my Father, 
and am no Samaritan; and ye 
are unable to see the Father in 
the Son, and therefore ye (ipeis) 
do dishonour me.” 

The Lord leaves unnoticed the 
first epithet of reproach (Sapa- 
peirns <t ot). He would not re- 
cognise the meaning which they 
attached to a difference of race, 

Gd\dd . . .| But when I speak 
of dishonour it is not that I 
shrink from it: J seek not my 
own glory; that quest is not my 
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part, but belongs to another: 
and there is one that seeketh and 
judgeth—that seeketh and in the 
very act of seeking judgeth. For 
he who has failed in giving to 
me what is due is thereby con- 
demned; and the will of the 
Father is that all men should 
honour the Son even as they 
honour the Father (v. 23). 

50. éorv] v. 45, v. 54. 

6... kpvwv| The phrase is 
superficially opposed to v. 22. 
But the thought here is of the 
divine law which is self-executing 
in the very nature of things. 

{ntov| Philo, in a paraphrase 
of Gen. xlii. 22, his blood is re- 
quired (LXX. éx€nretrar), writes : 
“He that requireth (6 Cyrar) is 
not man but God, or the Word, 
or the divine Law” (de Jos. 29, 
1. p. 66). 

51. "Apa dunv| These words 
(as always) introduce a new turn 
of thought. The claims of the 
Jews based upon their historical 
descent and their spiritual son- 
ship have been met and _ set 
aside; and the Lord now returns 
to the declaration of vv. 31 f., 
but with this difference, that 
what was then regarded in rela- 
tion to state is now regarded in 


relation to action. For “abiding 
in the word” we have “keeping 
the word,” and for ‘“ freedom” 
we have “ victory over death.” 

T. eu. oy. Tnp.| sermonem meum 
servaverit v.; keep my word, 
“doctrinam credendo, promissa 
sperando, facienda obediendo,” 
Bengel. The term rypeiv is char- 
acteristic of St. John. It ex- 
presses rather the idea of intent 
watching than of safe guarding 
(pvddocev). The opposite to 
“keeping (rypetv) the word” in 
this form would be to disregard 
it; the opposite to “keeping 
(dvAdcoew) the word” in the 
other form would be to let it slip. 
“ Keeping the word” of Christ 
is also to be distinguished from 
“keeping His commandments” 
(1 John ii. 3, 5); the former 
marks the observance of the 
whole revelation in its organic 
completeness, and the latter the 
observance of definite precepts. 

Gav. od py Gewp.] The exact 
phrase (ewpety Oavarov) is not 
found elsewhere in the New Tes- 
tament. Comp. iii. 36 (dW. Cwyv); 
Luke ii. 26; Heb. xi. 5 (pm idety 
Gav.); Acts ii, 27, 31, xiii. 35 ff. 
(cide dSuapOopav); Rev. xviii. 7 
(révOos ideiv). 


VER. 50—53] 


answered, I have not a demon ; 
so Father, and ye dishonour me. 
there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 
I say unto you, If a man keep my 


own glory: 
«1 Verily, verily, 
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but I honour my 
But I seek not mine 


s2 word, he shall never see death. The Jews said unto 
him, Now we know that thou hast ademon. Abraham 


died, and the prophets ; 


and thou sayest, If a man 


s8keep my word, he shall never taste of death. Art 
thou greater than our father Abraham, seeing that 


The “sight” described here is 
that of long, steady, exhaustive 
vision, whereby we become slowly 
acquainted with the nature of the 
object to which it is directed. 
The words must be compared 
with Gen. ii. 17, There is that 
in the believer which never dies, 
even though he seems to die; 
and conversely, Adam died at 
the moment of his disobedience, 
though he seemed still to live. 
Comp. xi. 26, vi. 50, 

Oévarov] Just as “life” in St. 
John is present, or rather eternal 
(xvii. 3), so “death” is not an 
event but a state, that selfish 
isolation which is the negation 
of life. Comp. xi. 25 PL .O0: 
v. 24; 1 John iii, 14, 

ci, adr. of “Iovd.] The name 
is repeated here as in v. 48 at 
the beginning of the answer to 
the new self-revelation. 

éyvoxapev] The direct state- 
ment, made in apparent good 
faith, and yet (as the hearers 
thought) obviously and flagrantly 
false, could only be explained on 
the supposition of evil possession. 

"AB. are, x. of mpop.| God had 
spoken to Abraham and to the 
prophets, and they had kept His 
word and yet died, who then was 
this with a word more powerful ? 


For the objection is intensified 
by the fact that the Lord did 
not simply claim life for Himself, 
but, what was far more, claimed 
to communicate eternal life. 
dref.| died. The argument 
rests upon the simple historic fact, 

yevo. Gav.] gustabit mortem v. 
The inaccuracy of quotation is 
significant. The believer, even 
as Christ (Heb. ii. 9), does “taste 
of death,” though he does not 
“see” it in the full sense of v, 51. 

The phrase (comp. Matt. xvi. 
28 and parallels) is not found in 
the Old Testament, but is com- 
mon in Rabbinic writers (see 
Buxtorf, Lex. s.v. oyy), and 
Seems to come from the image 
of the “cup” of suffering : ch. 
xviii. 11; Rey. xviii. 6, xiv, ae 
xvi.19; Matt. xx. 22f, parallels, 
xxvi. 39 parallels. The “cup of 
death” is an Arabian image. 
Comp. Gesen. Thes. s.v. Dy>. 

53. My od. . .] Art thou, the 
Galilean, the Nazarene. Comp. 
iv, 12, 

oars dare, x, of rpod. ae, | see- 
ing that he died, and the prophets 
died, For the use of the relative 
see Col. iii. 5; Phil. iv. 3; Eph, 
lil. 13; Heb. x, 35; 1 John i. 2. 

tiva ceavr. Tou, ;] Comp. v. 18, 


x, 33, xix, 7,12; 1 John i. 10, 


26 GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


“apopyntat amréJavov" 


4 hy 
TVA GEAVTOV TrOLELS; 


[Cu. VIIL 


arexptOn 


‘Ingots °Edav éya dSo€iow euavtov, n dd€a pov ovdev 


> , x e , e , a Clu 
E€OTLV E€OTW O TATN —P {ov O dofalwv be, OV UPMELS 


pe , Y \ e PN SAY, > , \ > > , tend 
55 Néyere ote [Peds vuav'| eotiv, Kai ovK eyvdKate avTor, 


aN \ Ss SMe et 7 dd x if Y > A Neel gd oy, 
eywu de oloa QUTOV KQV ELTT@M OTL OUK otda QUTOV, ETOMAL 


9 CRE 4 y ‘ > ‘\ Os a7 ES X\ \ / 
Omotos vty WevaTns’ GAA olda adTov Kal TOV édyov 


56 QUTOU THPO. 


7, \ € , \ b] , \ io \ > / 
sTlOn THY Huepay THY eur, Kal eldev Kal éxyapn. 


“ABpadp 6 Tatip tuov yyahhiacaTo wa 


> 
ELT AV 


1 judy NB*DFX; quay AB CLT. 


54f. The Lord prefaces His 
answer as to the relative dignity 
of Abraham and Himself by a 
revelation of the principle in 
obedience to which the answer 
is given. It does not come from 
any personal striving after glory, 
but in obedience to the will of 
the Father which the Son knows 
absolutely and obeys. The Son 
“makes Himself” to be nothing: 
He is, and He declares Himself 
to be that which the Father, so 
to speak, makes Him. 

"Hay eyo dof... .| Jf 7,1 in 
obedience to my own impulse, 
glorify myself, my glory... 
Comp. v. 31. 

éor. 6 war. p. 6 dof... .| there 
is my Father that glorifieth me. 
I glorify not myself, nor need 
I to do it; there is one that 
glorifieth me... The construc- 
tion is exactly parallel with v. 50. 

Geds ip.| your God, as claiming 
an exclusive connexion with Him. 

55. Kat odk éyvwx. adr... .] And, 
while you make this claim (comp. 
v, 20, note), ye have not come to 
know him by the teaching of the 
Law and of the Prophets, and 
now of the Son himself, but I 
know Him, essentially; and if 
I should dissemble my knowledge, 
if I should withhold the message 


which I have to give, if J should 
say I know Him not, I shall be 
like unto you, a liar. 

oida ait.] Comp, vii. 29. For 
the difference between progressive 
and absolute knowledge see iii. 
10f. The special ignorance of 
these Jews stands in contrast with 
the knowledge which was charac- 
teristic of the nation : iv. 22, 

Wevorns] mendax v.; a liar, for 
to hide the truth is no less false- 
hood than to spread error, Com- 
pare 1 John ii. 4, 22, iv. 20, v. 10. 

dda . . .] even in this crisis of 
separation, when my words will 
be misunderstood and so widen 
the breach between us (cf. v. 26), 
I proclaim the knowledge which 
I have and fulfil my mission by 
keeping His word. ~ 

tT. Aoy. air. tnpd| The relation 
of the Son to the Father is at- 
tested by the same active devotion 
as the relation of the believer to 
Christ (v. 51). Comp, xv. 10, 

56. This then is the answer. 
There is no such comparison as 
you dream of between Abraham 
and me, Abraham your father, 
the father whom you delight to 
name (v. 53) and in whom you 
trust (v. 39), rejoiced with the joy 
of exultation in his eager desire, 
in his confident hope, to see my 
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he died? and the prophets died: whom makest thou 
thyself? Jesus answered, If I glorify myself, my 
glory is nothing: there is my Father that glorifieth 
ssme; of whom ye say, that he is your God; and ye 


have not come to know him: but I know him; 


and 


if I should say, I know him not, I shall be like 
unto you, a liar: but I know him, and keep his 
sword. Abraham your father exulted to see my day; 
srand he saw it, and was glad. The Jews therefore 


day, and he saw tt and was glad. 
I am He for whom he looked as 
the fulfilment of all that was 
promised to him; and you, who 
profess to be his children, pre- 
tend that I do him dishonour in 
claiming power which he could 
not have. 

nyaA\ddoaro tva isn] exultavit 
ut videret v.; exulted to see. The 
peculiar construction may be ex- 
plained by considering that the 
joy of Abraham lay in the effort 
to see that which was fore- 
shadowed. It lay not in the 
fact that he saw, nor was it in 
order to see; but partial vision 
moved him with the confident 
desire to gain a fuller sight. 
Winer’s translation (Gramm. 
§ xciv. 8, c) “that he should 
see ” obscures this sense, 

T. ny. T. éu.] That is probably 
the historic manifestation of the 
Christ (comp. Luke xvii, 22) 
without any special reference to 
any particular point in it as the 
Passion, It may be, however, 
that the historic work of Christ 
is regarded in its consummation 
in the day which is spoken of 
emphatically as “that day,” 
“the day of the Son of man” 
(Luke xvii. 30), “the day of 
Christ ” (Phil. i. 6, 10, ii, 16), 


Chrysostom says: ‘Hygpay év 
TadOd ror Soxed Aéyew THY TOD 
TTavpod Hv ev TH Tod Kpiod Tpoo-popa. 
Kal TH TOD Toad TpooleT UTE, 

<idev] The reference cannot be 
to any present vision in Paradise 
(comp. Heb, xi. 13), The tense 
of the original is decisive against 
this view. All conjecture must 
be uncertain, but there is nothing 
unnatural in the supposition that 
the faith shown in the offering 
up of Isaac may have been fol- 
lowed by some deeper, if transient, 
insight into the full meaning of 
the promises then renewed. Such 
faith was in itself, in one sense, 
a vision of the day of Messiah, 

According to the Jewish tradi- 
tion (Bereshith R. 44, Wiinsche) 
Abraham saw the whole history 
of his descendants in the myste- 
rious vision recorded in Gen, xv. 
8 ff. Thus he is said to have “ re- 
joiced with the joy of the Law.” 

57. «iz. obv of Tovd. . . .| The 
Jews therefore suid . . . still per- 
sisting in the literal interpreta- 
tion of the words, 

evrnk, ery] This age was the 
crisis of completed manhood 
(Num. iv. 3), There was an 
early tradition that Christ was 
between 40 and 50 years old at 
the time of the Passion (Iren, 
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Adv. Her, 1. 22, 5 f.). This 
opinion was said to be derived 
from St. John. However strange 
it may appear, some such a view 
is not inconsistent with the only 
fixed historic dates which we have 
with regard to the Lord’s life, the 
date of His birth, His Baptism, 
and the banishment of Pilate. 

édpaxas . . .| The language of 
the Lord is again (v. 52) mis- 
quoted ; and on this occasion the 
misquotation completely misre- 
presents the thought. 

58. There can be no doubt 
as to the meaning of the final 
answer which follows as a 
natural climax to what had been 
said before. Abraham died: 
Christ was the giver of life, 
Abraham was the father of the 
Jews: Christ was the centre of 
Abraham’s hope. Abraham came 
into being as a man: Christ is 
essentially as God. And this 
closing revelation is prefaced by 
the solemn words which fix 
attention upon its substance. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was—was born, 
came to be—J am (zp °A. 


yevecba eyo ciui, Vulg. antequam 
jieret Abraham ego sum). 

ért Tov “ABpadp eOynxe TO ‘ ye- 
vérOa,” dtu 6 yeyovas kal pbeiperat, 
ext O€ avrod TO “eit” ws did.os 
kal Kpeittwv POopas (Ammon, ap. 
Cramer). 

éy® eiui] The phrase marks a 
timeless existence. In this con- 
nexion ‘‘I was” would have 
expressed simple priority. Thus 
there is in the phrase the con- 
trast between the created and 
the uncreated, and the temporal 
and the eternal, At the same 
time the ground of the assurance 
in v. 51 is made known. The 
believer lives because Christ 
lives, and lives with an absolute 
life (comp. xiv. 19). 

59. jpav ovv .. .| They took up 
therefore . . ., aS understanding 
rightly the claim which was 
advanced in the last words. If 
the sentence had been a simple 
affirmation of the claim to 
Messiahship, it would have been 
welcomed. Comp. x. 24. But 
it was the affirmation of a new 
interpretation of Messiah’s nature 
and work. Comp. x. 30 f. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES ON CHAPTER VIII. 25, 44 


25. rijv apxnv Ore Kat AaAG bytv ; 
(ipiv.)| The numerous inter- 
pretations of this most obscure 
sentence fall into two main 
classes, according as it is taken 


affirmatively (1), or interroga- 
tively (2). 

(1) The affirmative interpre- 
tations again are twofold. In 
some tiv dpynv is taken adverbi- 





VER. 58, 59] 


said unto him, Thou art not 
hast thou seen Abraham ? 


Verily, verily, I 
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yet fifty years old, and 
Jesus said unto them, 


Say unto you, Before Abraham was, 


Tam. They took up stones therefore to cast at him: 


but Jesus hid himself, and 


ally, and in others as parallel 
with the relative dr: (6 7). 

According to the latter inter- 
pretation the sense is: “I am 
the Beginning (Rev. xxi, 6), that 
which I am even Saying to you,” 
This appears to be the sense of 
the early Latin translation: Jnj- 
tiwm quod et loquor uobis. But 
even if ryv dpxqv could be at- 
tracted to dru in this way at the 
beginning of the sentence, the 
use of Aad& and not A€yw appears 
to be fatal to such an interpreta- 
tion, for it evidently refers to the 
conversation, the general teach- 
ing, of Christ, and not to any 
specific declaration, 

It may be here noticed that 
Augustine’s interpretation, which 
is based upon the later Latin 
text, Principium, quia et loquor 
uobis, is obviously inconsistent 
with the Greek. “Believe me 
to be the Beginning, because I 
ain even speaking with you, 
because, that is, I have become 
humble for your sake... .” 
This interpretation, however, was 
followed .by many Latin fathers 
who were ignorant of Greek, 

If riv apyyjv be taken adverbi- 
ally, it may have the sense of 
“altogether, essentially,” or “to 
begin with, first of all,” or 
(perhaps) “all along.” 

Thus the following interpreta- 
tions have been given : 

(a) “ Altogether, essentially I 
am what I even speak to you. 
My Person is my teaching,” 


went out of the temple. 


The words of Christ are, to ex- 
press the idea otherwise, the re- 
velation of the Word Incarnate, 

(8) “To begin with, first of 
all, [am even that which T am 
saying, that is, the Light of the 
world, the source of life.” 

(y) “Even that which I am 
speaking and have Spoken to you, 
all along, from the first, that I 
am. My words from the beginning 
have made known my Person,” 

Of these interpretations (a) 
Seems to be open to the least ob- 
jection on the score of the Greek, 
and to give the best sense, In 
(8) A€yw and not rads would be 
required ; and the sense given to 
Tv dpxnv in (y) is very question- 
able, while A.V., which gives a 
true sense to ry apxnv, would 
require éXdAnoa. 

(2) On the whole it is probably 
best to treat the sentence as 
interrogative ; or (which gives 
the same sense) as a sad ex- 
clamation which ig half inter- 
rogative. ‘This is the sense which 
is given to the words by the 
Greek fathers, 

‘* How is it that I even speak 
to you at all?” “Why do I 
even so much as speak with you?” 
Or, “To think that, can it be 
that, I even speak with you.” 

The interrogative sense of 8 
is illustrated by Mark ix, 28 
(il. 7), ix. 11. And for the order 
see Matt. xv. 16, 

The interrogative rendering : 
“Do you ask that which all 


to 
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along I am even saying to you ?” 
leaves tiv adpxyv without any real 
force, 

(3) Others have connected 

tHv apxyv with the next clause, 
“To begin with . I have 
many things to say... con- 
cerning you.” But no adequate 
sense can be given in this case 
to the intervening words. 
«44, The reading of the best 
MSS. (SB*DLX, etc.), oykectH- 
KEN, that is ov« éoryxev, Which has 
been disregarded by editors, and 
arbitrarily altered into  ovx 
éoryxey (Tischendorf prints ovx 
éornkev), is undoubtedly correct. 
Comp. Rey. xii. 4. The verb is 
the imperfect of orjxw (ch. 1. 26 ; 
Rom, xiv. 4; 1 Thess. i, 8; 
1 Cor. xvi. 13). The Vulgate, 
which regularly renders éoryxa sto 
(Matt. xii. 47, xx. 6; Acts i. 11, 
xxvi. 6, etc.), here translates 
rightly in veritate non stetit. The 
context requires a past tense, 
and the strong form of the verb 
(“stand firm”: comp. i. 26, 
oryKer) is perfectly appropriate 
to the place. 





(2) The Feast of Dedication 
(ix xs) 


The true reading in x. 22 
(Then was the Feast of Dedication) 
determines that ch. ix. and x. 
1—21 is connected with the 
Feast of Dedication, and not, as 
is commonly supposed, with the 
Feast of Tabernacles, The latter 
connexion has found support 
from the false gloss added to viii, 
59, which appears to have been 


suggested by the ‘“‘ passing by” 
in ix. 1. As it is, ch, ix. begins 
abruptly like ch. vi. The con- 
tents of ix. 1—x. 21 have a close 
affinity with x. 22—39. The 
thought throughout is of the 
formation of the new congrega- 
tion, the new spiritual Temple. 

The section falls into three 
main divisions: the sign, with 
the judgements which were passed 
upon it (ix. 1—12, 13—34); the 
beginning and characteristics of 
the new society (ix. 35—41, x. 
1—21); Christ’s final testimony 
as to Himself (x. 22—39). 


The Sign (1—12) 


The narrative of the healing 
is marked by the same kind of 
vivid details as we have noticed 
before. The occasion of the 
miracle, the peculiarity of the 
mode of cure, the reference to 
Siloam, are without direct paral- 
lels, and yet in perfect harmony 
with other narratives. The 
variety of opinion among the 
people and the mention of “the 
man called Jesus” belong to 
the experience of an immediate 
witness, 


Cuar. IX. 1. rapadywv| pre- 
teriens v.; as he passed by, per- 
haps in the neighbourhood of 
the temple where the man was 
waiting for the alms of wor- 
shippers (Acts iii, 2). The word 
mapayew, which is rarely used 
(Matt. ix.9; Mark ii, 14; Matt. 
ix, 27, xx. 30; Mark xv. 21), 
directs notice to the attendant 
circumstances. The narrative 
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9 And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his 
2birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, 
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he should 


has been generally connected 
with the events of the preceding 
chapter owing to the false read- 
ing In viii. 59. It stands really 
as an independent record. 

“Postquam exisset Dominus 
de templo Judeorum quid fece- 
rit in populo gentium, immo 
totius humani generis audiamus.” 
(Bede.) 

“Que fecit Dominus noster 

- et opera et verba sunt: 
opera, quia facta sunt: verba, 
quia signa sunt.” (Aug.) 

cidev| Something in the man’s 
condition seems to have arrested 
the attention of the Lord. ‘The 
word is significant. Naturally 
we should have expected ‘the 
disciples saw and asked.” 

Tupr, éx yev.| cecum a nativi- 
tate v. ‘lhe miracles recorded in 
St. John’s Gospel stand out each 
as a type of its class, Hence stress 
is laid upon this special fact, 

It is remarkable that there is 
no record of healing of the blind 
in the Old Testament (but see 
Tobit xi. 7ff.), nor by the apostles 
in the New Testament. ‘The 
healing of the blind is not men- 
tioned among the signs that shall 
follow believers in Mark xvi, 18. 
The case of St. Paul in Acts ix, 
17 f. is quite exceptional. 

Giving sight to the blind was 
to be a sign of the Messianic 
times (see Isaiah xxxv. 5 (physi- 
cal), xxix, 18, xxxii, 3f,, xlii. 7 
(moral). 

Christ’s signs in the healing 
of the blind are recorded in 
Matt. ix, 27, xii, 22, xx. 30 
(Mark x. 49 ff.; Luke xviii. 


35 ff.) ; Mark viii. 22; and men- 
tioned generally in Matt. xi. 5, 
xv. 31; Luke vii. 21. 

2. The thoughts of the con- 
troversy recorded in ch. viii, 
seem to have passed away. At 
once “a great calm” has come, 
The Lord stands in the centre 
of His disciples, and not of an 
angry crowd. Yet the question 
of the disciples moves in the 
same spiritual region as the 
Speculations on inherited reli- 
gious privileges and divine Son- 
ship. Such a question is perhaps 
the simplest and commonest form 
of inquiry into our relation to 
those who have gone before us. 

‘PafBei] Comp. i, 38, 49, iii, 
2, iv. 31, vi. 25, xi. 8. The use 
of the Aramaic terms is charac- 
teristic of St. John, though it is 
found Matt. xxvi, 25, 49 3; Mark 
ix, 5, xi. 21, xiv. 45, 

tise... ta...] whodid sin 
... that he should be... by the 
just sequence of punishment on 
guilt. It is assumed that the 
particular suffering was retribu- 
tive, ‘The only doubt is as to the 
person whose sin was so punished ; 
whether it was the man himself 
either before birth or in some 
former state of existence, or the 
man’s parents. ‘he latter alter- 
native was familiar to the Jews 
(Exod, xx. 5; Heb. vii. 10); and 
there are traces of a belief in the 
pre-existence of souls, at least in 
later Judaism (Wisd, viii. 20), 

Perhaps it is most natural to 
suppose that the question, which 
in itself belongs to a Jewish mode 
of thought, was asked without 
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any distinct apprehension of 
the alternatives involved in it, 
Lightfoot (ad loc.) has a curious 
collection of Rabbinical passages 
illustrating different forms of 
opinion on this subject. 

Tupi. yevv.| From the disciples’ 
acquaintance with this fact it may 
be supposed that the history of 
the man was popularly known. 

3. The Lord’s answer deals 
only with the special case (comp. 
Luke xii. 1 ff., and for the general 
idea towards which it is directed, 
Acts xxviii. 4); and that only so 
far as it is an occasion for action 
and not a subject for speculation. 
We are not concerned primarily 
with the causes which have deter- 
mined the condition or circum- 
stances of men, with the origin of 
evil in any of its forms, but with 
the remedying of that which is 
amiss and remediable, It is true 
always, in one way or other, that 
for us evil-is an opportunity for 
the manifestation of the works 
of God. But evil never ceases to 
be evil; and it may be noticed 
that at the proper occasion the 
Lord indicates the connexion be- 
tween sin and suffering: v. 14; 
Matt. ix. 2. 

Oure ovr. Hp. ovre. . .] Neither 
did... 8im,nor...soas to bring 
down on him, that is, this par- 
ticular retribution, 

GAN va dav. tT. epy. T. Oe... «| 
but he was born blind that the 
works of God, the works of re- 
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demptive love which He has sent 
me to accomplish, may be made 
manifest in him. Comp. v. 36. 
The works themselves are real, 
even though we cannot see them : 
they need (from this side) mani- 
festation only. For aAN iva comp. 
xv. 25, note. Underneath what 
we can see and conclude, there 
lies a truer cause of that which 
perplexes us most. 

ev avr.| The man is not treated 
as an instrument merely, but as 
a living representative of the 
mercy of God, His suffering 
is the occasion and not the 
appointed preparation for the 
miracle, though when we regard 
things from the divine side we are 
constrained to see them in their 
dependence on the will of God. 

4, iy. det epy. r. epy. T. Temp. 
pe] we must work the works of 
Him that sent me. So the Lord 
associates His disciples with Him- 
self as before in iii. 11. The 
truth is general and holds good 
of the Master and of the servants, 
They are sent for the manifesta- 
tion of the works of God. But 
the obligation of the servant’s 
charge comes from the Master’s 
mission. The works are no longer 
regarded as “ the works of God ” 
generally, but ‘the works of 
Him that sent” the Son. 

ews nu. ext.| donec dies est v. ; 
while wt is day, while the ap- 
pointed time for working still 
remains: Ps. civ, (ciii.) 23. 
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sbe born blind? Jesus answered, Neither did this man 
sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should 
1be made manifest in him. We must work the works 
of him that sent me, while it is day: there cometh 
snight, when no man can work. Whensoever I am 
6in the world, I am the light of the world. When he 





“Day” and “night” are taken 
in their most general sense as 
the seasons for labour and rest 
in regard to the special end in 
view. After the Passion there 
was no longer the opportunity 
for the performance of the works 
characteristic of the historic Life 
of Christ. Then in one sense 
‘night ” came, andin a yet fuller 
sense a new day dawned for new 
works, to be followed by another 
night, another close. It is not 
to be supposed that the “ night ” 
here describes an abiding and 
complete rest of Christ : it pre- 
sents rest only from the works 
which belong to the corresponding 
““ day.” 

The image partially finds place 
in the ‘Sayings of the Jewish 
Fathers’: “R. Tarphon (Try- 
phon) said, The day is short, and 
the task is great, and the work- 
men are sluggish, and the reward 
is much, and the Master of the 
house is urgent” (Pirke Arboth, 
Be 19), 


épx. vv&...] The order is 
significant. The emphasis is laid 
upon the certain and momentary 
advance of that which ends all 
successful efforts in the present 
order: there cometh swiftly and 
inevitably night, when no one can 
work. The necessary cessation 
of labour is expressed in its 
completest form. 

5. drav év t. Koo. &] quamdiu 
im mundo sum v.; Whensoever I 


A460) Oran 8 


am in the world. The indefinite 
form of the statement suggests 
the thought of the manifold 
revelationsof the Word. “When- 
soever ” and not only during that 
revelation which was then in the 
course of being fulfilled, but also 
in the time of the Patriarchs, 
and of the Law, and of the 
Prophets, and through the later 
ages of the Church, Christ is the 
light of the world. This univer- 
sality of application is further 
brought out by the omission of 
the personal pronoun in both 
clauses of the sentence. The 
stress is thrown upon the char- 
acter of the manifestation of the 
Son, and not as in the former 
place where the phrase occurs 
(viii. 12) upon the Person of the 
Son. 

pos t. xoo.| The omission of 
the definite article (as compared 
with viii. 12, 75 dds 7. x.) is not 
without significance; Christ is 
“light to the world” as well as 
“the one light of the world.” 
The character is unchangeable, 
but the display of the character 
varies with the occasion. In this 
case it is shown in personal 
illumination. Bodily sight is 
taken as the representation of 
the fulness of human vision (ve. 


6. éxruo. xap.] Comp. Mark 
vil. 33, viii. 23. We must sup- 
pose that the attention of the 
blind man was by this time fully 
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roused, perhaps by the conversa- 
tion just recorded, or by some 
words addressed to him. 

The application of spittle to 
the eyes, which was considered 
very salutary (comp. Tac. Hist. 
iv. 81), was expressly forbidden 
by Jewish tradition, on the Sab- 
bath. See Wetstein or Lightfoot, 
adloc. The kneading of the clay 
further aggravated the offence. 

éreO. ait. tT. wd. ért tT. 60. | 
levit lutum ...v. At first Christ 
may seem to work against the 
end for which His help is sought. 
Here He sealed, so to speak, the 
eyes which He designed to open, 
It is impossible to determine why 
the Lord chose this method of 
working the cure. In the end 
the mode proved all-important. 

7. pnt wash, i.e, thine eyes, 
Matt. vi. 17 ; ch. xiii. 10, note. 

eis Tt. oA.| ae. go to the pool 
and wash thine eyes there. 

Sur. 6 épp. “Arrect.| which is 
interpreted Sent. The idea which 
underlies this note of the Evan- 
gelist appears to be that in vii. 
37 f. The stream which issued 
from the heart of the rock was 
an image of Christ. In the 
passage of Isaiah (viii. 6) “the 
waters of Siloah that go softly ” 
are taken‘as the type of the 


Obrés éeorw 
1 éré0nxev BC*: & [A] [D] [E], etc., éréxpicev. 


> a + 5) e , \ A » 
Ovy ovrds éotw 6 Kabypevos Kal tpooaiT@v ; addor 


addou edeyov Ovyxi, adda 
2 ruprds C3PA. 


divine kingdom of David resting 
on Mount Zion, in contrast with 
“the waters of the river [Eu- 
phrates|, strong and mighty, 
even the king of Assyria and all 
his glory,” the symbol of earthly 
power. (Comp. Delitzsch, Zc.) 
So therefore here Christ works 
through ‘the pool,” the “ Sent,” 
sent, as it were, directly from 
God, that He may lead the 
disciples once again to connect 
Him and His working with the 
promises of the prophets. Thus, 
in some sense, God Himself, 
whose law Christ was accused of 
breaking, was seen to cooperate 
with Him in the miracle. At 
the same time the charge tried 
the faith of the blind man. 
SiAwap}] The name of the pool 
properly indicates a discharge 
of waters (&mooroAy) “sent,” in 
this case, from a subterranean 
channel. For the form see Ewald, 
“Gramm.” § 156, 2, a. The 
pool, which still retains its old 
name, Birket Silwan, is one of 
the few undisputed sites at 
Jerusalem. It lies at the mouth 
of the Tyropeon Valley, south of 
the temple, “at the foot of 
Mount Moriah,” in Jerome’s 
words. ‘The two pools of 
Siloam were probably made for 


VER. 7—9] 
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had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made 
clay of the spittle, and anointed his eyes with the 
7clay, and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam (which is interpreted, Sent). He went away 
‘therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The neigh- 
bours therefore, and they which saw him aforetime, 
because * he was a beggar, said, Is not this he that 


ssat and begged ? 


Others said, It is he: others 


1 or that. 


the irrigation of the gardens 
below, and seem always to have 
been a favourite place for wash- 
ing purposes ; besides the surface 
drainage they received a supply 
of water from the Fountain of 
the Virgin by means of a sub- 
terranean channel. The upper 
pool is small” [an oblong reser- 
voir cut in the rock, about fifty 
feet long, sixteen feet broad, and 
eighteen feet deep], ‘and at the 
south-west corner has a rude 
flight of steps leading to the 
bottom; but the whole is fast 
going to ruin, and the accumula- 
tion of rubbish around is very 
great ; a little below this a dam 
of solid masonry has been built 
across the valley, forming the end 
of the lower and larger pool, now 
nearly filled up with rich soil 
and covered with a luxuriant 
growth of fig-trees” (Wilson, 
Notes on the Ordnance Survey 
of Jerusalem, p. 79). See Ritter, 
Palestine, iv. 148 ff. (Eng. Tr.), 
and Dict. of Bible, s.v., for notices 
of the site in earlier writers. 

An inscription, “ perhaps of 
the date of Solomon,” * was found 


* I do not know whom my father 
is quoting, The time of Hezekiah is 
generally regarded as more probable. 
(See Hastings, Dict. of Bible.) A.W. 


(June 1880) in the tunnel lead- 
ing from Siloam. 

‘Arreot.| missus v. The inter- 
pretation of the name connects 
the pool with Christ (xvii, 3, etc.), 
and not with the man. See above, 

70.] to his home, as it appears 
from the context (of yeiroves). 

8. Of otv yer... .}] No mark 
of time is given. The scene may 
belong to the following day, as 
v. 13 ff. certainly do (v. 14). 

ot Gewpodvres] they which saw 
—used habitually to see, behold 
as a conspicuous object—him 
before that (or because) he was a 
beggar. The particle ér. iy 
capable of both meanings (that, 
because). In other passages (iv. 
19, xii. 19) St. John uses the 
phrase certainly for “see . . , 
that. ..”; here, however, “be- 
cause” suits the context better : 
because he was a beggar in a public 
spot, they were familiar with his 
appearance, 

The circumstantiality of the 
narrative which follows seems to 
show that the man himself re- 
lated the events to the Evange- 
list. 

9, dd. a... GAN. OL. .] 
Two classes of people apparently 
are mentioned different from the 
first group. 
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Augustine remarks: “ Aperti 
oculi vultum mutaverant.” 

éxetvos éXey.| The pronoun here 
and in wv. 11, 12, 28, 36 is re- 
markable. It presents the man 
as the chief figure in a scene 
viewed from without. “ He, that 
signal object of the Lord's 
lover. (comp. ane 2) val T; 
(x. 6), (xiii. 30), xix. 21), and 
not ‘‘He himself,” in contrast 
with the opinions of others. 

10. Ilds otv . . .] It is to be 
observed that all the stress is 
laid upon the manner and not 
upon the fact. Compare vv. 15, 
19, 26. 

11. 6 dvOp. 6 rey. Ino. | ille homo 
qui dicitur Jesus v.; the man 
that is called Jesus. Not “that 
is called the Christ.” He had 
learnt the personal name of the 
Lord, but says nothing of His 
claims to Messiahship. The form 
of the sentence, however, points to 
the general attention which was 
directed to the Lord. It is “the 


5S b) A , 4 
eAeyov OVV EK TOV Papioaiwv TLWES 


OvK eoTrw 
2 gre ADI. 


man ” not “a man”; the man of 
whom report speaks often. 

aveBrela| I recovered my sight 
(Matt. xi. 5 ; “Mark x./5Iot-: 
Luke xviii. 41 ff.), for sight by 
nature belongs to a man even 
though he has been born blind. 
This sense appears to us better 
than: “T looked up ” (Mark xvi, 
4), 

12. Ilod éor. éxetvos ;] Where is 
he, that strange, unwelcome 
teacher, of whom we hear so 
much ? Comp. vii. 11, v. 11, notes. 


The judgements on the sign 
(13—34) 

The examination of the man 
who was healed offers a typical 
example of the growth of faith 
and unbelief. On the one side 
the Pharisees, who take their 
stand on a legal preconception, 
grow more determined and vio- 
lent: 16 (debate, division); 24 
(judgement) ; 34 (disgraceful ex- 
pulsion). On the other side the 
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said, No, but he is like him. He said, I am he. 
10 They said therefore to him, How then were thine 
ueyes opened? He answered, The man that is called 
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said 
to me, Go to Siloam, and wash: so I went away 
wand washed, and I recovered my sight. And they 
said to him, Where is he? He saith, I know not. 
1s They bring to the Pharisees him that aforetime was 
“blind. Now the day was a sabbath whereon Jesus 
made the clay, and opened his eyes. Again therefore 
the Pharisees also asked him how he recovered his 
sight. And he said to them, He put clay upon mine 
1 eyes, and I washed, and do see. Some therefore of 
the Pharisees said, This man is not from God, because 


man gains courage and clearness 
in his answers: 17 (He is a 
prophet. Opinion); 30 ff. (ac- 
ceptance of discipleship); and 
finally he openly confesses Christ, 
COs wi teh eal 


The characters thus live and 
move, and show marked traits 
of individuality. There is no- 
thing vague, nothing conven- 
tional, in the narrative, The 
record includes three scenes: the 
first examination of the man 
(13—17); the examination of 
his parents (18—23); the final 
examination and expulsion of 
the man (24—34), 

13, "Ay... mpos 7. Pap. | They 
bring to the Pharisees, as the 
recognised judges in religious 
questions. There were in Jerusa- 
lem two smaller courts, or Syna- 
gogue Councils, and the man was 
probably taken to one of these. 
In the later sections of the 
narrative, vv. 18 ff., the general 
title the Jews is used, 


14, jv St caBB. & 1 Hp... I 
erat autem Sabbatum quando. . . 
v.; now the day was a sabbath 
whereon .. . Comp. v. 9. 

tT. wyX. érou.] The words mark 
the feature in the miracle which 
technically gave offence, Comp. 
v. 12. 

15, wad... k. ot Pap... 
Again therefore the Pharisees 
also ...as not content with the 
report of others (vv. 10, 11), 
asked him how he recovered his 
sight. The answer is more curt 
than before (v. 11) ; and there is 
already something of impatience 
in the tone of it, which breaks 
out afterwards, v. 27, Tho 
making of the clay and the com- 
mand to go to Siloam are passed 
over, 

16, édey, ody. . .] therefore said 
. +. because to the legalist no 
other conclusion seemed to be 
possible. 

aX, [82] €X.... Ids... dpap- 
twA. ...| Ibis presupposed there- 
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fore that Christ had valid au- 
thority for the apparent violation 
of the Sabbath. 

toaita onp.| This was but 


IIpop. éor.] Comp. v. 33, iv. 
19, (vi. 14), iii. 2. 

18—23. The examination of 
the parents of the man follows 


one of many works (vii. 31). 

oxiopa| a division as before 
“in the multitude” (vii, 43) and 
afterwards “in the Jews” (x. 
19). One party, it will be noticed, 
laid stress upon the fact, the 
others upon a_ preconceived 
opinion by which they judged of 
the fact. 

17. rédw] again .. . as hoping 
to elicit some fresh details. 

Ti od rey... . 6f6.|] What dost 
thow say—we appeal to your own 
judgement and to the impression 
made upon you—What dost thou 
say of him, seeing that he opened 
thine eyes? For the construction, 
see ii, 18, 


the examination of the man him- 
self. They shrink with singular 
naturalness from incurring the 


displeasure of the dominant 
party. 

18. . . . ovvoi’lovd.| The Jews 
therefore .. . seeing that they 


could not reconcile a real miracle 
with disregard to the Sabbath. 
They probably suspected some 
collusion on the part of the man. 

The Jews represent the incre- 
dulous section of the Pharisees 
(v. 16), Comp. v. 22. 

19, k. npwr....| and asked... 
The words are closely connected 
with the preceding clause. 

ov tp. Aey. .. .] of whom ye say, 


Ver. 17—22] 
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he keepeth not the sabbath. But others said, How 
can a man that is a sinner do such signs? And 
there was a division among them. They say therefore 
to the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, 
seeing that he opened thine eyes? And he said, He 


isis a prophet. 


The Jews therefore did not believe 


concerning him, that he had been blind, and had 
recovered his sight, until they called the parents of 
him that had recovered his sight, and asked them, 
2saying, Is this your son, of whom ye say that he 


was born blind? how then doth he now see? 


His 


parents therefore answered and said, We know that 
athis is our son, and that he was born blind: but 
how he now seeth, we know not; or who opened 
his eyes, we know not: ask him; he is of age; he 
22 will speak for himself. These things said his parents, 
because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had 
agreed already, that if any man should confess him 


from whom we may expect certain 
information, that he was... 

20. daexp. otv... x, eix.] His 
parents therefore answered and 
said, because they were unwilling 
to incur any responsibility. 

21. otk oi8. . . . Hy. od« 018. ] 
we know not... we know not. 
The emphatic insertion of the 
pronoun in the second case gives 
a new turn to the phrase: “ we 
directly, of our own experience, 
know not, as you appeal to us, 
who opened his eyes.” 

nau. ex... .| etatem habet... 
v.; ask him, not us: he is of age, 
and therefore his answer will be 
valid, and he will not be slow to 
give it: he will speak for himself. 

22. ovvereO....iva...] conspt- 
raverant.,, ut... Vv.; had agreed 


... that... had formed a com- 
pact among themselves to secure 
this end, that... Comp. Acts 
xxiii, 20, The idea is not that 
they had determined on a punish- 
ment, but that they had deter- 
mined on an aim. 

opor, Xpiordov] The question 
had already been publicly de- 
bated, vii. 26 ff.; though the 
Lord had not so revealed Himself 
in Jerusalem (x, 24) as He had 
done in Samaria (iv. 26), 

amrocuvay. yev.] xii. 42, xvi. 2. 
This excommunication appears 
to have been exclusion from all 
religious fellowship (comp. Matt. 
xviii, 17) from “ the congregation 
of Israel.” In later times there 
were different degrees of excom- 
munication, the Curse (nn), and 
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the Isolation (xno). 
Buxtorf, Lex. s.v. 73. 
foot and Wiinsche, ad (oe. 

23. dua tovr.| For this cause 
.. . Seeing that the hostility of the 
Jews was now passing into action. 

2434. In the second ex- 
amination the conflict is brought 
to a decisive issue. The man 
chooses the Saviour whom he 
had experienced before the Moses 
of the schools, 

24. “Edov, otv. . . x deur. | voca- 
verunt ergo rursum...V.5 80 
they called theman a second time : 
we must suppose that he was 
dismissed after the confession in 
v.17, As they could no longer 
question the fact, they seek to 
put a new construction upon it, 

Ads dof. +. 63] Give glory to 
God. The phrase is a solemn 
charge to declare the whole 
truth. Compare Josh, vii. 19; 


Comp. 
Light- 


1 Esdr. ix. 8; (1 S. vi. 5). The 
man by his former declaration 
(v. 17) had really (so they imply) 
done dishonour to God. He was 
now required to confess his error, 
perhaps to confess an imposture : 
to recognise in the authoritative 
voice of “the Jews” his own 
condemnation, and to admit the 
truth of it. At the same time 
under this thought of the render- 
ing of glory to God by the con- 
fession of error, lies the further 
idea that the cure was due 
directly to God, and that to him 
and not to “the man called 
Jesus,” was gratitude to be ren- 
dered. This, however, is not the 
primary sense of the phrase, 
though it is natural so to inter- 
pret A. V. (Give God the praise). 

Augustine pithily remarks: 
“Quid est Da gloriam Deo? 
Nega quod accepisti.” 


VER. 23—29] 


to be Christ, he should be 


2 For this cause said his 
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put out of synagogue. 


parents, He is of age; ask 


him. So they called a second time the man that was 
«blind, and said unto him, Give glory to God: we 


*know that this man is 


a sinner. He therefore 


answered, If he is a sinner, I know not: one thing 
26I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. They 
said therefore to him, What did he to thee? how 


2 opened he thine eyes? 


He answered them, I told 


you even now, and ye did not hear: wherefore 
would ye hear it again? would ye also become his 
28 disciples ? And they reviled him, and said, Thou art 
that man’s disciple; but we are disciples of Moses. 


2 We know that God hath 


jpets oi8.] We, the guardians 
of the national honour, the inter- 
preters of the divine will, we 
know. . . . The claim is to abso- 
lute knowledge, and no reasons 
are alleged for the conclusion. 

dpaptwdos| by the violation of 
the Sabbath (v. 16), and there- 
fore he cannot have given de- 
liverance, 

25. Ei du. 2] The order is 
remarkable: If he is a sinner, 
as you assert, that J know not. 
The first clause is an echo of the 
words of the Pharisees, and the 
man simply states that his know- 
ledge furnishes no confirmation of 
it. Comp. Luke xxii. 67; Acts 
iv. 19, xix. 2. In 1 John iv. 1 and 
elsewhere the order is different. 

26. tray otv. . .] They said 
therefore to him, What didhe.. . ? 
how ...? The questions suggest 
that they were yet willing to 
believe, if the facts were not 
decisive against belief, 

i. . . .] would ye 


\ x 
PY Kal v. 


spoken to Moses: but as 


also. . . the words go back to 
the we, v. 24: ye who make the 
proud claims of which we have 
all heard, ye as well as I a poor 
mendicant, would ye... .% Have 
you a real desire, if only you can 
yield to it, to become his disciples ? 
The would points the idea sug- 
gested by the fresh interrogation. 

28. édod.] maledixerunt v.; 
they reviled him by questioning 
his loyalty to the law, and treat- 
ing him as an apostate. Comp, 
Acts xxiii. 4, 

pad... . éx.| that man’s dis- 
ciple. Comp. wv. 12, 37. Christ 
is looked upon as separated from 
them by a great chasm. 

29. ij. oi8.] The claim to 
knowledge is repeated (v, 24) 
with a bitter emphasis. “ Moses” 
and “this man” stand at the 
head of the two clauses to make 
the contrast sharper. 

AeAad.| hath spoken familiarly, 
face to face, and the words abide 
still. 


42 


6 , A Se > eS SQ 2 , 
80 VEOS, TOUTOV € OVK OLOAMEV TOUVEV EOTLY. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 8st’. JOHN 


(Cu. IX 


ameKptOn 6 


+ Nips > a > A \ San 
avOpwrros KQL E€LTEV AUTOLS Ev TOVUTW Yap TO Javpac- 


, > 9 e lat b) »¥ / > , 
TOV €OTLVY OTL VMLELS OUK OLOaTE mo0ev EOTLY, 


81 Lov Tovs dPfadpovs. 


ovk akovel, GAN é€av tis BeooeBys 7H Kal 


lol an 3 4 
82 QUTOU ToLN TOUTOV GKOVEL. 


oldapev ott O Geds 


We 4 , 
Kal yvor€ev 
apapTwod@v 


TO Oédynpa 


= lal 2A > > ve 
€K TOV ALWVOS OUK nova bn 


ss oT. HvEeweev Tis dPOadpovs Tudrov yeyevvypevov' ei py 


> «@ \ lal > > ie “ > / 
34 1)V OUTOS TAPQ Jeov, OUK HovvaTO TOULELV ovoev. 


\ > Spite! 
Onoav Kai elray avT@ 


> , 
amTEKPL- 


"Ev apaptias ov éyevvyOns 


Gos, Kal ov SiWdoKes Nuas; Kal e€€Badov avtov ew. 


” ry y ¥ 
35”Hxovoev “Inoovs ot. e€€Bahov avtiv e&o, Kal evpav 


QUTOV €lireV 
1 Omit 76 ADXTA. 


tout. d€. . . 700, éor.| but as 
for ... whence he is, that is, 
with what commission, by whose 
authority, he comes, Comp. 
Matt. xxi. 25. The converse 
objection is urged, vii. 27. 
Pilate at last asks the question, 
xix. 9; and the Lord claims for 
Himself alone the knowledge of 
the answer, villi. 14, 

30. ev tour. yap 7. Oavpacror, 
comp. iv. 37. The particle (ydp) 
brings out an affirmation drawn 
from the previous words, “ That 
being so as you say, then 
assuredly . . .” 

ort v.| that ye from whom we 
look for guidance... 

kai. . .] and yet he opened. 
For the xaié see vili. 20, note. 

81. oidapyev| We know, not you 
alone, nor I, but all men alike 
(comp, iii. 2; iv. 42; 1 John v., 
18 ff. note). The simple verb is 
contrasted with the strong per- 
sonal affirmation in vv, 24, 29 
(jpets oi8.). 

éav tis Jeon. WK... 


+ TOL .| 
si quis dei cultor est . L 


me eri 


\ , > \ ey Pot , 2 
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2 rot dvOpwrov NBD; rod deof ALXTA. See note. 


any man be devout and do... 
The word @cooeBys occurs here 
only inthe New Testament (comp. 
1 Tim. i, 10), The two phrases 
mark the fulfilment of duty to 
God and man. 

82. ex r. aiwv.| a seculo v.; 
Since the world began. The exact 
phrase does not occur elsewhere in 
the New Testament. Comp, Luke 
i, 70; Acts iii, 21, xv. 18 (dr 
aidvos) ; Col. i, 26 (dd r&v ai.). 

33. Comp. v. 17; Isa. lxiv, 4, 

84, “Ev duapt. ov. . . ddos]. 
The order is very significant : 
‘In sins wast thou born alto- 
gether.” So the Jews at once 
interpret and apply the question 
of the disciples, v, 2. Blindness 
was but a sign of deeper and 
more prevailing infirmity. For 
dXos comp. viii. 23. 

av ddacx.| The emphasis lies 
on ‘‘ teach.” ‘ Dost thou, marked 
out as a sinner, assume the pre- 
rogative of instruction... .?” The 
repeated ov should be noticed. 

e€eB. avr.| cast him out from 
the place of their meeting, with 


VER, 30—35] 


sofor this man, we know not whence he is. 
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The man 


answered and said to them, Why, herein is the mar- 
vellous thing, that ye know not whence he is, and 
s1 yet he opened mine eyes. We know that God heareth 
not sinners: but if any man be religious, and do his 
will, him he heareth. Since the world began it was 
never heard that any one opened the eyes of a man 


ssborn blind. 
«could do nothing. 


If this man were not from God, he 
They answered and said unto 


him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost 
thou teach us? And they cast him out. Jesus heard 
that they had cast him out; and having found him, 


contempt and contumely, as un- 
worthy of further consideration, 
Comp. Mark i. 43, note. The word 
does not describe the sentence of 
excommunication, which such a 
body was not competent to pro- 
nounce, but opens the prelude 
to it, 


The beginning of the new Society 
(35—41) 

The ejection of the blind man 
who had been healed from the 
council of the Pharisees furnished 
the occasion for the beginning 
of a new Society distinct from 
the dominant Judaism. For 
the first time the Lord offers 
Himself as the object of faith, 
and that in His universal char- 
acter in relation to humanity, 
as “the Son of man.” He had 
before called men to follow Him : 
He had revealed Himself, and 
accepted the spontaneous homage 
of believers: but now He pro- 
poses a test of fellowship. The 
universal Society is based on the 
confession of a new truth. The 
blind who acknowledge their 


blindness are enlightened: the 
seeing who are satisfied with their 
sight (oidauev) are proved to be 
blind. In this connexion the use 
of the term ¢wricyds for Baptism, 
theinitiation intothe new Society, 
is noteworthy, 

35. "Hx. “Ino.] The man him- 
self may well have spoken of 
his treatment. 

etp. avr. cim.] having found 
him, he said. Comp. i. 43, v, 14, 
The “ work of God” was not yet 
completed. Modo lavat faciem 
cordis in Augustine’s words, 

3v muor.| The emphasis of the 
pronoun is remarkable, and may 
be contrasted with v, 34. Dost 
thou, thou the outcast, thou that 
hast received outward sight, thou 
that hast borne a courageous 
testimony, believe on the Son of 
Man—cast thyself with complete 
trust on Him who gathers up in 
Himself, who bearsand who trans- 
figures all that belongs to man ? 
For the use of o¥ in questions 
compare i, 19, 21 ; ii, 20; iii, 10; 
iv. 9, 12; viii, 25; xiii, 6; xviii, 
83 xxi] 9. 
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The thought of “the Son of 
man” stands in true contrast 
with the selfish isolation of ‘‘ the 
Jews.” The new Society, seen 
here in its beginning, rests upon 
this foundation, wide as humanity 
itself. Comp. v. 11 (called Jesus). 
See Additional Note. 

36. Kai ris. . .| And who is he 

..% The conjunction marks the 
eager, urgent, wondering ques- 
tion. The thought which it 
meets seems to be beyond hope. 
Compare Mark x. 26; Luke 
xe, 

At the same time he asks that 
faith may find its object (that I 
may believe...) His trust in 
Jesus is absolute. 

37. ciz. ait. 6 Inco... .| Jesus 
said... Thou hast both seen him 
—with the eyes which God hath 
even now opened—and he that 
talketh with thee is he. The 
natural form of the sentence 
would have been “Thou hast 
both seen Him and heard Him ” ; 
but the circumstances of his 
immediate position give shape 
to the latter clause; ‘‘ He that 
talketh with thee familiarly, as 
man with man, is He, that sub- 
lime Person, who seems to stand 
far off from thought and ex- 
perience (éxeivos).” 

Here for the first time the 
Lord reveals Himself as the 


yy Y nA , A e > > ~ 
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2 Insert épy B. 


direct object of personal faith ; 
and not in vain. 

38. Confession in word and 
deed follows at once on the 
revelation. In St. John zpoo- 
kuvelv is never used of the worship 
of mere respect (iv. 20 ff., xii. 20). 

Iltor. x.| L believe, Lord. The 
order is significant. ‘‘I do be- 
lieve : I do fulfil that which thou 
requirest of me.” In every other 
place in the Gospel (except v. 36 ; 
xi, 27, xxi. 15, 16, where it was 
impossible) Kvpre stands first. 
Comp. Luke ix. 61, dxorAovbjcw 
co, kipee. . . Matt, xxvi. 22, 
pare eye eiyt, Kvpie; Matt, xv. 22; 
xvi, 22 (not xx. 30 f.), 

Thus iii, 15 finds an accom- 
plishment. 

39. x. eit. 6 "Ino.] And Jesus 
said, not directly to any one nor to 
any group of those about Him, but 
as interpreting the scene before 
Him. The separation between 
the old and the new was now 
consummated, when the rejected 
of “the Jews” sank prostrate at 
the feet of the Son of man, 

Eis xpys. éy. . . . 7A0.] For 
judgement I came ... not to 
execute judgement (pious), but 
that judgement (xpiya) may issue 
from My Presence. Comp. Luke 
ii. 34 f. The Son was not sent 
to judge (iii. 17), but judgement 
followed from His advent in the 
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she said, Dost thou believe on the Son of Man? He 
| answered and said, And who is he, Lord, that I may 
}sr believe on him? Jesus said unto him, Thou hast 
| both seen him, and he that talketh with thee is he. 
x And he said, I believe, Lord. And he worshipped 
‘whim. And Jesus said, For judgement came I into 





this world, that they which see not may see; 


that they which see may 


manifestation of faith and un- 
_ belief (iii. 18 f.). The emphatic 
pronoun carries back the refer- 
ence to the “ Son of man.” 

For the contrast of «pia and 
Kpiows, see Heb. vi. 2 and ix, 27; 
mriei.s) 1. Oor. xi,..29, Kpiva is 
not found again in the Gospel or 
Epistles of St. John. 

T. Koo. Tout.| this world, the 
world as made known to us in 
its present state, full of conflict 
and sin, and so distinguished 
from the world which includes 
all created being. The phrase 
occurs vill, 23, xi. 9, xii, 25, 31, 
xii. 1, xvi. 11, xviii. 36; 1 John 
tye 17. 

iva of pip Brer....] The true 
commentary on these words is 
Luke x, 21 || Matt. xi. 25, and 
Matt. xii, 31, 32. The phrase 
must be taken literally to de- 
scribe those who have no in- 
tellectual knowledge, no clear 
perception of the divine will and 
the divine law; the simple, the 
little children. These by appre- 
hending the revelation of the 
Son of man grasp the fulness of 
the Gospel, and see. Those on 
the other hand who had know- 
ledge of the Old Covenant, who 
were so far “wise and under- 
standing,” and rested in what 
they knew, by this very wisdom 


and 


become blind. Those of 


became incapable of further 
progress and unable to retain 
what they had. 

tup. yev.] may become blind. 
By wilfully confining their vision 
men lose the very power of seeing. 
There is a contrast between oi 
pn Bd€rovres and ruddot. The 
former have the power of sight, 
though it is unused: the latter 
have not the power. 

Compare Heb. vy. 11 vobpot 
yeyOvate rais dxoats; vi. 12 tva 
BH voOpot yévnobe. 

Origen (c, Cels. vii. 39) gives 
a different interpretation of the 
passage which includes important 
truth. He dwells on the double 
vision of man, sensual and 
spiritual, referring to Gen. iii, 
5 ff, and after quoting these 
words, adds: Mi} BXérovras pev 
aivitropevos Tovs THS Wuxijs 6pOar- 
pods ods 6 Adyos rover Brérev, 
Brérovras 8 rods roy aicOncewv, 
Tovrovs d€ éripdov 6 Adyos, wa 
drepiordotws % Yoxn Brery & See. 
Tavros obv TOD Kara Tporov Xploria- 
vilovros 6 Ths Yuyis eynyeptat 
opbarpos Kal 6 ris aicOnoews 
péwuKe, Kat dvddoyov TH eyepore 
Tov Kpelrrovos bpbadpod Kab TH 
pice tov Sheov THs aicbiorens 
voetrat kat Oewpetrar Exdorw 6 émt 
maou Peds Kal 6 vids adroi, Aédyos 
kal copia tvyxdvwy Kat rd Aourd. 
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The double action of Christ to 
give sight and to blind is recog- 
nised in prophecy. Comp. Isa. 
vi. 10 (c. xii. 40). 

40. ék 7. Bap... . of per avr. 
évt.| Those of the Pharisees which 
were with him .. . who still 
followed under the guise of dis- 
cipleship (Matt. xii. 2 f., 38; 
Luke vi. 2; Mark xvi. 10, ‘ete. ), 
but clung to their own views of 
Messiah’s work (viii, 31 ff.). 

Mi x. ny. tup. eop.;| Are we 
also blind? we who have ac- 
knowledged Thy claims in ad- 
vance—we who in virtue of our 
insight (iii. 2) have come to know 
Thee while others are in doubt 
(x. 24)? Can it be that we who 
saw then have now lost the 
power of sight? The question 
(like the claim of Nicodemus, 
ili. 2, oldapev) is inspired by the 
pride of class. The answer lays 
open, the responsibility of privi- 
lege. Better—such is the force 
of it—is the lack of knowledge, 
than knowledge real and mis- 
used. The words (ei ruddAoct Are) 
recognise that in a sense the 
Pharisees were not blind. They 
had a power of perception of the 
truth. Thus their claim to sight 
is conceded so far as to leave 
them without excuse, when they 
failed to profit by it. This 
appears to be a more natural 
interpretation than to suppose 
that the phrase means “If you 
recognised your blindness” (‘ Si 
cect essetis, id est, si vos czecos 
adverteretis, si vos czcos dice- 


retis, et ad medicum curreretis.” 


(Aug.) 

Rupert says rightly, ‘Si ceeci 
essetis’ inquit, id est, si non con- 
fideritis in vobis metipsis et si 
non tulissetis clavim  scientize 
nec ipsi inter euntes nec alios 
intrare permittentes peccatum 
non haberetis.” 

For pa Kat (jpeis) see vi. 67; 
vii. 47, 52; xviii. 17, 25. The 
form of expression is " character- 
istic of the Gospel. 

41. ovk av «iy. dp.| ye would 
have had no sin. Comp, xv. 22, 
24, xix. 11; 1 Johni. 8. Sin is 
regarded as something cleaving 
to the man himself, which has be- 
come (so to speak) part of him, 
and for which he i is responsible, 

viv 6& dey. dre BXex.] There 
seems to be a pathetic pause 
after these words. Then at last 
follows the sentence: ‘ You 
plead the reality of your know- 
ledge, and the plea, in this sense, 
is just. You are witnesses 
against yourselves. Then is 
there no further illumination. 
Your sin abideth.” 

There is a remarkable saying 
assigned to R, Abuhu which ex- 
presses the thought of this verse, 
A Sadducee asked him, When 
cometh the Messiah? “ Go first,” 
was the answer, “‘ and make dark 
this people.” ‘ What sayest 
thou? That is a reproach to 
me.” “TJ appeal,” answered the 
Rabbi, “to Is. lx. 2.” (Sanhe- 
drin, 99a, quoted by Wiinsche 
on John iii. 19.) 
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the Pharisees which were with him heard these things, 


and said unto him, Are we also blind ? 


Jesus said 


unto them, If ye were blind, ye would have had no 
sin: but now ye say, We see: your sin abideth. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE ON CHAP. IX. 35 


‘The ancient authorities are 
divided as to the reading of the 
title under which the Lord offers 
Himself as the object of faith. 
Tov viov Tod avOpwrov (the Son of 
man) is read by SBD, the The- 
baic version, by copies of the 
Aithiopic, and by some texts of 
Chrysostom. 

On the other hand, roy vidv rod 
Ocod (the Son of God) is read by 
ALX 1, 33, and apparently all 
other MSS. (C. is defective), by 
the Latin and Syriac and Mem- 
phitic versions, by Tertullian, 
Cyril of Alexandria, etc. 

Both readings were evidently 
very widely spread at the be- 
ginning of: the third century ; 
and though undoubtedly such a 
combination of MSS. as NBD is 
shown by a wide induction to be 
practically irresistible, the case 
is one in which it is important 
to take internal evidence into 
account. 

The titles “the Son of man” 
and “the Son of God” do not 
occur very frequently in St. 
John, and each about the same 
number of times. Nor does there 
appear to have been any general 
tendency to substitute one for 
the other, or to introduce either 
one or the other. In v. 19, D 
and a few kindred authorities 
read “the Son of man” for “ the 
Son.” It is of much more im- 
portance that elsewhere in con- 
fessions the title used is uniformly 
“the Son of God” (i. 34, 50, xi. 


27: comp. xx. 31); and partly 
for this reason the introduction 
of the Synoptic confession of St. 
Peter in vi! 69 became natural 
and easy. At first sight indeed 
the demand for belief in “the 
Son of man ” is difficult to under- 
stand. It seems certain that 
there could have been no inclina- 
tion on the part of scribes to 
substitute this unusual phrase 
for the common one; and the 
evidence is too varied to admit 
of the supposition that “ Son of 
man” was accidentally substi- 
tuted for “Son of God.” On the 
other hand, the converse change 
from “Son of man” to “Son 
of God” was very obvious, 
whether the change was made 
mechanically or as the correction 
of a supposed blunder. 

All the probabilities of change 
are in favour of “the Son of 
man” as the original reading. 
A closer examination of the con- 
text shows that this title is re- 
quired to bring out the full 
meaning of the scene. The man 
had been expelled with contumely 
by the religious leaders of his 
people. He had in the popular 
sense broken with Judaism. He 
was therefore invited to accept 
an object of faith larger than 
that which was offered by the 
current conceptions of Messiah, 
“the Son of God.” It was not 
necessary that he should have 
any very distinct understanding 
of the full meaning of the phrase 
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“the Son of man” (xii. 23, 34) ; 
but at least it must have sug- 
gested to him one who being Man 
was the hope of man. This is 
the elementary form of the con- 
fession of the Incarnation on 
which the universal Church rests. 

An examination of the other 
passages (i. 51, iii. 13 f., vi. 27, 
53, 62, villi. 28, ix. 35, xii. 23, 
xiii, 31) in which the title occurs 
shows clearly that it is in each 
case (as here) an essential part 
of the teaching which they 
convey, 

The title occurs in the Gospel : 

i. 51 (52) dWeoGe tov ovpuvov 
dvewyota Kal Tovs ayyéXovs Tod 
Qeod dvaBaivovras Kai Katafal- 
vovtas émt Tov viov TOU avOpurov. 

ii, 13 f. oddels dvaBéBynxev «is 
Tov ovpavov «i pn) 6 ek TOD Ovpavod 
KataBds, 6 vios TOD avOpwrov. 

tWwbjvar det Tov vidv Tod avOpa- 
mov Wa mas 0 TioTevwv ev aitTo 
éxyn Swnv aidviov. 

vi. 27 épydleobe . . . tiv Bpaow 
Thy pevovoav eis Conv aidvov Hv 
0 vids TOD avOpdrrov tty dice. 

vi. 53 eay py pdynte THY capKa. 
Tov viod Tov avOparov Kal ainre 
avTov TO aipa ovk exere Conv ev 
€avrois. 

vi. 62 éav odv Oewpynre Tov vidv 
tov avOpwirov avaBaivovta Grou jv 
TO TpOTEpor ; 

vill. 28 orav tWdonre tov viov 
tod avOpdrov tétre yrooerbe drt 
> , > 
eyo €lput. 

ix. 3D 3b moreves cis Tov vidv 
Tov avOpwrov ; 

xil. 23 €Andvbev 7) dpa tva do€- 
ac67 0 vids Tod avOparov. 

xii. 31 viv edogacby 0 vids rod 


avOpuirov Kal o beds edogacOn ev 
auTo. 

Comp. xii. 34. 

Distinguish v. 27. 

2 4 > >A / 

eEovoiay dwkev avT@ Kpiow 
Trovely OTL vios avOpurou éativ. 


The first passage gives the 
general view of the revelation. In 
the Son of man the intercourse of 
heaven and earth is restored: in 
Him humanity attains the ful- 
filment of its destiny. 

This main thought is developed 
under various aspects in the pas- 
sages which follow. 

The beginning of restoration 
must be from heaven: its ac- 
complishment, under the actual 
circumstances of life, can only 
be through suffering. Eternal 
life is found in fellowship with 
Him who unites God and man, 
who in love comes down from 
heaven, and by the way of 
sorrow goes up again to heaven. 

Thus the true aim and the 
adequate support of life are 
made clear, The spiritual is 
shown to be the real. He who 
has transfigured the earthly 
ascends where He was before. 

By this exaltation through the 
Cross to the throne of God, the 
character of Messiah’s work is 
finally made known. His work 
is for the world and not for 
a people only, 

And in the last trial through 
treachery and death the Son of 
man maintains perfect trust in 
God, and so in Him God is 
glorified: the end of creation is 
reached, 
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not by the door into the fold of the sheep, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and 
2a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is 


The Nature of the New Society 
(x. 1—21) 


The reception of the outcast 
of the Synagogue gave occasion 
for an exposition under familiar 
figures of the nature of the new 
Society. At first this is given 
generally. The relation of the 
Shepherd to the Fold and to the 
Sheep suggests the character of 
the work which Christ had to do 
in respect of the organization of 
the divine Church, and to the 
completeness of His power to 
claim His own true followers 
(1—6). Afterwards the images 
are applied directly. Christ shows 
how He fulfils the offices indi- 
cated by “the Door” (7—10), 
and by “the Shepherd ” (11—16), 
He is “the Good Shepherd” 
regard of His devotion (11—13) 
and of His sympathy (14—16). 
His work too rests on perfect 
fellowship with the Father (17, 
18). Once again His words divide 
His hearers (19—21), 

We notice the use of the same 
image in the Synoptic Gospels : 
“the lost sheep,” Luke xv. 4 ff, ; 
Matt. xviii. 12ff., ix. 36 éce 
mpoBara py exovra roeva, x. 6 
Ta mp. TA drrokwAdra olKOV "Iopanr 
(to the apostles), xv. 24 eis r& zp. 
Ta dmroX. olkov I, xvi, 31 mardéw 
Tov 7.; Luke xii. 32 py poBod 7d 
. wotviov. Especially notice St. 
Paul at Miletus, Acts xx. 28; 
St, Peter, 1 Pet. v. 2f., ii, 25 ds 
mp. mAav.; cf. John xxi. 16; 
Heb. xiii, 20 rov 7. rav Tp. TOV 


péyav. 
VOL. II. 


Cuap. X. 1—6. The point of 
connexion lies in the thought of 
the Pharisees as the shepherds 
of God’s Fold in contrast with 
the shepherds who may perhaps 
have been seen gathering their 
flocks for the night’s shelter on 
the hills, though the thought of 
the allegory is that of the morn- 
ing’s work. On one side were 
self-will and selfishness ; on the 
other loyal obedience and de- 
votion. Comp. Ezek. xxxiy. 
2 ff.; Jer. iii, 15, xxiii, 1ff.; 
Zech, xi. 3 ff. ; Isa, xlii. 22 ff, liii, 
Comp. Mic. vii. 14; Ps. xxiii; 
Isa, xl, 11, lxiii. 13 f. 

The allegory is given at first 
in its complex form. All the 
elements stand together undis- 
tinguished. Afterwards the two 
chief facts are considered sepa- 
rately, the fold and the flock, 
In relation to the Fold Christ 
is the Door; in relation to the 
Flock He is the Good Shepherd. 
But for the present this personal 
application lies in the back- 
ground. The teaching is general. 
ven in Old Testament times the 
“Word” was the Door. Augus- 
tine (In Joh. XLV. 9) says well: 
tempora variata sunt, non fides. 

1. apy duy...| The old 
thought is taken up upon a fresh 
stage: there is continuance at 
once and progress (v. 7). 

apnv auyv probably represents 
NON DION dyvay, dunva, verily 
I say. 

In api A€yw, Aéyw is merely 
translated as in dBBa 6 rarip. 

aunv auyv A. occurs only in 
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St. John and used by Christ, 
as anv A€yw occurs in Synn. used 
only by Christ. 

dpnv is never used for ‘‘ verily” 
by Jews (Lowe, Pesachim, p. 70, 
note). 

ap. X. cor occurs: Matt, v. 26 ; 
Mark xiv. 30 (1 Peter); Luke 
xxiii. 43, a, cor A€yw (to penitent 
robber). 

apynv ay. A. cov: John iii, 3, 5, 
Lexi 236 sox at, 15, 

ap. ap. A, duty: 1, 52 (51), v. 
19, 24, 25, vi. 26, 32, 47, 53, 
viii. 84, 51, 58, x. 1, 7, xii. 24, 
xiii. 16, 20, 21, xiv. 12, xvi. 20, 
23. The phrase does not occur 
in chs, iv. vii. ix, xi. Xv. 

The formula is always used 
in reference to some difficulty, 
doubt, wonder: it is a solemn 
declaration of that which may 
well cause surprise. 

T. avd. 7. mpof.| ovile oviwm 
v.; the fold of the sheep. The 
two ideas of the fold and the flock 
are presented distinctly. Comp. 
v. 7, the door of the sheep. 

avaBaw. adAax.] . . . ascendit 
aliunde v.; climbeth up (over the 
fence) some other way, not coming 
from the pastures or from the 
shepherd’s home, and thinking of 
himself only, he makes his own 
road and overleaps the barriers 
which are set. He does that 
which the feeble sheep cannot 
do, and so at once separates him- 
self from them (a “‘ Pharisee ”). 

On entering by the door 


Augustine remarks : ‘ Qui intrat 
per hanc januam oportet humiliet 
se, ut sano capite possit intrare.” - 

And Rupert: “Intrare per 
ostium quid est nisi imitari 
Christum?... Item, quid est 
imitari Christum nisi non a 
selpso quemque venire sed cum 
subjectione obedientiz mittentis 
sive vocantis sustinere impe- 
rium ?¢” 

kerr. €or. K. Anot.| fur est et 
latro v.; is a thief who seeks to 
avoid detection, and a robber, who 
uses open force to secure his ends. 
For Anoryjs see xviii. 40; Matt. 
xxvii. 38, xxvi. 55, and parallel ; 
Luke x. 30, and for kXémrys, xii. 
6; 1 Thess. v. 2ff Comp. Hos. 
vi. 9; Matt. xxi. 13 (Jer. vii. 11), 
omnX. Ano. 

2. rou. €or. T. TpoB.| is shep- 
herd of the sheep, one, it may be, 
of many, but his true nature is 
shown by his act. The absence 
of the article fixes attention on 
the character as distinct from 
the person. 

Several flocks were often 
gathered into one fold for pro- 
tection during the night. In the 
morning each shepherd passed 
into the fold to bring out his 
own flock ; and he entered by the 
same door as they. Hence the 
emphatic repetition of ‘ sheep” 
(vv. 2, 7). As several flocks 
were gathered in one fold, the 
sheep of the One Shepherd might 
be in several folds (v. 16). 
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sa shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth ; 


and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his 
«sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 


own 
When he 


hath put forth all his own, he goeth before them, 


and the sheep follow him: 


sBut a stranger will they 


3. Ovpwpds] ostiarius v. 3 the 
porter, the guardian to whose 
care the fold in each case is com- 
mitted. Comp. Mark xiii, 34. 
Thus the interpretation will vary 
according to the special sense 
attached to the “sheep” and 
the “shepherd.” The figure is 
not to be explained exclusively of 
the Holy Spirit or of the Father, 
or of Moses, or of John the 
Baptist, but of the Spirit acting 
through His appointed ministers 
in each case, 

avovy.|] openeth, when the shep- 
herd returns to seek out his 
sheep and lead them to pasture, 

7a mpo.] all that are gathered 
within the fold, listen to his voice, 
as a shepherd’s voice, even though 
they are not peculiarly his own 
sheep. But the shepherd of each 
flock calleth his own sheep by 
_ name and leadeth them out. First 

comes the personal recognition, 
and then follows the fulfilment 
of the specific office. 

gov. Kar’ 6v.]| Comp. Isa. xl, 
26, xliii, 1, xlv. 3, xlix. 1 (cf, Lxii, 
2); Rev. iii. 5; 3 John 15. The 
phrase “to be known” by God 
corresponds with this image: 
1 Cor, viii. 3, xiii. 12; Gal. iv, 9. 
Each “sheep” has its own name, 
They are severally regarded not 
as simply units in a flock, but as 
having a peculiar character, In 
accordance with this conception 

the word wvet expresses personal 


for they know his voice. 
not follow, but will flee 


address rather than general or 
authoritative invitation (xaXe?). 
Comp. Ps. exlvii. 4, 

“Quemadmodum unus idemque 
Dominus noster Jesus Christus et 
via et veritas et vita est, sic non 
solum ostium sed et ostiarius et 
adhue ipsa ovium est pascua ” 
(Rup.). 

4. Grav... exBar.] When he 
hath put forth. In part an 
idea of separation underlies the 
parable. There is a sense in 
which the true shepherd not 
only ‘leads forth,” but also 
“puts forth his own sheep,” 
with a loving constraint (comp. 
Luke x. 2), as well as that in 
which the false shepherds “ put 
forth” (ix. 34). With regard 
to the old fold of Israel the 
time for this separation was at 
hand. 

So when the Shepherd hath 
put forth all his own, he places 
himself at their head and goeth 
before them. The sheep... know 
(oiSacw) his voice. This know- 
ledge is absolute. Contrast v. 14, 

mopeverat] He has a definite 
end in view. He waits till al] 
have gone forth, and then He 
places Himself at their head. 

“Expedit ut cum emiserit illas 
per verbum exhortationis cedat 
ante illas per exemplum boni 
operis” (Rup.). 

dddorp. 8€. . .]  alienum 
autem v.; But a stranger .. , 
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Compare, for the application of 
the thoughts, 1 John iii. 6, 9, 
v. 18 (rnpet airov). So the blind 
man had resisted the threats and 
persuasions of the Pharisees, 

t. dAXorp.| strangers as a class 
contrasted with the sons of God. 
Comp. Matt. xvii. 25f.; Heb. 
xi. 34). These are not, however, 
the same as the “thieves and 
robbers.” 

6. apom.| proverbium v. ; 
parable. The Greek word is else- 
where in E, V. translated proverb, 
ch. xvi. 25, 29 (2 Pet. ii. 22). It 
occurs for Syi9 in Symmachus’ 
translation of Ezek. xii. 22f., 
xvi. 44, where LXX. has zapa- 
Body, and in Prov. i. 1, xxv. 1., 
xxvi. 7 (LXX.). Elsewhere (23 
times) byin is rendered by 
mapafodn, Comp. Ecclus, xlvii. 
17, & . . . wapoupiats Kat mapa- 
Bodats. It suggests the notion 
of a mysterious saying full of 
compressed thought, rather than 
that of a simple comparison. 

avtois| that is, the Pharisees 
of ix. 40. 

éx. 8. ovk éyv.]| The men whose 
legal self-complacency has been 
already noted (éketvor, comp. vii. 
45), failed to perceive the true 
meaning of the allegory; the 
spiritual conceptions of the fold, 
the door, the sheep, the shepherd, 
were all strange to them (comp. 
v. 20). 

Above all, they could not under- 
stand the spirit of sacrifice and 


2 Omit 6 B. 


3 Omit mpd éuod N*EFGTA, 


self-humiliation, which is shown 
to mark the true teacher. 

There is an instructive parallel 
in Matt. xiii. 11 ff. 

7—10. After drawing the 
general picture of the true re- 
lation of the Teacher to the 
Society and the outward organi- 
zation, the Lord interprets it in 
relation to Himself under two 
main aspects. He is “the Door 
of the sheep” (7—10), and also 
‘the Good Shepherd” (11—16). 
The first application determines 
that He is the one means of 
entrance to the Church at all 
times. ‘‘Through Him” men 
enter, and “through Him ” they 
find access to the full treasures 
of life. 

In the first case He is 
contrasted with open enemies 
(“thieves and robbers”) who ob- 
tain access to the fold by fraud 
and violence. In the second case 
He is contrasted with those who 
have duly received the shepherd’s 
charge, but who fulfil it only for 
selfish ends without true self- 
devotion. 

7. ciz. ov . . . 6 'Iyo.] Jesus 
therefore . . . in order to bring 
out the chief points of teaching 
in the allegory, said again, pro- 
bably after an interval (viii. 12, 
21). There is at least a pause 
in thought. 

Gu. du. ...| The teaching is 
again advanced another stage. 
That which has been up to this 
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from him: for they know not the voice of strangers, 
éThis parable’ spake Jesus to them: but they un- 
derstood not what things they were which he spake 
7to them. Jesus therefore said again, Verily, verily, 
sl say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
that came before me are thieves and robbers: 


' or proverb, 





time general is now set forth in 
its special and most complete 
fulfilment. The universal law of 
the divine revelation is presented 
in its absolute expression. For 
he that entereth (v, 2) we read I 
am (vv. 7,11). This being so, 
Christ reveals Himself under 
two distinct aspects. He is “the 
Door” in regard of the society 
(the Fold) to which He gives 
admission; He is “the Good 
Shepherd ” in regard of the indi- 
vidual care with which He leads 
each member of His flock. The 
thoughts of Ezek. xxxiv. are 
everywhere present. 

2 Oup. tr. mpofs.| the door of the 
sheep, not the door of the fold. 
Even under this aspect the 
thought is connected with the 
life and not simply with the or- 
ganization. 

t. mpof3.| of the sheep, by which 
sheep alike and shepherd enter, 
and not simply the door to the 
sheep. The phrase includes the 
thought of v. 1 and of v. 9, Even 
the shepherds—except the One 
Shepherd—are sheep also, 

This phrase had a wide cur- 
rency in early Christian litera- 
ture from some oral source, 

Hegesipp. ap. Huseb, ii. 23 ris 
9 Ovpa tov ‘Inood; 

Ign. Philad. 9 airds dv Ovpa 
TOU TaTpos. 


Clem. Hom. iii, 52 eAcyey “Eya 


cit y mvUAN TAS Lwns & SV €/00 
Elo epyomevos cio épxerat eis Thy Conv. 

[ Hippol. | Philosoph. v. 8, p. 111 
eyo cic TIAN 7) GAnOu}. 

Clem. R. i, 48 wodXGv mud 
dvewyuiav, 7 év Sixaootyy atry 
éotiv ) ev xpirTa. 

Herm, Sim. ix. 12 4 wiry 6 vids 
Tov Oeod éoriv. 

8. rdvres doo HAO... . clot, . | 
All that came... are. The second 
verb (<iciv) fixes the application 
of the words to the immediate 
crisis of national expectation, 
The interpretation of the whole 
phrase lies in the word came, in 
which we may see the full signi- 
ficance of the title, he that should 
come, asin v.10. Thus the term 
includes essentially the notions 
of false Messiahs and self-com- 
missioned teachers, of all who 
professed to supply the spiritual 
support of the divine society, 

We may also see a wider appli- 
cation of the phrase to all non- 
Jewish religious or philosophical 
systems which claimed to bring 
final and perfect satisfaction to 
men. Contrast Plato, Phaed, p. 
85, D, The present tense (eiaiv) 
marks the general character, The 
condemnation does not touch 
“seekers after God.” These were 
seekers of self, 

The omission of rpd éuod in an 
important group of early authori- 
ties (x*, Zheb., Lat. vt., Syrr., 
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ete. ; quotquot venerunt v.) points 
to this interpretation, while it 
obscures it. They who “came” 
(comp. 1 John v. 6), who pre- 
tended to satisfy the national 
expectation inspired by the 
prophets, or to mould the na- 
tional expectations after the 
Pharisaic type, who offered in 
any way that which was to be 
accepted as the end of the earlier 
dispensation, who made them- 
selves “doors” of approach to 
God (Matt. xxiii. 14), were essen- 
tially and continued to be inspired 
by selfishness, whether their de- 
signs were manifested by craft 
or by violence, and whether 
they were directed to gain or to 
dominion, They were thieves and 
robbers. With them John the 
Baptist may be contrasted. He 
claimed only to prepare the way 
for one “ coming ” (i. 30). 
“Ommnes quotquot venerunt. 
Quid enim? tu non _ venisti? 
Sed intellige: Ommnes quotquot 
venerunt dixi, utique preter me 
Ante adventum ipsius ve- 
nerunt Prophete ; numquid fures 
et latrones fuerunt? Absit. 
Non preter illum venerunt, quia 
cum illo venerunt ... Cum 
illo venerunt qui cum verbo Dei 
venerunt ... preecesserunt justi, 
sic in eum credentes venturum 
quomodo nos credimus in eum qui 
venit” (Aug. Jn Joh. XLV. 8, 9). 
Theophylact expresses part of 
the truth: mpdcyes Kal rH axpt- 
Bela rips NeEews" “Ooo HAGov” pyoly 
GAN ovx “dco. areotddnoay.” ot 
uev yap mpopytat drocradévtes 


c , > ¥ > \ y lA \ 
O KAE€TTNS OUK EpxeTaL EL py Wa Key Kal 


mapeyévovto, ot dé Wevdorpopyrat 
. . » pndevds arooteihavtos NpxovTo 
.. . (Jer. xxiii, 21), 

Rupert remarks: “ Aliud est 
simpliciter et absolute venisse, 
aliud in nomine Domini vel a 
Deo venisse, unde prophet et 
sacerdotes sancti non tantum 
venisse, sed in nomine Domini 
venisse, vel in nomine Domini 
locuti esse dicendi sunt.” 

mpo éy.| of time(v.7). Christ 
came when ‘all things were 
ready,” in the fulness of time; 
and therefore whoever antici- 
pated by however little the 
moment of the divine revelation 
so far violated its harmony with 
life. The other interpretations, 
“instead of,” “passing by,” 
“apart from,” ‘before my com- 
mission to them,” do violence 
to the words, and express only 
fragments of the true idea, 

ovk yKovoav ...] Such as were 
waiting for the consolation of 
Israel found no satisfaction in 
the works or designs or promises 
of those who sought to substitute 
another hope for that which the 
true Christ realised. There was 
no ‘‘ Gospel for the poor” (Luke 
vi. 20, vii. 22; Matt. xi. 5) till 
the Son of man came. 

Even if these false leaders 
were present (eici), their fate 
was already decided (ot« jxovcar). 
They had set forth their system 
and failed. 

9. Ovpa] The thought is 
now concentrated upon the office 
(the door), and not upon the rela- 
tion (the door of the sheep). 
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I am the door: 


through me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 


in and 


and shall go 
10 pasture. 


du’ éuot édy . . .] Through me 
if... The emphatic order 
brings out the unique personal 
relation in which the Lord stands 
to the believer, even in regard to 
the society. 

The promise is made quite 
generally (if any one), and not 
limited to the shepherds. The 
one entrance once made (if any 
one enter) is followed by the 
assurance and the enjoyment of 
freedom (he shall be saved . . .). 
These words evidently describe 
the blessings of all Christians, 
and not of teachers only. 

acwlnoerat. ..| he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and go 
out, and shall find pasture, The 
fulness of the Christian life is 
exhibited in its three elements— 
safety, liberty, support. Admis- 
sion to the fold brings with it 
first security (he shall be saved). 
But this security is not gained 
by isolation. The believer goes 
‘wm and goes out without endan- 
gering his position (Num, xxvii. 
17 [Joshua]; Deut. xxxi. 2; 
1 Sam. xviii. 16 [David]; 
2 Chron, i. 10 [Solomon]; Ps. 
exxi, 8); he exercises the sum 
of all his powers, claiming his 
share in the inheritance of the 
world, secure in his home. And 
while he does so he jinds pas- 
ture. He is able to convert to 
the divinest uses all the fruits 
of the earth. But in all this he 
retains his life ‘in Christ,” and 
he approaches all else “ through 

Christ,” who brings not only 
redemption but the satisfaction 


go out, and shall find 


The thief cometh not, but that he may 


of man’s true wants. 
vii. 37. 

10. 6 xAérrys] Christ presents 
Himself in His relation to others 
(through me if...). His rivals 
stand by themselves. And here 
the meaner word (thief not robber) 
is chosen to show the true nature 
of that which appears to be less 
hateful when it is seen in its 
more violent forms, 

wa... amoAéon| Whoever 
sets up a selfish ideal, and falls 
short of the completeness of self- 
sacrifice, abridges the resources 
of men. He not only steals to 
satisfy his own ends, but in do- 
ing thus he necessarily hills and 
destroys. In the pursuit of his 
object he wastes life and he 
wastes the sustenance of life, 
even if he does not propose to 
himself such an end. ‘This is 
an universal truth (cometh, not 
came); and contrasted with it is 
the single unparalleled fact J 
came that men may have life and 
may have abundance. These two 
aims are contrasted with hill and 
destroy: the contrast to “steal” 
lies in the very fact of Christ’s 
coming, And thus the work of 
Christ is presented in its two 
issues, which correspond with the 
two fatal issues of the selfish 
prophet : the gift of life, and the 
gift of abundance. Life in itself 
is not all. There must be also 
that which shall maintain, and 
strengthen, and extend the action 
of life; and this also Christ as- 
sures, His sheep “ find pasture’”’ 

mepisaov éxwow] may have 


Compare 


_ 
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abundance. The repetition of 
éxwow points to this parallelism. 
The Christian has life, and he 
has an overflow of grace. Comp. 
Ps, xxiii. 1, J shall not want ; 
5, my cup runneth over. For ep. 
éxev, comp. Xen, We. xx.1. The 
idea that the phrase points to 
something more than life, as the 
kingdom of heaven, or the par- 
ticipation in the Holy Spirit, ex- 
presses only part of the meaning, 
which is indicated in i. 16, 

At the same time there is 
an element of truth in Rupert’s 
words : “* Vitam quam habebant 
in spe dedit ut haberent in re.” 

11—16. The last verse fur- 
nishes the transition from the 
social to the personal relation, 
from the door to the shepherd. 
Two points are specially brought 
out in the character of ‘“‘ the good 
shepherd,” His perfect self-sacri- 
fice (11—13), and His perfect 
knowledge (14, 15), which ex- 
tends beyond the range of man’s 
vision (16). The whole _ por- 
traiture of ‘the Good Shepherd ” 
is a commentary on Isa. lili, See 
Taylor, The Gospel in the Law, 
pp. 107 ff. Comp. Philo de Agric., 
§ 6, BavrAos yap dv 6 ayeAdpyns 
ovtos KaXetrat KTyVvoTpodos, a&yaldos 
d€ Kal orovodatos dvopalerar Trouuny. 
Comp. § 9. 

11. éy. civ. 6 wou. 6 Kad.] Hgo 
sum pastor bonus vy. The exact 


form of the expression, J am the 
shepherd, the good (shepherd), 
carries back the thought to 
others who partially and im- 
perfectly discharge the office 
which Christ discharges com- 
pletely. The epithet itself is 
remarkable (6 7. 6 xadds). It 
recalls the phrases “the true 
bread” (vi. 32), and “the true 
vine” (xv. 1), but it is somewhat 
different. Christ is not only the 
true shepherd (6 7. 6 dAnOwos), 
who fulfils the idea of the 
shepherd, but He is the good 
shepherd who fulfils the idea 
in its attractive loveliness. The 
epithet implies the correspondence 
between the nobility of the con- 
ception and the beauty of the 
realisation, The “good” is not 
only good inwardly (dyads), but 
good as perceived (xadds). In 
the fulfilment of His work “ the 
Good Shepherd” claims the ad- 
miration of all that is generous 
in man. Comp. Heb. x, 24, cada 
épya, and v. 32; Barn. vii. 1, 
6 KaXdds KUptos, Xix, 11; Clem. R. 
i. 49, 7O peyadeov tis KadXovijs 
abrov (rod Geod) ris SWvarau efeumeiv. 
Comp. Isa, xxxiii, 17. 

6 ron, 0 kaX.| The character 
of the Good Shepherd is first 
described in itself; and then 
(14 ff.) the relation of Christ as 
the Good Shepherd to the flock. 
The first picture, however, is in 
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steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may 


wae ta 


1 have life, and 


have abundance. 


I am the good 


shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life in 
12 behalf of the sheep. He that is an hireling, and not a 
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the 
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth—and the 


itself general, and it is wrong to 
seek any direct application of 
the images of the “ hireling” and 
of “the wolf,” as contrasted with 
one another, to the Jews of the 
time. Both indeed find their 
counterparts at all times. 

T. Wox. avr. 70.] layeth down 
his life. The A.V. giveth comes 
from Vulg., which reads here dat 
animam. The phrase is peculiar 
to St. John (in the New Testa- 
ment), vv. 15, 17, xiii. 37, 38, 
xv. 13; 1 John iii. 16, and is not 
found elsewhere. The image has 
been explained from the custom 
of laying down the price for 
which anything is obtained 
(comp. Matt. xx. 28), as here 
the good of the sheep. The 
usage of St. John (xiii. 4) rather 
suggests the idea of putting off 
and laying aside as a robe. The 
phrase “to lay down life” must 
be compared with the language 
in vi. 51, which expresses another 
aspect of the truth. There ap- 
pears to be a reference to Isa. 
iii. 10 (wp) pwn). 

tr. tT. mpoB.| in behalf of the 
sheep, It is not said expressly 
for his sheep (vv. 3, 4, 26). The 
thought here is simply that of 
' the intrinsic relation of shepherd 
and flock. 

Rupert notices that this is a 
trait in the Chief Shepherd which 
all shepherds can imitate: “ Re- 
Spersa sunt ovilia sanguine pas- 
torum, maduerunt campi ceedibus 


pastorum, cruentata sunt pascua 
vulneribus pastorum, sacrata est 
terra corporibus pastorum, dila- 
tum est celum animabus quas 
pastores pro ovibus suis posue- 
runt,” 


12. 6 mio. . . .] mercennarius 
- +. V.3 he that is an hireling 
and not a shepherd. . . . As the 


good shepherd regards his duty, 
and is bound by nature to the 
sheep, so his rival is described as 
a hireling who does his work for 
his reward, and so is not con- 
nected essentially with the flock, 
The idea of “own” here is not 
that of individual possession 
(1 Pet. v. 2f.), but of peculiar 
relationship (v. 3), 

ovx dv 7.] Od is used with the 
participle contrary to St. John’s 
usage and the common usage of 
the New Testament (6 ov), 
because it coalesces with the sub- 
stantive verb and expresses the 
negative part directly. Comp. 
Heb, xi, 35; v. 1; Matt, xii, 30; 
1 Pet, i. 8. 

See also v. 37, ed od roid, 

Gewp.] beholdeth. The whole 
soul of the hireling is concen- 
trated (comp, vi. 19) for the time 
upon the approaching peril, and 
then his choice is made. Augus- 
tine (ad loc.) says tersely Suga 
animi timor est. 

t. Xu«.] The flock has its 
natural enemies no less than its 
unfaithful guardians; and when 
it passes, as it must, into the 
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world, it is 
attacks, 
gpevye] Flight may be silent of 
the soul : ‘‘ Fugisti quia tacuisti : 
tacuisti quia timuisti. .. . Corpore 
stetisti : spiritu fugisti” (Aug.). 
apm. ait, K. oxop7.| snatcheth 
them and scattereth the flock. Some 
fall victims to the attack, and 
all lose their unity. Individuals 
perish; the society is broken 
up. The word to be supplied 
after scattereth is not “the 
sheep,” which is wrongly in- 
serted in many authorities, but 
“the flock.” 
dprale] rapit v.; snatcheth. 
The word describes the sudden- 
ness as well as the violence of 
the assault. Compare v. 28 f., 
Matt. xiii. 19; Acts xxiii. 10, 
18. Thehireling fleeth of A.V. 
must be omitted on the authority 
of N(A*)BDL 1, 33 e, Memph., 
Theb., etc. The abruptness of 
the true reading places in close 
contrast the fate of the false 
shepherd and of the sheep. The 
double issue of cowardice and 
suffering comes from the fact 
that he who should have been 
a guardian thinks of himself and 
not of his charge. According to 
the Jewish tradition (Lightfoot, 
ad loc.), the shepherd for hire 
was responsible for damage done 
by wild beasts to his flock. 


open to their 


3 Sldwue N*D. 


od ped, air . . .| Contrast 
1 Pet. v. 7. 

14—16. The Lord applies 
directly to Himself and to His 
flock the ideal of the Good 
Shepherd. 

14,15. The relation of Christ 
to His people corresponds with 
that of the Son to the Father. 
Comp. vi. 57, xiv. 20, xv. 10, 
xvil.. 21); Rev. 11 20;) teCor 
xi, 3. The words are not simply 
a comparison, but the one re- 
lation is (so to speak) a measure 
of the other. Christ first took 
our nature that we might after- 
wards receive His, Such mutual 
knowledge as is described in- 
volves sympathy, love, com- 
munity of nature: 1 John iv. 
7 £.; Gal. iv.,95 1 Oor, sities 
ch, xvii. 3, 25. 

"Opa 5é ort tpdrov éxetvos yupt- 
Cea pas, ? obras Hels eKELVOV, 


\ > »” nr ri 
kat ovK d\Aws duvardv éortt yvovat — 


Oeov «i py yuopiobeinpne ta éxeivov' 
Kal yap TpOrov abros wKerdOn ys 
gapKl yeyovas dvOpwrros, 6’ obras 
avT@ Hwets xerwsOnuev Oecdcrews €iAy- 
pores xdpurua. (Theophylact.) 
‘* Magnificentius caritatem 
suam exprimit dicendo’ ‘cog- 
nosco’ quam si dixisset ‘ diligo,’ 
Hoe enim verbum cum signifi- 
catione dilectionis simul sonat 
affectum compassionis.” (Rup.) 
15, Completeness of know- 
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is wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth the jlock—because 
uhe is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am 


the good shepherd; and I know mine own, and mine 


450wn know me, even as the Father knoweth me, and 


I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 


16 sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of 


this fold: them also I must lead, and they shall hear 


ledge is consummated in com- 
pleteness of sacrifice. Perfect 


sympathy calls out the perfect 


remedy. Christ does actually 
what the Good Shepherd is pre- 
pared todo. This thought leads 
to the prospect of the removal of 
the barriers between race and 
race by the death of Christ 
(Eph. ii, 13 ff: comp. Heb. 
xiii, 20). In this discourse, as 
elsewhere, the law of the divine 
revelation is observed, “to the 
Jew first and afterwards to the 
Gentile,” yet He sacrificed Him- 
self not exclusively for ‘the 
sheep ” (1 John ii. 2). 

16. By the anticipation of the 
Cross (xii. 32) the spiritual 
horizon is extended. The know- 
ledge of Christ extends beyond 
the limits by which our powers of 
sight are bounded. He “ knows” 
others as His whom we cannot 
recognise. His flock is not con- 
fined to those enclosed in the 
Jewish fold, whether in Palestine 
or elsewhere. Even before His 
death, while the wall of partition 
is still standing, He “ has” other 
sheep, who even if they know 
Him not are truly His (comp, xi. 
52). The words are the historical 
affirmation of the truth, i. 4, 9. 
For the general thought compare 

Matt. viii. 11 f.; Luke xiii, 28 f, 

“Per dilectionem proximi as- 


 cenditur ad dilectionem Dei. . . 





Formam ergo sux bonitatis qua 
Suos imitatores informare cupit 
ordinate exprimens incipit a di- 
lectione proximi cum dicit ‘et 
cognosco meas,’” (Rup.) 

aAXa zpof.| In the case of the 
Gentiles there was no outward 
unity. They did not form a 
“fold ” as the Jews, whose work 
was realised through an outward 
organization. They were “ scat- 
tered abroad ” (xi. 52); but still 
they were Christ’s “sheep” in 
fact, and not only potentially. 

det ye] J must in obedience to 
the divine Law. Comp. xx. 9, 
note, 

dyay.| lead. The idea is that 
of openly assuming the guidance 
of the sheep, and not that of 
gathering them into one body 
(cuvayayeiv, xi, 52), or of con- 
ducting them to one place 
(xpocayayeiv), The tense points 
to the one act whereby the 
Shepherd took up His rightful 
position, This could only be 
by His death, which re-unites 
man with God and therefore man 
(as man) with man (xii. 32), 

dxovaovew] Acts xxviii, 28. 
Such obedience is the sign that 
we are Christ’s (vv. 4, 27), 

yerno. p. mw, es | they shall 
become—they shall present the 
accomplishment of the ancient 
prophecy—one flock, one shepherd 
(Ezek, xxxiv, 23), That which 


60 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


[Cu, X 


wa w~ \ “w A 
det pe ayayelv, Kal THS Povys pov aKkovaovow, Kal 


yenoovTa, pia tmoimvy, els moun. 


\ A v € 
dua ToUTO pe 6 


‘\ b) “~ 4 > ‘ 7 \ , Y 
TaTynp ayamTa OTL Eeyw TiOnpe TV wWuyynvy pov, wa 


Tadd aBo avr. 


> > SEN la SN Exons) b] A 
ad eyo TOnpe QUTNV AT EMAUTOV. 


pes \ = il SeN 2 9 2 a 
OVOELS NPEV  aUTNVY aT EON, 


5) , » 
e€ovoiav eX 


1 fpev S*B; alpe N° etc, 


‘“‘is” in the eternal counsel and 
truth of things “ becomes” in 
human history, and this stage by 
stage, and not by one complete 
transformation. 

The plural (yevyoovra) em- 
phasises the variety out of which 
the unity arises, 

The translation “fold” for 
“ flock ” (ovile for grew) has been 
most disastrous in idea and in 
influence. So Augustine says: 
“De uno ovili et uno pastore 
jam quidem. assidue  soletis 
audire; multum enim commen- 
davimus unum ovile” (xlvii. 4). 
See Additional Note, The change 
in the original from ‘fold” 
(aiAn) to “flock” (aotuvn) is 
most striking, and reveals a new 
thought as to the future rela- 
tions of Jew and Gentile. Else- 
where stress is laid upon their 
corporate union (Rom. xi. 17 ff.), 
and upon the admission of the 
Gentiles to the Holy City (Isa. 
ii, 3); but here the bond of 
fellowship is shown to lie in the 
common relation to One Lord. 
The visible connexion of God with 
Israel was a type and pledge of 
this original and universal con- 
nexion. The unity of the Church 
does not spring out of the ex- 
tension of the old kingdom, but 
is the spiritual antitype of that 
earthly figure. Nothing is said 
of one “fold” under the New 
Dispensation. 

It may be added that the 


obliteration of this essential dis- 
tinction between the “fold ” and 
the “flock” in many of the later 
Western versions of this passage 
indicates, as it appears, a ten- 
dency of Roman Christianity, 
and has served in no small degree 
to confirm and extend the false 
claims of the Roman see. It 
was so quoted by Pope Pius IX. 
in addressing Christians (Sept. 8, 
13, 1868). See Additional Note. 

The fulfilment of the promise 
began with the establishment of 
one Church of Jew and Gentile 
(Eph, ii. 13 ff.) and goes forward 
until the consummation of all 
things (Rom. xi. 36), 

Origen extends the thoughts 
to the angels who have ministered 
to man, “ ut terrestrium et cceles- 
tium fiat unus grex et unus 
pastor” (in Rom. vii, § 4, p. 
598), 

17, 3a. rodro] For this reason, 
namely, that the Good Shepherd 
freely offers Himself for His 
flock, to bring all into a true 
unity—doth the Father love me. 
The perfect love of the Son calls 
out (if we dare so speak) the 
love of the Father, just as man’s 
love calls out the active love of 
Christ. At the same time the 
words show both the love of the 
Father for men and the absolute 
law of fitness, right, justice. Life 
for humanity’can only be reached 
through death. Comp. iii. 16. 

The reason thus gathered from 
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my voice; and they shall become one flock, one 


wshepherd.. For this reason doth the Father love me, 


_ because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. 
1sNo one took it away from me, but I lay it down of 


myself. I have right to 


the former verses is summed up 
in the sentence which follows : 
because J—the pronoun is em- 
phatic, I, in the exercise of my 
personal will—lay down my life 
with this clear end in view, that 
I may take it again. “Cum 
magno enim pondere dictum est 
‘ego’: Quia ego pono, inquit, pono 
animam meam, ego pono. Quid 
est ego pono? go illam pono: 
non glorientur Judzi.. . .” (Aug.) 

‘“‘Ponit eam caro, sed ex po- 
testate Verbi: sumit eam caro 
sed ex potestate Verbi.” (Aug.) 

The wa marks a definite pur- 
pose, and not merely a result or 
a condition. The sacrifice is not 
a casting away of a blessing of 
God, but is itself made in order 
to give the blessing fuller reality, 
and this end is here distinctly set 
forth. Christ died in order to 
rise to a completer life and to 
raise men with Him and to 
continue a work for them in His 
glory. This purpose evoked the 
love of the Father. Comp. xii. 32; 
Phil ii, 9; Heb. ii. 10, xii. 2. 
Comp. also Rom. viii. 17, ow- 
Tacx. iva Kat cvvoog.; Luke ix. 24, 

18. otd. jpev] The aoristic read- 
ing, which is probably true, no 
one took it from me, Matt. xiii. 12, 
xxv, 28f., opens a glimpse into 
the eternal counsel independent 
of time, into “ being” as distin- 
guished from “ becoming.” Comp. 
Rev. iv. 11 (joav kat éxrlcOnoav) ; 
i, 4, Mark xi. 24, murevere Gru 


AdBere. The work of Christ, the 


lay it down, and I have 


Incarnate Son, was, so to speak, 
already accomplished when He 
came. And this work was im- 
posed by no constraining power 
at first (took) but was to its last 
issue fulfilled by the free-will of 
Christ Himself, in harmony with 
the will of the Father (v. 30, 
vii, 28, viii. 28, 42, xiv. 10). 
Here only does Christ claim to 
do anything “of Himself” (a7 
€“avtov) in consequence of His 
éfovcia. Compare a like contrast 
in v. 31, viii. 14, 18, 

e. éyw| LI have right, not 
simple ability, but just authority 
to do so. The emphasis which is 
laid on the personal act of sacri- 
fice is traced back to its ground 
in these words, The two parts 
of the one act of Redemption are 
set side by side (J have right to 
lay down, I have right to... 
take again). 

e€. éx. 0. air.| I have right to 
lay it down. In the case of 
Christ even death itself was 
voluntary. His will to the last 
absolutely coincided with the 
Father’s will, so that He could 
do what no man can do. 

eg. éx. mad. AaB. avr.| I have 
right to take it again. The 
words contain implicitly the 
mystery of the divine-human 
Person of the Lord, gathered up 
in His divine Personality. In 
virtue of this undying Personality 
(v. 26), He had power to revivify 
all that was dissolved by death, 
“taking” in this sense that 
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which was given by the Father. 
Comp. ii. 19. Christ in His 
divine nature works with the 
Father. Thus the “right” of the 
Son to ‘‘take” life again com- 
pletely harmonizes with the fact 
that the Resurrection is elsewhere 
referred to the Father, though 
the Son is the Resurrection. 

The word éfovoia always has 
reference to some controlling, 
sovereign power: to a force 
which might have ordered other- 
wise (€£eo7t). Thus its character- 
istic sense is “‘ recognised, unaided 
authority” (auctoritas, potestas). 

In connexion with forms of 
evil it is important as marking 
their essential dependence upon 
a higher will. They are by 
permission Kxoopoxpatupes while 
God is ravroxpdtwp. (Comp. Luke 
iv. 6, éuot wapadedora) ; Eph. ii. 
2; ii. 10; vi. 12; Acts xxvi. 18. 

In reference to the Father 
(Acts i. 7, ero év rH idia eEovoia) 
the word indicates the manner 
of the exercise of the divine will. 
God might have ordered other- 
wise. Comp. Luke xii. 5. 

Hence éfovoia is specially said 
to be “ given”: eg., Matt. xxviii. 
18; Mark xiii. 34; Luke xi, 19; 
Rey, xiii. 5 ff, 


2 rére BL; 5é NADX. See note. 


The word occurs in the Gospel 
of St. John, i. 12, v. 27, and vii. 
2, xix. 10f., and in each case 
the thought of authority, power 
derived from an adequate source, 
right duly granted in regard to 
a supreme law, is clearly marked. 

*Efovcia, in a word, expresses 
not simply strength or might to 
do anything, de facto, but, under 
the particular aspect, legitimate 
power de jure. 

taut. T. évt.|] hoc mandatum 
v.; This commandment, which is 
one and complete—to lay down 
life and to take it again—is the 
source of eternal life: xii. 49 f., 
xiv. 31. Thus the action of the 
Son is finally led bagk to His 
Father (My father, and not 
simply the Father) in the sense 
of the phrase of myself I do 
nothing. For the Son the know- 
ledge of the Father’s purpose of 
love is a command: a command 
and a promise. 

“Verbum non verbo accepit 
mandatum, sed in Verbo uni- 
genito Patris est omne man- 
datum . . . Quoniam Pater non 
quasi ei filio qui imperfectus est 
natus, aliquid addidit; sed ei 
quem perfectum genuit, omnia 


gignendo dedit.” (Aug.) 
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This commandment received 





right to take it again. 
f wT from my Father. 








 ahear ye him? 


the eyes of the blind? 


At that time the feast 


19. Sy. war. ey... .] There 
arose a division again among the 
Jews, as vil. 43 (in the multitude), 
ix, 16 (in the Pharisees). 

t. Noy. Tovt.] sermones hos v. ; 
these words, these discourses: not 
only the last parables, but all 
___ the discourses of this visit. 

* 20. Aap. éx.| Cf. vii. 20, viii. 
om 48 ff. 

ti avr.. ax.| This was said 
apparently by those who feared 
the effect which the teaching of 
Christ had. 

21. Tavr. ra pyp.] hee verba 

. v.; These are not the sayings, 
—the specific utterances which 
arrested their attention, and not 
the general teaching—of one 
possessed with a demon. 
teaching itself refutes the charge 
of madness: the act indicates the 
* co-operation of a power greater 
than and different from that of a 
demon (Can a demon open. . . ?). 





nee 
Christ's final public testimony to 
. Himself before His passion 
(x, 22—38) 

In this section the testimony 
of the Lord to Himself reaches 

its climax. In answer to a 
direct question put to Him in 
the temple at a season suggestive 
of great hope (22—24), He 


& 
ii 
ww 





- samong the Jews because of these words. 
of them said, He hath a demon, and is mad; why 
Others said, These are not the sayings 
of one possessed with a demon. 


The . 


There arose a division again 


And many 


Can a demon open 


of the dedication was held 


directs His interrogators to His 
teaching and His works (25), 
while He points out the ground 
of their unbelief (26). At the 
same time He claims for Himself 
a flock separate from the: cor- 
rupt theocracy, for which He 
has provided the fulness of life 
through His absolute fellowship 
with the Father (27—30). This 
claim, which is practically an 
answer to the original question, 
leads to an outburst of violence 
(31). Christ again appeals to 
His works (32) ; and, in answer 
to the charge of blasphemy (33), 
shows that the Old Testament 
pointed to that fellowship of 
God and man which He at length 
presented (34—36). Finally, 
once again He appeals to His 
works. By accepting these as 
real and studying them, He 
shows that men may rise to a 
true view of His Nature (37, 38). 

The argument evidently falls 
in completely with the occasion. 
While it reveals to careful in- 
quiry the essential basis of 
St. John’s own teaching, it is 
wholly free from his peculiar 
language, and even superficially 
(35, 36) at variance with it. 

22. ’Eyévero tore . . .] At 
that tume the feast of the dedica- 
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tion was held at Jerusalem. See 
Additional Note. The special 
mention of the time appears to 
be made in order to connect the 
subject of the Lord’s teaching 
with the hopes associated with 
the last national deliverance. 
The Hymn which is at present 
used in Jewish Synagogues at 
the Festival records the succes- 
sive deliverances of Israel, and 
contains a prayer for yet an- 
other. Christ in fact perfectly 
accomplished what the Maccabees 
wrought in a figure, and dedi- 
cated a new and abiding temple: 
ii, 18 ff.; (Heb. x. 20). For 
the history of the Festival, which 
was kept about the middle of 
December (Kisleu 25, and seven 
following days), see 1 Mace. iv. 
36 ff.; Jos., Amé., XII. vil. 7 (XII. 
xi). It was known as “the 
Feast of lights,” and the title 
chosen by the Lord in ix, 5 may 
refer to their custom of kindling 
the lights, no less than to the 
ceremonies of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

xe. Av] The note is added, 
not simply as a mark of time, 
but as an explanation of the fact 
that the Lord chose a sheltered 
spot for His teaching. Comp. 
Ezr. x. 13: it is a time of much 
rain (‘the ninth month’), 

23, 24. The vividness and 


3 Omit avrots N*D 
4 Omit 6 B, 


particularity of the description 
(was walking, surrounded, began 
to say, the porch of Solomon 
[comp. viii. 20]) are to be noticed. 
The verb (zeperdre) marks the 
circumstances of the special con- 
versation. 

évt. oT. T. Sor.] Acts iii. 11, 
v. 12. “The eastern cloister,” 
Jos., Ant., XX. viii. 6. Probably 
the vast substructions now re- 
maining may belong to it. 

24, exvkA. obv ... of Tovd... .] 
The Jews therefore came round 
about him... . The place was 
a public resort, and offered an 
opportunity for a decisive inter- 
view. Probably they surrounded 
Him (Acts xiv. 20) because they 
were resolved to bar escape. 
The tense marks a _ definite, 
decisive act (éxkvkAwcar, circumde- 
derunt v.); which is in contrast 
with the questioning which fol- 
lowed (Aeyov, dicebant v.). 

T. Wry. np. aip.| animam nos- 
tram tollis (al. suspendis) v. ; 
hold our minds im suspense. 
Aipew is used for “raising” the 
mind with various emotions as the 
case may be, here in doubt between 
hope and fear. Comp. Jos., Ant., 
xvilt. 6 (7), (in reference to John 
the Baptist), npOnoav éri reiorov 
TH axpodce: Tv Aoyav. 

ei od ef . . .] The emphasis lies 
on the pronoun. Jf thou, far as 
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zat Jerusalem: it was winter; and Jesus was walking 
«in the temple in Solomon’s porch. The Jews there- 
fore came round about him, and said unto him, How 
long dost thou hold our minds in suspense? If thou 
art the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, 
I told you, and ye believe not: the works which 
I do in my Father’s name, these bear witness of me. 


2 Chie. ee ears 


thou art from our ideal and from 
our wishes, if thou art the Christ, 
tell us... . For o¥ compare xviii, 
33 (iv. 12; viii. 53). The words 
seem to betray an unsatisfied 
longing which seeks rest, if it 
can be gained, even from this 
strange teacher. Perhaps the 
confession of St. Peter had been 
noised abroad (Matt. xvi. 16; 
comp. xi. 27), The notion that 
the question is asked with a de- 
liberate evil intention is unsuited 
to the occasion. It was repeated 
with terrible emphasis after- 
wards, Luke xxii. 67. 

ei. 7. mapp.| tell us plainly, 
without reserve and without fear, 
vii. 13, note, xi. 14, As if they 
wished to add, “and we on our 
part will not be wanting to carry 
out your purpose and our own.” 

Chrysostom notices the con- 
trast of the question with ii. 18, 
Ti onpetov Sexvies; tov epywv 
Bodvroy pypara [Cyrotor| Kat tov 
pypdtov diwackdvrov ext ta epya 
kataghevyovot mpos TO évavtiov del 
iordpevot. 

25. The answer is a test of 
faith. The Lord was the Christ 
of the Old Testament, and yet 
not the Christ of the Pharisaic 
hope. The questioners therefore 
are thrown back upon their own 
Spiritual discernment. There- 
fore the Lord appeals to a two- 
fold testimony, His word and 


VOL. II. 


His works, and marks emphati- 
cally that both witnesses were 
rejected (ov muorevere, ipets ov 
muotevere).  ‘ Utrumque testi- 
monium illos respuere contra 
legem suam in qua scriptum est, 
Quia duorum hominum  testi- 
monium verum est.” (Rup.) 
Comp. viii. 16 f. 

ei, tu.] not indeed directly, 
as to the woman of: Samaria (iv. 
26); that open declaration came 
only when hope was past and it 
could foster no false expecta- 
tions (Matt. xxvi. 64); but yet 
Christ’s words were such that 
faith could not have misunder- 
stood their meaning. And even 
if His teaching had remained a 
riddle, His works might still 
have furnished the interpretation 
of it. Comp. xiv. 11. 

ob mort.] ye believe not. The 
question is of their present state, 

a ey. wou.| The emphatic pro- 
noun (which J—I, the very 
person whom you see and despise 
—do) at once refers back to the 
thou of the Jews’ question, and 
forward to the relation of the 
Son to the Father. 

ev 7. dv. tT. mar, p.|] im my 
Lather’s name, as revealing, that 
is, the special connexion in which 
I stand to Him, and in virtue of 
that connexion, This was the 
mission of Christ : v. 43, édjAv0a 
év TO Ov. tT. 7, ww. Comp, xvii. 6, 


i) 
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See note. 


11, 12, 26. The exact phrase 
does not occur elsewhere. 

tavt.| For the emphatic repe- 
tition of the subject, see vi. 46, 
vil, 18; xv.-5. 

26. dddrd| But the fault lies 
not in the lack of witness. It 
is the power to apprehend it 
which is wanting. Yow on your 
part believe not, because . 

ou... . eK T. TpOP. T. ps at 
The phrase calls back the teach- 
ing of the earlier part of the 
chapter: vv. 14 ff. The exact 
form of expression, “the sheep 
that are mine,” is characteristic 
of St. John, Comp. xv. 9, note. 
Ei 8é py dkoAovbetré pou, ovK erred) 
ovk eipl rounv ad’ érreidn dpets 
otk éore mpdBatata éud. (Chrys.) 

27—30. The connexion of this 
paragraph with that which pre- 
cedes is not very obvious. It 
seems to lie in the affirmation of 
the existence of a society of be- 
lievers though Israel was un- 
faithful. ‘You hear not; you 
fail to recognise your Messiah ; 
but still there are those who 
welcome the blessings which I 
bring, and acknowledge in me a 
wider office and a higher Being.” 

27, 28. These verses admit 
of three distinct arrangements, 
either into three divisions of one, 


. petfov ABX: 6 


two, and three clauses respect- 
ively; or into three divisions of 
two clauses ; or into two divisions 
of three clauses (as A.V.). Ac- 
cording to the first arrangement 
the general truth is stated at 
the outset, and afterwards de- 
veloped on its two sides: 

My sheep hear my voice, 

And I know them, 
and they follow me : 

And I give wato them eternal life ; 
and they shall never perish, 
and no one shall snatch them 

out of my hand. 

In this arrangement the 
thought is first of the sheep 
and then of the shepherd. 

According to the second ar- 
rangement the sheep stand in 
each case first: 


My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them ; 
And they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal 
life ; 
And they shall never perish, 
and no one shall snatch them 
out of my hand. 


So the knowledge (sympathy, 
love) of Christ answers to obe- 
dience ; life to progress ; victory 
to salvation. 

However the symmetry of the 





VER, 26—29] 
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26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep. 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; 
2 and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch 
them out of my hand. That which my Father hath 


given unto me, is greater 


thought is arranged the ground 
of all is the same, the unity in 
essence, and power, and will, of 
the Father and of the Son. 

“Notanda_  diligenter 
hujusce dictionis.” (Rup.) 

27. axov. . . . akodov.| Both 
verbs are plural here as con- 
trasted with the singular, wv. 3, 4 
(axover, axoXovet), In one case 
the idea of the flock prevails, and 
in the other that of the separate 
sheep. The plural occurs: 4, 
know ; 5, follow, fly, know ; 8, 
heard; (14, know); 16, hear, 
become ; 28, perish, The singu- 
lar, v. 4 (adkodovbet) ; v. 12, are 
(€or); 16, are (err). 

The variation in order (r. ¢. p. 
dx., so v. 3) from that in iv, 4f. 
is not without force. 

ywookw| v, 14. 

axoA.| v. 4, Life is progress 
towards fuller knowledge, and 
not rest, 

28. didwp.| Not simply “ I will 
give.” The offer is present and 
continuously appropriated. 

Kal ov py. . . T. xep. p.] They 
are safe from inward dissolution 
and from outward violence, 

kK. ovx dpm. Tis| and no one shall 
snatch them, as a fact distin- 
guished from can snatch, v, 29, 

ex T. xelp. pov] Comp. Wisd. iii. 1 ; 
Isa. xlix. 2, li. 16; Deut. xxxii, 39. 

27, 28. The doctrine of “ final 
perseverance” has been found 
in this passage. But we must 


series 


than all; and no one is 


carefully distinguish between the 
certainty of God’s promises and 
His infinite power on the one 
hand, and the weakness and 
variableness of man’s will on the 
other. If man falls at any stage 
in his spiritual life, it is not from 
want of divine grace, nor from 
the overwhelming power of ad- 
versaries, but from his neglect 
to use that which he may or 
may not use. We cannot be 
protected against ourselves in 
spite of ourselves, He who ceases 
to hear and to follow is thereby 
shown to be no true believer, 
1 John ii, 19. The difficulty in 
this case is only one form of the 
difficulty involved in the relation 
of an infinite to a finite being. 
The sense of the divine protection 
is at any moment sutticient to 
inspire confidence, but not to 
render effort unnecessary, Comp, 
vi. 37, 39, 40, 44 f. St. Paul 
combines the two thoughts, Phil. 
PL 9 

29. 0 TAT. pe ry 50. fol Tavr, 
pel. éeat.| puter meus quod dedit 
mihi majus omnibus est v.; that 
which my Father hath given me 
is greater than all: the faithful 
regarded in their unity, as a 
complete body, are stronger than 
every opposing power, This is 
their essential character, and no 
one is able... Comp. 1 John iv. 4; 
v. 4. The reading in this place 
is doubtful. See Additional Note, 
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ovd. Suv... . 7. matpos| The 
thought, which is concrete in 
v. 28, is here traced back to its 
most absolute form as resting 
on the essential power of God 
in His relation of universal 
Fatherhood. The variations in 
expression all point in the same 
direction. Here it is said simply 
snatch, and not snatch them ; can 
snatch, and not shall snatch ; the 
Father, and not my Father. 

Contrast the pres. inf. dprdlev 
with the aor. inf., v. 39 (auaoat). 
Cf. ix. 27. See Winer, pp. 415 ff. 

30. éy. x. 0 war. & éop.| LT 
and the Father are one. HKvery 
word in this pregnant clause is 
full of meaning. It is J, not 
the Son; the Father, not my 
Father ; one essence (ev, Vulg. 
unum), not one person (eis, Gal. 
iii, 28, wnus); are, not am. 
Comp. 1 Cor. ii. 8, The revela- 
tion is of the nature of Christ 
in the fulness of His double 
nature, of the incarnate Son in 
the fulness of His manifested 
being, and that in relation to 
the Father, to God as He is 
Father at once of the Son and 
of men. The Incarnation was 
the proof of the complete unity 
of the Father and the Son. 
Through that was shown the 
true connexion of God and man. 
And so it is that the union of 


believers together is made de- 
pendent on the union of the 
Father and the Son (xvii. 22, 
according to the true reading). 

The former hostility of the 
Jews (v. 18) gives additional 
force to this declaration, There 
could be no doubt as to the sense 
in which it would be taken. 

It seems clear that the unity 
here spoken of cannot fall short 
of unity of essence. The thought 
springs from the equality of 
power (my hand, the Father's 
hand); but infinite power is an 
essential attribute of God; and 
it is impossible to suppose that 
two beings distinct in essence 
could be equal in power. Comp. 
Nev. xx, 6) scr a: 

The phrase was very commonly 
quoted in controversy from the 
time of Tertullian. ‘The follow- 
ing passages will repay study: 
Tertull. adv. Prax, 22; Hippol. 
c. Noet.7; Ambr. de Spir. S. 1. 
111, 116; August. Coll. c. Max. 
§ 14, 

“Per hoc quod ait ‘unum’ 
substantiz unitatem, per id quod 
dixit ‘sumus’ personarum ex- 
pressit pluralitatem.” (Rup.) 

The thoughts in vv, 28—30 
show a natural progress. The fact 
as to the certainty of Christ’s 
guarding care (ovx dpwdoe tis) 
leads to the absolute principle 
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. soable to snatch out of the Father’s hand. I and the 
_ Father are one. The Jews took up stones again to 


szstone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works 
have I shewed you from the Father; for which of 
ssthose works do ye stone me? The Jews answered 
him, For a good work we stone thee not, but for 


of the Father’s protection (odSeis 
dvvatar dpratew); and the fact 
and the principle are brought 
together in the final unity (& 
éopev). Ei d¢ 9 divapus 7 airy 
evdnAov ote Kal 7 ovcia, (Chrys.) 

It will be observed that while 
the Jews had inquired as to 
temporal authority the Lord lifts 
up their thoughts to spiritual 
dominion ; “‘Cum de sola regia 
potestate quereretur de divini- 
tatis quoque majestate responsum 
est.” (Rup.) 

31. “EBaor. . . ot ‘Tovd.] 
The Jews took up, lifted up or 
bore. The word é¢Bdacracav (d 
bajulaverunt, but Vulg. sustu- 
lerunt) describes that which is 
borne as a heavy weight rather 
than that which is seized, Gal. 
vi. 2, 5, 17. The stones prob- 
ably were brought from a dis- 
tance by the most eager assail- 
ants (contrast viii, 59, par). 
The works which were going on 
at the temple would supply them. 

mad, | viii. 59. 

82. azexp.| answered their 
accusation in action. Comp. ii. 
18, note. Here the Lord did 
not withdraw Himself at once 
(viii. 59), but further unfolded 
the revelation which He had 
given, and held their judgement 
in suspense by His word. 

épy. . . . Kad.| good works, 
good in the sense of morally 
beautiful, so that they claimed 


directly the instinctive admira- 
tion of men. 

édega] A divine work is a 
revelation to be studied. It is 
emphatically “a sign” (ii. 18). 
Something is left for the witness 
to bring to the interpretation of 
the fact (v. 20). Comp. Ps. 
Ixxvii. (Ixxviii.) 11, rév Oavpacudy 
avTov av edesev avtots, Mic. vii. 
15 (v.1.). 

ex t. tat.| from the Father, 
proceeding from Him as their 
source, and connected with Him 
as the stream with the spring. 
Comp. vi. 65, vii. 17, viii. 42, 47, 
xvi. 28. See also v. 36, xv. 24. 
Under this aspect it is important 
to observe that the Lord speaks 
not of my Father but of the 
Father ; the relationship to which 
He appeals is with men and not 
with the Son only. 

da zotov| The interrogation 
marks quality and not simple 
definition (dia 7/), Matt. xxi. 23 ; 
Acts iv. 7. 

eu. Av0.| The pronoun is em- 
phatic : do ye stone me, who truly 
reveal the Father in act. The 
irony of the speech becomes the 
expression of stern indignation. 
The miracles of Christ had in 
fact called out the bitterest 
hostility of the Jews. 

33. azexp. air. of Iovd....] The 
second clause defines and in- 
tensifies the charge in the first. 
It was not, they reply, simple 
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blasphemy, derogation from the 
honour due to God, but the 
assumption by man of the divine 
prerogatives, which called for 
their action: ‘ Videlicet tan- 
quam Deus et homo contraria 
vel repugnantia sint et in una 
eademque persona simul esse non 
possint.” (Rup.) Comp. xix. 7. 

motets. geavtov| viii, 53, note. 
1 John i. 10, note, 

6eov| The anarthrous form 
marks the nature and not the 
person. 

For the anarthrous use of 6eds 
in the Gospel, compare i, 1 (and 
art.), 6 mapa 0, 12, 13, 18; 
iii. 2 dvd 0.3 iii. 21 ev O. (vi. 45, 
LXX.); viii. 54; ix. 33 zapa 0, 
x. 33; xiii. 3 (and art.) avo 0.; 
xvi. 30 azo 0.; xix. 7; xx. 17. 

34, azexp. 0 “Inc.| The accu- 
sation of the Jews was grounded 
upon a false conception of the 
unity of God drawn from the 
Old ‘Testament. This, they 
argued, was violated if Jesus, 
truly man, claimed to be One 
with God. The Lord therefore 
shows in His answer that even 
in the Old Testament there was 
a preparation for that union of 
God and man which He came to 
complete. 

év T. voy. tp.] in the code to 
which you appeal, viii. 17. For 
the extension of the title “law” 
to the other Scriptures, see xii. 
34, xv. 25; (Rom. iii. 19; 1 Cor. 
xiv. 21). The same usage is 
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found in Rabbinic writers. Comp. 
Wiinsche, ad loc. 

The reference in Ps. lxxxii. 6 
is to judges who indeed violated 
the laws of their august office, 
yet even so their office was no 
less divine. 

The principle is affirmed by 
placing the fifth commandment 
in the first table. 

35. The case is taken as an 
extreme one. Jf the Scripture 
called them unto whom the word 
of God came : if the direct divine 
call to a sacred office carried 
with it such a communication of 
the divine power as justified the 
attribution of the title: do ye 
(ipets) say, ye who plead the 
strictest adherence to the law 
as your justification, of him 
whom... 

ci... eiz.| The subject is not 
defined. It may be taken from 
the preceding «ia, or 7 ypady 
may be supplied from the second 
clause. 

o Noy. t. O.| This phrase, 
which is used of the divine com- 
munication under the old cove- 
nant, cannot be without refer- 
ence to the Word before the 
Incarnation, through whom God 
held converse with His people 
and made His will known. 
Comp. Luke xi. 49; Matt. xxiii. 
34. 

Avojvat] solvi v. This word 
is peculiar and characteristic of 
St. John: ii. 19, v. 18, note, 


. VER, 34—36] 





| vii, 23; 1 John iii, 8 (comp, 
Eph. ii. 14). 

It must be noticed that St. 
John records the permanent sig- 
nificance of the Old Testament 
no less than the Synoptists: 
xiii. 18, xvii. 12, xix. 24, 28, 36, 
compared with Matt. v. 18, ete. 

» ypap.] The particular sen- 
tence which has been quoted. 
This appears to be always the 
force of the singular in St. John. 
See ii, 22, note, xvii. 12, xx. 9, 
note. 

36. In contrast with those 
who derived their title from the 
temporary mission of the Word 
4 stands that One Whom the Lather 
4 Himself directly sanctified, set 

apart for His work, and then 

sent into the world. The two 
moments in the mission of the 

Son are thus distinguished in 

their complete complementary 

fulness. The translation ... to 

Whom the Word of God came 

(and the Scriptwre cannot be 

broken), Whom (i.e. the Word of 

God) the Father... sent. . 

is wholly alien from the style 

of St. John, Yet see Cyril 

Alex. ad loc. 

qyvac.| sanctificavit v.; sancti- 
fied (consecrated). Comp. xvii. 

17,19. This fact belongs to the 

eternal order. The term expresses 

the divine destination of the Lord 
for His work. This destination 
carries with it the further thought 
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blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, 
smakest thyself God. Jesus answered them, Is it not 
ss written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 
called them gods, unto whom the word of God came 
ss(and the scripture cannot be broken), say ye of him, 
whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 


If he 


of the perfect endowment of the 
Incarnate Son. His divine Per- 
son, if it is allowable so to speak, 
included an essential capacity for 
the Incarnation, so that a term 
peculiarly appropriate to His 
human nature can be properly 
used of the unchangeable Person. 
The various manifestations of 
the Spirit to Christ after His 
Advent were results of this 
eternal consecration. Comp. vi. 
27; Acts iv. 27, 30. The word 
is used of the divine consecration 
of prophets (Jer. i. 5; Heclus. 
xlix. 7), of Moses (Ecclus. xlv. 4), 
of the chosen people (2 Mace. 
i. 25 f.; 3 Mace. vi. 3). Comp. 
vi. 69; 1 John 11. 20. 

tts A€yere . . .| you in oppo- 
sition to the Spirit and in contrast 
with the Christ say... 

Yi. r. 6¢.| Son of God. The 
absence of the article (see xix. 7) 
fixes attention on the character 
and not on the person. As the 
position of Christ was higher 
than that of the theocratic judges, 
so the title which He here as- 
sumes is lower (Son of God, Gods). 
But how, it may be asked, does 
this argument justify the phrase 
used in v. 30? The phrases ye 
are Gods, Son of God, I and the 
Father are one, do not appear 
to be homogeneous. The answer 
appears to be this : 

1. Such a phrase as_ that 
in Ps. lxxxii, 6 really includes, 


37 


38 


3 


© 


40 


72 GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN (Cn. x 


‘\ b) ld > x 4 e ~ , 4 
Kal améoreidev Els TOV KOTMOV vets EyeTe OTL Bhdac- 
A 9 > en A A 3 , > > lo Q 
gypets, oTe elov Tos Tov Beod cipi; el ov Tow Ta 
» A , \ ~ 
Epya TOU TaTpOS pov, py MioTEveTE prow Ei OE TOL, 
a 3 A \ , nA »” 9 A 
KGV EMO M1) TLOTEVNTE TOLS Epyols TLOTEVETE, Wa yvaTeE 
\ , 4 \ \ A 
Kal yWwoKNTE’ OTL EV EMO O TaTHpP Kay@ ev TO TarTpi. 


"EGjrovy [otv*] avtov mdadw* mdoa Kai eed ex 


TNS XELPOS aUTOV. 


Kat amnOev mahw mépav Tov “lopddavov eis tov Toor 


4 > > , \ las , N LY. wf) a) 
omov Vv Iwavys 70 mpaTov Bamrilwv, Kal ewevev* éxel. 


1 motevonre NATTA. Omit cal yewdoxnre D. 


2? Omit ofvy BEGD; xai éfnr. D. 


3 adrov madkw NALXA; wddw a’rov BEG; omit radkw N*D. 


4 guewey NADLXTA., 


in a most significant shape the 
thought which underlies the 
whole of the Old Testament, that 
of a covenant between God and 
man, which through the reality 
of a personal relationship assumes 
the possibility of a vital union. 
Judaism was not a system of 
limited monotheism, but a theism 
always tending to theanthropism, 
to a real union of God and man. 
It was therefore enough to show 
in answer to the accusation of 
the Jews that there lay already 
in the Law the germ of the truth 
which Christ announced, the 
union of God and man. 

2. And again the words J and 
the Father are one, exclude the 
confusion of the divine Persons 


and so suggest the thought of 


a Son of the same _ essence 
with the Father. In this sense 
the title “Son of God” does 
completely answer to the former 
revelation. 

It will be observed that though 
the title (0 Adyos) “the Word” 
is almost suggested by the cur- 
rent of thought, yet St. John 
keeps his own phraseology apart 


from the record of the Lord’s 
words. 

37, 38. Once again (v. 32) the 
Lord appeals to His works, The 
inborn power of recognising 
the divine in deed is the starting- 
point : the end is the recognition 
of the absolute intercommunion 
of the Incarnate Son (Ey) and 
the Father, 

py mor, por] believe me not, do 
not accept my statements as true. 
The question here is of the accep- 
tance of a testimony and not 
of faith ina Person (mor. eis éu.). 
Comp. v. 24 (note), 46, vi. 30, 
vil. 31, 45 f., xiv. 11; 1 John 
iil. 23, v, 10; Acts xvi. 34, xviii. 
8, xxvii. 25; Rom. iv. 3. 

T. epy. miat.| accept as real the 
signs which testify of me, v. 25. 
To “believe the works” is the 
first step towards ‘believing for 
the works’ sake ” (xiv. 11). 

The belief in the testimony 
of the works is the foundation 
of the general knowledge and 
the growing perception in all its 
manifold revelations of the inner 
fellowship of the Father and the 
Son (that the Father is in me and 
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Thou blasphemest ; because I said, I am Son of God? 
s7If I do not the works of my Father, believe me 


But if I do them, though ye believe not me, 


believe the works: that ye may know and understand 


so that the Father is in me, and I in the Father. 


They 


sought again to seize him: and he went forth out 


of their hand. 


And he went away again beyond Jordan into the 
place where John was at the first baptizing; and 


I inthe Father). This fellowship 
itself is first realised in works 
and then in absolute Being. The 
fellowship of “ being” between 
the Father and the Son must be 
compared with the fellowship of 
“abiding” of the believer and 
God described in 1 John iv. 16, 
a passage which has evidently 
been modified by this. 

iva yvare Kal ywooKnyrte . 
that ye may know and may under- 
stand . . . perceive once for all, 
and then go on advancing in ever 
fuller perception. Comp. xvii. 3, 
21,23; 1 John v. 20; Phil. i. 9. 

ort ev ewot. . .] So of believers : 
1 John iii. 24; iv. 15, note. 

“In Deo es quia Deus te 
continet: Deus est in te quia 
templum Dei factus es; _ sed 
numquid quia in Deo es et Deus 
est in te, potes dicere Qui me 
videt, Dewm videt? . . . Agnosce 
proprium Domini et munus servi. 
Proprium Domini est equalitas 
Patris: munus servi est partici- 
patio Salvatoris.” (Aug.) 
. madw]| See vii. 


mao. | Theirimmediate violence 
(v. 31) was so far checked. 

e&nrO. ex T. x. adr.| exivit de 
manibus eorum v.; the phrase 
épdOev ee occurs only here, It 


marks the power of Christ’s 
personal majesty as contrasted 
with the impotence of His adver- 
saries. Their “hand” is con- 
trasted in some sense with “ His 
hand” (v, 28), and His “ going 
forth” with their inability to 
carry away any from His Father’s 
protection. 

40—42. The testimony of 
works and the testimony of the 
Baptist, which now found no 
acceptance in Judzea, were wel- 
comed beyond Jordan. 

40. K. arnd0. wad.] And he 
went away again. . . The clause 
commences a new section. The 
reference is probably to some 
recent and unrecorded visit. The 
events of i, 28 are too remote, 

This sojourn in Persa is no- 
ticed in the Synoptists, Matt. xix. 
1; Mark x. 1 (Luke xviii, 15). 

qv... 7. 7p. Bart.| was at the 
Jirst baptizing, as recorded in i. 
28, in contrast with iii. 23. So 
the narrative of the Lord’s 
ministry closes on the spot where 
it began. The Evangelist natur- 
ally marks the scene where he 
had himself met Christ. 

euev. exei| outside Judea, The 
emphasis lies upon the place. 
Observe the position of éxet at 
the close of wv. 40, 42. 
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41, wodA. HAO... .| The ac- 
ceptance of Christ beyond the 
limits of Judea serves to com- 
plete the picture of the incred- 
ulity of the Jews. 

The verse contains a double 
opposition of the Baptist and 
Christ, as is indicated by the 
repetition of John’s name. The 
first contrast lies in the fact that 
John wrought no sign, while 
Christ was working many (Matt. 
xix. 1); and the second in the 
fact that John was not indeed 
“he that should come,” but a true 
herald. The second clause pre- 
supposes the acceptance of Jesus 
as the Messiah on the testimony 
of the signs which were seen. 


\ 
KQUL 


X 3 , E) 
mo\Nou emloTevoay ets 


Iwav.... onp. em, ovd.] The 
notice shows how little inclina- 
tion there was to invest popular 
teachers with miraculous powers. 
The new Elijah might have 
seemed above all men likely to 
show signs. 

42. emt. cis air.] with the 
devotion of self-surrender, and 
did not simply (as vv. 37, 38) 
accept His statements. 

éexet] with a pointed reference 
to v. 40; there, if not in Jeru- 
salem. 

Chrysostom finds a parallel in 
the discipline of the Jews in the 
wilderness when they were re- 
moved from the temptations of 
Egypt. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES ON CHAP. X., 16, 22, 29 


16. The two words avdAy (fold) 
and zoipvy (flock) are given in 
this passage without any varia- 
tion in the Greek text ; and the 
two words are distinguished in 
the Syriac (Peshito, Harclean, 
Hierosol.) and Egyptian versions. 

The earliest Latin note upon 
the passage which I have ob- 
served is by Jerome (In LHzek. 
XLVI. 22): ‘ Alias oves habeo 
que non sunt ex hoc atrio ; et illas 
oportet me adducere, et vocem 
meam audient, et fiet unum 
atrium et unus pastor. Hoc enim 
Grecum aiAy significat, quod 
Latina simplicitas in ovile trans- 
tulit.” This observation is in- 
teresting for several reasons. It 
shows how perfunctory Jerome’s 


criticism of the. Latin. text was.. 


He distinctly prefers atriwm to 
ovile as the rendering of avaAy, 
and yet he did not introduce it 
into his revision. And again he 
implies that atvAy stands in the 
Greek text in both places, which 
at least shows that he did not 
verify his reference. 

Elsewhere, it may be added 
(In Isa, LX, 22), Jerome reads 
“unus grex et unus_ pastor,” 
giving grex also as the rendering 
of avAy in the former clause. 

The old Latin texts (a, , ¢, e) 
read ovile, grex; the Latin of D 
reads atrium, grex, according to 
Jerome’s suggestion; many mixed 
texts (f, ff, cod. awr., but none 
of Bentley’s MSS.) read ovile, 
grex; in the Latin of A, zoiuvn 
is represented by the strange 





Vor. 41, 42] 


s1there he abode. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 75 


And many came unto him; and 


they said, John indeed did no sign: but all things 


2 whatsoever John spake of this man were true. 


And 


many believed on him there. 


alternatives ovile v. pastorale. 
Cyprian gives ovile, grea. 

The reading in Augustine 
varies. In treating of the pass- 
age he reads ovile, ovile, without 
comment. Elsewhere (e.g. Serm. 
exxxviiil. 5) he reads ovile, grew. 

The standard text of the Vul- 
gate (Cod. Amat. etc.) gives 
ovile, ovile, and this reading be- 
came practically universal among 
Latin medieval writers. Even 
Erasmus left the rendering un- 
changed ; and so also did Beza 
until 1582. The phrase unum 
ovile, unus pastor, had evidently 
become sacred by use, 

Luther truly rendered the 
Greek (aus diesem Stalle, Hine 
Herde), and so also did Tyndale 
and Coverdale (fold, flock). 
Wiclif, however, following the 
Vulgate, had already made ‘one 
fold” familiar in English; and 
this rendering was introduced 
into Cromwell’s Bible, 1539, and 
retained its place down to 1611. 

It would perhaps be impossible 
for any correction now to do 
away with the effects which a 
translation undeniably false has 
produced on popular ecclesiastical 
ideas. 

22. The reading in this verse 
is of critical importance in regard 
to the connexion of the preceding 
discourses. 

The early 
divided : 

(1) éyévero tore is found in 
BL 33, and in the Thebaic and 
Armenian versions. 

(2) éyevero dé in NADX, and 


authorities are 


the mass of MSS., in some old 
Latin copies, and in the Syriac 
versions. 

(3) A small group of cursive 
mss., including some of impor- 
tance (1, 225, 2? etc.), and the 
best copies of the Old Latin (a, 6) 
have no connecting particle, 

(4) The Memphitic version and 
one Latin copy at least (gat) 
represent both rdére and 6e¢. 

There are also other slight 
variations in the renderings in 
versions. 

These phenomena may be ac- 
counted for by supposing either 
that originally there was no con- 
necting particle, or that it was 
one which caused difficulty. 

The evidence in support of the 
first supposition, though consider- 
able, appears to be inadequate ; 
and tore would be an unlikely 
particle to insert. 

On the other hand, if rore 
stood in the text originally it 
would create superficial difficulty 
from the apparent confusion of 
the feasts; and again it is an 
unusual word in St. John, and 
not often found in this position, 
though in fact its unusual position 
is significant (“at that time, 
while these discussions as to the 
old church and the new were 
going on.” Comp. Matt, xxiv. 
21, xxvii. 16). 

If d€ had been the true read- 
ing, it is not easy to see why 
it should have been changed. 
The origin of the tdére from the 
repetition of the last syllable of 
éyevero is very unlikely. And, 
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though 6¢ has no obvious diffi- 
culty, it is hard to suppose that 
St. John would have indicated 
in such a way a fresh journey 
to Jerusalem (xiii. 1 is not a 
parallel), and the statement, 
“ Now the Feast of Dedication 
took place (éyévero) at Jerusalem,” 
is on this supposition, as it seems, 
singularly without force. 

On the whole, therefore, it is 
best to adopt the reading rore, 
which has strong external and 
internal authority, and which 
brings the conversation in x. 1— 
18 into connexion with its sequel, 
v. 25 ff., and with a characteristic 
epoch. 

29. In this verse the relative 
(which) and the comparative 
(greater) are masculine in some 
of the most important authorities 
and neuter in others ; and there 
is a cross division in these dif- 
ferences. Thus, (1) B*, Zatt., 
Memph. read, 6, pecCov; (2) SL, 
6, peilov ; (3) AB?X, os, petlov; 
(4) D, 0 dedwxeis, peiLov ; (5) the 
mass of authorities, ds, weiCov. 

The reading (2) is impossible. 
The readings (4) and (5) are 
evidently corrections: if either 
had been original, it would not 
have been disturbed. ‘The choice 
lies between (1) and (3). Of 
these (1) has the most ancient 
authority, and is the most dif- 
ficult and at the same time the 
most in accordance with the style 
of St. John (vi. 39, xvii. 2). 
This reading has therefore been 
adopted in the notes. 

If the masculine relative be 
adopted (ds) the sense is quite 


simple: My Lather which gave 
them to me is greater (personally, 
petCwv, or rather, a greater power, 
petCov: comp. Matt. xii. 6) than 
all; and (as a consequence) no 
one is able... 

Hilary (de Trin. 7. 22; 11. 12) 
takes the phrase in a wholly 
different sense as referring to 
the derivation of the Son’s divine 
nature from the Father (Datio 
paterna sumpte nativitatis pro- 
fessio est, et quod unum sunt, 
proprietas ex nativitate nature 
est: 11, 12). Ambrose (de Spi. 
Sancto, 11. 116: Dedit pater 
per generationem non per adop- 
tionem) and Augustine (ad loc. 
Quid dedit Filio Pater majus 
omnibus? Ut ipse illi esset uni- 
genitus Filius) take the same 
view. But the usage of St. John 
(vi. 39, all that which the Father 
hath given me: comp. v. 37, xvii. 2, 
all that which thou hast given Him) 
seems distinctly to point to the 
society of the faithful as the 
Father’s gift ; and this interpre- 
tation brings the clause into 
parallelism with those which 
have gone before. 





ii, THE DECISIVE J UDGEMENT 
(xi., xii.) 


This last section of the record 
of the Lord’s public ministry, 
represented by His great con- 
troversy at Jerusalem, consists 
of two parts, The first part 
contains the narrative of the 
final sign with its immediate 
consequences (xi.); the second 
part gives three typical scenes 
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Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, 
from the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 


2But it was that Mary’ which anointed the Lord 
1 or But Mary was she that .. . 


which mark the close of the 
work, together with a summary 
judgement upon its results (xii.). 


1. The final sign and its imme- 
diate issues (xi.) 

The narrative of the raising 
of Lazarus is unique in its com- 
pleteness. The essential circum- 
stances of the fact in regard to 
persons, manner, results, are 
given with perfect distinctness, 
The history is more complete 
than that in ch, ix. because the 
persons stand in closer connexion 
with the Lord than the blind 
man, and the event itself had in 
many ways a ruling influence on 
the end of His ministry. 

Four scenes are to be distin- 
guished: (1) The prelude to the 
miracle (1—16); (2) The scene 
at Bethany (17—32); (3) The 
miracle (33—44); (4) The im- 
mediate issues of the miracle 
(45—57). 

In studying the history, several 
points must be kept in view. 

1. The sign itself is the last of 
a series, which has evidently been 
formed (xx. 30f.) with a view 
to the complete and harmonious 
exhibition of the Lord’s work, 
Comp. Matt. xi. 5. The seven 
miracles of the ministry, which 
St. John relates, form a signi- 
ficant whole (ii. 1 ff., iv. 46 ff., 
Peel fe Via OL, LO, 1x,),1 ff., 
xi.), and they fall into two signi- 
ficant groups, four in Galilee and 
three in Judea, And in this 
respect it is of interest to notice 
_ that the first and last are wrought 


in the circle of family life, and 
among believers to the strength- 
ening of faith (ii, 11, xi. 15); 
and both are declared to be 
manifestations of “glory” (ii. 
11, xi. 4, 40). So the natural 
relations of men become the 
occasions of the revelation of 
higher truth. 

It must be noticed that there 
is no mention of lepers in the 
Gospel, nor any record of the 
healing of demoniacs. It seems 
as if both forms of suffering were 
confined to localities which lie 
without the peculiar scene of 
St. John’s narrative. 

2. The circumstances of the 
miracle ought to be minutely 
compared with those of the cor- 
responding miracles recorded by 
the Synoptists (Mark v. 22 ff. 
and parallels; Luke vii. 11 ff.). 
The omission of the raising of 
Lazarus by the Synoptists is no 
more remarkable in principle 
than the omission of these rais- 
ings by St. John. In each case 
the selection of facts was deter- 
mined by the purpose of the 
record, “ Electa sunt que scri- 
berentur que saluti credentium 
sufficere videbantur” (Aug.). 
The miracles wrought at Jeru- 
salem were not included in the 
cycle of apostolic preaching which 
formed the basis of the Synoptic 
Gospels, 

There is no difference between 
the Synoptists and St. John as 
to the “supernatural” character 
of the Lord’s life. 

3. Numerous minute touches 
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mark the fulness of personal 
knowledge, or the impression of 
an eye-witness: e.g. the relation 
of the family to Jesus (v. 5); the 
delay of two days (6); the exact 
position of Bethany (18); the 
presence of Jews (19); the secret 
message (28); the title “the 
Master” (7d.) ; the pause of Jesus 
(30); the following of the Jews 
(31), and their weeping (33) ; the 
prostration of Mary (32); the 
successive phases of the Lord’s 
emotion (33, 35, 38) ; the appear- 
ance of Lazarus (44). 

4, Not less remarkable than 
this definiteness of detail are 
the silences, the omissions, in the 
narrative ; eg. as to the return 
of the messenger (v. 4); the 
message to Mary (27f.); the 
welcome of the restored brother 
(44). Under this head too may 
be classed the unexpected turns 
of expression : e.g, ‘unto Judea” 
(v. 7), vv. 11f., v. 37. 

5. That, however, which is most 
impressive in the narrative, as a 
history, is its dramatic vividness ; 
and this in different respects. 
There is a clear individuality 
in the persons. Thomas stands 
out characteristically from the 
apostles. Martha and Mary, 
alike in their convictions, are 
distinguished in the manner of 
showing them, Then again there 
is a living revelation of character 
in the course of the narrative; 
Martha reflects the influence of 
the Lord’s words. 
tried and separated. And above 
all the Lord is seen throughout, 
absolutely one in His supreme 
freedom, perfectly human and 
perfectly divine, so that it is felt 


The Jews are 


that there is no want of harmony 
between His tears and His life- 
giving command, 

6. With regard to the fact 
itself it is important to remark 
that, while it was a sign of 
the resurrection, the Evangelist 
makes it clear throughout that 
this raising to a corruptible life 
is essentially distinct from the 
Lord’s rising again to a glorified 
life. 

7. Apart from the antecedent 
assumption that a miracle is 
impossible, and that the record 
of a miracle must therefore be 
explained away, it is not easy to 
see any ground for questioning 
the literal exactness of the his- 
tory. No explanation of the 
origin of the narrative on the 
supposition that it is unhistorical, 
has even a show of plausibility. 
Those who deny the fact are 
sooner or later brought to main- 
tain either that the scene was an 
imposture, or that the record is a 
fiction. Both of these hypotheses 
involve a moral miracle, 

8. No overwhelming influence 
is assigned to the miracle by the 
Evangelist. It is a “sign,” a 
revelation of the divine glory, to 
those who believe, or who have 
sympathy with the truth, But 
others, apparently, without ques- 
tioning the reality of the fact, 
simply find in it a call to more 
energetic opposition. The work 
arrests attention ; and then it be- 
comes a touchstone of character. 
In this respect it completely 
answers to the function assigned 
to miracles in the New Testa- 
ment. 

9. This last consideration helps 

















VER, 3] 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST, JOHN 79 


with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was sick. The sisters there- 
fore sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom 


to explain the omission of the 
miracle from the Synoptic nar- 
ratives. For us the incident, as 
an external fact, has naturally a 
relative importance far greater 
than it had for the Evangelists. 
For them, as for the Jews, it was 
one of “ many signs” (xi. 47), and 
not essentially distinguished from 
thera. The entry into Jerusalem 
was the decisive event in which 
the issue of all Christ’s earlier 
works was summed up. This, 
therefore, the Synoptists record. 
For St. John, however, the raising 
of Lazarus was, as the other 
miracles, a spiritual revelation. 
It fell in then with his plan, as 
far as we can discern it, to relate 
it at length, while it did not fall 
in with the common plan of the 
Synoptic Gospels, which excluded 
all working at Jerusalem till the 
triumphal entry.* 

* Bishop Westcott had proposed 
to remodel this introductory note, 
arranging it under six heads: 1. The 
signs in St. John, 2. Omission by 
the Synoptists, 3. Relative import- 
ance to us. 4, Other raisings. 5, 
Ministry, etc., of women. 6, General 
significance, etc. 

I place here his rough notes for the 
last two heads.—A. W. 

Notice the raisings from the dead 
on behalf of women, (1) O.T., Elijah 
(1 Kings 17); Elisha (2 Kings 4 ); 
Heb. xi. 35. (2) N.T., Luke vii. 12 ff. ; 
Acts ix. . 

5. The ministry of women, Anna: 
Luke ii, 36 ff. The woman that was 
a sinner: Luke vii. 37 ff. Mary 
Magdalene, Johanna, Susanna, Mary: 
Luke viii. 2f. Mary and Martha: 
Luke x. 38. Mary: Matt. xxvi. 7 ||’. 
Women on way to the Cross: Luke 
xxiii. 27. AtCross: Matt. xxvii. 5, 6; 


Luke xxiii. 49 ; Mark xv. 40 (Salome). 


(1) The prelude to the miracle 
6) 


The record of the miracle is 
prefaced by an account of the ex- 
ternal and moral circumstances 
under which it was wrought. 
The message as to the sickness 
of Lazarus was brought to the 
Lord in His retirement at Perea, 
He declared what the end would 
be in mysterious terms, and still 
remained where He was (1—6). 
Then followed the announcement 
of His intention to return to 


Attomb: Matt. xxviii.1, 5 ; Luke xxiii. 
55, xxiv. 10, 22, 24; John xx. 1 ff, 
Miracles for (a) women: Matt. ix. 
20 ||’, The woman with issue of blood ; 
xy. 22 || The Syropheenician woman ; 
Luke viii. 2, Mary Magdalene, xiii. 
11, The woman with a spirit of in- 
firmity. Notice of women at the 
Lord’s teaching: John iv.; Matt. xiv. 
21, xv. 38; Luke xi. 27; Matt, xx. 20, 
Mother of Zebedee’s sons, 

6. The general significance of the 
sign. The death and the quickening. 
Life through death : vv, 25 f., and (on 
the side of earth) death through life. 
Just as the last sign (ch. ix.) stirred 
greater hopes (v. 37) so this was a pre- 
paration for the trial of the Passion. 
A revelation of the conquest of death, 
but not yet of the Resurrection. 
Type of spiritual quickening. So 
Augustine, identifying Mary with 
Mary Magdalene. The three signs 
in Judea: Paralytic—Blind—Dead. 
(Introd.) The idea of correspondence 
lies in Christ, In St. Paul we find » 
recognition of typical character of 
Christ’s life: e.g. burial. The prophet 
the divine historian. Study Browning’s 
Epistle of Karshish. In Christian Art 
the raising of Lazarus is commonly 
connected with Moses striking the 
rock: life issuing from the sealed 
source (North and Br,, ii, 115), Com- 
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suios tov Oeov dv auras. 
Judza, which served to show the 
feeling of His disciples, alike in 
their weakness and in their de- 
votion (7—16). Throughout the 
Lord speaks with the authority 
of certain knowledge (wv. 4, 15). 


Cuap, XI. 1—6. The message 
to Perea from Bethany. 

1. *Hy 8€.. . doOevav] Hrat... 
languens v.; Now there was a 
certain man sick. Contrast v. 2 
nodeve. Comp. i. 9, vi. 45. Rev. 
i, 18. The particle marks the 
interruption to the retirement 
beyond Jordan (x. 40). For the 
construction (jv . . . dobeviv) 
comp. Luke xxi. 17, 24, xxii. 69, 
xxiii, 51, 55, xxiv. 13, 32, 38; 
Heb, ii. 13, vii. 21, x. 10. 

Aaf.| The name is a shortened 
form of Eleazar. It occurs again 
in Luke xvi. 20; Jos, B. J. v. 13, 
7, and in Rabbinic writers (ny), 
see Lightfoot, ad loc. All the at- 
tempts to identify Lazarus with 
the person in the parable or with 
the rich young man are quite 
baseless. It may also be added 
that the identification of Mary 
with Mary Magdalene is a mere 
conjecture supported by no direct 
evidence, and opposed to the 
general tenor of the Gospels. 

The contrast of prepositions, 
aro (Vulg. a) of Bethany, and éx 
(Vulg. de) sprung from the vil- 
lage of . .., describes the actual 
residence and the true home of 
Lazarus. The “ village” may 
have been Bethany, or it may 
have been some other village (a 
certain village, Luke x. 38). 


> , \ € > A X 
nyata Se 6 “Inaovs THY 

Map. . . . Map@.] Mary is 
apparently put forward as the 
person best known from the 
event mentioned in v. 2 and 
related in ch, x1i., though Martha 
seems to have been the elder 
sister (vv. 5, 19; Luke x. 38 f.). 
“This name of Martha is very fre- 
quent in the Talmudic authors ” 
(Lightfoot, ad loc.). 

2. nv de Map....] The Greek 
text is ambiguous. It may be 
either But Mary was she that... 
whose. ..; or, as A.V., But it was 
(the) Mary which... whose... 
The verse obviously presupposes 
(as in v. 1) a general knowledge 
of the Evangelic history. 

tT. kup.| iv. 1, note. 

3. dear. ovv . The sisters 
therefore, feeling sure of His love 
in their sorrow. 

ide] It was enough to state 
the fact; they offer no plea. 
“ Sufficit ut noveris: non enim 
amas et deseris” (Augustine, ad 
loc.). ‘ Amanti satis erat nun- 
tiasse” (Rup.). The interjection 
is characteristic of St. John. 
Comp. xvi. 29, note. 

dv gireis| quem amas v.; he 
whom thou lovest, withthe natural 
affection of personal attachment : 
comp. v. 36, So they point the 
relation. The Evangelist in v. 5 
uses 7ya7a (Vulg, diligebat). For 
the distinction between the two 
words see vy. 20, note, xxi. 15, 
17, notes, xx. 3, xvi. 27; Rev. 
iii, 19, 

4, axove. 5. 6 “Ino. eiz. . . .| 
The words are for all. They are 
not a simple answer to the mes- 
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athou lovest is sick. But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, This sickness is not unto death, but for! the 
glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified 


sthereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 


! or in behalf of, 


sengers, nor yet a simple lesson 
for the disciples. They contain 
an answer, and they kindle faith. 
And the messenger seems to have 
returned reassured by them, while 
they were also designed to sug- 
gest hope to the sisters when all 
hope was over (v. 40). 

Air. 7 a00....| This sickness 
ts not unto death as its issue and 
end, but for—to serve and to ad- 
vance—the glory of God, in order 
that the Son of God may be glorified 
thereby. The general object (the 
glory of God) is made specific in 
the particular end. The actual 
occurrence of death was in no 
way against this statement. It 
rather helped to realise the 
deeper fulness of the revelation. 

brép tr. 5.| pro gloria v. In 
every other place in St. John 
(even i, 30; 3 John 7) the pre- 
position tmép marks the notion of 
“sacrifice in behalf of ” ; and this 
idea lies under the narrative here. 
There was some mysterious sense 
in which the sick man suffered 
in behalf of God’s glory, and was 
not merely a passive instrument. 
Thus the sickness is regarded in 
a triple relation: “unto” in re- 
spect of the actual result; “in 
behalf of ” in respect of the suf- 
fering borne; ‘in order that ” 
in respect of the divine purpose, 

“Tune quippe infirmitas ad 
mortem est, quando _ propter 
(? preter) mortem nihil queritur, 
et in ipsa morte finis consti- 
tuitur” (Rup.). Comp. 1 John 


VOL, II. 


Vv. 16, duapria rpos Odvarov. Con- 
trast Isa. xxxviii. 1, guadaxioOy 
"Eexids ews Oavarov. 

For the thought comp. ix. 3, 
x, 38, 

tT. d0&. 7. Ge.| the glory of God, 
the revelation of God in His vic- 
torious majesty: v. 40, xii. 41; 
Acts vii. 55 (8. 0.); Rom, i, 23 
(iil, 23, v. 2), (vi. 4). 

iva dofac8....| may be glori- 
Jied. The phrase contains a clear 
allusion to the glory of the Lord 
won through the Passion. The 
raising of Lazarus by revealing 
Christ’s power. and character 
brought the hostility of His 
enemies to a crisis (vv. 47 ff.), 
and led to His final “glorify- 
LAT CU b gh Ul eB Wipe hina 9 Ik 

o vi. t. Oe.] The Lord is re- 
corded in the Gospels to have 
applied this title, “the Son of 
God,” to Himself only here, and 
in ch. vy. 35, and by implication 
in ch, x. 36 (not ch. ix. 35; iii. 
17f.). But the narratives of 
the Passion show that it was 
familiarly known (Matt. xxvi. 
63 f., Luke xxii. 70) from the 
confessions of disciples, 

5. jyar. dé...) The words 
are a preparation for v, 6. The 
Evangelist describes the Lord’s 
affection for this family as that 
of moral choice (jyéra: see v. 3, 
note). The passing notice of that 
which must have been the result 
of long and intimate intercourse 
is a striking illustration of the 
fragmentariness of the Evangelic 
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records. Lazarus is not men- from the letter of the narra- 
tioned in Luke x. 38 ff, tive, v. 15, 

6. ws ody 7... .| When there- 7—16. The decision to visit 
fore he heard.... The delay Bethany. 


and the return were alike con- 
sequences of the same divine 
affection and of the same divine 
knowledge. Because the Lord 
loved the family He went at the 
exact moment when His visit 
would be most fruitful, and not 
just when He was invited. 

Tote pev. . . Ereita . . .| tune 
quidem... deinde post hoc... v.; 
for the time... . then after this 

"Ereira occurs here only in 
St. John (Luke xvi, 7). 

dvo Hpu.| The journey would oc- 
cupy abouta day. Thus Lazarus 
died at the time when the mes- 
sage came (vv. 17, 39). Christ 
therefore did not wait for the 
death, but knew of the death. 
Meanwhile He finished the work 
which He had to do before going 
back to Judea, The supposition 
that the interval was left in 
order that the Lord might raise 
the dead and not heal the sick, 
and so show greater power 
and win greater glory, is alien 
equally from the spirit and 


7. ‘Tovdaiav| It is to be noticed 
that the words are not let us go to 
Bethany. The thought is of the 
hostile land of unbelief in con- 
trast with Pera (x. 40). For 
dywpev (eamus v.) see iv. 15, 16, 
xiv. 31; Matt, xxvi. 46 ||; Mark 
xiv, 42; i, 38, Contrast imdyes 
(wadis v.) v. 8. 

8. “PaZ.| ix. 2, note. 

viv elyt....| even now the 
Jews were seeking... and art 
thow going thither again? The 
English idiom hardly admits the 
vividness of the original. 

9. The answer is exactly com- 
plementary to that in ix. 4. It 
is here laid down that there is 
an appointed measure of working 
time given, and consequently that 
as long as that lasts work can 
be done. On the other hand (ix. 
4) there is only a limited time, 
and the work must be finished 
within it, 

There is no warrant for apply- 
ing the ideas of “night” and 
“stumbling” to any _ special 
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When therefore he heard that he was 


sick, he abode for the time two days in the place 


7 where he was. 


Then after this he saith to the 


sdisciples, Let us go into Judea again. The disciples 


say to him, Rabbi, 


even now the 


Jews were 


seeking to stone thee; and art thou going thither 


9 again ? 


Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours 


in the day? If a man walk in the day, he stumbleth 
1ionot, because he seeth the light of this world. But 
if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because 


u the light is not in him. 


aspects of the Lord’s work, as 
in the case of men, xii. 35. The 
answer is, as a whole, a parable 
of human action. All action is 
‘subject to corresponding con- 
ditions. Man does not carry 
within him all that he requires. 
He is not self-fulfilled: he re- 
quires help from without. In 
order to move in the world he 
must be illuminated by the light 


of the world. This law held true »/ 


even of Christ’s work on earth. 
It could be done, and at the same 
time it could only be done, while 
the “day” yet continued. A 
similar idea is expressed in Luke 
xii. 32 f, 

The journey to Bethany was 
not yet begun, so that the image 
was probably suggested by the 
early dawn. 

Rupert draws a striking com- 
parison between the action of the 
natural and the spiritual “ Light 
of the World”: “ Nonne, inquit, 
Sscriptum est quia sol cognovit 
- occaswm swum? Numquid sol iste 
de quo scriptum est alicujus ex- 
cutietur incursu et occidet ante- 
- quam veniat hora eius? Ego 
- nempe sum lux mundi: ego ille 


These things spake he: 


sol qui occasum suwm cognovit : 
igitur sicut iste sol quo aer illus- 
tratus dies efficitur ab oriente 
usque in occidentem proficiscitur, 
et nequaquam in hominis potes- 
tate est ut occidat antequam 
veniat duodecima hora eius; ita 
scitote quia non me _ occident 
Judi antequam veniat hora 
mea in qua decrevi mori” (Rup.). 
Compare Ps. civ. 23. 

At the same time the words 
convey a significant hint of the 
times of darkness and failure 
which in due order must come 
under the actual conditions of 
earthly life (comp. Matt. xxiv. ; 
2Tim.i. 15), But in the end this 
stern necessity will be removed : 
Rev. xxi. 25, xxii. 5. 

10. 7. dis ovk éor, & air.] 
the light is not in him: the light 
which he needs for the fulfilment 
of his work, 

Man has the capacity for re- 
ceiving and reflecting the divine 
light (ch. i. 9), but he has not in 
him an independent source of 
light. By the affirmation of this 
principle Christianity is distin- 
guished from Neo-Platonism. 

Il, Aad. & quid. im. KEKOLU, | 
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Lazarus, our friend, is fallen 
asleep. Even so he still is “ our 
friend” in that world-of spirit. 
Comp. xv. 14f.; Luke xii. 4. 
The Lord joins His disciples with 
Himself in one bond of friend- 
ship (ow friend). 

kexour.| dormit v. Acts vii. 
60, xiii, 36; Matt. xxvii. 52; 
1 Thess, iv. 13 ff., ete. Compare 
cabevder Matt. ix. 24||§. (Cf. Dan. 
xii. 2.) The image is common 
in Rabbinic writings, and occurs 
as early as Homer, Jliad xi. 241 
Koyyoato xdA\Keov Uarvov. Comp. 
Isa. xiv. 8; xlii. 17. (LXX. for 
32%), But this sleep was a sleep 
without a waking. Comp. Mosch, 
Id. 111. 106 ff. 

In this connexion the history 
of the word xoiunrypiov is of 
interest. In classical Greek it 
occurs as the name of the hostels 
established in Crete for the shelter 
of strangers (Dosid. ap, Atheneum, 
143 c¢.). 

In the third century, if not 
before, it came to be applied to 
the burial-places of martyrs 
where Christians assembled for 
devotion, called at an _ earlier 
time aree martyrum (Hippol. 
Her, 456, 1). 

In the time of Valerian 
(253—260) the word was well 
known in Greek and Latin: 
Edict. 4mil. cf. Euseb., H. EF. 


vit. 11 otdands eeora eis Ta 
KaAdovpeva KOYLNTHpLA eT LEVAL. 
Pont. Act. Cypr. 

Chrysostom wrote a homily 
upon the title (Tom. ii, 393) 
which he describes as ypyotpov 
Hpi Kal pirocodias yeuov toAAjs. 

. eiz, ovy ot paf...| The 
misunderstanding followed from 
a false view of the promise in 
v.4. The “sleep” seemed to the 
disciples to be the crisis of re- 
covery, as, for example, in fever, 
due to the intervention of the 
Lord. And if this was so, the 
perilous journey was no longer 
necessary ; still less could it be 
well to break the rest which had 
at last been given. 

awoyno.| salvus erit v.; he shall 
be saved. It isimportant to notice 
how the word ‘‘save” reaches 
through the whole of man’s 
nature to every part of it. We 
cannot draw the line between 
what we are tempted to call the 
higher and the lower. The whole 
narrative is a revelation of life 
and death, vv, 25 f. 

The characteristic phrase 7 
miotis gov céowkey oe is used of 
the woman with the issue, Matt. 
ix. 22 ||§; of Bartimeeus, Mark 
x. 52 ||; of the woman that was 
a sinner, Luke vii. 50; of the 
grateful leper, Luke xvii. 19: 
that is, it is applied (1) to the 


2zhim out of sleep. 
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and after this he saith unto them, Lazarus our 
friend is fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awake 


The disciples therefore said to 


him, Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he shall be saved. 
13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death: but they 


therefore Jesus 


thought that he spake of taking rest in sleep. Then 
said unto them plainly, Lazarus 


died. And I am glad for your sakes, to the intent 


physical healing, (2) to the moral 
healing, (3) to the moral con- 
summation of the physical heal- 
ing. Comp. Mark vi. 56; Luke 
viii. 36, 50; James v. 15. 

The word cwfev is compara- 
tively rare in the writings of 


St. John. 


18. cipyxer. . . dmv. . . Aeye| 
Now Jesus had spoken ... spake 
The solemn word mis- 


understood is contrasted with 
the immediate interpretation of 
it. Comp. xv. 15, vi. 65, xii, 50. 

14, rore ow ciz. . . .| Then 
therefore Jesus said ... because 
the disciples had failed to catch 
the meaning of the words with 
which He had tried their spiritual 
discernment. It is clearly im- 
plied that the knowledge was 
supernatural. ‘Quid lateret 
eum qui creaverat?” (Aug.). 

mappynata| manifeste v.; plainly, 
without reserve and without 
metaphor. See vii. 13, note, x. 
24, xvi. 25, 29. 

A. arébavey| Lazarus died, The 
thought is carried back to the 
critical moment to which the 
disciples looked back with hope. 
It is interesting to contrast the 
phrase used before (v. 11), %s 
fallen asleep, which describes the 
continuous state with that used 

here, died, which marks the 


single point of change. In fact 
the death of Lazarus seems to 
have preceded the delivery of 
the message (v. 39 rerapraios). 
The Lord did not, as many have 
supposed, wait for the death of 
Lazarus in order to magnify the 
action of His power. 

“ Ager non mortuus fuerat 
nuntiatus. Sed quid lateret 
eum qui creaverat, et ad cujus 
manus anima morientis exierat ?” 
(Aug.) 

15. xoup. dc du... . exet] Lam 
glad for your sakes, to the intent 
ye may believe, that I was not 
there. The words to the intent 
ye may believe are brought into 
the closest connexion with for 
your sakes, so as to explain the 
strange saying. Christ is glad 
not for the death of Lazarus, but 
for the circumstances and issues 
of the death. It will be observed 
that the Lord speaks of His own 
actions, as if they were in some 
sense not self-determined. 

mot.| The word is used abso- 
lutely. Comp. i. 7, 50, iv. 41, 
42, 48, 53, v. 44, vi. 36, 64, xi. 
40, xi, 39, xiv; 29, xix, 3b, xx. 
29, 31 (iii. 12, 18, x. 25, xvi. 31, 
xx, 8, are somewhat different). 
The disciples did already believe 
in one sense (ii. 11, vi. 69), But 
each new trial offers scope for 
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the growth of faith; so that 
which is potential becomes real. 
Faith can neither be stationary 
nor complete: it becomes and is 
not. ‘He who ts a Christian 
is no Christian” (Luther). 

ovk np. éx.| I was not there, as 
if death would have been im- 
possible in the presence of Christ. 

dAda| but, not to dwell on 
present sorrow or joy to come. 
The word breaks abruptly the 
connecting thought. Habet Domi- 
nus horas suas et moras. 
ay. mp. avr.| not thither, nor 
now into Judea (v. 7), but unto 
him: unto him, and not to the 
sisters who were mourning for 
him, Even as Christ spoke of 
Lazarus as still ‘a friend” (v. 11), 
so here He speaks of the body 
“sleeping” in the tomb as the 
man himself. He fixes the 
thoughts of the disciples upon 
a real present relationship of 
Lazarus to them and to Himself. 
That is now the ground of hope 
(xiv. 19: comp. Luke xx. 38; 
Matt. xxii. 32). 

16, ciz. otv Oop... .| Thomas 
therefore said . . . in answer to 
the invitation, as seeing that the 
resolution of the Master was 
fixed. ‘There is no longer (v. 8) 
any objection. 

6 dey. ...] which is called... 
not as an additional name, but 
as the interpretation of Thomas 


(Twin). Comp. iv, 25, (xix, 17), 


i. 38, The same note is repeated 
xx, 24, xxi. 2. It is difficult to 
see why special prominence is 
given to this Greek equivalent 
of the Aramaic name. Perhaps 
Thomas may have been familiarly 
known in Asia Minor among the 
Gentile Christians as Didymus. 
The traditions as to his work in 
Parthia and India are late and 
uncertain. 

ay. xk. hy. | In v. 11 Christ had 
spoken of Himself alone: in »v. 
15, there is a general invitation. 
Thomas emphasises the voluntari- 
ness of the act. 

iva aoO. per’ avr.| that we may 
die with him, v.e. Jesus, suggested 
by “we also.” It seems strange 
that any one should have referred 
it to Lazarus, The event in part 
fulfilled the expectations of 
Thomas. The Lord died, but 
not the apostles. 

iva azof.| The words stand in 
sharp contrast with the Lord’s 
words, iva muotevonte. Thomas 
keeps strictly within the range 
of that which he knew. There 
was no doubt as to the hostility 
of the Jews (comp. Luke xxii. 
33). He will not go one step 
beyond that which is plain and 
open. He will die for the love 
which he has, but he will not 
affect the faith which he has 
not. 

The other passages in which 
St. Thomas appears show the 
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ye may believe, that I was not there; but let us go 
1sunto him. Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus, 
said to his fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that 
we may die with him. So Jesus, when he came, 
found that he had been in the tomb four days 
isalready. Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, 
w about fifteen furlongs off; and many of the Jews 


same character, xiv. 5 (we know 
not whither ...), xx. 25 ff. 

Theophylact quotes a remark- 
able interpretation of the words 
from Origen asif Thomas desired 
to follow his Master even to 
Hades, whither He would descend 
to set free the soul of Lazarus, 
The interpretation rests upon 
the true conception that re- 
demption can only come through 
sacrifice. He must die in a real 
sense who would free another 
from death. 


(2) The scene at Bethany 
(17—32) 

After giving a general view of 
the circumstances at Bethany 
(17—19), the Evangelist lays 
open the meaning of the miracle 
as a revelation to faith, in con- 
nexion with the hope and sorrow 
of Martha (20—27) and Mary 
(28—32). Martha’s confession 
of faith is in words (vv. 22, 24, 
27); Mary’s is in simple self- 
surrender (v. 32); while both 
alike start from the expression 
of the same conviction (vv. 21, 
32). It has been commonly ob- 
served, and with justice, that 
under very different circum- 
stances the sisters show the same 
differences of character as in 
Luke x. 38 ff. Martha is eager, 
impetuous, warm ; Mary is more 
_ devoted and intense. 


17—19. The 
Bethany. 

17. “EXO. ovv 6 “Ino. ebp.] So 
Jesus, when he came, found... 
The word “found” emphasises 
the object of the Lord’s journey. 
Comp. i. 43, ii. 14, v. 14, ix. 35. 

Teco. yu. ex.] Augustine has a 
singular and characteristic ex- 
planation of the number. Man, 
he thinks, as he is, symbolised by 
Lazarus, has incurred a fourfold 
sentence of death, for original Sin, 
for the violation of Natural Law 
(the covenant with Noah), of the 
Mosaic Law, and of the Gospel. 

18. jv dé Bb. . . .] The whole 
scene in the apostle’s mind is 
distinct both in place and time. 
He looks back on the spot (nigh 
unto Jerusalem) and the company 
(the Jews had come) as prepared 
by a divine fitness for the work 
to be wrought. At the same 
time all lies in the distant past 
(Bethany was nigh). 

amo or. dex. . . .| fifteen fur- 
longs off, te, about two miles, 
The construction is peculiar. 
Comp. xxi. 8; Rev. xiv. 20. The 
modern name of Bethany (see 
Dict. of Bible, sv.) (Hl-Azartyeh) 
is derived from the miracle. See 
Wilson, Lands of the Bible, i. 485. 

19. é 7, “Iovd.] vv. 31, 36, 45. 
This was the last trial. Natural 
human love gave them once more 
the opportunity of faith 


position at 
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éAyr. . . .| had come... to 
comfort. During the seven days 
(nyav’) of solemn mourning it is 
still customary for friends to 
make visits of condolence. Comp. 
1 Sam. xxxi. 13; 1 Chron. x, 12; 
Job ii. 13 (Jewish Daily Prayers, 
pp. xxx. f.). Lightfoot (ad loc.) 
gives many illustrations of the 
ancient usages. 

mapapv0.|  consolarentur v. ; 
v. 31. 1 Thess. ii, 11; v. 14; 
(comp. 1 Cor. xiv. 3; Phil. ii. 1). 
In LXX. only, 2 Mace. XV.-0 
(Eccles. iv. 1 ad.). 

20—27. The Lord and Mar tha. 

20. 7 ovv Map. . . .| Martha 
therefore . . . (vv. 18, 19 are 
parenthetical), Martha appears 
to have been engaged in some 
household duty, and so first heard 
of the Lord’s approach; Mary was 
still in her chamber, so that the 
tidings did not at once come to 
her (v. 29), Comp. Luke x. 38 ff. 

Rupert sees in the detail a trait 
of character: ‘‘ Non minus dilec- 
tionis sed plus humilitatis in eo est 
quod. ... Maria domi sedebat.” 

dre "Ino. épx.| that Jesus cometh. 
He had been watched for while 
hope lasted, and the watch seems 
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Eyé cise n avaotacis Kat 9 Coy: 
1 Mapidu 33. All others Mapid. 
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* Omit Kipe B. 


to have been still kept when hope 
was gone. The words appear to 
be the exact message brought to 
Martha: “Jesus is coming.” 

21. «iz. otv 7 Mapé. . . .| So 
Martha said... Lord, if... 
The words are a simple ex- 
pression of faith and love, with- 
out any admixture of complaint. 
Martha does not say, ‘if thou 
hadst come”; she does not even 
emphasise the pronoun. She 
thinks only of a necessary ab- 
sence. See v. 32. 

Rupert says: “humili fide 
in confractione cordis omnipo- 
tentiam confitetur amantis.” 

22. Kal viv oid. orr. . .| And 
now I know that... even when 
death seems to have closed all. 
Faith reaches forth to that which 
it does not grasp. The words 
perhaps refer to the mysterious 
saying of the Lord (v. 4) which 
had been reported to her. 

olda] v.24, Contrast reriorevka, 
v. 27. The faith, if imperfect, is 
real, 

The em phatic repetition of God, 
at the end of both clauses in the 
original, serves to bring out, as 
it were, the special relation in 


-.»concerning their brother. 


-ahim: but Mary still sat in the house. 
Lord, 
2here, my brother had not died. 


esgive thee. 
rise again. 


Ver. 20—25] 
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had come to Martha and Mary, to console them 


Martha therefore, when 


she heard that Jesus was coming’, went and met 


fore said unto Jesus, 


Martha there- 
if thou hadst been 
And now I know 


that, whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, God will 


Jesus saith to her, Thy brother shall 
Martha saith to him, I know that he 


shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
osJesus said to her, I am the resurrection, and the 


1 07 cometh, 


which Christ stood to God in 
Martha’s thoughts. It is to be 
observed that Martha uses a 
word for the Lord’s prayer (airetv) 
which the Lord uses of others 
(xiv. 13 f£., xv. 16, xvi. 23f.), but 
never of Himself. Comp. xvi. 
26, note. 

23. ’Avaor. 6 a0. cov] The whole 
history of the raising of Lazarus 
is a parable of Life through 
death (vv. 4, 11, 16), of life 
through what is called death, 
of death through what is called 
life (v. 50). Here then, at the 
beginning, the key-note is given. 
Whatever death may seem to 
be, there is a resurrection, Death 
is not the final conqueror. As 
yet the idea of ‘resurrection ” 
is not defined. It is enough that 
the idea be recognised, 

24. Martha acknowledges the 
doctrine of a resurrection, as an 
object of remote belief: as some- 
thing of general but not of 
personal interest, and therefore 
powerless in the present bereave- 
ment: J know that he shall rise 


again in the resurrection, in that 


awful scene of universal awaken- 
ing, at the last day, when all 
human interests cease. 

On the Jewish doctrine of the 
Resurrection, see Aboth, iv. 31: 

He (R. Livezer ha-Qappar) used 
to say, ‘‘The born are to die; and 
the dead to revive...” 

See also Psalm, Sal, : 

iti. 16: of d€ poBovpevor Kvprov 
dvaoctnoovrat eis Conv aidvov Kat 
» Con adrav év putt Kupiov Kat ovK 
exAcier ert. 

xiv. 2: oovor Kuplov Gyoovrae ev 
ata «is Tov aidva. 6 mapddecos 
Kvupiov, 7a EvAa THS Lwns doror 
avrov. 

év 7. eo. Hy.| vi. 39, note. 

25. The reply of the Lord 
meets each implied difficulty. 
He does not set aside Martha’s 
confession, as if her idea were 
faulty. He brings the belief 
which she held into connexion 
with man’s nature as He had 
made and revealed it, The re- 
surrection is not a doctrine but 
a fact; not future but present : 
not multitudinous but belonging 
to the unbroken continuity of 
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each separate life. The Resur- 
rection is one manifestation of 
the Life: it is involved in the 
Life. It is a personal communi- 
cation of the Lord Himself, and 
not a grace which He has to 
gain from another. Martha had 
spoken of a gift to be obtained 
from God and dispensed by 
Christ. Christ turns her thoughts 
to His own Person. He ts that 
which men need. He does not 
procure the blessing for them. 
Compare iv. 15 ff., vi. 35 ff. 
I am—not I shall be hereafter— 
I am, even in this crisis of 
bereavement, in this immediate 
prospect of the Cross, the Re- 
surrection and the Life. The 
word ‘‘ Resurrection” comes first, 
because the teaching starts 
from death; but the special 
term is at once absorbed in the 
deeper word which includes it, 
Life (shall live, not shall rise 
again). 

"Ey. cite 7 dvaor.| ego sum 
resurrectio v. Christ in the ful- 
ness of His Person does not 
simply work the Resurrection 
and give life: He is both. He 
does not say, ‘I promise,” or “ I 
procure,” or “I bring,” but 
“T am.” By taking humanity 
into Himself He has revealed 
the permanence of man’s indi- 
viduality and being. But this 
permanence can be found only 
in union with Him. Thus 
two main thoughts are laid 
down: Life (Resurrection) is 
present, and this Life is in a 
Person. 

kal 7 Con] The context in which 
this revelation is given deter- 
mines the sense in which it must 


be interpreted. Christ is the 
life of the individual believer, in 
Whom all that belongs to the 
completeness of personal being 
(v. 23, thy brother; v. 11, our 
Jriend) finds its permanence and 
consummation. The same state- 
ment is made again in the last 
discourses (xiv. 6, note), but in a 
different connexion, and with a 
different scope. Just as ‘the 
life” in combination with “the 
resurrection” fixes the thought 
upon the man, so “the life” in 
combination with “the way” 
and “the truth” fixes it upon 
the whole sum of existence (i. 4), 
to which every man contributes 
his ‘‘individual difference.” Christ 
is the Life in both relations. 
He gives unity and stability to 
each man separately, and at the 
same time in virtue of this to 
the whole creation. St. Paul 
expresses the same double truth 
when he speaks of the believer 
as “living in Christ” (Rom. vi. 
11), and of ‘all things consist- 
ing in Him” (Col. i. 17), 

26. The truth is presented in 
its two forms as suggested by 
Resurrection and Life. Some 
there were, like Lazarus, who 
had believed and died, some like 
Martha who yet lived and be- 
lieved. Of the first it is said 
that the death of earth under 
which they had fallen is no real 
death: He that believeth on me, 
even tf he die, shall live—shall 
live still, live on even through 
that change, and not resume life 
at some later time. And of the 
second that the life of heaven 
shall never be broken off: Wo 
one that liveth and believeth in me, 


Sen 


VER. 26] 


life: 
shall he live: 


who in that faith hath seized the 
true conception of life, shall ever 
die. To him who is in Christ 
death is not what it seems to 
be. The insertion of the uni- 
versal term in this clause gives 
amplitude to the promise, and 
the conception of “death” is 
modified by the introduction of 
the thought of true life (he 
that liveth . . .). Death in this 
case is correlative with spiritual 
life. 

The verse points to mysteries 
which have occupied the thoughts 
of Eastern and also of Western 
philosophers, as the famous 
verses of Euripides show: tis 0 
oloev «i TO Cov pev éote KarOaveiy, 
70 KaTOaveiv Oe Cav Katw vopilerar ; 
(Polyid. Fragm. vii.: comp. 
Phryx, Fragm. xiv.), and indi- 
cates a higher form of “ corpor- 
ate” life, such as St. Paul 
expresses by the phrase “in 
Christ” (Gal. ii. 20; Col. ii. 
4), Comp. xvii. 3, note. 

Part of the thought is ex- 


pressed in a saying in the 
Talmud: ‘ What has man to do 
that he may live? Let him die. 


What has man to do that he 
may die? Let him live” (Zamid, 
32 a). The last words of Edward 
the Confessor offer a closer 
parallel: “ Weep not,” he said, 
“T shall not die but live; and 
as I leave the land of the dying 
I trust to see the blessings of 
the Lord in the land of the 
living” (Richard of Cirencester, 
ii, 292). 

Ei kat 6 “HpdxAevtos Kata TovTo 
Moi éws dxoAovdnoas TO Sdypare 
(Gen. ii. 17 Bavdry émobaveiabe), 
pyar yap Zapev tov éxelvw Odvaroy, 
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he that believeth on me, even if he die, yet 
and whosoever liveth and_ believeth 


tOvykapev de Tov exetvwv Biov, ws 
viv pev Ore evapev teOvykvias THs 
Wxns, Kal ws av ev onuate TO 
oopate evreTuBevpevys, ei 5€ a7ro- 
Odvomev, THs YWryns fdons Tov 
idtov Biov Kal arnAaypevys KaKovd 
Kal vekpov Tov ovVdeTOU oopaTos 
(Philo, Leg. A lleg. i. 335 1. p. 65), 
& pev On codds TeOvqevau doKav 
Tov pbaprov Buov on TOV apbaprov, 
6 6¢€ patos Cov Tov év kaxia Té- 
Ovynke Tov evoainova (Philo, Quod 
Det. Pot. § 15, i. p. 200). 
Emerson, in his essay on 
Heroism, quotes a fine passage 
from Beaumont and Fletcher’s 
Four plays in one: The Triumph 
of Honour, xi. p. 24 (ed. Weber), 
of which the central thought is 
given in these lines : 
Mart. Dost know what ’tis to die? 
Soph. Thou dost not, Martius, 
And therefore not what ’tis to live; 


to die 
Is to begin to live. 


In regard to the two lives 
Augustine says: “ Laborat ne 
moriatur homo moriturus; et 
non laborat ne peccet homo in 
eternum victurus.” (Aug. Zn Joh. 
XLLX, 2). 

“Tntueatur quisque animam 
suam: si peccat moritur : pecca 
tum mors est anime ” (7d. 3), 

“ Anime tuz anima fides est ” 
(id. 15). 

od py aroO. «is tr. aidva| shall 
never die. According to the 
universal usage of St. John this 
must be the sense, and not “ shall 
not die for ever.” See iv. 14, 
viii. 51, 52, v. 28, xiii. 8. 

murrevers TovTo ;| Believest thou 
this? te. Is this thy belief? 
not Do you admit my statement ? 
(murrevers TOUTY ;). 
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27. Martha accepts the reve- 
lation, and then falls back upon 
the confession of the faith which 
she had won. She does not say 
simply ‘‘ I believe,” repeating the 
form given; but “I—even I— 
the pronoun is emphatic—have 
believed” —‘‘I have made this 
belief my own.” It was not the 
time to form a new confession, 
but to bring the old one to the 
stress of fresh need. The moment 
of trial is not the season for such 
a change of thought. At the 
same time Martha rests on her 
own personal experience (éyw). 
And the belief which Martha 
expresses, though it falls short 
technically of Christ’s declara- 
tion, being real as far as it goes, 
carries all else with it. He who 
holds firmly what he has gained 
will find afterwards that it 
contains far more than he has 
realised, 

Nat, kipue . . .| Utique, Domine, 
ego credidt. .. Vv. Comp. xxi. 
15, 16. Matt. ix. 28; xv. 27 
(Mark vii. 28). 

nemot.| Cf. iii. 18, vi. 69, xvi. 
27, xx. 29; 1 John iv. 16, v. 10, 
note, 

0 xp.| the Christ, of whom all 
the prophets spake, 

6 vi. T. Oe.| the Son of God, who 


2 &pxerae AC*DI'A. 


can restore the broken fellowship 
of man and His maker. 

0 eis T. K. epx.| that cometh into 
the world, for whom in both 
aspects men are ever looking. 
The clause is not to be regarded 
as a new and complete title, but 
taken with the words which 
precede. Comp. vi. 14, o mp. 
o épx. eis Tov k., Where the order 
is different. A corresponding 
order is found in i, 15, 27, iii. 31. 

The title 0 épydmevos occurs 
in Matt. xi. 3; Luke vii. 19 f. 
Comp. Matt. xxiii. 39; Mark xi. 
9; Luke xiii, 35. Luke xix. 38. 

The clause here adds_ the 
thought of a connexion of life 
between the seen and unseen | 
orders, and so gives the basis 
for the true understanding of 
the revelation which the Lord 
has given of life in Himself. 

In relation to earlier con- 
fessions, Martha’s confession 
takes up two main thoughts. 
The Christ: iv. 21,29. The Son 
of God: 1, 34, Comp. Matt. 
xvi. 16; ch. xx, 3l. 

It includes (a) knowledge 
(oida, vv. 22, 24) and (8) faith 
(weriorevxa, v. 27). Comp. 1 
John vy. 18, note. Contrast vi. 
69, wemor. kat éyvox. 1 John 
iv. 16, éyvwx. Kal mero. 


VER. 27—31] 


27on me shall never die. 


si was still in the place where Martha met him.) 


1 ol ee emer 
— 


andria) that Martha 


saith to him, Yea, 


Believest thou this?! 
Lord : 
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She 
I have believed that 


thou art the Christ, the Son of God, that cometh 


esinto the world. And when she had said this, she 


went away, and called Mary her sister, saying secretly, 


29 The Master is here, and calleth thee. 


And she, when 


she heard it, arose quickly, and set forth unto him. 
_s(Now Jesus was not yet come into the village, but 


The 


Jews then which were with her in the house, and 
1 or Is this thy belief? 


28—32. The Lord and Mary. 

28. rout. ciz.| had said this: 
the confession in its many parts 
is yet one. 

day\0.| Her faith answering 
to the revelation left nothing 
more to be said. She had risen 
above private grief. 

edov. ... Aa. eir.| vocavit ... 
silentio dicens v.; called... saying 
secretly. In the three other places 
where AdOpa occurs (Matt. i. 19, 
ii. 7; Acts xvi. 37) it precedes 
the word with which it is con- 
nected. The message was given 
so that Mary might meet the 
Lord alone and that the ill-feeling 
of the Jews might not be called 
out. 

‘O Si8ack.| magister v.; the 
Master, used absolutely. Comp. 
xx, 16, xiii, 13 f.; Matt. xxvi 
18, and parallels, The title 
opens a glimpse into the private 
intercourse of the Lord and 
the disciples: so they spoke of 
Him. 

duvet] calleth thee, the conver- 
sation with Martha is evidently 
not related fully. We cannot 
suppose (with Cyril of Alex- 
herself 


framed the message out of the 
general tenor of the Lord’s words 
Nor yet with Theophylact that 
the Presence itself has a call 
(aird Toro TO wapeivar avTi pwvns 
moveirar mpos a). For dwvei see 
x, 3, note, 

29. ads aK. wy. Tax. . . .| The 
terms are singularly vivid. The 
momentary act (jyépy, contrast 
also dvéory, v. 31) is contrasted 
with the continuous action which 
followed (jpxero). Comp. iv. 30. 

30. fv én ev 7. tom. . . .| was 
still in the place . . ., as though 
He would meet the sisters away 
from the crowd of mourners. 

31, The idea marks the known 
affection of Mary : “ Cur hoe, nisi 
quia Maria tenero magis affectu 
fratrem diligebat et plus diligens 
amplius dolebat?” (Rup.) 

iva kAavon| wt ploret v. The 
verb describes the continuous, 
almost passionate, expression of 
sorrow. Comp. xvi. 20, xx. 11 ff. 
So it is used especially of wailing 
for the dead; Matt, ii. 18; Mark 
v. 38 f, ete, Luke vii, 13, viii. 
52; Acts ix. 39. The word must 
be carefully distinguished from 
tdaxpucev (v. 35). 


ro 
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The secrecy of Martha became 
of no avail, and so it came to 
pass that the work was wrought 
in the presence of a mixed body 
of spectators (Cyril). 

32. 1 otv Map... .| Mary 
therefore, when she came . . . fell 
at his feet with more demonstra- 
tive emotion than Martha (v, 21), 
as afterwards she is represented 
as “wailing,” v. 33. Oepporépa 
autyn THs ddeAis (Chrys.). Comp. 
Mark v. 23; Matt. xx. 20; 
Mark vii. 25; Luke viii. 41; 
Luke xvii. 16; Acts x, 25, 

**Handem quam latius verbis 
Martha peroravit fidem Christi 
Filii Dei, Maria citius adorando 
expressit.” (Rup.) 

K. .. . 6 d0,] The words are 
identical with those used by 
Martha save for the significant 
transposition of the pronoun (ov« 
dv pov az. o ao.), and represent 
without doubt what the sisters 
had said one to another: ‘If 
the Lord had been here. . . .” 


(3) The Miracle (33—44) 

The details of the working 
of the miracle bring out several 
features not so clearly seen else- 
where. The work is not a simple 
exertion of sovereign, impassive 
power. It follows on a volun- 
tary and deep apprehension of 


the sorrow in itself and in its 
source (vv. 33—38), At the 
same time the issue is absolutely 
known while the present pain is 
fully shared (39, 40). Such 
knowledge follows from the per- 
fect sympathy between the 
Father and the Son. The Son’s 
works are the open expression of 
the will of the Father which He 
has recognised (41, 42). 

33—40. The Lord’s grief. 
Faith on its trial. 

33. No conversation and no 
answer follows the sister’s ad- 
dress as before. This was the 
climax of natural grief which 
called for the act of power and 
not for the word of power only. 

eid. adr. kAat.] Mary added no 
words to her first address: 
“Lingua conticuit, cetera lacri- 
mis uberius peregit.” (Rup.) 
Martha seems to have calmly 
trusted to the promise of re- 
storation which yet she could 
not understand (v, 39), 

eveBpiujoato TG tvevpati| fre- 
muit or infremuit spiritu v.; 
groaned in his spirit. The same 
word (é€uBpyzdopar) occurs in 
v. 38 and in three other places 
in the New Testament (Matt. ix. 
30; Mark i. 43; xiv. 5. 

In these places there is the 
notion of coercion springing out 





se there. 














VER. 32, 33] 
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were comforting her, when they saw Mary, that she 
rose up quickly and went out, followed her, sup- 


posing that she was going unto the tomb to wail 


Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus 


was, and saw him, fell at his feet, saying to him, 
Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 


33 died. 


of displeasure. The feeling is 
called out by something seen in 
another which moves to anger 
rather than to sorrow, So here 
we may set aside those inter- 
pretations of the word which 
represent the emotion as grief 
only. For such a sense of the 
word there is no authority at all. 
So much is clear that the general 
notion of antagonism, or indigna- 
tion, or anger, must be taken. 

But further difficulty arises as 
to the construction. Is the verb 
absolute or not? Is the spirit 
the sphere, or the instrument, or 
the object of the emotion ? 

1. In the other passages of 
the New Testament, with the 
exception of v. 38, the dative of 
the object is always added (and 
so also in Isa, xvii. 13, Symm.). 
If “the spirit” be the object 
here, what must we then under- 
stand by “the spirit” to which 
. this vehement expression of feel- 
ing is directed? (a) Some have 
supposed that “ the spirit ” here 
is the seat of human feeling, 
which the Lord in respect of His 
divine nature checked in _ its 
intensity (Chrys.). But ‘the 
spirit” can hardly describe the 
passionate, sympathetic side of 
human nature; and this con- 
ception is inconsistent with the 
words ‘‘ He troubled Himself” 
which follow. (8) Others again 


When Jesus therefore saw her wailing, and 


have taken ‘the spirit” to ex- 
press, according to the common 
usage of the word, that part of 
the Lord’s human nature where- 
by He was in immediate fellow- 
ship with His Father. And in 
this case two distinct views may 
be taken of the sense according 
as (1) the antagonism is with 
that which unduly shrinks from 
action, or (2) with that which 
unduly presses forward to action. 
If we follow the first idea the 
sense will be that the Lord 
“‘straitly charged,” summoned 
up to vigorous conflict with death 
the spirit which might, humanly 
speaking, hang back from the 
terrible encounter which even 
through victory would bring His 
own death. If we follow the 
second the thought will be that 
the Lord checked the momentary 
impulse which arose within Him 
to exert His divine power at 
once, and first voluntarily 
brought Himself into complete 
sympathy with the sorrow which 
He came to relieve, According 
to the first of these two inter- 
pretations, “vehemently moved 
His spirit” would be parallel 
with “ He troubled Himself” : 
according to the second, “ He 
sternly checked his spirit ” would 
be the complement of it. Both 
interpretations fall in with the 
general sense of the passage, but 
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the second seems to be the more 
natural, 

2. Against this view of the 
construction, which makes ‘the 
spirit” the object of the verb, it 
may be urged that am His Spirit 
(td rvevparc) is used elsewhere in 
parallel passages to describe the 
sphere of feeling (Mark viii. 12 ; 
Luke x. 21; John xiii. 21). 
If then the verb be taken abso- 
lutely, which appears to be 
justified by the use below (éuf. 
ev éavtd), what is the implied 
object of the indignant antago- 
nism? Various answers have 
been given. Some have sup- 
posed that the Lord felt indigna- 
tion (a) with the Jews as hypo- 
critical mourners at the scene, 
and soon to become traitors. 
But this seems to be inconsistent 
with the general tone of wv. 45 f. : 
and with the parallelism of 
the verse (kAaiovoay, k\alovras). 
Others (8) find the cause of in- 
dignation in the unbelief or mis- 
apprehension of the Jews and 
even of the sisters. But these 
faults have not been brought 
into prominence. The emotion 
is stirred by the sight of sorrow 
as sorrow, and not as unbelief 
or distrust or disappointment. 
Others again (y) think that the 
Lord was indignant at the sight 
of the momentary triumph of 
evil, as death, or personally of 
Christ’s adversary the devil, who 
had brought sin into the world, 
and death through sin, which 
was here shown under circum- 
stances of the deepest pathos. 
This interpretation accords well 
with the scope of the passage. 


On the whole, therefore, the 
choice seems to lie between the 
senses 1 (8) (2), “He sternly 
checked His spirit”; and 2 (y), 
“ He groaned ”—expressed, that 
is, indignant emotion — ‘in 
spirit.” And the use of the 
word below (v. 38) leads to a 
decision in favour of the second 
of these renderings. 

Whichever view, however, be 
taken, it must be remembered 
that the miracles’ of the Lord 
were not wrought by the simple 
word of power, but that in a 
mysterious way the element of 
sympathy entered into them. 
He took away the sufferings and 
diseases of men in some sense by 
taking them upon Himself, as 
is expressed in Matt. viii. 17; 
comp. Mark vii. 34. So it is 
said (Luke viii. 46) that He 
knew that power “had gone 


out from Him.” Compare 
Heb. v. 7. It is an utter mis- 
understanding of the whole 


scope of the Gospel to find any 
contradiction between the sign 
of suffering (Jesus wept) and the 
voice of power (Lazarus, come 
forth). It has been suggested 
also that in this case the conflict 
was the heavier, seeing that 
Lazarus himself was called upon 
to undergo a life of suffering. 
“ Usque ad lacrimas . . . con- 
descendit humanitas . . . for- 
tassis non tam pro eo quod 
mortuus erat quam pro eo quod 
propter eedificandam viventium 
fidem revocari illum oportebat 
ad tolerandas hujus vite mise- 
rias” (Rup.). The reader will 
recall Browning’s interpretation 
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the Jews also wailing which came with her, he groaned 


have ye laid him? 


sain the spirit!, and troubled himself, and said, Where 
They say to him, Lord, come 


1 or in his spirit, 


of his after-life in the Hpistle of 
Karshish. 

‘O Kipios euBpysdror r3 raOer 
ev TH Tvevpate Touréotw émiTipe 
Oud TOD TvevpaTos TH cvyxvoe Kal 
éerexet tavrnv (Theophylact). 

‘Emirmjoas tO 7dbe, 7d yep 
eveBpynoato TS amvevpat. TovTd 
OTL, ETETXE THY OVyXVOW Kal obTWS 
€pwra mov teleikate aitév; ore 
BH pera CAopuppod yiverOau rijv 
éparnow (Chrys. ). 

tT. mvevp.| St. John distinctly 
recognises “the spirit” (veda, 
xiii, 21, xix, 30) and “the soul” 
(yuxy, x. 11 ff., xii, 27) as 
elements in the Lord’s perfect 
humanity, like the other Evan- 
gelists (rvedpna, Matt. xxvii. 50; 
Mark ii. 8, viii. 12; Luke x, 21, 
xxiii, 46; wvyy, Matt. xx. 28, 
xxvi. 38, and parallels), 

érdpagev éavtov] turbavit se 
ipsum v.; troubled himself. It 
cannot be supposed that the 
peculiar turn of the phrase used 
here is equivalent to was troubled 
(érapdy On, xiii. 21, Vulg. turbatus 
est). ‘The force of it appears to 
be that the Lord took to Himself 
freely those feelings to which 
others are subject; and_ this 
feeling of horror and indignation 
He manifested outwardly. Comp. 
Isa, xlii, 13. “Turbaris tu nolens: 
turbatus est Christus quia voluit 
... Contristatus est Jesus, verum 
est, sed quia voluit; mortuus 
est Jesus, verum est, sed quia 
voluit; in illius potestate erat 
sic vel sic affici vel non affici.” 
(Aug. ad loc.) 

Compare: “ Affectum quippe 


VOL. I. 


humanum quando _ oportuisse 
judicavit in seipso potestate 
commovit qui hominem totum 
potestate suscepit.” (Zract. 1x. 
§ 5). 

ee so Augustine draws out 
the general lesson against the 
affectation of indifference: 
“Quando turbatur qui non 
turbaretur nisi volens, eum con- 
solatur qui turbatur et nolens, 
Pereant argumenta philosopho- 
rum qui negant in sapientem 
cadere perturbationes animorum 
... qui... stuporem deputant 
sanitatem ignorantes sic hominis 
animum quemadmodum corporis 
membrum desperatius sgrotare 
quando et doloris amiserit sen- 
sum ” (Z'ract. lx. § 3). 

34, [lod reO. atr.;| The question 
is remarkable as being the single 


_place in the Gospel where the 


Lord speaks as seeking infor- 
mation. Yet see v. 17 (ecipev). 
At the same time (comp. vi. 6) 
it seems to be directed to the 
sisters to bring vividly before 
them the grave (as it were) 
of their hope. ‘Talis est vox 
Dei in Paradiso posteaquam 
homo peccavit : Adam, ubi es?” 
(Aug.) 

dey. ] They say... Apparently 
Martha and Mary, to whom we 
must suppose that the question 
was addressed, 

épx. «. 18,| The words are a 
strange echo of i. 46. (Rev. vi. 
1, 5, 7.) Comp. i. 39, note. 

But the addition Kvpre ex- 
presses the effect of Christ’s 
Presence. 


q 
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35. éddxpvcev| lacrimatus est 
v.; The word occurs here only 
in the New Testament. It says 
just so much as that ‘tears fell 
from Him.” Once it is recorded 
that Jesus “wept” with the 
sorrow of lamentation: Luke 
xix. 41 (éAavoevy), Comp. Heb. 
v. 7, peta Kpavyns ioxvpas Kat 
daxpvwy. This weeping was for 
the death of a people, a church, 
and not of a friend, Here too the 
death of Lazarus is the type of 
the universal destiny of manhood, 
“ Flevit Christus: fleat se homo. 
Quare enim flevit Christus, nisi 
quia flere hominem docuit?” 
(Aug.) It must be noticed that 
St. John records incidentally 
many traits of the Lord’s perfect 
manhood : thirst (iv. 7, xix. 28), 
fatigue (iv. 6), love (puAciv, xx. 
2); as in the other Gospels we 
find mention of hunger (Matt. 
iv, 2), joy (Luke x. 21), sorrow 
(Mark iii. 5; Matt. xxvi. 38), 
and anger (Mark iii. 5). 

36. EXey. ody of “Iovd. . . .| The 
Jews therefore said .. . From 
vv. 45 f. it appears that some 
had joined the company who 
were not of Mary’s friends, 

epire| amabat v. ; comp. xx. 2. 

37. Ovx édvv. otr....] Many 
have supposed that the words 
are used in irony: as if the 
speakers would draw the con- 


clusion that the former miracle 
must have been unreal, because 
no miracle was wrought when a 
deep personal feeling must have 
suggested it. ‘Tears showed love, 
and showed it to be powerless. 
In favour of this view v. 46 
(But some of them .. .) may be 
quoted. This view is commonly 
held by patristic commentators : 
€.g., ovoe ev Tals aupdopats THs 
movypias Kabvpieray (Chrys.). 
But it is more natural to regard 
the words as spoken in sincerity 
and ignorance. There was a 
superficial contradiction between 
the Lord’s feeling and claim to 
power and His action. And 
it can cause no difficulty that 
the tidings of the Galilean 
raisings from the dead had not 
become current at Jerusalem 
(comp. Luke viii. 56). 

t. tup.| of him that was blind. 
The phrase is a definite allusion 
to the miracle recorded in ch, ix, 
and shows undesignedly the effect 
which it had produced. 

38. ‘Ino. ovv| Jesus therefore, 
as standing in the presence of 
this conflict of grief and doubt, 
and with a clear vision of the 
realities of death. If it be 
supposed that the last words 
were spoken in mockery, then we 
can see a further reason of the 
new struggle. 
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The Jews therefore said, 
87 Behold how he loved him! 


But some of them said, 


Could not this man, which opened the eyes of him 
that was blind, have caused that this man also 
should not die? Jesus therefore again groaning in 
himself cometh to the tomb. Now it was a cave, 


sand a stone lay against it. 


away the stone. Martha, 


The Lord’s emotion at this 
point has less outward mani- 
festation; and Rupert dwells on 
the absence of words correspond- 
ing to the second clause in v, 33. 
He thinks that the first ex- 
pression of indignant anger 
against the powers of evil is 
joined with the thought of the 
Passion through which evil was 
to be overcome, while the second 
points to execution of judgement 
at the second coming. 

nv de omnr. .. .] erat autem 
spelunca...v. ‘The caves used 
as tombs were closed by stone 
doors, and in some cases by stones 
which could be rolled along a 
ledge to the opening into which 
they were fitted: Matt, xxviii. 
2; Luke xxiv. 2; Mark xvi. 3, 4 
(dvaxextAorat). Thus the word 
éeréxeito (lay upon it A.V.) does 
not necessarily describe a_ pit. 
The sense may be better given 
by lay against tt. . 

39. “Ap. t. A.] tollite lapi- 
dem v. Comp. xx. 1, where the 
other Evangelists have rolled 
away or rolled back. 

The Lord might, as Rupert 
says, have opened the tomb by 
an earthquake, but “cum per 
homines lapis ille tolli posset, 
sine causa videretur actum si 
divina’ virtute loco illum pro- 


Jesus saith, Take ye 


the sister of him that was 


pelleret.” And again: “ Decet 
ut in his tantum fortitudinem 
suam utiliter exhibeat in quibus 
operari humana non valet in- 
firmitas,” 

Ney. . . . Map6.| Mary having 
once expressed her last hope 
remains silent. Martha too had 
laid aside all present hope, at 
the Lord’s bidding as she thought 
(vv. 23 ff.), and looked now for 
some future restoration, con- 
nected it may have been with 
the manifestation of Messiah’s 
glory (v, 27). 

# ad. r. tereX.] The close re-: 
lationship is mentioned in order 
to place in a clearer light the 
tender solicitude with which 
Martha shrinks from the dis- 
closure of the ravages of death 
on one nearly bound to her, 

non ole] jam fetet v. The 
words express the natural se- 
quence of death, Under ordi- 
nary circumstances the physical 
change begins at the moment of 
dissolution, But in this case we 
may most naturally suppose that 
the process of corruption was 
arrested by Him who designed 
to restore life. It is not a 
question of greater, or less power 
but of what we feel to be 
“ fitness,” 

It will be observed that the 
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Evangelist gives no support to 
the exaggerated statements of 
later interpreters (e.g., Augustine, 
In Joh. Tract. xlix. 1, “re- 
suscitavit fotentem”) He 
simply records the natural words 
of the sister, who speaks of what 
she believes must be, and not of 
an ascertained fact, 

tetapt. y. tor.| quadriduanus 
enim est v. The full significance 
of the words appears from a 
passage of Bereshith R. (p. 1143), 
quoted by Lightfoot: ‘It is a 
tradition of Ben Kaphra’s: The 
very height of mourning is not 
till the third day. For three 
days the spirit wanders about 
the sepulchre, expecting if it 
may return into the body. But 
when it sees that the form or 
aspect of the face is changed 
[on the fourth day], then it 
hovers no more, but leaves the 
body to itself.” “After three 
days,” it is said elsewhere, ‘‘ the 
countenance is changed.” 

The same belief found a place 
in the Zoroastrian system: Ven- 
didad, Farg. xix. 90 ff. and 
Yasht, xxii. ‘The soul of the 
dead, on the fourth day, finds 
itself in the presence of a maid 
of divine beauty or fiendish ugli- 
ness, according as he himself 
was good or bad, and she leads 
him into heaven or hell: this 
maid is his conscience ” (Darme- 
stetter, Vendiddd, p, 213, n.). 


And it appears to be reflected 
in the opening of the Hecuba : 


viv & imép pytpos pidys 
‘“ExdBys dicow, cop épnpoaas éuov, 
Tpitatov non Péyyos aiwpovpevos. 

Hee, 30 ff. 

40. The Lord directs Martha 
to the deeper meaning of His 
words. He does not simply say, 
Thy brother shall vise again. He 
answers the suggestion of cor- 
ruption by the promise of 
“glory.” The general descrip- 
tion of the victory of faith 
(v. 26) contained necessarily a 
special promise. The fulfilment 
of that promise was a revelation 
of the glory of God (v. 4), for 
which Christ had from the first 
encouraged the sisters to look. 
In this way attention is called to 
the permanent lesson of the sign. 


41—44, The Son’s fellowship 
with the Father. He quickens 
by His word. 


41. ip. ow r. A.|] It was 
enough. No one gainsaid the 
Master’s word. 

np... avw| xvii, 1 (érdpas 
tT. OO, cis Tdv ovp.). 

IIdrep| xii. 27 f.; xvii. 1, 24, 
25; Matt. xi. 25; Luke xxiii, 
34, 46. 

“ Diligenter perpende quod 
palam Patrem dixerit, et hoc 
opus in nomine Patris, id est ad 
confirmandum quod Deus Pater 
suus sit, facere velit” (Rup.). 
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by this time he stinketh: 
Jesus saith to 


her, Said I not to thee, that, if thou believedst, 


«thou shouldest see the glory of God? So they took 


away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and 
said, Father, I thank thee that thou heardest me. 


2 And I knew that thou 


evxapioT. o. Ore HK. p.] The 
prayer had been made before, 
and the answer to the prayer 
had been assured, v. 4. It was 
now the occasion not for suppli- 
cation but for thanksgiving. 
But this thanksgiving was not 
for any uncertain or unexpected 
gift (v. 22). It was rather a 
proclamation of fellowship with 
God. The sympathy in work 
(v. 19) and thought between the 
Father and the Son is always 
perfect and uninterrupted, and 
now it was revealed in action. 
Even in this sorrow the Son 
knew the end (J [éya 5é] on my 
part, whatever may have been 
the misgivings of others, knew 
that...); but that which He 
knew others denied, and by the 
open claim to the co-operation 
of God the Lord made a last 
solemn appeal to the belief of 
His adversaries. 

This passage may help to an 
understanding of the true nature 
of prayer in the case of the Lord, 
as being the conscious realisation 
of the divine will, and not a peti- 
tion for that which is contingent 
(comp, 1 John iii. 22). In the 
case of men prayer approximates 
to this more and more. It is not 
the setting up of the will of self, 
but the apprehension and taking 
to self of the divine will, which 
corresponds with the highest good 


hearest me always: but 


of the individual. 
note. 

Totro cirev ovx ds adtod aduva- 
TOUVTOS GAN ws pias yvouns obeys 

. . TpOs TO yeverOal pov 76 OéAnpra. 
ov d€omat ebyns. GAN Hote reica 
Ort got Kai enol pia BovAnors 
(Chrys.), 

“Non ego gratias quod tuus 
meruerim esse Filius sed quod 
hoc ipsum nescientibus notum 
fieri volueris hominibus ut ipsi 
salvi sint” (Matt. xi. 25) (Rup.). 

For edyapioreiv as used of the 
Lord, see ch. vi. 11,23; Matt. xv. 
36, xxvi. 27; Mark viii. 6, xiv. 
23; Luke xxii. 17, 19. 

noev] scieébam v. The Lord 
goes back to the moment of 
trial. He says, “J knew” even 
then, and not generally “7 know.” 
And the knowledge to which He 
appeals underlies all experience. 
By this He shows Himself “ the 
leader and finisher of faith” (Heb. 
xii. 2). His perfect fellowship 
of will with the Father is never 
interrupted. 

“¢ Semper,’ inquit, ‘audis me,’ 
id est non in tempore vel hora 
sicut participes meos  justos 
homines . . .” (Rup.). 

42. At the close of v. 41 we 
must make a pause. The reflec- 
tion which follows is spoken as a 
self-revelation to the disciples. 

It will be noticed also that the 
Lord uses the phrase “ because of 


Comp. xv. 7, 
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the multitude,” and not “ because 
of the Jews,” which would have 
been the natural phrase of the 
Evangelist, if this had been, as 
some have alleged, a free render- 
ing of the Lord’s words. 

etrov| The thanksgiving for 
the prayer fulfilled was the proof 
of the divine mission of the Son. 
For by thanking God for a work 
not yet seen He gave a crucial 
test of His fellowship with God. 

iva miot.| xvii. 21. Thus the 
Lord seeks to lift the multitude 
into a higher region of life in 
which the Truth will be seen. 
Comp. | Kings xviii. 37. 

43. éxpavy.| clamavit v.; xii. 
13, xviii. 40, xix. 6, 12, 15. 

gov. pey.| with a loud voice of 
intelligible command. The con- 
trast lies in the muttered incan- 
tations of sorcerers. 

“Fremuit, lacrymavit, voce 
magna clamavit. Quam difficile 
surgit, quem moles mal con- 
suetudinis premit” (Aug.). 

Aal, detpo &w| L. vent foras v.; 
Lazarus, come forth; comp, xii. 17; 
Luke vii. 14, viii. 54, Death is 
treated as sleep (v. 11, v. 25, 28). 
So the Lord “ calleth” even the 
dead “by name” (ch. x. 3). If 
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we may endeavour to represent 
the divine action, it appears that 
the quickening lies in the per- 
sonal address (Lazarus). Then 
follows the command to use the 
new-given life (hither, forth). 

44. ééyr0.] et statim prodiit v. 
The omission of the conjunction 
by the best ancient authorities 
increases the solemn emphasis of 
the statement (dedpo efu, eén bev 

“* Hither, forth.” ‘‘ Forth 
came ...”). Comp. v. 25f, 

It is unnecessary to speculate 
how Lazarus so bound came 
forth. The limbs may have been 
swathed separately, as was the 
Egyptian custom, 

Ketpiaus| institis v.; bands, nar- 
row strips of linen such as those 
in which mummies are swathed. 
Comp. xix. 40 (é6ovios). 

ys] facies v.; Rev. i. 16T. 

covdapiy| xx. 7. The trait 
marks an eye-witness. 

Aigare... trayev}] Even in 
the most overwhelming manifes- 
tation of divine power something 
was left for men to do; just as 
before the command was given to 
“remove the stone.” The simple 
command, made necessary by the 
awe of the bystanders, corre- 
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because of the multitude which standeth around I 
said it, that they may believe that thou didst send 
ssme. And when he had thus spoken, he cried with 
41a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. He that was 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes'; and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. Jesus saith to them, Loose him, and let 
shim go. Many therefore of the Jews, even they that 
came to Mary and beheld that which he did, believed 
But some of them went away to the 


1 or bands. 


44on him. 


sponds with the Lord’s action in 
the parallel records, Luke vii. 15 
(he gave him to his mother) ; viii. 
5D (he commanded that something 
be given her to eat). The narra- 
tive leaves the sequel untold. 


(4) The Immediate Results of the 
Miracle (45—57) 

The miracle was a decisive test 
of faith and unbelief in those who 
witnessed it (45, 46). The Jews 
and the Lord prepare themselves 
for the end. ‘The Council, acting 
now under the influence of the 
Sadducean hierarchy, decide on 
the death of Christ (47—53); 
and Christ withdraws from ‘the 
Jews” and waits “with His dis- 
ciples” in retirement for the feast 
time, while men anxiously look 
for His appearance (54—57). 

45 f. Men judge of the sign 
according to their nature. 

45, IloAX. ov . . .| Many 
therefore of the Jews, even they 
that came... and beheld, ‘The 
Jews,” as a general term here 
(comp. v. 37), seems to include 
others in addition to the friends 

of Mary. Curiosity may readily 
have led some to join the 


company on their way to the 
grave. 

deao.| ch. i. 14; 1 John i. 1. 
Contrast idovres ch. vi. 14, 26. 

apos t. M.| The phrase is differ- 
ent from that in v. 19 (to Martha 
and Mary), in order to refer ex- 
actly to the circumstances of v. 31. 

6 éa.| that which he did. The 
singular, which has the best 
ancient authority, as compared 
with & (v. 46), marks the con- 
centration of thought upon the 
crowning work. 

46 ries 8. e& ad.| some of “ the 
Jews,” that is, and not of ‘the 
Jews who had come to Mary.” 

éarnOov mp. tr. Pap.| went away 
to the Pharisees. Comp. v. 15, ix. 
13. It is not possible to deter- 
mine their motive. It may have 
been simple perplexity. There is 
no trace of malevolence (unless it 
be found in v, 37), while there is, 
on the other hand, no trace of 
faith. Want of sympathy made 
the messengers the occasion of 
the final catastrophe. Comp. 
v. 1D. 

Thus it came to pass that the 
words in Luke xvi. 30 f., found a 
first accomplishment. 
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47—538. The decision of the 
Sanhedrin. 

47. Xuvyy. ovv ot apx.| The 
chief priests therefore, inasmuch 
as it was evident that this last 
work could not but create a 
popular crisis at the coming 
feast. 

The “chief priests ”—the hier- 
archical Sadducean party—take 
the lead. Comp. vu. 32 (true 
reading). So it is throughout : 
x Of, xt LO xvid soy RIX: 
6, 15, 21. In the whole record 
after this chapter the Pharisees 
are mentioned only twice (xii. 19, 
42), and then in a very different 
aspect. 

The same fact appears also 
in the Synoptic narratives. The 
only mention of ‘the Pharisees ” 
in the history of the Passion is 
Matt. xxvii. 62 (the chief priests 
and Pharisees, i.e. the Sanhedrin), 
while “the chief priests” take 
the place of the deadly enemies 
of Christ (Matt. xxvi. 3, 14, etc.). 

So also in the Acts the Phari- 
sees never stand out as the lead- 
ing enemies of the Christians. 
On the contrary, in the two 
scenes where they appear they 
are represented as inclined to 
favour them: v. 34, xxiii. 6 ff, 
The priests and the Sadducees— 
who belonged to the same party 
—take up the opposition: iv. 1, 
v, 17, xxii. 30, xxiii. 14, xxv. 2, 


Saul, himself a Pharisee, was 
their emissary (ix. 21, xxvi. 10). 

avvedptov| concilium v.; & coun- 
cil, that is, ‘a meeting of the 
Council.” The word occurs here 
only without the article (Matt. 
x. 17 is different). 

Ti rovodpev| Quid facimus ? v. ; 
What do we? Notsimply “ What 
must we do?” (ch. vi. 28 ri 
to.opev ;) or ‘* What shall we 
do?” (Acts iv. 16, ré roujooper ;) 
as if there were room for quiet 
deliberation; but, What are 
we doing? What course are we 
taking? Comp. Heb. xi. 32. 
The crisis for action is present 
and urgent. There is no ques- 
tion of considering Christ’s claims, 
even when His works are acknow- 
ledged. The matter is regarded 
only as it affects themselves. 

ovtos| hic homo v.; said con- 
temptuously : ch, ix. 16. 

The raising of the dead was 
supposed to be the means by 
which Messiah would bring the 
nations to the true God. He 
was to receive “the key” of 
the resurrection (Sanhd. 113 a). 
Ber. R. 73; Weber, p. 352. 

48. civ ddwp.| It is assumed 
that the multitude will place their 
own interpretation upon the 
miracles, and set Jesus at their 
head, and that He will lend 
Himself to their zeal. This 
being so, they argue that the 


47 done. 


4sman doeth many signs. 


19 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, 


_ perdiderunt ” (Aug.). 
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Pharisees, and told them the things which Jesus had 


The chief priests therefore and the Pharisees 


gathered a council, and said, What do we? for this 


If we let him thus alone, all 


men will believe on him: and the Romans will come 
and will take away both our place and our nation. 


Romans will interfere with their 
power because they are unable 
to suppress seditious risings. 

eX.... kal dap. | will come and will 
take away, as something which 
was their possession. They look 
at the hypothetical catastrophe 
from its personal side as affecting 
themselves. The two finite verbs 
(€Acvoovrat kai dpotow), instead of 
the participle and finite verb, give 
distinction to each element in the 
picture. Comp. xv. 16. 

pov Kat Tt... .)] nostrum et 
locum et. ..v.3 both our place and 
our nation, the visible seat of the 
theocracy, the Temple and the 


‘City (comp. Acts vi. 13, xxi. 28 ; 


[ Matt. xxiv. 15]), and our civil 


organisation. 
Their one thought is of them- 
selves (jpav kal rovt....). Thus 


they stand in the position of the 
hireling (ch. x. 12); and still they 
did in fact by their action ‘ de- 
stroy the Temple” (ch. ii. 19, 
note). 

For rézos see 2 Mace. ili. 2; v. 
19; Acts vi..13f., xxi. 28. 

EEBy kal 1) mpoo SoKavriv 
aitav, Kat TO €Ovos Kal tHv wodw 
eLafBov [of Pwpator] éredy avetAov 
atrov (Chrys.). 

“Temporalia perdere timu- 
erunt, et vitam eternam non 
cogitaverunt; ac sic utrumque 


49. cis d€ rus...] (But) one 


being high 


of them, named Caiaphas . 
Comp. xvii. 13, note.; Matt. 
xxvi. 3, note; Acts v. 17. 

apx. dv tT. eviavt. exewv.|] being 
high-priest that year. The phrase 
is added not as though the office 
were annual, but to bring out 
that at this last crisis of the fate 
of the Jews Caiaphas was the 
religious head of the nation. So 
he spoke as their mouthpiece. 
Nothing can be more natural 
than that in the recollection of 
St. John the year of the death 
of Christ—the end and the be- 
ginning—should stand out con- 
spicuously from all history as 
“the year of the Lord.” That 
Caiaphas was high-priest “in 
that year ” (v. 51, xviii. 13; comp. 
Sus. 5) gave its character to his 
pontificate. Comp. ch. xx. 19, 
note; Matt. xxii. 23, 46; Mark 
iv. 35 (éxew. r. yp.) ; Luke xxiv, 3. 

‘Yp. od« oid... .| Ye whodwell 
on these scruples and these fears, 
do not even know the simplest 
rule of statesmanship, that one 
must be sacrificed to many, The 
emphatic pronoun is bitterly con- 
temptuous, The unscrupulous 
Sadducee (Acts v. 17) contrasts 
the timid irresclution of mere 
Pharisees with his own clear 
policy of death (comp. xii. 19), 
"Orrep éxelvor dupeBaddov, Kal ev 
rage Bovis mpoeriVerav ; 
TOVTO OVTOS dvaLaXUVTWS Kal YULAVT) 
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. , > 7 > Ee SY Al > a Ces Wives , 
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‘oO > ny A St a , , > A 
OUV OOUS OUKETL TAPPyTLA TE PLETTATEL €V TOLS 


‘Iovdatous, ada amndOev exeiOev cis THY ydpav® eyyds 


A 5 , > 3 \ , l4 > ~ + 
TS Epymov, els Edpaiu eyopevyv modu, KaKet Epewev 


1 ®pas LX, 


Tm Kepady Kat peta icapdrytos 
dveBonoe (Chrys.). They could 
not even see their own interest ; 
they were dreaming of some kind 
of restraint when they might 
make use of a convenient victim. 
This thought brings out the force 
of the clause which follows : ‘‘nor 
consider that it is expedient for 
you.” 

els dvOpwros| ch. xix. 5; 1 Tim. 
ii. 5 (ch. viii. 40). 

50. 7. Aa. ... 7. eOv.| populo... 
gens v. Aads marks the divine 
relationship: ¢6vos the civil or- 
ganisation. Comp. Acts xxvi. 
17, 23; 1 Pet. ii. 9f. (Luke ii. 
10). Notice 76 yévos: 2 Mace. v. 
22; xii. 31. 

"E@vos is applied to the Jews: 
Luke vii. 5, xxiii, 2 (John xviii. 
35); Acts x. 22, xxiv. 2, 10, 17, 
xxvi. 4, xxviii. 19; and so con- 
stantly in the LXX., e.g., Exod. 
xxxill. 1. This use is wholly 
distinct from ra vn. 

51. Totro d¢ ag’ éavr.. . .| The 
high-priest represented the divine 
headship of the Jews, and it, was 


2 cuveBovrevoavro ALXTA. 


* Insert Zauqpoupely D. 


through him that an inspired 
decision was given on questions 
of doubt: Num. xxvii. 21. The 
true priest is, as Philo says, a 
prophet (De Creat. Princ, 8, 1. 
p- 367). Here, in virtue of his 
office, Caiaphas so utters his own 
thoughts as to pronounce a sen- 
tence of God unconsciously, By 
a mysterious irony he interpreted 
the results of the death of Christ 
truly, though in a way directly 
opposite to that which he appre- 
hended. Something of the irony 
which reaches its climax here 
is found in other parts of the 
Gospel: vil. 41, 42, xix, 21. 

In speaking of the issue of the 
Lord’s death St. John does not 
repeat the word Aads. The Jews 
at this crisis had ceased to be “a 
people.” They were a “ nation” 
only, as one of the nations of the 
world. The elements of the true 
““people” were scattered through- 
out the world, as Jews, and Jews 
of the Dispersion, and Gentiles. 

52. «is &] gather together into 
one, not as locally united, but as 


sand that the whole nation perish not. 


Ver. 50—54] 
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priest that year, said to them, Ye know nothing 
sat all, nor do ye take account that it is expedient 
for you that one man should die for the people, 


Now this he 


said not of himself: but being high priest that year, 
he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation; 
sand not for the nation only, but that he might 
_ also gather together into one the children of God 
ssthat are scattered abroad. So from that day forth 


they 


4 death. 


took counsel that they might put him to 


Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the 
Jews, but departed thence into the country near to 


partaking in a common life and 
relationship through and to Him. 
Comp. x. 16, xvii. 23. 

“Ev cdpa éroince. 0 ev “Paoun 
KaOypevos tovs “Ivdobs péAos etvac 
vopiter Eavtov’ Ti TavTys THS cvva- 
yoyns icov; Kal mavtwov Kepary 
0 Xpiords (Chrys.). 

7a T. tT. 6.| These “scattered 
children of God” were truly 
“children of God,” though they 
had not as yet received the 
full knowledge of their Father. 
Comp. x. 16. The title is not 
given by anticipation, but by a 
revelation of the true essence 
of things. They were the con- 
stituents of the new ‘ people” 
(xii. 32; 1 John ii. 2), even as 
they witnessed to the original 
filial relation of man as man to 


. God. The term scattered abroad 


(filios dei qui erant dispersi v.) 
marks a broken unity and not 
only wide dispersion (Matt. xxvi. 
31; Acts v. 37). Such is the 
state of mankind in relation to its 
divine original. Comp. Isa. xlix. 


6, lvi. 8. With this unconscious 
prophecy of Caiaphas we must 
compare the ‘‘title” of Pilate, 
ch. xix, 21 f. 

58. ¢Bovd.] That which had 
been a desire before (v. 18), now 
became a settled plan. St. John 
marks the growth of the hostility 
step by step: v. 16 ff. (vii. 1), vii. 
32, 45 ff., viii. 59, ix. 22, x. 39. 

54—57. A space of retirement 
and suspense. 

54. ‘O otv "Ino... .] Jesus 
therefore . . . withdrawing Him- 
self from unnecessary perils. 

aapp.| Comp. vii. 4. 

aepet.| vii, 1. 

aryr\O. . . . eis T. xup.| went 
away... unto the country, that 
is, the country as opposed to the 
parts about Jerusalem, as in the 
next verse. 

*Edpain| This place has been 
identified with Ophrah, men- 
tioned with Beth-el in 2 Chron. 
xiii. 19. In this case “the wilder- 
ness” is the wild country N.E. 
of Jerusalem. But it has been 
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! évrokny ADLXT'A. 


suggested to me that it is more 
likely that the Lord returned 
to Perea; and that Ephraim is 
the Ephron of 1 Mace, v. 46; 
2 Mace. xii. 27. Cod. D has éis 
THY XHpav Zappovpety, in regionem 
Sapfurim. 

55. 7. macy. T. ‘Iovd.| ii. 13 
(otherwise in vi. 4). The con- 
trast between the Jewish passover 
and “the Christian passover ” is 
distinctly before the mind of the 
Evangelist (1 Cor. v. 7). 

wa ayvio. é€avt.| Acts xxi. 
24 ff.; ch. xviii. 28. For the 
passover absolute ritual purity 
was required by the general 
though not by a specific law of 
Moses: Levit. vii. 21. Comp. 
Num. ix. 10; 2 Chron, xxx. 17 ff. 
“ Every man,” saith R. Isaac, 
“is bound to purify himself for 
the feast” (Rosh Hashanah xv1. 
2, Lightfoot). The phrase was 
transferred to a spiritual use, 
1 John iii. 3. 

56. e{yr. odv.. .| They sought 
therefore for Jesus .., as remem- 
bering the events of the last 
Feast, x. 22 ff. (comp. vii. 11 ff.), 
and spake one with another as 
they stood in the temple, the 


2 Insert 6 reOvnxws ADTA. 


scene of Christ’s teaching. The 
phrase (€Aeyov per’ aAX.) seems 
to describe the many knots of 
questioners gathered from time 
to time. 

Ti box. tu....;] The words 
appear to be spoken in mere 
curiosity, without love or hatred. 
The form of the sentence (ov py 
€\@y) suggests that the speakers 
are quoting words which had 
been used (‘‘ He certainly will 
not come ”). 

The whole description gives 
the vivid impression of some one 
who had mingled with them. 

57. ded... . evtoAds| Now the 
chief priests had given commands. 
This was known, and hence came 
the anxious questionings of the 
people. The plural (évroAds)seems 
to be on the whole the most pro- 
bable reading. In either case the 
phrase implies that particular 
instructions had been given, and 
not only a general direction. 

iva édy Tis yuo... pnvdon.. .| 
ut si quis cognoverit . . indicet v. ; 
that if any man should learn . . . 
he should give information... 
Both words are significant, For 


pyviw, see Acts xxiii. 30. 
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65 the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there 


he abode with the disciples. 
the Jews was dt hand: 


Now the passover of 


and many went up to 


66 Jerusalem out of the country before the passover, to 


purify themselves. 


They sought therefore for Jesus, 


and spake one with another, as they stood in the 


sstemple, What think ye? 
the feast ? 


That he will not come to 


Now the chief priests and the Pharisees 


had given commands, that, if any man should learn 
where he was, he should give information, that they 


might take him. 
Jesus therefore 


six days 


before the passover 


came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus 


1 or so Jesus. 


2. The close of Christ’s public 


ministry (xii.) 


St. John’s narrative differs 
from that of the Synoptists as to 
the close of the Lord’s ministry, 
as it differs throughout, but in a 
converse manner. Hitherto he 
has recorded a controversy at 
Jerusalem which they omit. At 
the last visit they record a 
controversy which he _ omits. 
The omission follows from the 
structure of his Gospel. He has 
already traced the conflict with 
Judaism in its essential features, 
and he has therefore no need 
to dwell on the final discussions 
which made clear to all what he 
has shown in its successive stages, 
Hence he closes his record of the 
public ministry with three typical 
scenes (xii. 1—36), which mark 
successively the Lord’s relation 
to the disciples (the feast at 
Bethany, 1—11); to the multi- 
tude, the triumphal entry, 12—19, 
and to the larger world outside, 


the petition of the Greeks (20—36a), 
and then he gives two summary 
judgements on the whole issue of 
Christ’s work (37—50). 

In cach of the representative 
scenes the manifestation of the 
Lord’s power is shown to become 
the occasion of fresh hostility on 
the part of His enemies (v. 10 
iva kal Tov A. azokt., v. 19 Oewpeire 
ote ovk ad. ovdev, v. 36 daedOdv 
expvBn). Faith and unbelief to 
the last grow side by side. 

The feast is recorded by St. 
Matthew and St. Luke; the 
triumphal entry by the three 
Synoptists. 

The visit of the Greeks, the 
one incident recorded by St. 
John in the time between the 
entry into Jerusalem and the 
Last Supper, of which day the 
Synoptists have given a full 
account, is not noticed by them. 


(1) The feast at Bethany (1—11) 


This narrative must be com- 
pared with the Synoptic parallels 
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1 Omit Incods XT. 


(Matt. xxvi. 6 ff.; Mark xiv. 
3 ff.), and contrasted with Luke 
vii. 36 ff. The event is trans- 
posed without any definite mark 
of time in the Synoptic narrative, 
in order to bring it into close 
connexion with the treachery of 
Judas which was called out by it. 
In the incident recorded by St. 
Luke the central fact is the 
washing of the Lord’s feet ‘‘ with 
tears.” The sinner and the friend 
were equal in their devotion, yet 
widely separated in the manner 
in which they showed it. 

Cuap. XII. 1, ‘O ovv ‘Tyo.] 
Jesus therefore... or, So Jesus... 
Such being the time (xi. 55) and 
the general circumstances (xi. 
56 f.). The idea is suggested 
that “the hour” was now come 
(viii. 20). 

apo e& yp. ...| That is, appa- 
rently, on the 8th Nisan. If, as 
has been shown to be the case, 
the Crucifixion took place on the 
14th Nisan, and if, which seems 
to be less certain, that day was a 
Friday, the date given by St. 
John falls on the Sabbath, It 
must then be supposed that the 
feast took place in the evening 
after the close of the Sabbath. 
If the Passion fell on Thursday, 
for which strong reasons can be 
adduced (Introd. to Gospels, pp. 
344 ff.), the arrival at Bethany 
took place on Friday. In this 
case the Sabbath was kept a day 
of rest, and followed by the feast. 


2 Omit 70d B. 

On either supposition the entrance 
into Jerusalem was made on the 
Sunday, the next (natural) day. 

St. John appears to mark the 
period as the new Heaxaemeron, a 
solemn period of “ six days,” the 
time of the new Creation. His 
Gospel begins and closes with a 
sacred week (comp. i. 29, 35, 43, 
ii, 1). For the form of the phrase 
comp. ch, xi. 18; Amosi. 1(LXX.) 
apo dvo érav Tod cewpov, and 
many examples in Wetstein. 

HAO. eis ByO.| came to Bethany, 
having joined the Paschal gather- 
ing from Galilee through Perza 
near Jericho: Luke xviii, 35 and 
parallels. This pause at Bethany 
is not mentioned in the Synop- 
tists; but there is nothing sur- 
prising in the omission. St. 
Matthew and St. Mark mention 
that during the days which fol- 
lowed the Lord “went out to 
Bethany” at night (Matt. xxi. 


17; Mark xi, 11. Comp. Luke 
xxi. 37), 
ov Hy. . . . Ino.| There is a 


solemn emphasis in the repetition 
of the Lord’s name. 

2. érou. ovv avr. deur. ex.| They 
(probably the people of the vil- 
lage) made him therefore... 
supper there. The feast was a 
grateful recognition of the work 
done among them (ovv). The 
mention of Lazarus as one of 
those present hardly falls in with 
the idea that he and his sisters 
were the hosts. From Matt. 
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2raised from the dead. They made him therefore 
a supper there: and Martha served; but Lazarus 
swas one of them that sat at meat with him. Mary 
_ therefore took a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 
precious, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 




















-of consecration to 


his feet with her hair: 


xxvi. 6, Mark xiv. 4, it appears 
that the feast was held in the 
house of ‘‘ Simon the leper.” 

This feast at Bethany at the 
close of the Lord’s ministry 
corresponds remarkably with the 
feast at Cana at the commence- 
ment: ‘‘the beginning of signs” 
with the crown of them. That 
feast came at the end of the 
sacred week, this at the opening. 

2,3. Martha and Mary at 
this common feast still fulfil 
their characteristic parts, 

38. 4 otv Map. AaB... .| Mary 
therefore took . .. feeling by a 
divine intuition ‘the full sig- 
nificance of the festival. The 
act of anointing was symbolic 
a divine 
This Mary felt to be 
The name of “the 
woman” is not mentioned in 
the Synoptic narrative. At the 
same time it is significant that 


work, 
imminent, 


St. John does not mention the’ 


anointing of the head, but that 
which showed humbler devotion, 
the anointing of the feet. 

Airpav| litram v.; a pound. 
xix. 39, note, St. Matthew and 
St. Mark say simply, ‘“‘a flask ” 


(dAdBacrpov). The word (Airpa) 
was current among Jewish 
writers. Comp. SBuxtorf, sv. 
nd. 


vépdov moruns| nardi pistici 
v. here and nardi spicati in Bt. 
Mark; of spikenard. The phrase 


is of uncertain meaning. In 


and the house was filled with 


later Greek the epithet (aiotixés) 
is used in the sense of “ trust- 
worthy,” and it may mean here 
* genuine,” “pure”; or it may 
mean ‘liquid ” (zivw). Perhaps 
it is best to suppose that it is a 
local technical term. 

Tt, 700. ... 7. 700.| The repe- 
tition is significant, and so is 
the order in the second clause: 
t. Opigiv air. +. 70d. ait. The 
Synoptists mention only the 
“pouring on the head.” This 
was an ordinary mark of honour: 
Ps, xxiii, 5. Comp. Luke vii. 46. 
The ‘ unloosing of the hair” was 
an act of the most complete self- 
devotion. 

The old commentators saw a 
moral meaning in this act: wddes 
tov Kypiov kai ot eAdxuorror adeA hot 
... ous dAepe TH THS EAenpooiwys 
pipe (Theophylact, after Chrys.). 

9 5. oik.... pvp.] The detail 
is peculiar ‘to St. John, and is 
one of those minute points which 
belong only to a personal im- 
pression at the time. The keen 
sense of the fragrance belongs 
to experience and not to imagi- 
nation. 

A passage quoted from Medr. 
Koheleth, ch. vii. 1, ‘Good oil 
spreads its fragrance from the 
inner chamber to the hall; a 
good name reaches from one end 
of the world to the other,” con- 
nects the words with the words 
in Matt. xxvi. 13. Comp. Ign. 
ad Eph, 17. 
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4. dey. 8& “Tovd. .| But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his aria 
which should betray him saath . 
The purpose is represented as 
already present if hitherto un- 
defined. Now it took shape. 
Judas expressed what others felt 
(ot pabyrat, Matt. xxvi. 8; twes, 
Mark xiv. 4). With him the 
thought answered to an evil 
spirit : with them it was a pass- 
ing suggestion. It is natural 
that St. John should assign to 
the one that which truly belonged 
to him only. 

The parts of Mary and Judas 
in respect to the death of Christ 
are brought into sharp contrast. 
Mary in her devotion uncon- 
sciously provides for the honour 
of the dead. Judas in his selfish- 
ness unconsciously brings about 
the death itself. 

5. tpiax. dnv.]| The same sum 
is mentioned in Mark xiv. 5. 
(So also "Agere airjv v. 7.) 
Comp. Plin. 1. W. xu. 54 (25). 

x. €00.| and given, i.e, the 


price of it. 
atwx.| egenis v. The omission 
of the definite article gives 


emphasis to the character as 
distinguished from the class. 
Comp. Matt, xi. 5; Luke xviii. 22. 

The poor were not forgotten, 


as may be gathered from xiii. 29. 
And Christ Himself was the true 
image of the poor, as the poor 
hereafter were to be of Him. 

6. yAwoodkopov|] loculos v.; 
the box, or chest. The word 
was adopted in Rabbinic. See 
Buxtorf, s.v. xppprb3. Compare 
2 Chron. xxiv. 8, 10 (LXX.). 

éBacr.| portabat v.; took... 
The word ¢Bdorager can from the 
context gain the sense took away : 
ch, xx. 15; and so it appears 
to be used here. If the simple 
meaning, bare, be adopted, the 
force of the addition will be: 
“He was a thief, and from his 
position he could indulge his 
avarice at the expense of the 
disciples.” 

The question has been asked 
why the office, which was itself 
a temptation, was assigned to 
Judas? The answer, so far as 
an answer can be given, seems 
to lie in the nature of things. 
Temptation commonly comes to 
us through that for which we 
are naturally fitted. Judas had 
gifts of management, we may 
suppose, and so also the trial 
which comes through that habit 
of mind. The work gave him 
the opportunity of self-conquest. 

7. "Ades ait... .| sine illamv. 


7 therein. 


VER. 4—7] 


«the odour of the ointment. 
sof his disciples, which should betray him, saith, Why 
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But Judas Iscariot, one 


was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, 


sand given to the poor? 


Now this he said, not 


because he cared for the poor; but because he was 
a thief, and having the box took? what was put 


Jesus therefore 


said, Suffer her to keep 


1 or bare. 


The general sense of the answer 
is clear. This offering was but 
the beginning of the work indi- 
cated by it, and yet in itself most 
significant. The anointing to the 
sacred office was an anointing 
for the tomb. Judas found fault 
with an unfruitful expenditure. 
The words of the Lord show that 
there is that which is unfruitful 
directly, and yet in accordance 
with our instincts. No one 
grudges the gifts of affection to 
the dead ; and this natural sacri- 
fice of love, acknowledged by all, 
Mary had made, though she knew 
not the full import of the act. 
The anointing was in truth the 
first stage in an embalming. 
Death would give the oppor- 
tunity of completing what was 
begun; and that was rightly 
done which would find its fulfil- 
ment in the preparation for the 
burial. 

The words as given in the 
Synoptists (Matt. xxvi. 12; 
Mark xiv. 8) dwell on the pre- 
sent import of the deed. St. 
John recognises this, but points 
also to some further fulfilment 
which should follow. 

iva cis tT. Hy... .| Ut im die 
sepulture mee servet illud v.; 
Suffer her to keep it for the day 
of my preparation for burial. 
The interpretation of these words 
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is difficult. If, as appears at 
first sight from the Synoptic 
parallels, the ointment was 
poured out, in what sense could 
it be said to be kept? Two ex- 
planations have been proposed : 
“ Let her alone: she hath done 
all this, she hath preserved her 
treasure unsold, that she might 
keep it for my preparation for 
burial.” And again: “Suffer 
her to keep it—this was her pur- 
pose, and let it not be disturbed— 
for my preparation for burial.” 
Both explanations seem to fall 
in with the context. The latter 
perhaps with its apparent paradox 
is to be preferred, and the idiom 
by which a speaker throws him- 
self into the past, and regards 
what is done as still a purpose, 
is common to all languages. 
It may, however, be questioned 
whether the Synoptists describe 
the consumption of the whole 
of the large amount of ointment 
mentioned by St. John (xaréyeev, 
Matt. xxvi. 7; Mark xiv. 3). 
Part may have been used for 
this preliminary, unconscious, em- 
balming, and part reserved. 

t. evrap.| of my preparation 
Jor burial, This preparation, the 
Lord implies, was now begun, 
though it was completed after- 
wards (xix.40), Mary had done 
her part. 
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TOUS TTWKOVS yap 


4 
OU TAVTOTE EXETE. 


€otiv, Kat WAOav od dia Tov “Incovv povov adX iva 


N\ \ , 4 a ¥y > lal 
10 KQL TOV Aalapov towaow OV NYELPEV EK VEKPWV. 


€Bov- 


Nevoavto d€ ol apytepets Wa Kat Tov Adlapov aro- 
Xeep p 


, 4 N > 2 oN e A A 3 , 
ukTeivoow, OTL Toddot d¢ avTov vaiyov Tov “lovdalwy 


‘\ SAR > X > A 
KQL €MLOTEVOV ELS TOV Inooup. 


A“ > I e y+ ‘\ ¢ > ‘ > \ e , 
Ty €mavpiov 0 oxdos wodvs 6 eNOav Els THY EopTHY, 


‘wa... Tnphion RBDLQX; rerjpyxey ATA. 


2 Omit 6 ABYD)QX. 


8. wav7. éx.] Comp. Deut. xv. 
1D 

eu. 6. od wavt. éy.] For the 
other side of this truth see Matt. 
xxvill. 20, (xxv. 40). ‘* Habuit 
illum Ecclesia secundum pre- 
sentiam carnis paucis diebus: 
modo fide tenet, oculis non videt.” 
(Aug.) The juxtaposition by 
Christ of Himself and the poor 
is a revelation of His claims. 

It is remarkable that the 
promise of the future record of 
the act of love (Matt. xxvi. 13; 
Mark xiv. 9) is omitted by the 
one Evangelist who gives the 


name of the woman who showed 


this devotion to her Master. 

9. “Eyv. ov 6 6x. wod.] The 
common people (according to the 
most probable reading, in which 
the two words 6. 7. form a com- 
pound noun, as in v. 12) there- 
fore as contrasted here with their 
leaders (v, 10). 

"Eyvo] i.e., came to know: learnt, 
xi. 57. 

ovv| The report of the feast 
was naturally noised abroad. 

ex t. ‘Iovd.| The preposition 
ex marks the class owt of which 
the multitude was formed. 


Comp. vi. 60, xvi. 17, iii. 1, vii. 
48. 

7AO.| came, perhaps on the 
evening of the Sabbath, when 
the feast took place. 

ov Oia, 7.) L GAN (Ota ee 
The Evangelist gives the general 
and the specific purpose. The 
reference to Lazarus is a life-like 
reminiscence of an impression 
gained at the time. Thomas a 
Kempis represents the Lord as 
saying to the disciple in reference 
to this: ‘ Mundandus est ergo 
intentionis oculus ut sit simplex 
et rectus, atque ultra omnia 
varia media ad me dirigendus” 
(De Imit. iii. 33, 2). 

10, oi dpy.| Here, as before, 
the chief priests are prepared 
for decisive measures. The sacri- 
fice of the “one man” (xi. 50) 
soon involved the sacrifice of 
more, 

It is tacitly assumed that the 
Lord’s power could not avail to 
protect. 

“Si aliud vobis videtur mor- 
tuus, aliud occisus : ecce Dominus 
utrumque fecit, et Lazarum mor- 
tuum et seipsum  suscitavit 
occisum.” (Aug.) 
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sit for the day of my preparation for burial. 
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For 


the poor ye have always with you; but me ye have 


The common people therefore of the 


Jews learned that he was there: and they came, not 
_ for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see Lazarus 

10also, whom he had raised from the dead. But the 
chief priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus 


ualso to death; because that by reason of him many 


of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 
On the morrow the common people that had come 
to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming 


11. imjyov| abibant v.; went 
away, withdrew from _ their 
company. 


(2) The triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem (12—19) 


In this incident again St. 
John’s narrative is parallel to 
that of the Synoptists (Matt. 
xxi. 1 ff.; Mark xi. 1 ff.; Luke 
xix, 29 ff.), but more exact in 
details. The Synoptists say no- 
thing of the rest at Bethany ; 
and it appears at first sight as 
if they placed the triumphal 
entry on the same day as the 
journey from Jericho (Matt. xx. 
29 ff. and parallels), And yet 
in each case there is the sign 
of a break: Matt. xxi, 1; Luke 
xix, 29. And the return to 
Bethany noticed by St. Mark 
(xi. 11, comp. Matt. xxi. 17) 
suggests at least that village for 
the starting point. The same 
passage of St. Mark shows that 
the expulsion of the traders took 
place on the next day, So that 
it may be reasonably conjectured 
that the entry did not take place 
till the afternoon, when the Lord 


had time only to regard the 
whole state of things without 
doing any special work. The 
whole narrative must be com- 
pared with Matt. xxi. 1 ff.; 
Mark xi, 1 ff.; Luke xix. 29 ff. 
in order to gain a sense of the 


tumultuous excitement of the 


scene, At last Christ yielded on 
the eve of the Passion to the 
enthusiasm of the people which 
He had restrained before, ch. 
vi. 15; vii. 10. At the same time 
the ideas of triumph and humi- 
liation were strangely blended. 
He came indeed as King and 
Conqueror, yet not with the 
pomp of an earthly monarch. 
fle rides on an ass (comp, Ecclus. 
xxx, 33 [xxxiii, 25]), and his 
retinue are the despised multi- 
tude (vii. 49). 

12, Ty eravp.| The day after 
the feast, according to the natural 
reckoning, 7.¢., on the morning 
of Sunday the 10th Nisan, in 
which the lamb was set apart, 
if the Crucifixion is placed on 


Thursday, 14th Nisan. Comp. 
Josh, iv, 19. 
Oo ox. ToA. Oo €AO. . . .] the 
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1 &xpafov AXTA. 


common people that had come... 
contrasted again with the com- 
mon people of the Jews. These 
were Galileans. 

axove.| when they heard from 
those who returned from Bethany. 

13, 7. Bota +r. ow.| ramos 
palmarum v.; the branches of 
the palm-trees which grew by the 
wayside, Compare 1 Mace. xiii. 
51, the triumphal entry of Simon 

into Jerusalem ; Lev, xxiii. 40. 
In Matt. xxi. 8; Mark xi. 8, 
the language is more general: 
‘‘ branches ” (kAddovs) or “ litter ” 
(o7.Bddas) from the trees, 

‘Rami palmarum laudes sunt 
significantes victoriam quia erat 
Dominus mortem  moriendo 
superaturus” ...(Aug.). Comp. 
Rev. vii. 9. 

expavyatov| Comp. xviii. 40; 
xix, 6, 12, 15. 

‘Qoavva| Hosanna. Ps. exviii. 
(cxvii.) 25 (LXX. cécov 84). The 
Hebrew form is preserved also in 
St. Matthew and St. Mark. This 
Psalm appears to have been 
written as the dedication Psalm 
of the Second Temple; or, ac- 
cording to others, at the laying 


of its foundation-stone. In either 
case the significance of the 
reference is obvious. It has 


Insert \déyovres NADQX. 


also been supposed that this 
Psalm was written for the Feast 
of Tabernacles after the Return 
(Ezra iii. 1 ff.), If this were so the 
use of the palm-branches would 
gain a new force (Lev. xxiii. 40). 
The Psalm at present occupies a 
conspicuous place in the Jewish 
service for the New Moon. 

The words Blessed . .. Lord in 
the Psalm are spoken by the 
Priest and Levites as a welcome 
to the worshippers at the temple. 

eiAoy. .. . tT. ‘Io.| The divine 
mission and the national work 
are set side by side, as in i. 49, 
kalo B. 7. 71. 

ev év. Kvpiov] The accents of 
the original text connect é€v 
évopate with etAoynmévos, as in 
the priestly blessing (Deut. xxi. 
5), and this connexion is sup- 
ported by the language in St. 
Luke (xix. 38), whichever read- 
ing be adopted (evA. o epx., [o| 
Bao. ev dv. Kupiov). 

If the words are so taken 
they give a most significant sense. 
The mass of the people become 
as the priests (Exod. xix, 6), and 
the Lord appears as the repre- 
sentative of the people—of 
humanity—“ He that cometh” 
—before the presence of God, 
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to Jerusalem, took the branches of the palm trees, 
and went forth to meet him, and cried out, Hosanna: 
Blessed zs he that cometh in the name of the Lord, 


even the King of Israel. 


And Jesus, having found a 


young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, 


daughter of Zion: behold, 


Matt. xxi. 9 Mark xi. 9f. 
‘Qoavva ‘Qoavvd, 
T@ vig Aaveld 
ev\oynuevos veoynevos 


0 épxdpevos 0 épxdomevos 


év évéuare Kuptod —év dvduare Kuptou 


evAoynLevn 
nN Epxopwévyn Bact- 
Aela... 
TOU waTpos HUaY 
Aaveld 
aoavvd woavyd 
év Tots UWlorots év Tots vplaras 
Comp. Matt. 
Xxili, 39. 


thy King cometh, sitting 


Luke xix. 38 John xii. 13 
‘Qoavvd 
evAoynuevos evNoynievos 


6 épxdmevos 0 épxdmevos 
[o] Bacidevs 

év 6vdmart Kuptou év évomart Kuplov 
kalo Bacudeds 


T00’lopannr., 


év ovpava eipjvn 


kal déa 


év vWlaras 
Comp. Luke xiii. 35 


Tn each Gospel there is the idea of kingship. 
St. Luke goes back to the Nativity (ii. 14), yet there is a difference. 


14, ctpwv| St. John is silent 
as to the method of “finding ” 
detailed by the Synoptists, but 
the word cipsv is perfectly in 
accordance with their narra- 
tive. Comp. Luke xix. 30 
etpyoere). 
he Comp. Mark xi. 2; 
Luke xix. 30 (7@Aov) ; Matt, xxi. 
2 (dvov . .. Kai w@Aov). 

"Hy d€ Kal tod peddovtos ovp- 
Borov. ro émxabioa adbtov ovy. 
dxdOaprov pev yap rovro [76] Coov 
Tapa TO vopw, TVpPorov oe TOv 
dxabdprov trav eOvav daod, @ émt- 
KdOyra. 5 Oeod Adyos “Inaois. 
(Theophylact.) 

It is possible that some recol- 
lection of the incident led to the 
idea that the Christians (Jews) 


were worshippers of a god under 
the symbol of an ass, 

Tertull. ad Mat. i. 11: “hoc 
forsitan crimini datis quod inter 
cultores omnium tantum asinarii 
sumus,” (See also Apol., 16 ; Tac. 
Hist, iv. 3 f.) 

15. M7 dood . . .] Zech. ix, 
9. Comp. Matt. xxi. 4f. The 
action is a distinct symbol of 
humility, The Lord was separ- 
ated indeed from the crowd, but 
yet in the humblest way. The 
stress must be laid not on the 
literal coincidence, but upon the 
fulfilment of the idea which the 
sign conveyed. 

The textof the LXX, is Xaipe 
apddpa, Ovyarep Suv . . . dod o 
Bacrreds epxerai cou. . . mpais 
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A Y 
@ewpette OTL oOvK 


aedetre ovde" ie 6 Kdopos dTiaw avTov amndOer. 
| ére NABE’GQXTA ; bre DE*L, 


Kal émiBeBynkws ext troliyov Kat 
m@Aov veov: and these words 
(idov . . . ext dvov Kal 7OXov viov 
trofvyiov) are more closely fol- 
lowed by St. Matthew (xxi. 4, 5). 
All the Greek versions give 
éeriBeBnkes, and no variation is 
noted for xaipe opddpa. 

The pur) Pood, which is peculiar 
to St. John, suggests other 
prophetic words. 

Isa. xl. 9 (xliv. 8); Zeph. iii. 16, 

This King was not to exercise 
an oppressive sovereignty, but 
rather to bear an overwhelming 
burden. The misgivings of His 
people were likely to come, as 
Augustine, for example, felt, not 
from His great demands, but 
from His sufferings: ‘* Voli 
timere: Illum agnosce qui a te 
laudatur et noli trepidare cum 
patitur; quia ille sanguis fun- 
ditur per quem tuum delictum 
deleatur et vita reddatur.” The 
triumphal approach itself closed 
with the weeping over the city: 
Luke xix. 41. 

It must also be remembered 
that when the Evangelist wrote 


Jerusalem had fallen. He must 
have thought, therefore, of the 
spiritual Zion, and in reference to 
this he adds the words py dood. 
Even the apostasy of the old 
Israel, whose. representatives 
would have silenced the voice 
of faith (Luke xix. 39), was not 
to shake the confidence of be- 
lievers in their true King. 

16. Tatra] These things... 
the circumstances of the entry, 
the riding on the ass. The 
threefold repetition of the word 
tavra is to be noticed, 

ovk éyvwoayv| Comp. ii. 22, vii. 
39 (Luke xxiv. 25 f.). This 
entry was not apprehended in 
its true bearing till the Ascension 
had shown the spiritual nature 
of the Lord’s sovereignty. The 
Apostles, as Rupert remarks, 
were in this respect like the 
children in the Temple: ‘“ Illi 
tante laudis concentores, secun- 
dum intellectum eius rei quam 
agebant, infantes erant et lac- 
tentes (Matt. xxi. 16), id est, 
hoc ipsum quod exterius presig- 
nabant mysterium nesciebant.” 


ee. 2 





1that he had done this sign. 


Ver. 16—19] 
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on an ass’s colt. These things understood not his 
disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, 
then remembered they that these things were written 
of him, and that they had done these things unto 
The multitude therefore that was with him 
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised 
ishim from the dead, bare witness. For this cause also 
the multitude went and met him, for that they heard 
The Pharisees therefore 
said among themselves, Ye behold how ye prevail 


17 him. 


nothing: lo, the world is gone away after him. 


edogacby| v. 23, note. 

6m... . Tavta éroinoav . . .| 
The Evangelist assumes as known 
the part which the disciples had 
taken, though he has not himself 
spoken of it. 


17. “Eyapripe otv . . .| The 
multitude therefore that was 
with him. . . as stirred by the 


spiritual excitement of this great 
crisis, bare witness. To “ bear 
witness” is used absolutely as 
in xix. 35. The phrase seems to 
imply more than simple attesta- 
tion, and to carry with it some 
interpretation of the fact. 

dre. . . Qhovynoe . . . Kal 
nyepev| when he called. . . and 
raised, .. . The parts of the 
miracle are distinguished just as 
they would be in the impressions 
of a spectator, and the speciality 
brings the scene forward as it 
was now described by those who 
had seen it. 

18. Sa otro... dru... .| Yor 
this reason the nuultitude ... 
because . . . Comp. v. 16, note ; 
22 We 

19. oi otv Pap.| The Pharisees 
therefore, in a kind of irresolute 
despair, said among themselves as 


one body, and no longer part of 
a mixed assembly. ‘Their own 
plans had failed; and only the 
unscrupulous designs of “the 
chief priests” remained. ‘ Signs” 
(v. 18) are a “trial,” a “ tempta- 
tion ” in the significant language 
of Deuteronomy (ADD, Deut. iv. 
34, vii. 19, xxix, 3). St. John 
has intimate knowledge of what 
passed among the “rulers.” 
Comp. vii. 45 ff. Perhaps this 
information came from Nico- 
demus. 

@ewpeire] videtis v.; ye be- 
hold. The words are a natural 
example of the way in which 
men blame the leaders who carry 
out their own counsels. Some 
have strangely supposed that the 
words were spoken by the secret 
friends of the Lord. The verb 
may be imperative (as A.V.), 
but the indicative appears to be 
more likely. 

ide. . .] ecce mundus totus Vv. ; 
lo, the world. . . . The confession 
of the Samaritans (iv. 42) is 
fulfilled by this confession at 
Jerusalem. Wetstein gives Tal- 
mudic examples of the use of 
the phrase. 
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amnrGev| ts gone away. So 
“they lost what they looked 
upon as their own ” (Cyril). 


(3) The petition of the Greeks. 
The heavenly voice. The last 
warning (20—36a) 


This section contains the only 
incident which St. John has re- 
corded from the eventful days 
between the entry into Jeru- 
salem and the evening of the 
Last Supper. The time at which 
it occurred is not given distinctly, 
but from v. 36 it appears to have 
happened at the close of the con- 
flict, after the final sentence on 
the rulers (Matt. xxiii.) and 
before the prophecy of judge- 
ment (Matt. xxiv.). The words 
dreav éxpvBy correspond closely 
with Matt, xxiii. 38, idob adierau 
ipiv o otkos tyov. It forms in- 
deed the conclusion of the history, 
New characters appear on the 
scene at the close of one part of 
the tragedy—as in the master- 
piece of Greek art—and the 
method and extent of the Lord’s 
future sovereignty are plainly 
foreshown (v. 32), 

The narrative consists of three 
parts: the request (20—22); 
the answer, and the voice from 
heaven (23—33) ; the last warn- 
ing (34—36a). 

20—22. These Greeks, at the 
close of the Lord’s Life, bring 


the Gentile world into fellowship 
with Him as the Magi had done 
at the beginning. ‘The tradition 
(Euseb, H. #. 1. 13) of the mis- 
sion of Abgarus of Edessa has 
probably some reference to their 
request. The locality of the scene 
is not fixed. It may reasonably 
be placed in the outer court of 
the temple (v. 29). 

The fact is treated simply in 
relation to its significance in 
respect of the Lord’s work, The 
essence of the fact lay in the 
request of the Greeks, and not in 
any direct and immediate answer 
which they may have received. 
It is enough for us to know that 
on this decisive day Jews and 
Greeks reverently approached 
Christ and prefigured the fulness 
of the Church: “ Kece illi ex 
circumcisione, illi ex preputio, 
velut parietes duo de diverso 
venientes et in unam fidem 
Christi pacis osculo concur- 
rentes: audiamus ergo vocem 
lapidis angularis” (Aug.). 

20. "Hoay de°EAAnves twes . . «| 
Now .. . certain Greeks, ap- 
parently proselytes of the gate ; 
not Greek-speaking Jews (‘EAAn- 
viotat), nor yet simply heathen, 
seeing that they “came up” to 
the feast (comp. 1 Kings viii. 
41 ff.), though the whole burnt- 
offerings of Gentiles were ac- 
cepted. See Lightfoot ad loc, 
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2 Now there were certain Greeks among those that 
a1 went up to worship at the feast: these therefore 
came to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, 
and asked him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 
Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: Andrew cometh, 
and Philip, and they tell Jesus. And Jesus answereth 


bo 
bo 


2 


[o°) 


Comp. ch. vii. 35; Acts xvii. 4 épx. “A. x. ® . . .] Andrew 
(iy 27, x. 1), cometh, and Philip, and they tell 
ex tov dvaB.] from among those Jesus. Andrew takes the first 
that went up. The Evangelist place. Comp. i. 41 ff. The 
places himself outside the Holy change from the singular to the 
City (ii. 13, v. 1, xi. 55), For plural seems to mark the manner 
ex see v. 9. in which they gain courage to- 
21. irr] Philip’s Greek gether to bear the request to 
name (like Andrew’s) may indi- their Master. 
cate a foreign connexion. There 23—36a. The answer involves 
was a considerable Greek popula- far more than the mere admis- 
tion in Decapolis; and the men- sion of the Greeks to the Lord’s 
tion of Philip's place of abode Presence. The extension of the 
suggests some local reason for Gospel to the world rests on the 
applying to him. Death of Christ, on His rejection 
Kvpue] Str, The glory of the by His own people. This is on all 
Master gives honour to the sides a mystery, partly intelligible 
disciple. by what we see (23—26), yet, like 
Oc. t. ‘Ino. id.] They use the a divine voice, only intelligible 
human name and not the name to those who receive it with 
of the office: the Christ. With sympathy (27—33), while the 
them we may suppose that the time of trial is short (34—36a). 
Messianic hope passed into the 23. 0 dé “Ino. dzrox. air.] Jesus 
larger hope of the “Saviour of answereth them, that is, the dis- 
the world” (iv. 42), so far as it ciples. It may have been that 
assumed any definiteness, the Greeks followed the disciples, 
ideiv] Come into the presence so that the Lord in their hearing, 
of and then lay our thoughts and in the hearing of the multi- 
before Him. It was not enough tude, unfolded the deepest signifi- 
to see Him afar off and in His cance of their request in relation 
public teaching. to the consummation of His own 
22. dey. 7. Avdp.| He is un- work. It is not easy to suppose 
willing without further counsel either that the interview with 
to grant or to refuse the strange the Greeks preceded v, 23, or 
request to bring Gentiles to the that the interview was refused, 
Lord. Comp. Matt. xv, 24. or that it followed after this 
‘Avépéa] Andrew and Philip scene, But on this point the de- 
_ appear in connexion again, i. 44, cision must be left to the reader’s 
w17, 8, Comp. Mark iii, 18, feelings. On the other hand St. 
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0 prov THY Wyn avTod atohhveL” adTHV, Kal 6 pLoaov 
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Ng DENS SNe SN Nee , CoS aN ¥ 
KL O7FOU ELLE eyw E€KEL KAL O OuaKoVvos O €f@OS €OTAL’ 


! arexplvaro ADTA. 


John has preserved just so much 
of what was said in reply to their 
request as gives the permanent 
interpretation of the incident, 
and no more, 

"EAA. 7) op.| The inquiry of the 
Greeks heralded the proclamation 
of the Gospel to the Gentiles, into 
whose hands the kingdom of God 
was about to pass. For this the 
Passion and the Resurrection 
were the necessary conditions. 
Compare x. 15 ff. 

% Opa] xiii, 1, note. 

iva 0, 6 vi. t. avO.| The sen- 
tence stands in contrast with xi. 
4 (iva d0€ac64 6 vids tod Geod). 
There the central idea is that of 
the Son as the representative of 
the Father in power: here that 
of the Son as the representative 
of humanity. This issue was 
part of the divine counsel (iva). 
Comp. xiii. 1, xvi. 2, note, 32. 

dofac67| The glory of the Son 
of man lay in the bringing to 
Himself of all men (v. 32) by the 
Cross, and rising through death 
above death (comp. v. 32, note), 
and so fulfilling the destiny of 
man (comp. Isa. liii. 10; Heb. ii. 
9f. ; ch. xvii. 5). In this victory 
over death by death there is the 
complete antithesis to the Greek 
view of life, in which death was 


2 amodNier NBL 33; dortdoan ADX. 


hidden. Comp, v. 16, vii. 39, 
xiii. 31, note, xvi. 1, note, ii, 11. 
2427. The fact which has 
been announced in v. 23 (iva 
SofacO7) is illustrated in three 
successive stages. It is shown 
that fuller life comes through 
death, glory through sacrifice, 
first by an example from nature 
(v. 24), then in the experience of 
discipleship (v. 25f.), and lastly 
in relation to the Lord’s own 
work: He came that He might 
lay down His life in order to take 
it again (v. 27. Comp. x. 17). 
24. ap. du....)] The law of 
higher life through death is shown 
in the simplest analogy. Every 
nobler form of being presupposes 
the loss of that which precedes. 
6 Koxkos... .| the grain..., that 
element which has in it the prin- 
ciple of the new growth. Comp. 
1 Cor. xv. 36f. For the article, 
comp. ch. xvi. 21 ; Luke xxii. 31. 
mea. cis tT. yyv| fall into the 
ground, separated, that is, from 
all in which it had lived before 
and passing into the unknown 
gloom. Both thoughts are neces- 
sary, the thought of the burial, 
so to speak, and of the death 
(arofavy). The same act is on 
one side a sowing and on the 
other a falling. 
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them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man 


«should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 


Except the grain of wheat fall into the earth and 
die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth 


2 much fruit. He that loveth his life! loseth 2 it; and 


he that hateth his life! in this world shall keep it 


1 or soul. 


Ignatius uses the image dif- 
ferently, Xirds cius Oeod, Kat ov 
ddovrwy Onpiwy édAnOopo1, iva Kaba- 
pos apros ebpeO3 rod Xpiorod (ad 


Rom. 4). 


** Deponit opus operator 
In almis terre gremiis ; 
Fovendum semen seminator 
Telluris dat sacrariis, 
Spe fisus germen oriturum 
Sub celitum auspiciis. 
Nos semen damus carius 
Lugentes terre fotibus, 
Sperantes fore ut ex morte 
Cum meliore surgat sorte.” 


[Translation of Schiller’s Song 
of the Bellin cloister of Cathedral, 
Lucerne, overlooking the lake. | 

airos povos pev.] In this sense 
isolation is truly death. Comp. 
vi. 51, note. 

25. The general truth of v, 24 
is presented in its final antithesis 
in relation to human life. Sacri- 
fice, self-surrender, death, is the 
condition of the highest life: 
selfishness is the destruction of 
life. The language is closely 
parallel to words recorded b 
the Synoptists: Matt. x. 38 f. ; 
Luke xvii, 33. 

o pir. tr. Woy.| gui amat ani- 
mam suamv. The word wvyy, 


_ rendered “life” or “soul,” is 


comprehensive, and _ describes 
that which in each case ex- 





If any man serve me, let him 


2 or destroyeth. 


presses the fulness of man’s con- 
tinuous being. He who seeks to 
gather round himself that which is 
perishable, so far perishes with it : 
he who divests himself of all that 
is of this world only, so far pre- 
pares himself for the higher life. 
For du\Gv, see xv. 19. Comp. Matt. 
x. 37; and contrast Matt. v. 44. 
aoddver| perdet v. ; loseth it, or 
perhaps, destroyeth it. The selfish 
man works his own destruction. 
Comp. Matt, x. 39, xvi. 25; Mark 
vill, 35; Luke ix. 24, xvii. 33. 
Kal o pucdv...] et qui odit... 
v.; and he that hateth his life, so 
far as it is bound up with that 
which is outward and transitory, 
“This world” is opposed to the 
kingdom of Christ. It is assumed 
that “the soul” and God, the 
personal claims of the individual 
as he is in isolated being, and the 
claims of perfect self-devotion, 
come into conflict. A side there- 
fore must be taken. Indifference 
is impossible, Compare 1 John 
ii. 9, note (Matt. vi. 24; Luke 
xiv. 26, xvi. 13; Rom. ix. 13). 
26. av uot ris Sax... .] The 
truth expressed in wv, 24, 25 is 
applied specially to the claims of 
discipleship, Service is progres- 
sive (comp, xxi. 19 ff.), and the 
effort of “ following” does not 
fail of its issue. Even now the 
disciple is with his Master (Col. 
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iii. 3; comp. xiv. 3, xvii. 24). 
The form of the sentence is made 


most expressive by the placing. 


éuot at the head of each clause, 
“Tf J am the object of service, 
then J must be the law of action.” 

akoX.| Comp. xxi. 19 ff., xiii. 
33, 36, vill.) 125, Rev. xiv.) 4 
Contrast the force of dxodovbeirw 
with Luke xxii. 10 dxodAovOyoare. 
The ministry of Christ is not the 
monotonous mechanical repeti- 
tion of definite acts, but a grow- 
ing service of life, ‘“ Ubi bene erit 
sine illo? aut quando esse male 
poterit cum illo?” (Aug. ad loc.). 

6 duak. . 0 éuos| The word 
is found, in this spiritual sense 
elsewhere only in St. Paul (in 
each group). Contrast xv. 15. 

For the form o dak. 0 Ends, see 
xv. 9, note, 

4 Quem majorem honorem 
accipere potest adoptatus quam 
ut sit ubi est Unicus, non 
equalis factus divinitati sed 
consociatus sternitati” (Aug.). 

éav tis...07ar.| There isa 
significant change of order in this 
clause. The emphasis lies on any 
one, Jew or Greek, and not on me 
as before. He who honours is 
not described as ‘my Father,” 
but as “the Father,” the Father 
of the Son and of the believer. 
Comp. Additional Note on iv. 21. 

“Quis autem mihi ministrat, 
nisi qui meum in fronte vexillum, 
qui meum in ore suo verbum 
portat, qui mea manibus et ore 
conficit vel tractat sacramenta ” 
(Rup.). 
27. That which is true of the 
believer is true also of Christ. 


GAAa Ova ToUTO HAOov eis THY 


He gains His glory through 
suffering (Phil. ii. 9; Heb. ii. 9); 
and so He turns now from the 
general law to its personal appli- 
cation to Himself, 

It will be noticed that in the 
life of the Lord we constantly 
find transitions from joy to 
sorrow (comp, Luke xix. 38 ff., 
41 ff.) ; and conversely (Matt. 
xi. 20 ff., 25 ff.). 

 Wrxyyn p.| my soul, in which 
was gathered up the fulness of 
present human life (v, 25, note). 
Comp. x. 11 ff.; Matt. xx. 28, 
xxvi. 88; Mark x. 45, xiv. 34; 
Acts i. 27. With this “the 
spirit ” is contrasted, xi. 33, note. 
The “soul” (poxy, Vulg. anima) 
is the seat of the human affec- 
tions: the “spirit”. (zvedua, 
Vulg. spiritus) is the seat of the 
religious affections, by which man 
holds converse with God. 

tetdpaxtat| turbata est v. The 
shock has come already, but the 
effects continue (comp. xi. 33, 
note). ‘‘Nos in se transtulit, 
nos in se suscepit caput nostrum, 
membrorum suorum — suscepit 
affectum” (Aug.). The presence 
and the petition of the Greeks 
foreshadowed the judgement on 
the ancient people, and brought 
forward the means by which it 
would be accomplished. The 
prospect of this catastrophe was 
perhaps the crisis of the Lord’s 
present conflict. 

The words are an echo of the 
rit pe of the Psalmist : Ps. vi. 

4, ) Wuxn pov erapdxOn opddpa, 
xlii. (xl) 7, mpos epavtrov 7% Wuxy 
prov areipdeelins 
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follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 
servant be: if any man serve me, him will the 


27 Hather honour. 
must I say? 


“Quid est hoc? quomodo 
sequi jubes animam meam, si 
turbari video animamtuam?.. . 
Videor mihi audire . . . Domi- 
num dicentem : magis 
sequeris quia sic me interpono 
ut sufferas: audisti ad te vocem 
fortitudinis mex, audi in me 
vocem infirmitatis tux : 
transfero in me quod trepidas, 
et substerno qua _ transeas” 
(Aug.). 

“Iva 41) Aeywow Gti Adros e£w 
Tov ddivwy dv Tov avOpwrivev eb- 
Kodws epi Oavarov dirocode Kat 


ares 2¢ > ju ve 
HpLwW =E—EC AkKLYVOUVOU TOpPQalvel . . . 


(Chrys. ). 

ti «irw;| The conflict, as at 
the Temptation, is a real cone. 
The thought of a possible de- 
liverance is present though not 
admitted, 

wat. ... 7. wp, tavt.| These 
words have been interpreted in 
two very different modes, Some 
have taken them as part of the 
interrogation : “ Shall I say, save 
me from this hour?” and others 
have taken them as a real 
prayer. Against the former in- 
terpretation it may be urged 
that it does not fall in with 
the parallel clause which follows : 
Father, glorify thy name; nor 
with the intensity of the passage ; 
nor yet with the kindred pas- 
sages in the Synoptists (Matt. 
xxvi. 39 and parallels). 

If then the words be taken as 
a prayer for deliverance it is 
important to notice the exact 
form in which it is expressed. 


Father, save me out of this hour. 


Now is my soul troubled; and what 


But 


The petition is for deliverance 
out of (cdaov ex, Vulg. salvifica 
me ex hora hac, cf. Rev. iii. 10) 
and not for deliverance from 
(azé) the crisis of trial. So that 
the sense appears ‘to be “ bring 
me safely out of the conflict ” 
(Heb. v. 7), and not simply 
“keep me from entering into 
it.” At the same time such a 
prayer includes the thought of 
the possible mitigation of the 
trial, Thus the words are the 
true answer to the preceding 
question, ‘In whatever way it 
may be Thy will to try me, save 
me out of the deep of aftliction.” 
There is complete trust even in 
the depth of sorrow. Comp. 
Matt. dc. 

If this sense be adopted the 
adversative particle which fol- 
lows (dAAa . . .) has the meaning : 
“Nay, this I need not say: the 
end is known. I came to bear 
the uttermost, the issues of man’s 
sin, and I leave all in Thy 
hand.” The petition might seem 
to imply uncertainty, but here 
there was none, If, on the 
other hand, the words are taken 
as a prayer for deliverance from 
the conflict, or interrogatively, 
the but is a simple corrective: 
“ Nay, this I cannot say, for I 
came to sustain it.” 

dua toro] Christ came that He 
might suffer, that He might 
enter into the last conflict 
with sin and death, and being 
saved out of it win a triumph 
over death by dying. If the 
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dogdow. 
Bpovrnv yeyovevar' 
Ankev. 

1 dv vidy LX. 1. 33. 


failure of Israel was a chief 
element in the Lord’s sorrow, 
this was a step towards the 
universal work which He came 
to accomplish (Rom. xi. 11). 
Some have supposed that the 
words are anticipatory of the 
prayer which follows: “I came 
that Thy name might be glori- 
fied.” This thought, however, 
is more naturally included in 
the former interpretation, The 
name of the Father was glorified 
by the Son’s absolute self-sacrifice. 

28. marep, ddgacov.. .| Lather, 
glorify thy name, reveal to men, 
and here to Greeks as the repre- 
sentatives of the heathen world, 
in all its majesty the fulness of 
this Thy title shown in the 
Son. How this should be is not 
expressed, but the reference is 
clearly to the thought of v. 32. 
The voice is the assurance and 
not the actual fulfilment, 

For 76 évoya a considerable 
group of authorities (LX. 1. 33, 
and some other cursives, g. mm. 
Syr. Hl. mg. mem., Ath.), read 
TOV VLOV, 

Aeth. combines the two read- 
ings. Cyril Al. knew both 
readings, 

D. reads 70 dvopa €v TH ddgy 
7 elyov Tapa aot po TOU TOV 
Kéopov yeverGar (comp. xvii. 5). 

A passage in Tertullian ex- 
plains the origin of the gloss: 
‘Pater glorifica nomen tuum in 
quo erat [et] filius. go, inquit, 
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nroev 


Kai éd0€aca Kal madi 


eheyev 
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venti in patris mei nomine” (adv. 
Prax, 23). 

nrAGev ovv . There came 
therefore . . . The expression of 
the prayer carried with it the 
appropriate pledge of fulfilment. 
In connexion with this use of 
nrAGev note the use of eyévero in 
Mark i. 11 (2); ix. 7; Luke ix. 
35 (comp. Luke iii. 22); Acts 
vii. 31; x. 13. No verb is used 
in Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5. 

wv. ek T. ovp.| & voice out of 
heaven. The utterance was real 
and objective, that is, it was not 
a mere thunder-clap interpreted 
in this sense; yet, like all 
spiritual things, this voice re- 
quired preparedness in the organ 
to which it was addressed. 

Tovattn eotiv 7) cia pwvi) aKkov- 
omen povors éxelvots ots Bovderat 
dkovew 5 A€ywy. ovdérw be A€yw 
OTL Ov TavTws eoTiV ap weTAny- 
pévos, 7) Anyi) dépos H) ore ore 
Aéyerau ev TOUS mept duvns 7 ava- 
ypaopevyn poy TOU Oeod, Sudmrep 
TH Kpelrrove Tis aio Onrijs dxors Kat 
Gevorépa GKOVETAL. Kal érav Bov- 
Anoat 6 éywv py waow eEdKovoTov 
elvat TH é€avTod dwviy 6 pev Exwv 
Ta Kpeitrova Gta akover Geod 6 de 
Kexwpwmevos THY THS Wuxns a&Konyv 
dvaicOnret éyovros Geot. (Orig. 
c, Cels. ii. 72.) ° 

Thus in the Bath Kol the 
divine message was not the 
physical sound in itself but the 
offspring of it. Wiinsche on 
Mark i, 11 quotes an interesting 
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esfor this cause came I unto this hour, Father, glorify 
thy name. There came therefore a voice out of 
heaven, saying, I both glorified it, and will glorify it 
s9again. The multitude therefore, that stood by, and 
heard it, said that it had thundered: others said, 
s0An angel hath spoken to him. Jesus answered and 








tradition of divine voices which 
witnessed to the worth of Hillel, 
and again of Samuel the Little 
(Sanhed. lla), Comp. Matt. iii. 
17; xvii. 5, Smith, A Prophecy, 
ch. x. (pp. 268 f.). 

K. éd0€. x. max. do€.] L both 
glorified it, that is, My name as 
Father, in past time, and will 
glorify it again. The reference 
is to historic facts in the life of 
Christ, as, for example, to the 
signs which He wrought as signs 
of the Father (comp. v. 23, xi. 
40); or perhaps more especially 
to the great crises in His 
ministry, the Baptism (Matt iii, 
17) and the Transfiguration 
(Matt. xvii. 5), in which His 
Sonship, and so the Father's 
character, was revealed, This 
glorification during the limited, 
earthly ministry to Israel was 
followed bya glorification answer- 
ing to the proclamation of the 
universal Gospel to the world, 
which was not a mere repetition 
but a corresponding manifesta- 
tion of the Father’s glory. 

Rupert sees the repeated glori- 
fication in the work of redemption 
answering tothe work of creation: 
“Tterata  clarificatione  Filii, 
ad quem relative dicitur Pater, 
clarificatur hoc ipsum nomen 
quod est Pater, dum per quem 
omnia fecit clarissimo creationis 
Opere per ipsum omnia restauret 
clarissima per sanguinem ejus 
restauratione.” 


29. 6 dy. 6 éor.| The mul- 
titude . . . that stood by, iii. 
29; Matt. xxvi. 73. They were 
probably in the outer court of 
the temple, 

k. dxovo.| and heard. The 
object is left purposely undefined. 
For the mass the voice was mere 
sound. The apprehension of a 
divine voice depends upon man’s 
capacity for hearing. This is 
seen specially in the narrative 
of St. Paul’s conversion: Acts ix. 
7, xxi 9, xxvi. 13 f. Comp. 
Acts ii, 6, 12 f, 

Bpovr. yey... . Nedar.| that it 
had thundered... An angel hath 
spoken to him. These last few, 
it seems, out of many (6 dxAos, 
d\Aor) felt that the utterance 
was articulate though they could 
not hear the words, and that its 
message remained with Him to 
whom it had been addressed. 
They waited therefore for some 
further disclosure. 

BO.) dares) )\s' 0) Ino.] Jesus 
answered the questionings which 
were rising in the hearts of the 
people and of the disciples, while 
yet He meets them only by 
pointing to the significance of 
the voice for those who received 
it. It was not indeed, as they 
thought, for Himself (AeA. aird). 

Ov dv gue... yey... be iu] 
This voice hath not come for my 
sake, but for your sakes, Comp. 
xi, 42, It came to test their 
faith and to strengthen it ; and 
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at the same time to make clear the 
importance of the crisis revealed 
by the Gentile request. The order 
is emphatic: “It is not for my 
sake this voice hath come. .. .” 

The term yéyovey (not éyevero) 
answering to AeAdAnkev, marks 
the testimony of the voice as a 
present fact. Comp. xiv. 22; 
Matt. i. 22; xxv. 6, 

31. viv Kp. éor. tT. Koo. Tour. | 
Now is a judgement of this world, 
one of many if a most solemn 
one. The Passion was the 
judgement of the world (Luke ii. 
34 f.), which showed both men’s 
thoughts towards Christ, and 
the true position of the world 
towards God. Jew and Gentile 
are alike included in the sen- 
tence ; but probably the thought 
is most clearly expressed in the 
condemnation of the Greek 
idolatry of beauty and pleasure. 

viv... viv] The balanced form 
of the sentence answers to solemn 
emotion. The process of judge- 
ment is immediate (écriv) : the re- 
sult is yet future (éxBAnOycerar). 

6 dpx. T. K. T.| Comp. xiv. 30, 
xvi. 11; (Eph. i. 2, vi. 12; 2 
Cor. iv. 4). The title is common 
in Jewish writers (obwn Wy). 
Comp. Ign. ad Eph. af 19 ; Magn. 
1; Trail. 4; Rom. : Philad. 6. 
Accor ding to a sanaeea tra- 
dition quoted by Lightfoot (ad 
loc.) God gave the whole world 
except Israel into the power of 
the angel of death (comp. Heb. 
ii. 14). Under this image “ the 


prince of the world” stands in 
absolute contrast to the ‘‘ author 
of life” (Acts iii. 15). It should, 
however, be added that the angel 
of death was in no way connected 
with Satan. 

exBAnO.| ejicietur foras v.; 
from the region of his present 
sway. Comp. 1 John v. 19; 
(Luke x. 18), 

‘‘Unde missus est? numquid 
extra coelum et terram ? numquid 
extra fabricam mundi? Sed 
extra corda credentium. Foras 
misso invasore habitat redemptor ; 
quia ipse redemit qui creavit.” 
(Aug. Jn 1 Joh. Tract. iv. § 1). 

32. kayo ...] Christ Himself 
and not His teaching is the seed. 
The opposition to the prince of 
this world is made as sharp as 
possible (kay dy %.). The phrase 
by which the Lord indicates His 
death (i~oGd, iii, 14, viii. 28 ; 
compare Acts ii. 33, v. 31) is 
characteristic of the view under 
which St. John represents the 
Passion. He does not ever, like 
St. Paul, (¢eg., Phil. ii. 8, 9), 
separate it as a crisis of humilia- 
tion from the glory which fol- 
lowed. The ‘‘ lifting up” includes 
death and the victory over death. 
In this aspect the crisis of the 
Passion itself is regarded as a 
glorification (xiii. 31); and St. 
John sees the Lord’s triumph in 
this rather than in the Return. 
Comp. 1 John v. 4—6. 

ex THs y7ns| The phrase expresses 
not only ‘above the earth,” but 
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said, This voice hath not come for my sake, but for 


41 your sakes, 


Now is a judgement of this world: now 
sshall the ruler of this world be cast out. 


And I, 


if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all men 
x unto myself. But this he said, signifying by what 


“out of the earth,” as taken 
from the sphere of earthly action. 
Thus there appears to be a 
referenee to the Resurrection, 
and not only to the Crucifixion. 
At the same time it is clear 
from iii. 14f, that it is by the 
elevation on the Cross that Christ 
is offered as the Saviour to the 
vision of believers. 

wavras| The phrase must not 
be limited in any way. It can- 
not mean merely “Gentiles as 
well as Jews,” rovréori Kal: Tovs 
e€ e6vav, Chrys., or “the elect,” 
or “all who believe.” We must 
receive it as it stands: Rom. v. 
18, (viii. 32); 2 Cor. v.15; (Eph. 
iv) ,41 Lim. ii, 6; Heb. ii. 9; 
1 John ii. 2. The remarkable 
reading “all things” (zavra, D, 
mem. theb. Vulg. omnia) points 
to a still wider application of 
Redemption (Col. i. 20), though 
Augustine says : 

“Non hoe ad universitatem 
hominum retulit sed ad creaturze 
integritatem, id est, spiritum 
et animam et corpus, et illud 
quo intelligimus, et illud quo 
vivimus, et illud quo visibiles et 
contrectabiles sumus.” 

The whole phrase marks the 
universality of the Divine action 
of Christ, but nothing is said as 
to the result. We have no powers 
to pursue the thought. 

Elxvow| vi. 44; (Hos. xi. 4, 
Heb.). The Son “draws” by 
the Spirit which He sends, xvi. 7. 
And there is need of this loving 


VOL, I. 


violence, for men are “held back 
by the enemy.” ‘Edkiow, dnoir, 
dre v0 Tupdvvov KaTexopmevous Kal 
ad éavtdv povov ov dvvapévous 
mpooedGev.... (Chrys.) 

mpos euavt.| unto myself, em- 
phatically, as the one centre of 
the Church, in whom all find 
their completeness. The thought 
is of that to which all is directed 
(zpos)! and not in which all is 
incorporated (eis). 

“Quid igitur congemiscitis 
Phariszi, dicentes ad vosmetipsos : 
Videtis quia nihil proficimus ecce 
mundus totus post ewm abiit, quasi 
postquam hune Filium hominis 
occideritis nemo post illum 
abiturus sit.” (Rup.) 

There is a remarkable Jewish 
saying that “for the merit of 
Isaac who laid himself on the 
altar God will hereafter raise the 
dead (Ps. cii. 20)” (Pesikta Rab 
Kohana, xxxii. p. 299, Wiinsche). 

On the power of the Cross see 
Bphraloleen, Cola 1S | fhe 
Col. i. 19 f.; (1 Cor, 1. 18). 

Notice the famous addition to 
Ps. xev, (xevi.) 10, etare év rots 
COverw 6 kvpios éBacidevoev + ard 
rou gov. So Vet. Lat. and 
Mem. Just, Dial. 73; Just. Apol. 
i, 41; Barn. Fp, viii. 4. The 
Latin writers commonly from 
the time of Tertullian (adv. Jud. 
x. p. 317: Dominus regnavit a 
ligno) speak of “God reigning 
from the tree” (a ligno), 

33. rotro dé...] But this... 
signifying by what... death. .., 
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not as if this were the primary 
end of the words, but the nature 
of Christ’s atoning death was indi- 
cated in the form of the refer- 
ence to it. Compare xviii. 382, 
Sxde lL: 

34, amex. ovv...] The multe- 
tude therefore answered ..., when 
they found the claims to the 
prerogatives of Messiahship put 
forth by one who called him- 
self the Son of man (v. 23), and 
spoke of his removal from the 
people whom he should save. 
They could not reconcile their 
own hopes with Christ’s words. 
The difficulty was twofold: firstly, 
that the Lord assumed a uni- 
versal and not a special title 
(‘Son of man” and not “Son 
of David”), and also that this 
sovereignty was not to be exer- 
cised on earth. 

éx T. vop.| out of the law, out 
of the book of the Covenant, the 
Old Testament generally. Comp. 
x. 34, note, 

dre & xp.| that the Christ... 
The belief that the Christ abideth 
for ever was probably based on 
isajix, 1; Ps. cx,/4, lxxxixe a i 
Ezek. xxxvii. 25. Comp. Lukei. 
32 f.; Heb. vii. 21. 

mas Ney. od... .| how sayest 
thou . . . in opposition to the Law, 


e Q wn Y¥ 
@s TO pus EXETE, 
2 uel’ tuov AHFGLA. 


or, at least, in language which 
we cannot reconcile with it. 

dei. ..| Comp. xx. 9, note. 

tyw6.| Comp. iii. 14, note. 

tr. vi. tT. avO. ...)| The title 
is not recorded by St. John as 
having been used here in this 
connexion by the Lord, but the 
teaching in v. 32 naturally led 
to it (v. 23). Such a quotation 
from unrecorded words is a signi- 
ficant illustration of the com- 
pression of the narrative. The 
Evangelist gives the critical 
elements of the discourse only. 
The complete phrase occurs iii. 14. 

tis éor. ...] The question 
clearly shows that the title “the 
Son of man” was not necessarily 
identified with “the Christ.” 
Comp. Additional Note on ch. i. 
§ 6, p. 75. Compare Matt. xvi. 
13, 16. 

It has been supposed that there 
is a contrast between “this Son 
of man” who must be removed 
from the earth and the Son of 
man in Daniel to whom an ever- 
lasting dominion is promised (vii. 
13f.). ‘Such a reference, how- 
ever, seems to be most unlikely. 

35. cirev obv...] Jesus there- 
Sore said... meeting their diffi- 
culties by charging them to use 
the opportunities which they still 


—sSon of man? 
a little while is the light among you. 
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The multitude there- 


fore answered him, We have heard out of the law 
that the Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest 
thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this 


Jesus therefore said to them, Yet 


Walk while 


ye have the light, that darkness overtake you not: 
and he that walketh in the darkness knoweth not 
3s whither he goeth. While ye have the light, believe 


had for fuller knowledge. There 
was yet time, though the time 
was short. The words are not 
described as an “‘ answer ” (v. 30), 
but as an independent utterance. 
It was no longer the season for 
discussion. The problem _pro- 
posed could be solved by faith- 
fully following the light which 
had been given, 

"Eu pur. xp. . . .| adhuc modi- 
cum lwmen vy. ‘The words cor- 
respond with the plea ‘‘abideth for 
ever.” Comp. vii, 33 (éru xpovov 
puxpov), xili, 33 (ére puxpov), Xiv. 
19, xvi. 16 ff. 

év tp.| among you; in your 
midst. Comp. i. 14 (Acts ii. 29). 

mepirateite| Progress was both 
possible and a necessary duty 
while the light shone, and as 
the light shone. ‘Dum lumine 
veritatis licet uti ambulate ut 
vos quoque ad Christi sterni- 
tatem perveniatis” (Rup.). For 
repirateiv, see 1 John i, 6, note ; 
and for the use of the word abso- 
lutely, Rev. xxi, 24 (1 John ii. 
6); 3. John 3. 

iva pi) oxor....| that darkness 
overtake you not, as it will do if 
you do not advance to a fuller 
knowledge of myself and my 
work before the coming time of 
trial. Then all movement will 


be perilous. You will wander in 
a wilderness without ‘the pillar 
of fire.” Comp. Jer. xiii. 16. 
katadaBy| comprehendant v. ; 
overtake. ‘The same word is used 
i. 5, vi. 17 var. lect.; 1 Thess, v. 4. 
k. 0 mepur. ev t. okot.| and he | 
that walketh in the darkness... 
The clause is added as the most 
general form of the natural com- 
pletion of the former sentence : 
“and ye may not know whither 
ye go.” Comp. 1 John ii. 11. 
36. as To pas .. .| as (while) 
ye have the light... There was 
need of progress and there was 
also need of faith, which should 
support under later trials. For 
os comp. [Luke xii. 58] Gal. vi. 
10. Ign. Smyrn, ¢. 9 ws ert Kaipov 
éxouev. The temporal sense, while 
ye have. . . seems to pass into the 
regulative sense: as you have... 
iva viot . . .| that ye may be- 
come sons of light, and so have 
light in yourselves by the presence 
of Christ in your heart, through 
whom in your measure you be- 
come Christs (1 John ii. 20). 
Comp. Luke xvi. 8; 1 Thess. v. 
5 (Eph. v. 8, children). This 
glorious transformation is the 
last issue of faith. Thus the last 
recorded words of Christ to the 
world are an exhortation and 
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a promise. Compare the last 
words of teaching to the disciples, 
xvi. 33. It is of interest to 
notice the last words of the 
Synoptic account of the Lord’s 
public ministry: Matt. xxv. 46 ; 
Mark xiii. 37; Luke xxi. 36. 

For yévnoGe see i. 12; Matt. v. 
35. With viol dwrds compare [gn. 
Philad, 2, réxva pwrds adnOeias. 

The record of the public minis- 
try of Christ is closed by two 
summary judgements, in which 
the Evangelist reviews the issue 
of the great conflict of unbelief 
and faith which he has traced in 
its decisive outlines. He deals 
first with the startling fact of 
the national unbelief of Israel, 
which experience had made more 
impressive at the close of the 
apostolic age (36b—43); and 
then he brings together words 
in which the Lord revealed the 
nature and effects of His Advent, 
of His Person, and of His teach- 
ing (44—50). 


(1) The judgement of the Evan- 
gelist (36b—43) 

In this section the Evangelist 
speaks in his own person and 
connects the apparent failure of 
the Lord’s work with the pro- 
phetic teaching of Isaiah. In 
form the passage resembles xx. 
30 f., xxi. 23—25; and, in a less 
degree, ili. 16 —21, 31—36. 


The difficulty of the unbelief of 
the Jews seemed overwhelming. 
Was the discipline of 2000 years 
a failure? Two typical discus- 
sions of this difficulty are pre- 
sented to us in the New Testa- 
ment: (a) Rom. ix.—xi, (6) Ep. 
to Hebrews. 

In (a) we see the general 
method of God as working by “an 
election,” ‘a remnant,” through 
whom His purposes for the whole 
are fulfilled: xi, 15, 25 f., 32 ff. 

In (b) we see the: necessity 
of the independent development 
of the spiritual truth of Chris- 
tianity, as the reality to which 
the shadows of Judaism corre- 
sponded. 

Thus we can see generally that 
(a) the purpose of God through 
Israel was fulfilled; (6) for the 
time the unbelief of Judaism, as 
it was, was a moral necessity. 

By providing the home at 
Nazareth, and those whom the 
Lord could train to be His 
apostles and Evangelists, Judaism 
accomplished its divine mission. 

By the narrowness of the Jew- 
ish leaders the Christian Church 
was saved from the dominance of 
externalism. 

These thoughts underlie the 
teaching of the Old Testament. 
But St. John does not develop 
them. He simply notes the fact 


of general unbelief, and shows. 
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on the light, that ye may become sons of light. 
These things spake Jesus, and he departed and was 


st hidden from them. But though he had done so many 


signs before them, yet they believed not on him: 


which he spake, 


ss that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, 


Lord, who hath believed our report? 
And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 


revealed ? 


its necessity from the writings of 
the prophets. The result could 
not be a surprise to those who 
considered the history of Israel. 

36). Tatra .. . expvBy.. .| 
abscondit sev. These things... 
and was hidden, viii. 59; Luke 
xix. 42 (1 Tim. v. 25; Heb. xi. 
23). The hiding was not His 
work but the work of His ad- 
versaries, as being the result of 
their want of faith. In the LXX. 
expvBnv has a middle sense: Gen. 
ii, 8, 10, ete. 

Rupert, contrasting these words 
with the picture of the Lord’s 
activity in the Temple after His 
entry into the Holy City, says: 
“Quid igitur nisi mystice ex- 
cecationem illorum innuit ? ” 

37. Tocadra|] so many. This 
seems to be the meaning of the 
word, and not so great. Comp. 
vi. 9, xxi. 11. Of these many 
works (comp. li. 23, iv. 45, vii. 
31, xi. 47, xx. 30) St. John has 
recorded only seven as types. 

éump. avr.| ‘There was no excuse 
for ignorance, Acts xxvi. 26. 

ovk ér. eis avt.| they believed not 
on him, with self-devoted, trustful, 
patient faith in life; though many 
did believe with the concealed 
adhesion of conviction, v. 42. 


38. iva, .. mpopyrov] that the 


word of .. . the prophet... Such 
a fulfilment was a part of the 
design of God, and so necessary ; 
inasmuch as the prophetic word 
described the actual relation of 
the divine message to those who 
heard it. This relation, which 
was already present to the divine 
Vision and had been fulfilled in 
the type, must needs be realised 
in the antitype ; so that the com- 
plaint uttered by Isaiah against 
his own contemporaries might 
have been uttered even more 
truly by Christ. 

The addition of the title, 
“‘Tsaiah the prophet” (compare 
i. 23), emphasises the idea of the 
speaker’s representative char- 
acter. 

The prophecy itself (Isa. liii. 
1) sets forth the two sides of the 
divine testimony, the message 
as to the servant of God which 
appealed to the inward perception 
of truth; and the signs of the 
power of God which appealed 
outwardly to those who looked 
upon them. In both respects the 
testimony failed to find accept- 
ance, The message was not 
believed ; the signs were not in- 
terpreted. There is an interest- 
ing examination of the use of 
Isa, lili. in the New Testament 
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in Taylor’s Gospel in the Law, 
ch. v. 

Kiupue...| Lord, who hath be- 
lieved... was... revealed? By 
adding the word ‘“ Lord” after the 
LXX., the Evangelist shows that 
he wishes to regard the words as 
spoken by the prophet in the 
review of the issue of his work. 
In this connexion owr report may 
mean either “the message which 
came from us, which we de- 
livered,” or “the wessage which 
came to us, which we received.” 
The former interpretation is the 
more natural. Comp. Matt. iv. 
24, xiv. 1, xxiv. 6. 

6 Bpax. K.] Luke i. 51; Acts 
xii. 17. The patristic commen- 
tators commonly saw in this 
phrase a reference to Christ: 
“ Brachium Domini appellat hic 
Filium Dei” (Rup.). 

39. da rotro...| For this 
cause, namely, that in the order 
of Providence the Gospel must 
be met by general unbelief, they 
could not believe, ... The phrase 
da tovro appears all but uni- 
formly to contain a reference to 
a preceding fact or thought 
(Philem. 15, and perhaps Mark 
xii. 24, are exceptions). In many 
cases the reason indicated is de- 


veloped in the clause which 
follows (vii. 47; x. 17; Rom. 
iv. 16; 2 Cor, xiii. 10; 1 Thess. 
ii 13301 Tim. 45.6472 figes a 
10 3°-Heb,. (ix; 15) A So Mikes 
here. The fact which has been 
already noted (they did not believe) 
is now traced back to its ulti- 
mate origin which lay in the 
divine action. They did not 
believe, and they could not be- 
lieve, for that Isaiah said again : 
He (that is God) hath... The 
want of belief was involved in 
the necessary truth of the pro- 
phetic word, This fulfilment 
again involved in the incredulous 
an inability to believe consequent 
upon the actual working of God 
according to His fixed laws. 
Comp. Rom. x. 16. And yet, 
further, this working of God, as 
we look at it in the order of 
succession, was consequent upon 
man’s prior unbelief. The Jews 
were already in an unnatural 
and diseased state when the 
prophet was sent tothem. Then 
came the punishment whereby 
those who would not give glory 
to God by willing faith were 
made to subserve to His glory. 
The revelation of Christ, like the 
preaching of Isaiah, was the 
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so For this cause they could not believe, for that Isaiah 


40 


said again, 


He hath blinded their eyes, and he hardened 


their heart ; 


Lest they should see with their eyes, and perceive 
with their heart, and should turn, 

And I should heal them. 

a These things said Isaiah, because he saw his glory ; 

wand he spake of him. Nevertheless even of the rulers 


very power by which the existing 
form of unbelief was carried to 
its full development. 

ei. Ho.|] The quotation differs 
alike from Heb. and LXX. St. 
John transfers to God what is 
represented by Isaiah as the 
mission of the prophet (Isa. vi. 
10); while the healing, on the 
other hand, is ascribed to Christ. 
Comp, Matt. xiii, 14f.; Acts 
xxvii. 26 f. 

40. Tervd. . . 


exceecavit.. . mnduravit... V. 


, érwp. .« | 


He hath blinded . . . and Re 
hardened. . . . The change of 
tense is remarkable. The verb 


awpdw describes the formation 
of a “callus” (pos) in a 
part of the body, as the eyes 
(Job xvii. 7). Comp. Mark vi. 
52, viii. 17; Rom. xi. 7; 2 Cor. 
iii. 14. 

vojawaw] perceive. The word in 
Mark iv. 12 is different (ovo). 

Rupert notices that there are 
different stages of unbelief: 
“Horum qui converti et sanari 
non merentur, aliqui nec vident 
quidem Scripturaruin sensum, 
aliqui vident quidem sed sequi 
nolunt.” 

Al, bru cid. . . .| because he 
saw his (Christ’s) glory. . . The 
prophecy was not only given at 


the time of the celestial vision 
but in consequence of it. The 
sight of the divine glory made 
clear the vast chasm between 
God and the people who bore 
His name. The prophet saw 
that the revelation of God could 
blind as well as enlighten. 

TheTargum renders the original 
words of Isaiah, J saw the Lord, by 
T saw the Lord’s glory. St. John 
states the truth to which this ex- 
pression points, and identifies the 
divine Person seen by Isaiah with 
Christ. Thus what Isaiah saw 
was the glory of the Word, and 
of Him he spoke. His message, 
that is, was not merely addressed 
to his contemporaries, but reached 
to the time of the fuller manifes- 
tation to the world of that glory 
which he himself saw in a vision, 
Tt is uncertain whether the last 
clause (€Aad. zepl airod) depends 
on the ér or not; but the posi- 
tion of the epi atrod points to 
this connexion, 

It was through this identifica- 
tion of Christ with Jehovah 
that the truth of His God- 
head was brought home to the 
apostles, Comp, Acts ii, 16 ff. 
(Joel ii, 28). 

42. “Opus pevror . . .| Never- 
theless even of the rulers (the. 
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members of the Sanhedrin: ui. 1, 
vii. 26, 48) many believed on him. 
The ground of practical unbelief 
was moral and not intellectual. 
Some who remained among the 
adversaries of Christ were satis- 
fied of the truth of His claims. 
But the conviction found no 
expression in life. Such in- 
effective intellectual faith (so to 
speak) is really the climax of 
unbelief. 

It is remarkable that St. John 
uses of this belief the phrase 
which marks the completeness 
of belief (emir. cis). The belief 
only lacked confession, but this 
defect was fatal. Comp. ii. 23, 
where also a belief complete in 
itself is practically imperfect, 
and contrast viii. 31. 

dua Tos Pap.| Comp. vii. 13, 
ix, 22 (the Jews). Their religious 
terrorism was more formidable 
than the violence of the high- 
priests (Sadducees). 

ovx Mpodrdyovv] did not make 
confession. ‘The verb is used 
absolutely. Comp. Rom. x. 9, 
10. The tense marks the con- 
tinued shrinking from the act 
of faith, 

py arroouv. . . .| ix. 22. 

43. 1. dof. 7. dvO. . . .| the 
glory of men rather than the glory 
of God. Comp. v. 44. The 
words suggest a contrast with 
that vision of the divine glory 
in which God showed what He 
had prepared for men (v. 41). 
Comp. Rom. ui. 23. MaAdov 
n7ep describes the choice of one 
object in preference to another, 


and not the excess in one case 
of a feeling felt for two things 
in different degrees. Comp. iii. 
19:5 Matty: (22996, 728, eee 
Acts iv. 19, vy. /29, xxvil Le 
Eph. v. 4, 113 Heb: xn/313e 
1 Tim. vi. 2 (comp. Matt. xviii. 
13; Acts xx. 35). 

Two difficulties necessarily 
present themselves when we 
reflect on the explanation which 
St. John gives of the unbelief of 
the Jewish nation. 

1. It was foreseen and fore- 
told, 

2. It was due to Divine action. 

It is concluded therefore that 
it was inevitable, and that the 
Jews were free from guilt (comp. 
Rom. ix. 19 ff.). 

But the conclusion does not 
follow : for 

1. Prediction does not cause 
that which is predicted. 

2, All law, including moral 
law, i is the expression of the one 
will of God. 

Both these points were clearly 
seen by early writers. 

“Non poterant credere quia 
hoc Isaias predixit: hoe autem 
propheta predixit quia Deus 
hoc futurum esse prescivit .. . 
malam quippe eorum  volun- 
tatem preevidit Deus et per 
prophetam pronuntiavit ille cui 
abscondi futura non possunt.” 
(Aug. Tract. liii. 6.) 

“Non propterea quemquam 
Deus ad peccandum cogit quia 
futura hominum peccata jam 
novit. Ipsorum ‘enim preescivit 
peccata non sua}; non cujus- 


og, 


A ee ee re 
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many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees 
they did not make confession that they should not 
be put out of synagogue: for they loved the glory 
of men more than the glory of God. 


quam alterius sed ipsorum.” 
(Aug. § 4.) 

‘“<Tnnocenset sanata preescientia 
Dei nullam malis hominibus 
necessitatem importat, quomodo 
nec visus meus ei quem ambulare 
video ullam ambulandi necessi- 
tatem irrogat.” (Rup.) 

“ Non poterant credere, non 
quia mutari in melius homines 
non possunt, sed quamdiu talia 
sapiunt non possunt credere.” 
(Aug. § 10.) 

The divine action followed from 
and corresponded with their 
moral state. So it is that 
Chrysostom treats “they could 
not” as equivalent to “they 
would not.” The hindering sin 
was pride: dozep yap 0 HALos TOV 
dobevav mArrre: Tas dels Od Tapa 
Thy oikelav piow, odtw Kat él TOV 
pa) mpocexovtwv TOs TOD Geod 
Adyous yiverat. 

With regard to the general 
scope of the passage it may be 
observed that: 1. As a fact dis- 
regard of impulses and motives 
to right-doing makes it more and 
more hard to obey them. 2. We 
may regard this law as acting 
mechanically ; or we may see in 
it, in relation to man, the action 
of a divine power. 3. The latter 
supposition introduces no new 
difficulty ; but on the other hand 
places this stern law in connexion 
with a wider scheme of action, 
which makes hope possible. 

In this connexion it is impor- 
tant to observe that a divine 


“cannot” answers to the divine 


“must” (xx. 9, note), This 
“cannot ” expresses a moral and 
not an external or arbitrary im- 
possibility. Thus it defines while 
it does not limit the action of 
the Son (v. 19, 30; comp. Mark 
vi. 5); and so fixes the conditions 
of discipleship (iii. 5, vi. 44, 65, 
vii. 34—36, viii. 21 f.), of under- 
standing (iii. 3, vill. 43f.; xiv. 
17), of faith (as here ; comp. v. 
44), of fruitfulness (xv. 4f.), of 
progress (xvi. 12). 

Notice in the case of Pharaoh, 
(1) “Was hardened,” Exod. Vil, 
13 FRQ2eviii lO ixwoo uch. ixe ts; 
(2) “Pharaoh hardened,” viii. 
15, 32; (3) “The Lord hardened,” 
ix, 12, x. 1, 20, 27, xi. 10, xiv. 8. 
Compare vii. 3, xiv. 4, “I will 
harden.” 

Augustine suggests that the 
blinding itself may be part of the 
remedial treatment of mercy. 
Blindness may bring a fall, a 
humiliation, a sense of weakness, 
and so lead the heart-broken to 
God (liii. § 11). 

For the main criminal I have no hope, 

Except in such a suddenness of fate. 

I stood at Naples once, a night so 
dark 

I could have scarce conjectured there 
was earth 

Anywhere, sky, or sea, or world at all: 

But the night’s black was burst, and 
by a blaze 

Thunder struck blow on blow, earth 
groaned and bore, 

Through her whole length of mountain 
visible : 

There lay the city thick and plain 
with spires, 

And, like a ghost disshrouded, white 
the sea, 
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So may the truth be flashed out by 
one blow, 

And Guido see, one instant, and be 
saved. 


(Browning, Zhe Ring and the 
Book: the Pope, 2117 ff.) 


* “'Tantum ne audeat quis- 
quam liberum arbitrium sic 
defendere ut nobis orationem 
qua dicimus We nos inferas in 
tentationem conatur auferre: 
rursus ne quisquam 
voluntatis arbitrium ut audeat 
excusare peccatum.” (Aug.) 

“ Agende sunt gratis quia 
data est potestas (John i. 12); 
et orandum ne succumbat in- 
firmitas.” (Aug.) 


(5) The judgement of the 
Lord (44—50) 

This final judgement appears to 
contain a summary of the Lord’s 
teaching gathered up in the view 
of this crisis, and not to be a new 
utterance. It falls into three 
parts : the position of the believer 
(4446), and of the unbeliever 
(4749), and the fruit of the 
message (50). The Lord first 
speaks of His Person (44—46), 
and then of His words (47—50). 

44, °I. d& &pagev| The position 
of “Incots at the beginning of 
the clause is unusual in St. John, 
who commonly places the per- 
sonal subject after the verb. 

* The general conclusion of this 
note, which was to have treated of 
“responsibility ” and ‘ dependence,” 
has not been written, but these quota- 


tions from Augustine were selected for 
its close.—A. W.., 


neget . 


The peculiar emphasis on the 
name is significant. The witness 
of the Lord is set over against 
the witness of the prophet and 
the unbelief of the people. It 
expresses as completely as possible 
His absolute self-sacrifice as con- 
trasted with the selfishness of 
His enemies. He is lost (so to 
speak) in Him that sent Him. 
He judges no man. His teaching 
is simply the expression of His 
Father’s command, 

For ékpage see vii. 28,37. The 
testimony was so given as to 
claim and arrest attention; and 
it was given once and for all 
(contrast Luke xvii. 39). 

ov mot. eis eu. dAAG...| He 
looks beneath the surface and 
acknowledges a divine presence 
realised in and through me. As 
yet it was impossible for men to 
know how faith could repose in 
the Son Himself, 

eis T. meu. pe] not simply on 
“the Father” as representing 
a general connexion, but on Him 
who is the source of the special 
revelation of Christ. 

Rupert contrasts the real 
majesty of Christ with the 
estimate of the Jews who were 
ashamed of their faith: ‘O 
homines, magis gloriam hominum 
quam gloriam Dei diligentes, 
quid in me credere erubescitis, 
vel quid confundimini de me 
confiteri quod creditis?. .. Non 
inglorium aut contemptibile est 
credere in me.” 

45. 6 Oewp. eu. . . .| In this 
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But Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, 


"i 1s believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 


And 


he that beholdeth me beholdeth him that sent me. 


i 11 am come a light’ into the world, that whosoever 


1 or as a light. 


case the negative clause is not 
found. He who beheld Christ 
did indeed behold His true 
humanity, and through that the 
Father. What they saw, how- 
ever incomplete, was a revelation. 
So far as the believer beheld 
Christ, he beheld Him from 
whom Christ came. Belief passed 
through the veil: vision appre- 
hended outwardly God in His 
relation to men, Comp. Matt. 
x. 40. For the sense of “be- 
hold” see xvi. 16. 

The form of the sentence differs 
in each particular from xiv. 9: 
Oewpet occupies the place of 
édpaxev 57, mepap. pre Of 7. TaTEepa, 
The thought here is of the intent, 
patient, progressive contempla- 
tion of Christ leading to the 
fuller knowledge of Him from 
whom He came; thus the thought 
is of the one decisive moment, 
of which the results were per- 
manent. 

The title “ Father” emphasises 
the idea of the natural, essential 
relation to the Son and to men: 
the phrase “ He that sent me” 
brings out the idea of the special 
mission, as involving a peculiar 
charge and corresponding au- 
thority. Comp. iv. 34, v. 24, 30, 
vi, 38, vii. 16, (18), 28, 33, vill. 
26, 29, ix. 4, xiii. 20, xv. 21, 
xvi. 5 (peculiar to St. John, and 
used only by the Lord). The 
two ideas are combined, v. 23, 37, 
vi. 44, viii. 16, 18, xii. 49, xiv. 24; 
and distinguished, vi. 39, 40. 


46. éy. pas... ednd.] This 
was the office of Christ, to make 
all things clear. His Person 
when seen in its fulness illumi- 
nates the mysteries of life. 
There is darkness over the world 
and without Him it must re- 
main. Faith in Him _ brings 
purer vision, Comp. v. 36. See 
also iii. 19, viii. 12, ix. 5 (i. 4). 

There is a significant contrast 
between éAyjAvOa and 7HAGor, v. 47. 
The one marks the abiding 
result, and the other the parti- 
cular purpose. For the use of 
the éd7jAvda see v. 43, vill. 28, 
viii. 42 (and 7AOov), xvi. 28, xviil. 
37 (iii. 19); and for the use of 
the 7AGov, viii. 14, ix. 39, x. 10, 
xii. 27, 47 (xv. 22). 

év tT. okoT. py pew.| may not 
abide in the darkness, as being 
the normal state of men with- 
out Christ. Comp. iii. 36. The 
exact phrase occurs only here, 
yet see 1 John ii. 9, 11 (& 7. 
okor. éor.); and viii. 12, xii. 35 ; 
1 John ii. 11 (€& +. okor. 
mepuraret). Comp. | John iil. 14 
(uever ev T. Oavarw); and the 
opposite, 1 John ii. 10 (é 7. port 
pever). 

“ Dixit quodam loco discipulis 
suis Vos estis lux mundi... 
non tamen eis dixit, ‘Vos lux 
venistis in mundum ut omnis 
qui credit in vos in tenebris non 
maneat’ Lumina — sunt 
omnes sancti; sed credendo ab 
eo illuminantur a quo si quis 
recesserit tenebrabitur.” (Aug.) 
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47, Christ now passes from 
the thought of His Person to 
that of His words: from me to 
my sayings. Faith is essentially 
personal. Unbelief stops short 
at the outward manifestations of 
the Person: it deals with the 
teaching. 

Two cases appear to be re- 
garded, the first that of the 
respectful hearer, who listens 
and does not; the second, that 
of the man who refuses to listen 
at all. From this it appears 
that the reading miortevoy is 
foreign to the scope of v, 47. 

aKxovo.T. pyp.| hear my sayings, 
not with true understanding of 
their full import (viii. 47), but 
yet with attention, x. 3, 16, 27, 
etc. 

pn prddéy] See Matt. xix. 20 ; 
Luke xi. 28. 

éy® od kpw.| There is no per- 
sonal element in the accomplish- 
ment of the final issue. Christ 
came for judgement (ix. 39) and 
yet not to judge (comp. ii. 17, 
viii. 15), The judgement followed 
naturally (so to speak) from His 
manifestation, The Law (in the 
fullest sense) is the one accuser 
(v. 45). Men simply remain 
where they are (iii. 36) if they 
do not come to Christ, Their 


sentence lies in the nature of 
things. In this case the hearers 
were self-condemned. 

48. 6 adOerav|] qui spernit v. 
The word occurs here only in 
St. John. Luke x. 16. 1 Thess. 
iv. 8. 

ex. t. kpw.] The word may be 
refused, but it cannot be ban- 
ished. Jt still clings to the 
hearer as his judge. . Its work 
is even now begun as it shall 
hereafter be fully revealed. 
Comp. v. 45, viii. 50. 

“¢ Habet,’ inquam, non dico 
‘habebit,’ sed jam habet judicem 
etsi nondum sententiz vel vindic- 
te judicantis apparent.” (Rup.) 

0 Aoy. dv éAaAd, .. «| The pypara 
are all bound up in one great 
message (Adyos), delivered and 
felt in its entirety. For the 
unbelieving Jews it was now 
ended (€AdAyoa is contrasted with 
Aare, v. 50). Comp. xvii. 6, 8. 

. €xeivos kpw. . . .| The re- 
sumptive, isolated pronoun places 
in emphatic prominence the 
teaching which is regarded as 
past and separated from those to 
whom it was addressed. It 
stands, as it were, in the dis- 
tance, as a witness and an 
accuser, Comp. i. 18, v. 11 and 
note. 
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47 believeth on me may not abide in the darkness. And 
if any man hear my sayings, and keep them not, | 
_ judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, 
_ 4but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and 
 receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: 
the word that I spake, that shall judge him in the 
«last day. Because I spake not from myself; but 
the Father which sent me, himself hath given me 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his commandment is life 


So 


avr. éox. fy.| vi. 39, 40, nunquam non fuit Filius qui est 
44, 54, xi. 24. The phrase is vita, nunquam fuit Filius sine 


peculiar to St. John’s Gospel. vita... . Ita et mandatum non 
Comp. 1Cor. xv. 52 (éox. cadz.); quod Filius non habebat Pater 
1 John ii. 18 (écy. dpa). dedit, sed . . . in Sapientia 


49, éruéy.... oi edad... .] Patris, quod est Verbum Patris 
The essential inherent power of omnia mandata sunt Patris.” 
judgement lies in the word, since (Aug.) 


there is in it no admixture of a 50. x. ofa ...| The word 
limited human personality. It may find acceptance or rejection, 
is wholly divine, Comp. v. 30. but this remains sure, The 


éé éuavrod| ex me v. The commandment of the Father, 
phrase is peculiar and unique. His will manifested in my com- 
It describes (so to speak) the mission, is eternal life. The 
source out of which a stream Father’s commandment not only 
flows continuously, and not is directed towards life, to 
simply the point of origin from quicken or to support it. It is 
which movement started (dm éu. life. Truth realised is that by 
v. 30, vii. 17, 28, viii. 28, 42, which we live. The command- 


x, 18, xiv. 10). ment of God is the expression 
air. ... dd.) The pronoun (as of absolute Truth, Comp. vi. 

in v. 48) emphasises the refer- 63, 68, xvii. 17. 

ence; and the tense of the verb Life eternal is and not simply 

marks the continuance of the shall be. Comp. iii. 36, Vv. 24 

action of the command. (39), vi. 54, xvii. 3, note. 1 John 
ai eir. x. TLAGA.| quid dicam et v. 12, 13. 

quid loquar v. That is, as to & ody éy Aad . . .| The cer- 

the substantial contents and the _ tainty of this assurance furnishes 

varying manner of my message. the one rule of Christ’s teaching. 


“Ita a Patre quod habet He in the fulness of His divine- 
accepit ut nascendo acceperit, human Person (éyé) speaks in 
dederitque ille gignendo. . . . Et complete agreement with the 
quia externa est ipsa nativitas Father’s injunctions, who is His 
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Father and our Father. In part 
His message was fully given 
(vv. 48 f.): in part it was still 
to be given to the inner circle 
of His disciples. 

Adyos dv Tov Tratpos abtos Epyn- 
veve. TA ev TO TaTpl Kal havepo- 
Lal ‘\ iN > ‘ aN > 
mouet? 80 Kat evToAnV adtos €iAn- 
ts / Y \ \ ¢ > 
pevat Neyen: OUTW yop Kat [o] €V 
npiv Adyos Snpootever TA ev TO VO. 

(Ammon. Cr. Cat.) 
““Tta ille dixit ut verax, ita 


iste loquitur ut veritas. Verax 
autem genuit veritatem. Quid 
ergo jam diceret veritati? Non 


enim imperfecta erat veritas cui 
verum aliquid adderetur.” (Aug.) 

Augustine nobly contrasts the 
speaking of the Word with the 
transitory lessons of the earthly 
teacher: “ Intelligentibus menti- 
bus intus loquitur, sine sono 
instruit, intelligibili luce per- 
fundit. . . . Excitavit nos ad 
magnum desiderium  interioris 
dulcedinis sus; sed crescendo 
capimus, ambulando crescimus, 
proficiendo ambulamus, ut perve- 
nire possimus,” 

THE .SELF-REVELATION OF 
Curist TO THE WoRLD has now 
been completed. In the re- 
mainder of the Gospel St. John 
records 


THE SELF- REVELATION OF CHRIST 
To THE DISCIPLES 

This division of the Gospel, 

like the former, falls into two 

parts, THe Lasr MuInisTRY oF 


Love (xiii.—xvii.), and Tar Vic- 
TORY THROUGH DeEatH (xviii. 
xx.) ; with an EpILoaue (xxi.). 


xim.—xvul. THe Lorp’s Last 
Ministry or Love 


This division of the Gospel, 
which is entirely peculiar to St. 
John, with the exception of the 
revelation of treachery among 
the twelve, falls into three 
sections : 

I. Tur Lasr Acts or Love anp 
J UDGEMENT (xiii. 1—30), 


II, Tue Last Discoursss (xiii. 
31—xvi. 33). 

IIT. Tar Prayer or ConsEcra- 
TION (Xvii.). 


I. THe Last Acts or LOvE AND 
JUDGEMENT (xiii. 1—30) 


St. John’s account of events 
at the Last Supper contains two 
scenes. The first is the mani- 
festation in act of the Master’s 
self-sacrificing love (1—20) : the 
second is the separation of the 
selfish disciple (21—30). 

The incidents are parallel with 
sections of the Synoptic Gospels ; 
but there are very few points of 
actual correspondence in detail 
between the narratives of the 
Synoptists and of St. John. The 
discussion recorded by St. Luke 
(xxii. 24 ff.) has a close connexion 
of thought with the lesson of 
the fect-washing. And the words 
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eternal: the things therefore which I speak, even as 
the Father hath said to me, so I speak. 


13 Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing 


that his hour was come that he should depart out of 


announcing the betrayal are iden- 
tical in St, Matthew (xxvi. 21 ; 
comp. Mark xiv, 18) and St. John 
(xiii. 21), All the Evangelists 
record the surprise with which 
this announcement was received 
(Matt. xxvi. 22; Mark xiv. 19; 
Luke xxii. 23; John xiii. 22) ; 
and St. Matthew notes that Judas 
was designated as the traitor 
(xxvi. 25). But the details which 
St. John has preserved as to the 
manner of the designation are 
peculiar to him. 

The omission of the record of 
the Institution of the Lord’s 
Supper belongs to the plan of 
the Gospel. It is impossible on 
any theory to suppose that the 
author was unacquainted with 
the facts. But it is difficult to 
determine at what point in the 
narrative of St. John the Insti- 
tution is to be placed. It is 
scarcely necessary to refer to the 
opinion of those who have sup- 
posed (Lightfoot, etc.) that the 
supper described in John xiii. was 
held at Bethany (Matt. xxvi. 6 ff.), 
and that the journey toJerusalem 
follows xiv. 31; so that the Insti- 
tution took place on the follow- 
ing day. This view appears to 
be directly opposed to xiii, 38: to 
the significant parallel with Luke 
xxii. 24ff.: and to the general 
unity of the discourses in xili.— 
Xvii. 

- But if it be assumed that the 
meal described in ch. xiii. is iden- 


a, tical with that described in the 


Synoptists, as including the In- 
stitution of the Lord’s Supper, 
where can the Institution be 
intercalated? was it before or 
after the departure of Judas 
(xiii. 30)? 

The evidence on this point is 
extremely slender. In the nar- 
ratives of St. Matthew and St. 
Mark there is nothing which 
tends to decide the question in 
one way or the other. The 
prophecy of the betrayal and 
the Institution are introduced 
by the same general words 
(éoOdvtwy S& aitév, Matt. xxvi. 
26; Mark xiv. 22), and though 
the former stands first there is 
nothing to show that the order 
is chronological. It is also to be 
noticed that in these Evangelists 
there is no separation of the 
blessing of the Bread and of the 
Cup. In the narrative of St. 
Luke the arrangement is dif- 
ferent. A cup is first given 
for distribution (xxii. 17). ‘Then 
follows the giving of Bread, with 
the words of Institution (v. 19). 
Then, according to the present 
text, the giving of the Cup, with 
the words of Institution intro- 
duced by the clause x, 7. roripiov 
doavtws peta 70 Seurvjcas (v. 20) ; 
and in close connexion with this 
is given the prophecy of the 
betrayal. There is indeed good 
reason for thinking that the 
second reference to the Cup is a 
very early addition to the original 
text of St. Luke taken from 1 Cor. 
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xi. 25; and as it stands it may be 
treated parenthetically. In any 
case, however, St. Luke distinctly 
places the prophecy of the be- 
trayal after the distribution of 
the Sacramental Bread ; and, like 
St. Paul, he places this distribu- 
tion during the supper, and the 
distribution of the Sacramental 
Cup after the supper. The other 
Synoptic narratives are perfectly 
consistent with this view. Judas 
then, if we adopt this interpreta- 
tion of the narrative, was present 
at the distribution of the Sacra- 
mental Bread, and not present 
at the distribution of the Sacra- 
mental Cup. In other words, the 
distribution of the Bread must be 
placed before v. 30 in St. John’s 
narrative, and the distribution of 
the Cup after. 

If now we look for a break in 
xiii. 1—30, it may be found be- 
tween 16 and 17, or between 19 
and 20; but hardly between 22 
and 23. It is, however, more in 
accordance with St, Luke’s nar- 
rative to place the distribution 
of the Bread before v. 2. The 
distribution of the Cup may be 
placed after 30, or 33; but it 
seems on the whole best to place 
itafter 32, The teaching of that 
Sacramental Act forms a bond be- 
tween the thoughts of 32 and 33. 


1. The self-sacrifice of love (1—20) 

The central idea of this record 
corresponds with one aspect of 
the Institution of the Eucharist, 
that of self-sacrifice. The inci- 
dent evidently belongs to the 


same spiritual circumstances. 


The form of the narrative is 


marked by extreme minuteness 
and. vividness of detail (vv. 4 ff.), 
and by directness of recollection 
(v. 11). The portraiture of St. 
Peter is instinct with life: he 
acts and is acted upon. 

The narrative consists of two 
parts, the action itself (2—11), 
and the commentary upon the 
action (12—20). The latter ap- 
proaches very closely in form to 
the teaching preserved by the 
Synoptists (eg. vv. 16f.). The 
former is a parable in action 
(comp. Matt. xviii. 2 ff.). 


Cuap. XIII. 1-4, These 
verses are differently punctuated. 
Some suppose that the construc- 
tion is broken, and that the prin- 
cipal verb is éye/pera: in v. 4, the 
cidués in v. 3 resuming the cidds 
of v. 1. It seems better, however 
(as E. V.), to take v, 1 as com- 
plete in itself, as it is gram- 
matically complete, and to regard 
v. 2 as a fresh beginning. On 
this view v. 1 is an introduction 
to the whole cycle of teaching 
which follows (xiii.—xvii.), while 
vv, 2, 3 are the introduction to 
the special incident of the feet- 
washing, the symbolic manifesta- 
tion of love. 

IIpo dé . . .] ante diem autem 
JSestum v. The disjunctive par- 
ticle perhaps suggests a contrast 
with the temporary retirement 
noticed in xii. 36, Though Jesus 
had thus withdrawn Himself, yet 
before the crisis of His Passion 
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this world unto the Father, having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved them to the utter- 


most. 


And during a supper, the devil having already 


put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 


He fully prepared His disciples 
for the issue, 

IIpo 8. 7. éopr.| It is impos- 
sible to take these words either 
with cides or with dyarynoas. The 
clause can only go properly with 
the principal verb, yydéryoev. The 
note of time consequently serves 
to mark the date of the manifold 
exhibition of love, of the acts and 
discourses which follow imme- 
diately afterwards. All these 
took place ‘‘before the feast,” 
that is, on the evening (the com- 
mencement) of 14th Nisan ; and 
in these last scenes before the 
Passover at which the Jewish 
type found its perfect fulfilment, 
the love of the Lord was revealed 
in its highest form. 

«id. 6'Ino.| Jesus knowing, that 
is, since He knew. This know- 
ledge, which is spoken of as ab- 
solute, prompted the crowning 
display of love. The thought is 
brought into prominence by the 
repetition of the word kdcpos. 
In the world the disciples were 
to find their trial, and to find it 
when their Master had passed 
out of the world. Hence came 
the necessity for such encourage- 
ments as follow: eg. xvi. 33. 

In His knowledge of the dis- 
ciples’ suffering the Lord forgot 
His own suffering, though fore- 
knowledge intensifies sorrow. 

ait, 7 dpa| Just as St. John 
points out the moral conditions 
of the Lof@’ilife in a divine 
“ cannot” (see xii. 40, note), and 
a divine “ must ” (xx. 9, note), he 






als) marks the divine sequence 


VOL. LU. . 


in its events. The crises of His 
several manifestations are abso- 
lutely fixed in time (ii. 4; comp. 
xi, 9 f., ix. 4). In each case this 
“hour” is appointed with a view 
to the issue to which it leads (xil. 
23, iva doéac05, and so here va 
peraBy). Comp. iv, 21, 23, v. 25, 
28; 1 John ii. 18; Rev. xiv. 7, 
15; John vii. 6, 8 (kaipés) ; Eph. 
i, 10 (7d mANpopa TGV Katpav) 5 
Gal. iv. 4 (75 tAjpwpa trod xpovov). 
Till the hour comes Christ’s 
enemies are powerless (vii. 30, 
viii. 20). When it has come 
He recognises its advent (xii. 27, 
xvii. 1). 

iva peraSy . . .| wt transeat v. 
The purpose, as part of the divine 
counsel, is marked emphatically. 
Comp. xii. 23, xvi. 2, note. 

The word peraBaivw is only used 
here in this connexion. It marks 
the transference from one sphere 
to another: comp. v. 24; 1 John 
iii, 14. Death for Christ, and 
in Him for the Christian, is not 
an interpretation of being but a 
change of the mode of being, a 
“going to the Father,” to His 
Father and ours, 

ék t. koo. Tout... .| The de- 
monstrative seems to lay stress 
upon the present aspect of the 
world as transitory and unsatis- 
fying. The phrase occurs viii. 
23, ix. 39 (xi. 9), xii. 25, 31, xvi. 
11, xviii. 36 ; 1 John iv. 17 (and 
in 8t, Paul). 

mpos 7. wat.| unto the Father, 
as describing the religious and 
moral relationship, and not simply 
the idea of power (unto God). 
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sla Tapadot avTov “lovdas Lipwvos “Ioxapidtys', das? 


9 , ¥ > Ae \ > \ an \ 
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peta ex Tov deimvov kal TiOnow Ta iwdtia, Kal haBov 


sAévriov du€lwoev eavTor: 


eira Bader vdwp eis Tov 


vintnpa, Kal ypéato vintew Tovs Todas TaV pabyTav 


1 "Tovda Liuwvos "loxapwrov iva avrov mapado ADTA. 


2 Insert 6’Inoots ATA. 


tT. idiovs] Acts iv, 23, xxiv. 23 ; 
1 Tim. v. 8. Compare xvii. 6 ff. 
Contrast i. 11, 

eis téAos| in finem v.; to the 
uttermost, The phrase has two 
common meanings, (1) at last, 
and (2) utterly, completely. The 
first sense appears to be most 
natural in Luke xviii. 5, and the 
second in 1 Thess. ii, 16. It 
occurs very frequently in the 
LXX., and most often in con- 
nexion with words of destruction 
(utterly), or abandonment (for 
ever): Ps. xii. 1 (ix. 18 al. eis tov 
aidva), etc. It occurs, however, 
in other connexions, Ps, xv. 11, 
Ixxill. 3, xlviii. 8; and constantly 
in later Greek writers, e.g, 2 Clem. 
19; Lue. Somn.9, There appears 
to be no authority for taking it 
here in the sense of to the end of 
His earthly presence (yet see Matt. 
x. 22, xxiv, 13f.), and such a 
translation does not suit the con- 
nexion with before the feast. If, 
however, we take the words as 
expressing loved them with a per- 
fect love, then the thought comes 
out clearly, ‘“‘ As Christ loved His 
disciples, and had before showed 
His love, so now at this crisis, 
before the day of His Passion, He 
carried His love to the highest 
point, He loved them to the utter- 
most.” 


2. Kai deur. VV» 955 | And— 


as one special manifestation of 
this love—during a swpper. 

t. df. 757 ...)] Literally, 
the devil having already put %z 
into his (Judas’) heart that Judas 
Iscariot the son of Simon shall 
betray him. The transference of 
the subject from the former to 
the latter clause is not unnatural 
(... into the heart of Judas... 
that he should .. .); and it seems 
to be impossible to accept the 
rendering ‘the devil having con- 
ceived in his heart that .. .” 

The separation of “Ioxapuirns 
from Judas in the Greek text 
clearly marks the title as local. 
Comp. vi. 71, where it is an epithet 
of Simon, 

3. <«iddés| As before, “since 
He knew.” The knowledge that 
He was possessed of this divine 
authority was the ground of His 
act of service ; just as in v. 1 the 
knowledge of His coming de- 
parture was the ground of His 
crowning display of love, 

mavta| The sense of absolute 
sovereignty is the more impres- 
sive here in the prospect of ap- 
parent defeat. -Even through 
treachery and death lay the way 
to the Resurrection. 

édwk....] had given... Our 
idiom will not bear in the oblique 
the original tense gave (found 
in the oldest authorities), which, 
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sbetray him’, Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he came 
sforth from God, and goeth unto God, riseth from the 
supper, and layeth aside his garments; and he took 
sa towel, and girded himself. Then he poureth water 
into the bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, 
and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was 

1 Zit. the devil having already put it into his (Judas’) heart that Judas 


Iscariot, Simon’s son, shall betray him. 


however, marks the true idea 
of the commission once given 
eternally. A similar remark ap- 
plies to the verbs below (é&\6ev, 
brdyet). 

6 war.] Not “His Father.” 
The Son of man (Jesus) is now 
the conqueror, 

eis tT. xeup.| into his hands to 
deal with as He pleased, even 
when He was given “into the 
hands” of men: Matt. xvii. 22, 
xxvi. 45. 

The order is most emphatic: 
‘‘and that it was from God He 
came forth, and unto God He is 
going.” The title of power and 
glory is used in this clause, as 
that of affinity (the Father) in the 
former. 

ééndO.| was come forth on His 
mission to the world at the In- 
carnation. ‘The preposition dzrd 
marks a separation and not the 
source. Contrast vil. 42, note. 

4, eye. éx t. Seer. x. TH... «| 
He riseth from the supper, and 
layeth aside... There is nothing 
to indicate the occasion of the 
action. The phrase implies that 
the supper was already begun, 
so this feet-washing cannot have 
answered to that before the meal. 
We may assume that it was a 
parable in action exhibited in 
order to illustrate some thought 


of the coming kingdom which had 
just found expression, Compare 
Luke xxii. 24 ff. (Matt. xviii. 1ff.). 
For this reason each step in the 
act of service is noted with the 
particularity of an eye-witness : 
the rising from among the group 
(éy. éx), the laying aside the upper 
robes (iudria), the taking the 
towel, the girding, the pouring 
out of the water, the washing, 
the wiping. When Christ serves, 
He serves perfectly. 

AaB.... éavrdv| The form of 
expression emphasises the pre- 
paration by Himself. Compare 
Luke xii. 37, xvii. 8, and ch. 
xxi. 18, with Acts xii. 8. ‘ Quid 
mirum si precinxit se linteo qui 
formam servi accipiens habitu in- 
ventus est ut homo?” (Aug. adloc.) 

5. tra] Then, xix. 27, xx. 27. 

Bada] mittit v.; poureth. 
This word is rendered by E. V. 
in the same connexion elsewhere 
put; Matt. ix. 17 and parallels. 

cis r. vert. | into the bason which 
stood ready for this accustomed 
use, Comp. 2 Kings iii. 11. 

npé. virt.| The actual scene is 
broken up into parts, just as all 
the details of preparation had 
been separately noticed. Comp. 
Gen. xviii. 4, xix, 2, xxiv. 32, 
xliii. 24; Judges xix. 21; 1 Tim. 
v. 10. Rabbinic commentators 
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héyer avT@ “Incovs “O dedovpevos 


1 Tnsert éxetvos NCADLITA. 


dwelt on the significance of Ezek. 
xvi.9. ‘Among men,” they said, 
‘“‘the slave washes his master; but 
with God it is not so.” Compare 
Lightfoot and Wetstein, ad loc. 

6. épy. obv . . .] So he cometh 

. as He passed round, or rather 
as He began to pass round, the 
circle of the disciples. There is 
nothing to support the old notion 
that the action began with Judas. 
It is more natural to suppose that 
the Lord began with St. Peter. 
In that case his refusal to accept 
the service is more intelligible 
than it would be if others had 
already accepted it. 

dey. att.| The abruptness of 
the clause suits the vivid nar- 
rative. 

ov pov vit. T. 700.;| tu mihi 
lavas pedes?v. The position of the 
pronouns brings out the sharp 
contrast of the persons. The 
thought of the kind of service 
is subordinated to the fact of 
service rendered by the Master 
to the servant, 

4 O-€ op. .| The 
chasm heewien the thoughts of 


the Lord and of the disciple is » 


marked by the emphatic pro- 
nouns, 


The meaning of the act could 


not be understood till the Lord ~ 


was glorified. The interpreta- 
tion depended on a full view of 
His Person and His work. Know- 
ledge as absolute and complete 
(ape oldas) is contrasted with the 
knowledge which is geince by 
slow experience (yvaon, “ thou 
shalt learn” or ‘“ understand”). 
Comp. iii. 10, 11, note. 

pera Tatra] ili. 22, v. 1, 14, vi. 
1, vii. 1, xix. 38, xxi. 1. In these 


placesreference is made to a group 


of incidents, and not to one single 
scene. We must then under- 
stand here by “these things ” 
all the circumstances of the 


Passion which was now begun. 


Even the interpretation given 
in vv. 12 ff. was only partially 
intelligible, until Christ’s sacri- 
fice of Himself was completed. 
Perfect knowledge began with 
the day of Pentecost. 

8. Oi py... « eis T. aidva| St. 
Peter takes up*the thought of 
pera tadta. Nothing, he would 
argue, can ever alter my position 
in regard to my Lord. This is 
fixed eternally. Thou shalt not 
wash my feet while the world 
lasts, He assumed that he could 
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egirded. So he cometh to Simon Peter. He saith 


7to him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 
to him, What 


answered. and_ said 


Jesus 
thou 


lerdo 


knowest not now; but thou shalt understand here- 


s after '. 
my feet. 


othou hast no part with me. 


Peter saith to him, Thou shalt never” wash 
Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, 


Simon Peter saith to 


him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 


Jesus 


saith to him, He that is bathed 


1 Jit. after these things. 


2007) NOt ayes 


~ foresee all; hence his reverence 


takes the form of self-will, just 
_as in the corresponding incident 
in Matt. xvi. 22, where also his 
self-willed reverence for Christ, as 
He interpreted His office, brings 
down a stern reproof. 
EBay pay vay... .| Christ meets 
the confidence of the Apostle 
with a declaration of the necessary 
separation which must ensue 
from the want of absolute sub- 
mission. ‘Unless I render thee 
this service, unless, that is, thou 
veceivest that which I offer, even 
when thou canst not understand 
my purpose, thou hast no part 
The first condition 
of discipleship is self-surrender. 
It appears to be foreign to 
the context to introduce any 
direct reference to the washing 
in Christ’s blood (see vv. 13 ff). 
‘Though, as Cyril says, we may 
see some such thought suggested 
by the words, © 
vup. ce] wash thee, not thy feet. 
Christ Himself chooses the 
manner in which He accomplishes 
the work which is effectual for 
the whole and not for a part. 


“ovx ex. pep. . « «| thou hast no— 


while the world lasts. 


part . . . thou hast no share in 
my kingdom, as a faithful soldier 
in the conquests of his captain. 
Comp. Matt. xxiv. 51; Deut. xii. 
L2pixiv. 27 3 Pe N18: 

9. St. Peter, with character- 
istic impulsiveness, still answers 
in the same spirit as before. 
Just as he had wished to define 
what the Lord should not do, so, - 
now he wishes to define the 
manner in which that should be 
done which he admitted to be 
necessary. He would extend in 
detail to every part the action 
which Christ designed to fulfil 
in one way according to His 
Own will. 

10. The reply of the Lord 
introduces a new idea. From 
the thought of the act of service 
as such, we are led to the thought 
of the symbolic meaning of the 
special act as a process of cleans- 
ing. The “ washing” of a part 
of the body, feet, or hands, or 
head, is contrasted with the 
“bathing” of the whole.. The 
“washing” in itself does not 
mark an essential change, but is 
referred to the total change 
already wrought. He that is 
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12 


150 GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [Cx. XIII 


ouK ever ypetav [el pr) TOs Tddas' | vilkaoOar, aAN EoTW 
XN 9 ‘\ e A , =) > > > AN ‘6 
Kafapos odos’ Kal vets KaBapolt eote, GAN OvYXL TaVTES. 
nO a X\ PS 5 , EME A 5 x a 4} 9 
yoe. yap TOV mapadLoovTa avTOV’ Ota TOTO ElTEV OTL 
Ovyi mdvres Kafapot é€ote. “Ore ovv evupey Todvs Tddas 
3 ~ \ yx AQ ¢ , 3 lat \ > zy /, 
avTov Kat ehaBev TA lwaTLA avTOV Kal aveTevev, TAL 
elmey avtots TwaoKete Tt memoinka vpw; dvpels ho- 


vetté pe “O dvddcKaros Kat “O xKuptos, Kal Kaos 


héyere, cil yap. el ovv eyo evufa vay Tors mddas 
6 KUplos Kal 6 diuddoKados, Kal” vets dhetheTe GAAHOV 
, ‘\ / e , ‘ ¥ e lanl 7 

vinTew TOvS Todas’ UTddELypa yap eOMKa Vly wa 


1 ei ph ros médas BC*KL; 4 rods médas AC°E*GLA; rods médas EF ; 
Thy Kepadjy ... el uh Tods mOdas udvoy D; vivaocAa (without prefix) XN. 


2 
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bathed (6 XeXovpevos) needeth not 
save to wash (vipacba) his feet. 

Some important authorities 
omit «i pi Tovs wodas. If this 
reading be adopted the emphasis 
will lie on needeth not (oik eve 
xpelav). The after-cleansing may 
be an act of divine love, but it 
is not to be required at man’s 
will. The form of the verb in 
some degree suggests this turn 
of meaning. It is not “to be 
washed,” corresponding with the 
former phrase, but “to wash 
himself,” or “to wash bis own 
feet” (Matt. xv. 2; Mark vii. 3). 
But it is more probable that the 
omission was occasioned by the 
difficulty of reconciling the phrase 
with ‘‘ clean every whit.” 

If, however, the common read- 
ing be retained, the sense will 
be that the limited cleansing, 
as now symbolised, is all that is 
needed. He whois bathed needs, 
so to speak, only to remove the 
stains contracted in the walk of 
life; just as the guest, after 
the bath, needs only to have 
the dust washed from his feet 


when he reaches the house of 
his host. 

kal. dros] mundus totus v. 
The partial and superficial de- 
filements, of hands, or head, or 
feet, do not alter the general 
character. The man, as a whole, 
the man as man, is clean. 

0 een Peteie ovxi zavt.| The 
thought of the partial defilement 
of the person passes into the 
thought of the partial defilement 
of the society. The apostles as 
a body were clean. The presence 
of one traitor, the stain-spot to 
be removed, did not alter the 
character of the company any 
more than the partial soiling 
of the feet alters the essential 
cleanness of the man. 

Taken in this connexion the 
passage throws light on the doc- 
trine of the holiness of the visible 
Church. And this the more be- 
cause it seems impossible not 
to see in the word bathed, as 
contrasted with washed, a fore- 
shadowing of the idea of Christian 
Baptism (Heb. x. 22; comp. 
Eph. v. 26; Titus iii. 5). There 
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ware not all clean. 
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needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 


u whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 


For he knew 


him that was betraying him; therefore said he, Ye 


So when he had washed their feet, 


and taken his garments, and sat down again, he said 


unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye 


call me, Teacher, and, Lord: and ye say well; for 


If I then, the Lord:and the Teacher, washed 


your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 


is, however, no evidence to show 
that the apostles themselves were 
baptized unless with John’s bap- 
tism. The “bathing” in their 
case consisted in direct inter- 
course and union with Christ. 
For them this one special act of 
service was but an accessory to 
the continuous love of that com- 
panionship. (Comp. xv. 3.) 

11. +r. rapadd. air.| The act 
of treason was already in pro- 
cess. Contrast vi. 64 (fut.), vi. 
71, xii. 4. The rendering “ be- 
tray” adds something to the 
force of the original word. The 
word poddrns is applied to 
Judas only in Luke vi. 16. 
Elsewhere the word used of him 
is some part of the verb zapa- 
SiSdvat, and not of wpodiddvas. 

Sia tour. ei... .| The addition 
is quite natural if the writer's 
vivid recollection of the scene 
carries him back to the time 
when the words arrested the 
attention before they were fully 
intelligible. Otherwise it is 
difficult to account for the ob- 
vious explanation. No one who 


had always been familiar with 


the whole history would have 
added them. 


1 For I gave you an example, that as I did to you, 


12. Twwor....;] Know ye... ? 
Do you apprehend, perceive, 
understand the meaning of ...? 
See v. 7. 

13. ‘O diSack. x. Oxup.] Teacher, 
and Lord. . According to the 
common titles Habbi and Mar, 
corresponding with which the 
followers were “disciples” or 
“servants” (v. 16). 

14, ci otvéyo...| If J, the one 
who am by confession supreme, 
washed even now your feet... . 

édethere . . .| debetisv. The 
obligation is of a debt incurred: 
Matt. xxiii. 16, 18. Comp. ch. 
xix. 7; 1 John ii. 6, iii, 16, iv. 
11; Luke xvii. 10; Rom. xv. I, 
etc. The interpretation given is 
thus that of the duty of mutual 
subjection and _ service, and 
specially with a view to mutual 
purifying. Comp. 1 Pet. v. 5. 


15. trodery. y. edwk. « . «| ex- 
emplum enim dedi... v. ‘Three 
different words are rendered 


“example” in the New Testa- 
ment, The word trddevypa is ap- 
plied to separate, isolated subjects 
(comp. Heb, iv, 11, viii. 5, ix. . 
23; James v. 10; 2 Pet. ii. 6). 
Contrast 1 Cor. x. 6, 11 (rvzos) ; 
Jude 7 (detypa). 
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It will be observed that the 
example of Christ is always 
offered in connexion with some 
form of self-sacrifice. 

iva Kal. ey... K. Dpeis . . | 
that as I did to you, ye also do. 
The parallel is between “I” and 
*‘ ye,” and hence the words ‘to 
one another” are not added. 

The custom of ‘‘ feet-washing ” 
has been continued in various 
forms in the Church. See 
Bingham, xu. 4, § 10. By a 
decree (Can. 3) of the xviith 
Council of Toledo (694) it was 
made obligatory on the Thursday 
in Holy Week ‘throughout the 
Churches of Spain and Gaul” 
(pedes unusquisque pontificum 
seu sacerdotum, secundum hoc 
sacrosanctum exemplum, suorum 
lavare studeat subditorum). In 
1530 Wolsey washed, wiped, and 
kissed the feet of 59 poor men 
at Peterborough (Cavendish, Life, 
i. p. 242). The practice was 
continued by English sovereigns 
till the reign of James II. ; and 
as late as 1731 the Lord High 
Almoner washed the feet of the 
recipients of the royal gifts at 
Whitehall on “‘ Maundy Thurs- 
day.” The present custom of 
“ the feet-washing ” in St. Peter’s 
is well known. The practice was 


retained by the Mennonites ; and 
also by the United Brethren, 
among whom it has now fallen 
into disuse. There is an in- 
teresting account of Lanfrance’s 
rule at- Bec in Church’s Anselm, 
pp. 49 ff. The ancient English 
usage is illustrated by Chambers, 
Divine Worship in England, p. 
xxvi. The Roman Service is 
given by Daniel, Cod. Lit. i. 412. 

16. dp. dp.| The words, as 
usual, preface the new lesson. 

ovk €or. dovrA. . . .| Comp. 
Matt. x. 24; (Luke vi. 40). 

aroot.| one that is sent—an 
apostle. 

17. citavt. oid. . . .] the lessons 
conveyed by the feet-washing. 
The ‘‘ knowledge” here is that 
which a man has and not that 
which he acquires. 

paxap. ...] beati...v. The 
word paxdpuor is that used in the 
“ beatitudes.” Knowledge is a 
blessing as the help to action. 
There is a Jewish saying: “If a 
man knows the Law but does 
not do thereafter, it had been 
better for him that he had not 
come into the world” (Shemoth 
R. quoted by Wiinsche). 

18. ov wept wavr. . . .| The 
treachery of Judas was as yet 
manifest only to Christ; but to 
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isye also do. Verily, verily, I say to you, A servant 
is not greater than his lord; neither one that is sent 
wgreater than he that sent him. If ye know these 
isthings, blessed are ye if ye do them. I speak not 
of you all: I know whom I chose: but that the 
scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth my bread 
lifted up his heel against me. From henceforth I 
tell you before it come to pass, that, when it is 
come to pass, ye may believe that I am. Verily, 


Him all was clear and open. 
For Judas knowledge would not 
issue in the happiness of doing. 

éy. oid. tw. eed. | I know whom 
I chose, and so I know that even 
of these twelve chosen one is false 
(vi. 70). The choice here spoken 
of is the historical choice to the 
apostolate. The thought of 
* election. to salvation” is quite 
foreign to the context. Hence 
the stress lies on J know, There 
was no surprise to Christ in the 
faithlessness of Judas, though 
there was to others. See Addi- 
tional Note. 

GAN Wa. . .| but my choice 
was so made that .. . or more 
generally, bué this has so come 
to pass that. . . (xix. 36). There 
is a necessary correspondence 
between the fortunes of the 
servants of God at all times. It 
was necessary that Christ should 
fulfil in His own experience what 
David (or perhaps Jeremiah) had 
felt of the falseness of friends. 

The words may also be taken: 
“but, that the scripture may be 
fulfilled, he that...” This 
construction, however, seems to 
be less natural and obscures the 
contrast, 

‘O tpwy. ...| He that eateth 
my bread ,., The phrase means 


simply, my friend bound to me 
by the closest and most sacred 
ties. 

The Greek text of this quota- 
tion (Ps. xli. 9) in St. John 
closely renders the Hebrew. See 
Introd. 

ernp.. ..| lifted up... The 
notion is that of brute violence, 
and not of the cunning of the 
wrestler. 

19. da apri| a modov. ; from 
henceforth, Matt. xxvi. 64. 
Hitherto the Lord had borne His 
sorrow in secret. Now it was 
necessary to anticipate the bit- 
terness of disappointment. The 
crisis was reached from which 
silence henceforward was im- 
possible, Comp. Matt. xxvi. 64 ; 
ch. xiv. 7. 

mpo tT. yev.| before it come to 
pass, that . . . that is, in order 
that what might have seemed to 
be a fatal miscarriage, should be 
shown to have been within the 
range of the Master’s foresight. 
Thus the disciples would be en- 
abled to trust in Him absolutely. 
His knowledge was not only of 
the main fact but of the details. 


iva mrurr. . Ore ey. cip.| 
Comp. vii. 24, note. 
20. dy. dp... .] The verse 


appears to contain the converse 
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truth to v. 16, arising, how- 
ever, directly out of v. 19. The 
knowledge of the Master’s great- 
ness furnishes the measure of 
the envoy’s greatness. If the 
treachery of one shook the con- 
fidence of the others, the assur- 
ance of what their office truly 
was served to restore it. Comp. 
Matt. x. 40; and especially Luke 
xxii. 24—30. 


2. The separation of the selfish 
apostle (21—30) 

The act of complete sacrifice 
was followed by an act of 
righteous judgement. Service 
rests on love. Apostasy is the 
fruit of self-seeking. To the 
last Judas appears to take to 
himself honour without mis- 
giving (v. 26). The details 
(vv. 22, 24, 25) continue to 
reflect the vivid impressions of 
an eye-witness. 

21. érap. r. rvev.] Compare xi. 
33, xu. 27, which are, however, 
both different. The emotion 
belongs to the highest region, as 
it is called out by the prospect 
of a spiritual catastrophe. This 
agony is peculiar to St. John. 
“Pereant argumenta _philoso- 
phorum,” Augustine exclaims, 


> 
ava- 


“qui negant in sapientem cadere 
perturbationes animorum.” 

evapr.| Comp. iv. 44. The 
revelation is here made with 
solemn assurance, where theclear 
statement follows the general 
warnings in vv. 10,11. At the 
same time the effect upon the 
disciples is different. They seek 
now for some explanation of the 
words. 

22. éBdrer. cis GdA, of pad.| 
aspiciebant ergo ad invicem dis- 
cipuli v. The words give 
vivid reminiscence of the actual 
scene. The first effect of the 
Lord’s words was silent amaze- 
ment and perplexity. 

aropoup. | haesitantes v. ‘Their 
consciousnessof innocence,” as has 
been well said, ‘‘ was less trust- 
worthy than the declaration of 
Christ.” The word dzopetoGar 
occurs Luke xxiv. 4; Acts xxv. 
20; 2 Cor. iv. 8; Gal. iv. 20; 
and expresses rather bewilder- 
ment than simple doubt. The 
parallel in Luke xxii. 23 shows 


that the rendering ‘about 
whom ” and not ‘ about what” 
is right. 


23. fv dvaxey. ... év T. KOA. T. 
Ino.]| erat ergo recumbens. . . in 
sinw Jesu v, At this time, and 


_ 2 Shall betray me. 
doubting of whom he spake. 





25 Speaketh. 
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verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever 


I send receiveth me; 


2 receiveth him that sent me. 


and he that receiveth me 


When Jesus had thus 


said, he was troubled in the spirit, and testified, and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you 


The disciples looked one on another, 


There was at table 


_ reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom 
_ «Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoneth to him, 
and saith to him, Tell us who it is of whom he 


for some time before and after, 
the Jews appear to have adopted 
the Western mode of reclining 
at meals. Lightfoot (ad loc.) 
quotes Talmudic glosses which 
show that the guests lay resting 
on their left arms, stretched 
obliquely, so that the back of 
the head of one guest lay in the 
bosom of the dress of the guest 
above him. If three reclined 
together the centre was the place 
of honour, the second place that 
above (to the left), the third that 
below (to the right). If the 
chief person wished to talk with 
the second it was necessary for 
him to raise himself and turn 
round, for his head was turned 
away as he reclined. St, Peter, 
then, sitting in the second place, 
was not in a favourable position 
for hearing any whisper from 
the . Lord, which would fall 
naturally on the ears of St. 
John, 

This very incident, therefore, 
in which it has been supposed 
that St. John claims precedence 
over St. Peter, shows, on the 
contrary, that he sets himself 


‘second to him, 


He leaning back, as he was, on Jesus’ 


ov wy. ...| quem diligebat... 
Ve AexIX ss OM XI ds eine LS 
word in xx. 2 is édiAe, and 
marks a different relationship 
(see note there). The title is 
first used here, and is naturally 
suggested by the recollection of 
this special incident. It marks 
an acknowledgement of love and 
not an exclusive enjoyment of 
love. Comp. xiil. 1, 34, xv. 12, 
xi, 5. 

24. vever| innuit v. ; beckoneth 
(Acts xxiv. 10), as the eyes of 
the disciples were turned in sur- 
prise from one to another. 

Eizé tis éor. . . .] St. Peter 
thought that the Lord had 
already revealed to St, John in 


‘an undertone the name of the 


false apostle, 

25. dvarrec. éxeivos . ...] cum 
recubuisset ille supra pectus Jesu 
v. The phrase marks the recol- 
lection of an eye-witness. The 
sudden movement  (dvarecov 
é) is contrasted with the posi- 
tion (dvaxeipevos év) at the table 
(otrws, as he was, iv. 6); the 
‘bosom ” (év tO KoArw), the full 
fold of the robe, with the “breast” 
(éri 75 or7nOos), the actual body. 
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Before this change of posture 
the disciple was so placed as to 
hear a whisper from the Lord, 
but not so as to address Him 
easily. The act rather than the 
place at table was preserved in 
tradition, xxi. 20. Polycr. ap. 
Euseb. H, H. v. 24; Iren. iii. 1 ; 
Euseb. H. #. v. 8. Hence the 
title “the disciple that leant 
on Christ’s breast” (6 émorn- 


Oios). Comp. Routh, Rell. Sac. 
i, 42. 

26. azox. ovv . . .| Jesus there- 
fore answereth . . . The question 


was not now to be put aside, but 
it was answered only for those 
who put it. 

"Exew. or, @ éy. . . .| ille est, 
curt ego wintinctum panem por- 
rexero v.; He wt is, for whom I 
shall dip (cf. Ruth ii. 14) the sop 
and givert him. The emphatic pro- 
noun marks the significance of the 
action. It is an Eastern custom 
at present for the host to give 


2? Omit 6 BM. 
4 Omit T6 B. 
® Omit 6é B, 


a small ball of meat to the guest 
whom he wishes to honour, The 
reference here may be to this 
custom. By this act, which is 
not mentioned in the other 
Gospels, Christ answered the 
question of St. John, Matt. xxvi. 
25. Comp. Matt. xxvi. 23; 
Mark xiv. 20. 

27. pera TO Wop. Tore... 
Sar.] Comp. Luke xxii. 3. In 
that passage is the beginning 
(comp. v. 2), in this, the con- 
summation of the design. Judas 
in his self-will appears to have 
interpreted the mark of honour 
so as to confirm him in his 
purpose, so St. John emphasises 
the moment: after the sop then 
. . . at that moment the conflict 
was decided. It is to be noticed 
that the pronoun here and in 
v. 30 (ékeivos) isolates Judas and 
sets him as it were outside the 
company. Satan is mentioned 
here only in the Gospel. The 





o7 Iscariot. 


2s doest, do quickly. 


VER. 26—30] 


26 breast saith to him, Lord, who is it ? 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


* 
157 


Jesus therefore 


answereth, He it is, for whom I shall dip the sop, 


and give it him. 


So having dipped the sop, he 


taketh it and giveth it to Judas, the son of Simon 


him. Jesus’ therefore 


20for what intent he spake this to him. 


saith 


And after the sop, then entered Satan into 


to him, That thou 


Now no man at the table knew 


For 


some 


thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus said 
to him, Buy what things we have need of for the 
feast ; or, that he should give something to the poor. 


and it was night. 


verb <icepyouar is used of evil 
spirits in Matt. xii. 45; Mark 
v. 12f.; Luke viii. 30 ff., xi. 26. 
Comp. Rev. xi. 11. 

Ney. ov . . .] Jesus therefore 
saith . . . knowing the final re- 
solve of Judas, 

*O mroeis rot. tax.| The work 
was in essence already begun. 
Therefore the Lord now removes 
the traitor from His presence. 
The command is not to do the 
deed as if that were any longer 
uncertain, but to do in a parti- 
cular way what is actually being 
done. Repentance is no longer 
possible: and Christ welcomes 
the issue for Himself. These 
words were spoken openly ; those 
in 24—26 secretly. 

28. ovdeis . . .] Vo man... 
not even St. John, who did not 
connect this injunction with the 
announcement which he had just 
received. 

29. rwes yép.. .| They were 
so far from a suspicion of the 
true import of the words that 


soSo he having taken the sop, went out straightway : 


they interpreted them in different 
ways. 

tT. yAwooox.}| Comp. xii. 6. 

*"Ayopac. . . . eis tT. €op.| The 
words show that the meal cannot 
have been the passover, More- 
over, if it had been, Judas would 
not have left while the meal was 
as yet unfinished. 

7. mrwx.| xii. 5 ff.; Gal. ii. 
10 


30. AaB. otv . . .] The word 
AaBov marks that Judas on 
his part appropriated the gift, 
which, from the repeated men- 
tion, was evidently significant. 
Compare xx, 22, vii. 39, i. 12, 
v. 43, ete. 

nv 6. v0é] The words cannot 
but mark the contrast of the 
light within with the outer dark- 
ness into which Judas “ went 
forth.” Compare Rev. xxi. 25, 
xxi. D5 I .Thesa;.v, 5; (ch. ix. 
4, xi. 10). See also Luke 
xxii. 53. “Hrat autem nox: 
et ipse qui exivit erat nox” 
(Aug. ad loc.). 
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II. THe Last Discourses 
(xiii. 31—xvi.) 


The last discourses of the 
Lord are divided into two por- 
tions by the change of place at 


the close of ch. xiv. Thus we 
have 

i. THe DIscoURSES IN THE 
Uprer Room (xiii. 31—xiv. 
31). 

ii, THe DiscouRSES ON THE 


Way (xv., xvi.). 

These two groups of revela- 
tions, while they have much in 
common, are distinguished both 
by their external form and by a 
pervading difference of scope. 
The first group consists in a 
great degree of answers to indi- 
vidual apostles. St. Peter (xiii. 
36), St. Thomas (xiv. 5), St. 
Philip (xiv. 8), and St. Jude 
(xiv. 22), propose questions to 
which the Lord replies. In the 
second group the case is far 
different. After the little com- 
pany had left the room a solemn 
awe seems to have fallen upon 
the eleven (comp. Mark x. 32), 
They no longer dared to ask 
what they desired to know (xvi. 
17) ; and when they spoke it was 
as a body, with an imperfect 
confession of grateful faith (xvi. 
29f.). This outward difference 
between the two groups corre- 
sponds with an inward difference. 
In the first group the thought of 


separation, and of union in 
separation, predominates. In 
the second group the main 


thought is of the results of 
realised union, and of conflict 


2 Insert ef 6 beds edokdc On ev ait@ NCAC'TA. 


carried on to victory. This pro- 
gress in the development of the 
central idea of the discourses 
influences the treatment of the 
subjects which are common to 
the two sections, This will 
appear clearly when the parallel 
teaching on the “ new command- 
ment ” of love (xiii. 34, xiv. 15, 
21, 23:f. 5; comp.) XV. 9 f.,2h0), 
on the world (xiv, 22 ff.; comp. 
xv. 18 ff.; xvi. 1 ff.), on the 
Paraclete (xiv. 16 f., 25 f.; 
comp. xv. 26, xvi. 8 ff.), and on 
Christ’s coming (xiv. 3, 18, 28; 
comp. xvi. 16, 22) is examined 
in detail. 

These last discourses in St. 
John bear the same relation to 
the fourth Gospel as the last 
eschatological discourses to the 
Synoptic Gospels (Matt. xxiv. ; 
Mark xiii.; Luke xxi.), The 
two lines of thought which they 
represent are complementary, 
and answer to the circumstances 
by which they were called out. 
Speaking in full view of the city 
and the temple the Lord natur- 
ally dwelt on the revolutions 
which should come in the organi- 
sation of nations and the out- 
ward consummation of His king- 
dom. Speaking in the Upper 
Room and on the way to Gethse- 
mane to the eleven, now separ- 
ated from the betrayer, He dwelt 
rather on the inward consumma- 
tion of His work and on the 
spiritual revolution which was 
to be accomplished. In the last 
case the situation no less than 
the teaching was unique. See 
Introduction, 
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When therefore he was gone out, Jesus saith, Now 
was the Son of man glorified, and God was glorified 


1. THE DIscouRSES IN THE UPPER 
Room (xiii, 31—xiv. 31) 


This first group of discourses 
may be arranged naturally in 
four sections : 

1. Separation: its necessity 
and issue (xiii. 31—38). 

2. Christ and the Father (xiv. 
1—11). 

3. Christ and the disciples 
(xiv. 12—21). 

4. The law and the progress 
of Revelation (xiv. 22—31). 


1. Separation : its necessity 
and issue (xiii, 31—38) 


This first section of the Lord’s 
final revelation of Himself and 
of His work contains in germ 
the main thoughts which are 
afterwards unfolded. He de- 
clares (vv. 31—35) His victory 
(vv. 31, 32), His departure (v. 
33), the characteristic of His 
Society (vv. 34, 35); and then, 
by the example of St. Peter, He 
lays open the need of long and 
painful discipline for the disciples, 
in order that they may realise 
at last fellowship with Him 
(vw. 36—38). The central idea 
is that of separation, its nature, 
its necessity, its consequences ; 
so that the whole current of the 
discourses flows directly from the 
historical position with which 
they are connected. 

In this section, as afterwards, 
the absence of connecting par- 
ticles is a characteristic feature 
of the narrative. 

31. “Ore ody . . . Aey. “Ino.] 
The departure of Judas marked 
the crisis of the Lord’s victory. 
By this the company was finally 


“cleansed” (v. 10): and not only 
was the element of evil expelled, 
but it was used for the fulfilment 
of its appropriate part. 

eéy\0.| The departure was the 
free act of Judas, Contrast ix. 
34 (€€€Badov). 

Noy ...| This “now,” with 
which the Lord turns to the 
faithful eleven, expresses at once 
the feeling of deliverance from 
the traitor’s presence and His 
free acceptance of the issues of 
the traitor’s work. Judas was 
the representative of that spirit 
of wilful self-seeking which was 
the exact opposite of the spirit 
of Christ. By his removal, there- 
fore, the conflict with evil which 
Christ had sustained in His 
human nature (the Son of man) 
was essentially decided. As very 
Man and the representative of 
humanity He had finally over- 
come. At the moment when 
Judas went out, charged to 
execute his purpose, the Passion, 
as the supreme act of self-sacri- 
fice, was virtually accomplished. 

edo€.| clarificatus est v.; was 
glorified. Perfect self-sacrifice 
even to death, issuing in the 
overthrow of death, is the truest 
“ glory” (comp. xii, 23 f., x. 17 
fey ncompey Vile oos) Xi, 6, > XVil: 
5). Even the disciple in his 
degree “ glorifies God” by his 
death (xxi, 19). Hence the 
attainment of glory by the Son 
of man is rightly spoken of as 
past in relation to the spiritual 
order, though it was yet future 
in its historical realisation. The 
thought throughout these last 
discourses is of the decisive act 
by which the Passion had been 
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embraced. The redemptive work 
of Christ essentially was com- 
pleted (xvii. 4, etc.). 

6 vi. 7. avO.| This title, as has 
been already implied, is the key 
to the interpretation of the 
passage. The words are spoken 
of the relation of “the Son of 
man” to “ God,” and not of that 
of ‘the Son” to “the Father.” 

x. 0 Oe, éb0&. ev ait, | The divine 
counsel (if we may so speak) 
was justified in Christ as man. 
Comp. xix. 13, xvii. 4. 

32. x. 0 Oe, d0€.... kK. €b6. S08. 
...| The “glory” realised in 
absolute sacrifice must necessarily 
be regarded under two aspects, 
subjectively and objectively, The 
inward victory carried with it 
the outward triumph. Even as 
God was glorified in the Son of 
man, aS man, when He took 
to Himself willingly the death 
which the traitor was preparing, 
so also it followed that God 
would glorify the Son of man in 
His own divine Being, by taking 
up His glorified humanity to 
fellowship with Himself (Acts 
vii. 55). This second clause is 
the complement of the first, 
edogacbn . . . dogdce, not separ- 
able from it in the divine counsel, 
though distinguished in man’s 
apprehension. The glory of 
Christ is one, whether it is seen 
in the Betrayal, or in the Cross, 
or in the Resurrection, or in the 
Ascension, Hach fact contem- 
plated in its true character in- 
cludes all. Comp. Phil. ii. 9. 

év avr.| The preposition marks 


‘\ (dee oa) id yy 
Kat vy €yw apTe. 


évTohynv 


unity of being, and not simply 
unity of position (rapa col, xvii. 
5). The “in Him” here cor- 
responds with “forth from Him ” 
(é€€ adrod) in ch. xvi. 28, 

evOvs| continuo v. The suffer- 
ings and the glories (1 Pet, i. 11) 
henceforth followed one another 
in unbroken succession. Comp. 


xii. 23. 


33. Christ’s revelation of the 
nature of the crisis as affecting 
Himself, is followed by a reve- 
lation of it as affecting His 
disciples. The realisation of His 
heavenly glory involved His with- 
drawal from earch. The time 
therefore was come in which it 
was necessary for Him to an- 
nounce His departure to those 
who were nearest to Him, as He 
had done before with another 
purpose to the Jews. In this 
His friends and His enemies 
were alike, that they could not, 
being what they were, follow 
Him. 

Texvia| filioli v.; little children. 
This word occurs here only in 
the Gospels (xxi. 5, radia); but 
in 1 John it is found six (or 
seven) times: in Gal. iv. 19 the 
reading is doubtful. The word 
(like réxvov, i. 12, note) empha- 
sises the idea of kinsmanship ; 
and the diminutive conveys an 
expression at once of deep affec- 
tion and also of solicitude for 
those who as yet are immature. 
By using it here the Lord marks 
the loving spirit of the com- 
munication which He makes, 
and assures those whom He 
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sin him; and God shall glorify him in himself, and 
_ssstraightway shall he glorify him. 
yet a little while I am with you. 


Little children, 
Ye shall seek me: 


and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot 
~s1come; so now I say to you. A new commandment 


leaves of His tender sympathy 
with them in their bereavement. 
At the same time He indicates 
that they stand to Him in a 
relation corresponding with that 
in which He stands to the Father: 
comp. x. 14, xiv. 20, xvii. 21, 23. 

éru pu. . . .] yet a little while, 
ae. it is but for a little while 
that I am with you: the moment 
of separation is at hand. Comp. 
vii. 33. 

“ntno. pe] Ye shall seek me, in 
the coming times of trial after 
the Passion, ant after the Resur- 
rection, and after the Ascension, 
and even to the consummation 
of the age, in the manifold lone- 
liness of toil, Comp. Luke xvii. 
22. It must be noticed that 
the second clause, which was 
addressed to the Jews, ‘“‘and ye 
shall not find me” (vii. 34), is 
not added here. The search of 
the disciples, if in sorrow, would 
not be finally in vain. The 
words recorded in Luke xxii. 35, 
36 point to a similar contrast 
between the position of the 
disciples with the Lord and 
their position without Him, 
Augustine’s epigrammatic com- 
ment is most worthy of notice : 
“ Queeramus inveniendum ; que- 
ramus inventum, Ut invenien- 
dus queratur, occultus est; ut 
inventus queratur, immensus 
est, . . . Satiat querentem in 
quantum capit, et invenientem 
capaciorem facit .. .” 

xa, eiz, | vii, 21, Comp. vii. 34. 


VOL. 1. 


tT. Iovd.] iv. 22, xviii. 20, 36, 
note, 

aptt| Of the two particles which 
are rendered “now,” vov marks 
a point of time absolutely ; and 
aptt (Vulg. modo) marks a point 
of time relatively to past and 
to future, and thus includes 
the notion of development or 
progress, Comp. ix. 19, 25 (dpre), 
21 (viv), and see also xiii. 7, xvi. 
12, 31; Rev. xii. 10 (dprv). 

The exact force of the dpr 
here therefore is that, in the 
due advance of the divine plan, 
the time was come for the dis- 
ciples to learn that they must 
be left behind by their Master. 

34, 35. The announcement of 
the coming separation leads to 
the indication of its purpose. 
The season of bereavement was 
to be a season of spiritual growth. 
To this end Christ gave a com- 
mandment fitted to lead His 
disciples to appropriate the 
lessons of His life, and so, by 
realising their true character, to 
follow and to find Him. In 
giving this commandment He 
speaks both as a Master and as 
a Father (v. 33, rexvia) who gives 
instructions to the various mem- 
bers of his household on the 
point of his departure, 

34. evr. kaw... iva dy. adda] 
mandatum novum .. . ut diligatis 
invicem Vv. The last clause is 
commonly taken to convey the 
substance or scope of the com- 
mandment, In this case the 
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“ newness ” of the commandment 
(which was old in the letter, 
Lev. xix. 18; Luke x. 27) must 
be sought in the newness of the 
motive and of the scope, inas- 
much as the example of the self- 
sacrifice of Christ, begun in the 
Incarnation and consummated 
at His death, revealed to men 
new obligations and new powers. 
Comp. 1 John ii. 7f. A man’s 
“neighbour” was at last seen 
to be simply his fellow man 
(Luke x. 36), while this universal 
love was based upon a special 
love realised in the Christian 
society (dAAynAovs). Thus Christ 
was recognised first as the life of 
the Church, and then as the life 
of humanity. In this way the 
full conception of His Person 
was gradually called out, as the 
sense of “ brotherhood” was ful- 
filled in Him, and love became 
active aS an inward power and 
not as a duty imposed, as self- 
sacrifice resting on universal and 
not on relative claims. Nothing 
in the context suggests that the 
intensity of the commandment 
was increased, as if men were 
now to love their neighbours 
more than themselves. 

It has, however, been conjec- 
tured that the ‘new command- 
ment” is the ordinance of the 
Holy Communion which was 


instituted to the end _ that 
Christians ‘might love one 
another,” by recalling in that 


the crowning act of Christ’s 
love. If this be so, the words 
iva dyarare dAXdjAovs give the 


‘4 > A , 4 
Aéyeu ai7@ Xipwv Teézpos 


Kvpte, 


purpose and not the substance 
of the commandment. It is, 
however, ditficult to suppose that 
such an Institution would be 
spoken of as a “ commandment ” 
(evroAn, 1 John ii. 7, iii, 22 tf) ; 
but even if this definite reference 
be not accepted, it seems best to 
preserve the force of the final 
particle as marking the scope 
and not simply the form of the 
new commandment. 

The force of “the new com- 
mandment ” is illustrated by the 
well-known answer of Hillel : 
“That which is hateful to thee 
thou shalt not do to thy neigh- 
bour (comrade, yrand). This is 
the whole Law: the rest is only 
commentary ” (Buxtorf, Lea. s.v. 
1D). The positive and absolute 
takes the place of the negative 
and relative, ; 

* Mandatum novum do vobis, 
ut vos invicem diligatis: non 
sicut se diligunt qui corrumpunt, 
nec sicut se diligunt homines 
quoniam homines sunt ; sed sicut 
se diligunt quoniam dii sunt et 
filii Altissimi omnes, ut sint 
Filio eius unico fratres . . .” 
(Aug. ad loc.) 

évroAnv] This one command- 
ment includes the sum of the 
old Law. Comp. Rom. xiii. 10. 
It is universal in its scope, and 
universal also in its application. 
It belongs to common life. The 
transition from the plural to the 
singular in 1 John ii, 3, 7 is to 
be noticed, 

xaO. qyar. .. .| This clause 
also is ambiguous. It may ex- 


Ver. 35, 36] 
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I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as 


I loved you, that ye also love one another. 


By this 


shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 


shave love one to another. 


press either the character or the 
ground of the love of Christians. 
In the former case it is supposed 
that this clause is transposed 
and placed in the front for em- 
phasis: ‘“‘that ye also may love 
one another even as I have loved 
you,” that is, with absolute de- 
votion, Such a transposition, 
however, is foreign from St. 
John’s manner, and in this in- 
terpretation, kai tpets loses its 
force. Thus it seems better to 
take the clause as parallel with 
evroAnvy Kawyv didwpe tuiv. The 
commandment is thus enforced 
by the example: “TI enjoin the 
precept (or 1 appoint the ordi- 
nance), even as up to this last 
moment I loved you, in order 
that you also, inspired by me, 
may imitate my love, one towards 
another.” Comp. | John iii. 16. 

nyar.| The tense implies that 
Christ’s work is now ideally 
finished, Comp, xv. 9, 12, xvii. 4. 

35. év rov'rw| By the mani- 
festation of love in the Christian 
society (év ddAynAows, Mark ix. 50 ; 
Rom. xv. 5), and not character- 
istically by works of power, the 
Master would be seen to be still 
present with the disciples. Comp. 
1 John iii. 10. 

The well-known anecdote of 
St. John’s extreme old age pre- 
served by Jerome (ad Galat. vi. 
10) is a striking comment on the 
commandment. It is related 
that the disciples of the apostle, 
wearied by his constant repeti- 
tion of the words, ‘ Little chil- 
dren, love one another,” which 


Simon Peter saith to 


was all he said when he was 
often carried into their assembly, 
asked him why he always said 
this. “ Because,” he replied, “ it 
is the Lord’s commandment ; 
and if it only be fulfilled it is 
enough,” 

mavtes| The spectacle of love 
was a witness to the world 
(comp. xiv. 31, xvii. 21), and so 
it was treated by the early 
apologists; as, for example, in 
the famous passage of Tertullian : 
‘Vide, inquiunt, ut invicem se 
diligant, ipsi enim invicem oder- 
unt; et ut pro alterutro mori 
sint parati, ipsi enim ad _ occi- 
dendum alterutrum paratiores 
.. .” (Apol, 39). This idea of 
the witness of Christian love is 
made prominent by the fact that 
the Lord says “all men shall 
perceive (yvwcovrat) that ye are,” 
and not simply “ye shall be.” 
At a later time Chrysostom drew , 
a remarkable picture of the | 
divisions of Christians as hin- 
dering the conversion of the 
heathen (Hom. in Joh. 71 fin.). 

éu.. a.| The form of expres- © 
sion is peculiar and emphatic. 
Comp. xv. 8, iv. 34. This, it is 
implied, was the loftiest title to 
which they aspired. 

36—38. The view of the 
position of the Lord—of His 
victory, His departure, the per- 
petuation of His work—is com- 
pleted by a view of the position 
of the disciples as seen in their 
representative, of their doubts, 
their future attainment, their 
present weakness, 
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36, Aey. air. &. Il. . . . rod 
tr. ;|. . . St. Peter feels rightly 
that the fact of the Lord’s de- 
parture (v. 33) is the central 
point of all that He has just 
said. In the prospect of this 
separation he cannot rest satis- 
fied with the implied promise of 
support and of the realisation by 
the disciples of the character of 
their absent Master. If Christ 
were indeed “ the King of Israel ” 
(comp. xii. 15), where could His 
kingdom be established if not at 
Jerusalem (comp. vii. 35)? How 
could the King leave those who 
had followed Him till He had 
claimed and received His throne ? 
The Latin rendering of the words 
(Domine, quo vadis ?) recalls the 


beautiful legend of St. Peter’s 


martyrdom (Acta Pauli, Hilgfd., 
N. T. extra Can. iv. 72). For 
the incompleteness of St. Peter’s 
question see xvi. 5. His thoughts 
were fixed upon the material 
and not upon the spiritual de- 
parture and following. 

amex. “Ino.| The question itself 
is not directly answered, but 
rather the thought which St. 
Peter cherished as he made it. 
“Let me only know whither 
Thou goest,” he seems to say, 


“and I will go with Thee.” So~ 


the reply of the Lord checks and 


yet encourages the apostle. It 
is enough for him to know 
that he shall follow his Master, 
though not now. It was im- 
possible for him to follow Christ 
at once, because he was as yet 
unfitted. The work which he had 
to accomplish would itself pre- 
pare him for this, and the question 
is mainly one of “ going” and 
‘“‘ following.” The idea of time 
is subordinate here, while it is 
otherwise in v. 37. Comp. Matt. 
xx. 23. Comp. Aug. 7r. 66, 
“Noli extolli presumendo, non 
potes modo: noli dejici desper- 
ando, sequeris postea.” 

If the words are compared 
with the parallel words in viii. 
21 (and supr. v, 33) it will be 
observed that the sharp opposi- 
tion of persons (éyw, duets) is not 
preserved here, In checking the 
disciple the Lord simply points 
out the impossibility of an im- 
mediate following, and does not 
insist on a contrast of character 
which makes the impossibility. 

37. ey. air... K. dua ti... 
dpt.;| St. Peter assumes that 
the way is one of peril, but he 
thinks that he has estimated 
the utmost cost; and even at the 
moment he claims to be ready. 

tT. yox ....Ono.| See x. 11, 
note. ‘The apostle confidently 
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Jesus answered, 


Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but 


pf “7 thou shalt follow afterwards. 
Lord, why cannot I follow thee even now? 
sslay down my life for thee. 
_ thou lay down thy life for me? 


Peter saith to him, 
T will 
Jesus answereth, Wilt 
Verily, verily, I 


say to thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou 


hast denied me thrice. 


believes that he can lay down 
his life for Christ before Christ 
has laid down His life for him. 
At a later time he learnt that 
it was by Christ’s Passion his 
own martyrdom became possible, 
xxi. 18, 19 (Axodovde: por). 

38. dzox. “Ino. T. wy... . 
6yo.;| The exact repetition of St. 
Peter’s words gives a singular 
pathos to the reply. It is as 
if the Lord accepted their essen- 
tial truth, and looked forward 
to, their fulfilment across the 
long years of discipline and trial : 
“ Wilt thou? yea, I know thou 


wilt; yet in a way how different 
from that of which thou art now 
thinking.” Comp, Luke xxii. 
31 ff. In St. Matthew (xxvi. 
33) and St. Mark (xiv. 29) the \ 
prophecy of St. Peter’s denial is 
placed on the way to Gethsemane 
in connexion with the prophecy 
of the general desertion of the 
apostles. This latter warning 
may well have given occasion to 
a second expression of St. Peter's 
individual zeal. Comp. xvi. 32. 
But in the narrative of St. John 
St. Peter does not appear again 
till xviii. 10. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE ON CHAP. XIII. 18 


There are two groups of ex- 
planations of the choice of Judas. 
The first group regard the choice 
from the side of the divine 
counsel; the second from the 
side of the human call. 

1. It is said that he was 
chosen in obedience to God’s will 
in order that he might betray 
Christ ; or, to represent the same 
conception from another point of 
view, in order that the redemp- 
tion might be accomplished 
through his act. 

2. It is said again by some 
that Christ in making His choice 
of Judas did not read the inmost 
depths and issues of his char- 


4 


acter; and by others that seeing 
all distinctly even to the end He 
kept him near to Himself as one 
trusted equally with the others 
of the twelve. 

Both these forms of explanation 
involve partial solutions of in- 
finite problems. 

The question raised by the first 
group leads us at once to the 
final mystery of divine Provi- 
dence. This, as far as we can 
represent it to ourselves, deals 
with general results and not with 
individual wills. 

The question raised by the 
second group leads us at once to 
the final mystery of the union 
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of perfect divinity and perfect 
humanity in the One Person of 
the Lord. And here the records 
of the Gospel lead us to believe 
that the Lord had perfect human 
knowledge realised in a human 
way, and therefore limited in 
some sense, and separable in 
consciousness from His perfect 
divine omniscience. He knew 
the thoughts of men absolutely 
in their manifold possibilities, 
and yet, as man, not in their 
actual future manifestations. 

These two final mysteries are 
not created by the fact that 
Judas was chosen by Christ 
among the twelve. They really 
underlie all religious life, and 
indeed all finite life. For finite 
being includes the possibility 
of sin, and the possibility of 
fellowship between the Creator 
and thejcreature. 

Thus we may be content to 
have this concrete mystery as an 
example—the most terrible ex- 
ample—of the issues of the two 
fundamental mysteries of human 
existence. 





2. Christ and the Father (xiv. 
1—11) 

This section corresponds closely 
in form with that which has gone 
before. The Lord first states 
the goal and the purpose of His 
departure (vv. 1—4); and then 
meets the two crucial diflicul- 
ties which are expressed by St. 
Thomas (w. 5—7) and by St. 


Philip (8—11) as to the reality 
of man’s knowledge of the divine 
end of life. 

Cuap, XIV. 1—4. The suc- 
cession of thought implied in 
these verses is singularly impres- 
sive. The ground idea is that 
of departure, already stated: this 
departure is to the Father’s 
abode, with a view to preparing 
a place for, and then coming 
again to, those who know the 
direction of the journey. 

1. My trop. tp. 7. Kapd.| Let 
not your heart-—-the seat of feel- 
ing and faith (Rom. x. 10)—be 
troubled. Comp. v. 27. There 
had been already much to cause 
alarm on this evening: ch. xiii, 
21 f., 33, 36; and, in particular, 
the last warning (xiii. 38) might 
well shake the confidence of the 
disciples. It is easy, therefore, to 
imagine the sad silence which 
followed that utterance, broken 
at last by these words, which for 
the first time open heaven tofaith. 

tapac.| turbetur v.; v. 27, xii. 
27, xiii. 21. 

mot, eis T. 0. ... muot.| creditis 

. eredite vy. The words are 
ambiguous and can be inter- 
preted (as indeed they have been 
interpreted) in four ways, ac- 
cording as the verbs are taken 
severally as in the indicative or 
imperative mood : *: 

1. Ye believe in God, and if 
this be true, as assuredly it is, 
ye believe also in me. 

2. Ye believe.in God, believe 
also in me. (Vulgate, E.V.) 
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14. Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God, 


2believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 


mansions ; if it were not so, I would have told you; 


3. Believe in God, and (as a 
natural consequence) ye believe 
im me. 

4, Believe in God and believe 
in me. (R.V., mg.) 

The double imperative (4) suits 
the context best. The changed 
order of the object (Believe in 
God and in me believe) marks 
the development of the idea. 
“Believe in God, and yet more 
than this, let your faith find in 
Me one on whom it can rest.” 
In Christ belief in God gained 
a present reality. The simul- 
taneous injunction of faith in 
God and in Christ under the 
same conditions implies the di- 
vinity of Christ (mwrevere cis). 
The belief is “in Christ,” and 
not in any propositions about 
Christ. 

r. 0e.] The successive divine 
titles used in the opening verses 
are significant: God, my Lather 
(v. 2), the Father (v. 6). 

2. ev r. oi. t. wat. p.| In my 
Father’s house. The spiritual and 
eternal antitype of the transi- 
tory temple (ii. 16) in which I 
have the right of a son (comp. 
viii. 36). Even as the earthly 
temple included in its court 
many chambers (1 Kings, vi. 5, 
6, 10; Ezek. xli. 6), so it is to 
be conceived of the heavenly, as 
far as earthly figures can sym- 
bolise that which is spiritual. 
The Homeric description of 
Priam’s palace (Jl. v1. 242 ff) 
may help to give distinctness to 
the image. But it is impossible 
to define further what is thus 
shadowed out. Heaven is where 


God is seen as our Father. We 
dare not add any local limita- 
tion, even in thought, to this 
final conception. And so the 
vision of God sums up all that 
we can conceive of the future 
being of the redeemed. 

pov. woAX.] There is room 
enough for all there: though 
you may find no shelter among 
men (xvi. 1, 2), you shall find it 
amply with my Father. It does 
not appear that there is in this 
place any idea of the variety of 
the resting-places, as indicating 
different limitations of future 
happiness. Such an idea would be 
foreign to the context, though it 
is suggested by other passages of 
Scripture, and was current in 
the Church from the time of 
Tertullian. 

poovat| mansions. The render- 
ing comes from the Vulgate 
mansiones, which were resting- 
places, and especially the ‘‘sta- 
tions” on a great road where 
travellers found refreshment. 
This appears to be the true 
meaning of the word here; so 
that the contrasted notions of 
repose and progress are com- 
bined in this vision of the future. 
The word povy occurs in the New 
Testament only here and in v, 23: 

ei 5€ pn... Ore mop.| Christ 
reminds His disciples that as 
He has told them tidings of sor- 
row so He would not have with- 
held anything from them, But 
as it is, His departure in fact 
carries with it the promise of 
their reception. Otherwise it 


would only avail partially. This 
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connexion seems better than to 
regard the words «i d€ un... 
tutv aS a mere parenthesis, and 
to refer the or, which must be 
inserted in accordance with the 
best authorities, to the povai 
moAAat. The interrogative con- 
struction, “if it were not so, 
would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you?” 
is far less probable: there is 
indeed no difficulty in supposing 
that a reference is made to 
words not directly recorded (cf. 
xii, 26, etc, vi. 36), but the 
question would be singularly 
abrupt. Still less likely is the 
rendering “if it were not so, I 
would have told you that I am 
going to prepare a_ place for 
you.” For Christ was in fact 
going to prepare a place: v. 3. 

éroun. tor.] Comp. Num, x. 
33. Christ by His Death and 
Resurrection opened heaven, and 
by the elevation of His humanity 
thus made ready a place for men. 
Comp. Heb. vi. 20 (apddpopos). 

3. x. edv...] This departure is 
itself the condition of the return: 
separation, the cessation of the 
present circumstances of fellow- 
ship, was the first step towards 
complete union. 

mad. épx. kK. tapaiynpy.| The 
idea of Christ’s Presence (cap- 
ovoia) is distinctly implied here 
as in xxi, 22 f. (comp. 1 John ii. 
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28). This idea is less prominent 
in St. John’s Gospel and Epistles 
than in the other writings of 
the New Testament, because they 
belong to the period after the 
first great coming of Christ at 
the overthrow of the Theocracy 
by the destruction of Jerusalem. 

But though the words refer to 
the last “ coming” of Christ, the 
promise must not be limited to 
that one ‘ coming” which is the 
consummation of all “comings.” 
Nor again must it be confined to 
the “coming” to the Church on 
the day of Pentecost, or to the 
“coming” to the individual 
either at conversion or at death, 
though these “comings” are in- 
cluded in the thought. Christ 
is in fact from the moment of 
His Resurrection ever coming to 
the world and to the Church, 
and to men as the Risen Lord 
(comp. i. 9), 

This thought is expressed by 
the use of the present Z come 
as distinguished from the future 
I will come, as of one isolated 
future act. The “coming” is 
regarded in its continual present, 
or, perhaps it may be said, eter- 
nal reality. Comp. vv. 18, 28, 
(xvii. 11, 13), (xxi, 22 f.). On 
the other hand, see, for the defi- 
nite historical fulfilment, xiv. 23, 

Side by side with this constant 


coming, realised through the ac- 





_ sfor I go to prepare a place for you. 


ps may~ be also. 
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And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I come again, and I will 
take you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
And whither I go, ye know the way. 
5Thomas saith to him, Lord, we know not whither 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


sthou goest; how know we the way? Jesus saith 





tion of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of the Church (v. 26), is 
placed the personal, historical 
reception of each believer (zapa- 
Aynpy. tu. mpos euavr.) fulfilled 
through death. 

ap. éu.| unto myself, the centre 
and spring of your joy and glory. 
Christ will not fail His disciples, 
though they may fail (xiii. 38). 

Augustine rightly observes 
that these phrases of ‘“ going” 
and “coming” are not to be in- 
terpreted of local transference : 
“Si bene intelligo, nec unde 
vadis nec unde venis, recedis : 
vadis latendo, venis apparendo.” 

The double correspondence in 
the language of the two clauses, 
go—come ; prepare a place—take 
you unto myself, gives distinctness 
to the two aspects of Christ’s 
work. 

iva Smov citi] Presence with 
Christ, as involving the vision 
of His glory (xvii. 24), carries 
with it participation in His 
Nature. Comp. 1 John iii. 2. 
See also vii. 34, 36, viii. 21 f.,, 
xii, 26. 

4. dn. ey. ir. 010. 7. 68.] whither 
I go, ye know the way. However 
indistinct might be the conception 
which the disciples had of the 
goal to which the Lord was 
going, they could at least see 
the divection in which He went, 
His life, as they looked upon 
it, made this clear, Hence the 


pronoun is emphatic here— 
“‘ whither I—I as ye know me— 
am going,” while it does not 
occur in the earlier clauses of 
v. 3 or of St. Thomas’ repetition 
of the words, v. 5; nor is the 
following “ye” emphatic. 

5—11. The revelation which 
the Lord had given of the purpose 
of His approaching separation 
creates questioning among the 
disciples. How can they have 
any true conception of the 
“way” of which He spoke? 
How can they have any true 
knowledge of the Father? The 
first question is proposed by St. 
Thomas (5—7); and the second 
by St. Philip (8—11). 

5. Aey.... @wp.| xi. 16, note. 

mas oi. ...| This question 
of St. Thomas expresses a natural 
difficulty as to the Lord’s state- 
ment. For us generally a clear 
apprehension of the end is the 
condition of knowing the way. 
But in spiritual things faith is 


‘content to move forward step by 


step. There is a happiness in 
“not seeing,” xx. 29. The “way” 
is itself the revelation, and for 
man the only possible revelation, 
of the end, 

6f. The answer of the Lord 
is more comprehensive than the 
question of St. Thomas. The 
question is answered by the first 
clause: éy eiys 7 650s; but such 
a statement itself requires inter~ 
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pretation, and this is given in 
the clauses which follow. To 
know Christ is to know all, to 
know both the goal and the way. 
He is in the fullest sense the 
way, and the guide, and the 
strength of men ; and beside Him 
there is none other. 

6. ey. clus. ..| J am...; not 
simply “TI reveal,” or “I open,” 
or “I make, as a prophet or a 
law-giver.” Christ is all Himself. 
The pronoun is emphatic, and at 
once turns the thoughts of the 
apostles from a method to a 
Person. 

The beautiful paraphrase of 
the verse by Thomas a Kempis 
may be quoted in his own words : 
“Hgo sum via, veritas et vita. 
Sine via non itur, sine veritate 
non cognoscitur, sine vita non 
vivitur. Ego sum via quam sequi 
debes: veritas cui credere debes : 
vita quam sperare debes.” (De 
Imit. 111. 56.) 

% 000s] the way, by which the 
two worlds are united, so that 
men may pass from one to the 
other. Comp. Heb. ix. 8, x. 20; 
Eph. ii. 18. Hence, perhaps, 
the Christian faith is spoken of 
as “the way”: Acts ix. 2, xix. 9, 
23, xxii. 4, xxiv. 22. The use 
of the corresponding word in 
the Chinese mystical system of 
Lao-tse is of interest. 
mysticism of Lao the term ['Tao, 
‘the way,’ ‘the chief way’| is 


“Tn the. 


3 Omit 6 AL. 


applied to the supreme cause, 
the way or passage through 
which everything enters into life, 
and at the same time to the way 
of the highest perfection” (Tiele, 
Hist. of Rel. p. 37). 

% GA70.] the truth, in which is 
summed up all that is eternal 
and absolute in the changing 
phenomena of finite being. Comp. 
viii. 32, 1. 14, 17; 1 John v. 6 
in connexion with ch. xiv. 26; 
Eph. iv. 21. For St. John’s con- 
ception of Truth see Introduction. 
See also Jer. x. 10 (Hebr.) and 
Maimonides, Yad Hach, 1. 1. 

4 Soy] by which the entire sum 
of being fulfils one continuous 
purpose, answering to the divine 
will (comp. i. 3, 4), no less than 
that by which each individual 
being is enabled to satisfy its own 
law of progress and to minister 
to the whole of which it is a 
part. Comp. xi. 25; Col. iii. 4. 

It is most instructive to notice 
the two connexions in which 
Christ reveals Himself to be ‘the 
Life.” Comp. xi. 25, note. 

ovo. épx. mp. 7. Tat....| Here 
for the first time the end of 
“the way,” even the Father, is 
distinctly told. 

ei py Oe év.| It is only through 
Christ that we can, though in 
God (Acts xvii. 28), apprehend 
God as the Father, and so ap- 
proach the Father. The pre- 
position probably marks the agent, 
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to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: 
no one cometh unto the Father, but through me. 
If ye had known me, ye would have known my 
Father also: from henceforth ye know him, and have 


seen him. 


(comp. i. 3,10, 17 ; 1 John iv. 9) ; 
but it is possible that Christ may 
represent Himself as the ‘‘ door” 
(x. 1, 9). It does not follow 
that every one who is guided by 
Christ is directly conscious of 
His guidance. 

7. ei éyvox. . . . qoete] Tf ye 
had known me—come to know 
me in the successive revelations 
of myself which I have made— 
ye would have known-—have 
enjoyed a certain and assured 
knowledge of my Father also. 
“The Father” of v. 6 is now 
regarded under His special re- 
lation to Christ. The disciples, 
it is implied, would have had no 
need to ask about Christ’s goal 
and theirs, if they had really 
known Him. The change of 
verb (éyvwxere, joete) and the 
change of order (ei éyvwk. pe, 
Tov 7. p. dv 79.) are both signifi- 
cant. Comp. viii. 19. 

dr apt... .| from henceforth— 
from this crisis in my _ self- 
revelation—ye know him, and 
have seen him. The announce- 
ment which Christ had made 
had placed the Nature of the 
Father in a clear light. The 
disciples could no longer doubt 
as to His character or purpose. 
In this sense they had ‘seen 
the Father,” though God is indeed 
invisible (i. 18). They had looked 
upon Him as He is made known 
in His fatherly relation, and not 
as He is in Himself, From that 


Philip saith to him, Lord, shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us. 


Jesus saith to him, 


time forward the knowledge and 
the vision became part of their 
spiritual being. Comp. 1 John 
ii. 13. 

8. St. Thomas remains silent. 
The same faith, we may suppose, 
which afterwards enabled him 
to give expression to the great 
confession, xx. 28, now kept him 
pondering on the meaning of 
Christ’s words. St. Philip, on 
the other hand, takes hold on the 
last word and seeks to obtain 
vision in a more unquestionable 
form. He wishes to gain bodily 
sight in place of the sight of the 
soul. 

idurmos| i. 46 (47); vi. 7, xii. 
21 ff. 

detEov np. | ostende nobis v. AS 
the revelation was once made 
to Moses (Exod, xxxiii. 17 ff.), 
and as it has been promised in the 
prophets (Isa. xl. 5). The New 
Dispensation naturally seemed to 
call for a new manifestation of 
the divine glory. The request 
at the same time implies the 
belief that Christ could satisfy 
it. Comp. Matt. xi. 27. 

dpk. ny.| sufficit nobis v. We 
shall be contented then even to 
be left alone; we shall ask and 
we shall need no more. 

9. Too. xpov.... eiui ...] tanto 
tempore... sum...v. The 
thought is primarily of the self- 
revelation of Christ (Have I been 

. with you ?) and not of the 
power of observation in the dis- 
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ciples (Have ye been... with 
me. .4.): 

1. K. OUK EYVOK. Pe. « | and 
dost thou not know me? hast thou 


not come to know me? The life 


~ of Christ was the true manifesta- 


tion of the Father, whose will 
and nature could be discerned in 
the acts and words of His Son. 
A theophany—an apparition of 
God’s glory—could only go a 
little way in showing His holi- 
ness and justice and love. 

éyv. pe] The Lord does not 
say here ‘‘the Father”; He 
points out first the way to the end. 

@i..| There is an _ evident 
pathos in this direct personal ap- 
peal. The only partial parallels 
in St. John are in xx. 16 (Mapua) ; 
xxi. 15 (Siuov “Iwavov); the in- 
sertion of @wya in xx. 29 is a 
false reading. See also Luke 
xxii. 31, x. 41; Matt. xvi. 17, 
xvii. 25; Mark xiv. 37. 

0 Ewp. eu. Ewp. T. Tat.| he that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father ; 
hath seen not God in His absolute 
being (i. 18), but God revealed 
in this relation. Comp. xii. 45, 
xv. 24; Col. i. 15; Heb. 1, 3. 
Comp. i. 18, note. 


> \ b) \ Li e A e , 
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The words give for all time a 
definiteness to the object of re- 
ligious faith ; and it is impossible 
to mistake the claim which they 
express. 

Tas av Aey.| how sayest thou, 
thou, who from the first didst 
obey my command (i. 43, 44), 
and recognise in me the fulfil- 
ment of the promises of God 
(i. 45), and appeal to sight as the 
proof of my claims (i. 46). 

10. od mor .. .] It was a ques- 
tion of belief, for the Lord had 
expressed the truth plainly at an 
earlier time, x. 38. 

OTL ey. €V T. TOT. K, O TAT, EV 
eu... .] In x. 38 the order is 
different, inasmuch as the notion 
of divine power is there made the 
starting-point. The teaching of 
Christ showed how He was 
in closest communion with the 
Father; His works showed how 
the Father wrought in Him. 

7a pyp.| the words, the special 
utterances, the parts of the one 
great message, xv. 7, xvii. 8. 
Comp. iii. 34, v. 47, vi. 63, 68, 
viii. 30, 47, x. 21, xii. 47 f. 

dey... . Aad] The former verb 
notes the substance (Aéyw) and the 
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Have I been so long time with you, and dost thou 
not know me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father; how sayest thou, Shew us the 
io Father ? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? the words that I say unto you 
I speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in 


ume doeth his works. 


Believe me that I am in the 


Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me 


wfor the very works’ sake. 


latter the form of the teaching 
(AaAG). Comp, xii. 49 f., xvi. 18; 
Matt. xii. 3, xiv.:27, xxiii, 1, 
xxviii. 18; Mark v. 36, vi. 50; 
Luke xxiv. 6; Rom. iii. 19, ete. 

dx’ éuavt.| Comp. v. 19, note. 

o 6é wat....| My teaching is 
not self-originated, but on the 
contrary my whole Life is the 
manifestation of the Father’s will. 

The Father abiding in me doeth 
his works,‘ carrieth out actively 
His purpose in many ways, and 
my teaching is part of this pur- 
pose. “The works” were the 
elements of “the work” (iv. 34, 
xvii, 4, v. 36, ix. 4), and they are 
said to be wrought by the Son 
(x. 37) as by the Father. Comp. 
v. 19 f., notes. 

The words and the works of 
Christ are pointed out as the 
two proofs of His union with the 
Father, the former appealing to 
the spiritual consciousness, the 
latter to the intellect, The for- 
mer were a revelation of charac- 
ter, the latter primarily of power ; 
and naturally the former have the 
precedence, Comp. xv. 24, note. 

11. mor. ...] The plural verb 
here is contrasted with muoreves, 
v.10, Philip had expressed the 
thoughts of his fellow disciples, 
and now the Lord addresses all : 


Verily, verily, I say to 


muoreveTe pou OTL... accept my 
own statement as final. 

ei O€ py ...| or else, if my 
Person, my life, my words, do not 
command faith, then follow the 
way of reason, and from the 
divinity of my works deduce the 
divinity of my nature (cf. v. 36). 
Comp. x. 37 f., i. 2. 


3. Christ and the disciples 
(12—21) 

In the last sub-section (8—11) 
the thoughts of the disciples were 
concentrated on the objective 
manifestation of God without 
them; they are now turned to 
the subjective manifestation of 
God within them. Three aspects 
of this progressive revelation are 
brought out in succession. The 
disciples continue Christ’s work 
in virtue of their relation to Him 
(12—14). He still carries out 
His work and provides for them 
“another Advocate” (15—17). 
He comes to them Himself 
(18—21). 

A comparison of xiii, 33 ff., 
xiv. 1 ff., xiv. 12 ff., will show a 
striking progress in the unfolding 
of the vision of Christ’s departure. 

12—14. Christ’s departure en- 
ables the disciples to do through 
His intercession greater works 


1 


oo 
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than He had done, in order that 
the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 

12. “Ap. du... .] Christ had ap- 
pealed to His works as a secondary 
ground of belief. He new shows 
that the true believer will him- 
self do the same works. Such 
works flow from the Son and 
from those in fellowship with 
Him; but the life and the nature 
lie deeper. 

mot, eis eu. | believeth on me as 
the result of believing me (v. 11). 

kakelv. Tou... .| The emphatic 
pronoun fixes attention upon 
the person already characterised. 
Comp. vi. 57 and wv. 21, 26; 
xii. 48, ix, 37 ;.v. 39, i. 18, 33. 

pel. Tour. mono. | greater works 
than these (which I do in my 
earthly ministry) shall he do; 
“greater” that is, as including 
the wider spiritual effects of their 
preaching which followed after 
Pentecost (Acts ii. 41). “ Evan- 
gelizantibus discipulis . . . gentes 
etiam crediderunt ; hee sunt sine 
dubitatione majora” (Aug. ad 
loc.). ‘There is no reference to 
miracles of a more extraordinary 
kind (e.g., Acts xix. 12), as if 
there were a possibility of this 
material comparison (yet comp. 
Matt. xxi. 21f.). Nor can 
“ greater” be regarded as equiva- 
lent to “ more.” 

These “greater works” are 


2 airfre BQ. 
4 roiro ABL; éyé NDEGQXTA., 


7 Omit we ADGLQ. 
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also works of Christ, being done 
by those who “ believe on Him,” 

é7t...]| The elevation of Christ 
in His humanity to the right 
hand of God carries with it the 
pledge of the greater works pro- 
mised. The idea is not that the 
disciples will henceforward work 
because Christ will be absent ; 
but that His going increases their 
power (xvi. 7; comp. Eph. iv. 8 ff.; 
Phil. iv. 13). The emphatic pro- 
noun (éy#) does not give a con- 
trast with “ye,” but brings out 
the fulness of Christ’s personality. 

7. tat.|] The title gives the 
ground of fellowship. 

13. xai dru dv. ..| This clause 
may be either a continuation of 
the former clause and dependent 
on 671; or a new and indepen- 
dent clause carrying forward the 
thought one stage further. The 
second alternative appears to be 
preferable. The union of Christ, 
perfect man, with the Father 
gives the assurance of the greater 
works ; and yet more, Christ for 
the glory of the Father will fulfil 
the prayer of the disciples. 

air. év 7. dvop. p.] This phrase 
occurs here first. Compare év ré 
évopate T. warp. p., V. 43, x. 25 
(xii. 13), xvii. 6, 11, 12, 26, and 
the words of the Evangelist, i. 12, 
ii. 23, iii. 18, xx. 21. 

Now at last the Lord has re- 
vealed His Person to the disciples, 
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you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall 


he do; because I go unto the Father. 


And whatso- 


ever ye shall ask in my name, this will I do, that 


the Father may be glorified in the Son. 


If ye shall 


ask me anything in my name, I will do it.’ If ye 
' or this will I do. 


and they are enabled to appre- 
hend His relation to themselves 
and to the Father. Thus the 
phrase occurs throughout this 
section of the Gospel. xiv. 26, 
“the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name” ; 
xv. 16, ‘‘that whatsoever ye 
shall ask (airjre, airjonre) the 
Father in my name, He may 
give you”; xvi. 23, ‘if ye shall 
ask (airyonre) anything of the 
Father, He will give it you in 
my name”; xvi. 24, “ hitherto 
have ye asked (yrjcare) nothing 
in my name”; xvi. 26, ‘in that 
day ye shall ask (airjoeobe) in 
my name,” Comp. xv. 21. 

The meaning of the phrase is 
““as being one with me even as 
I am revealed to you.” Its two 
correlatives are évy é¢uoi (vi. 56, 
xiv. 20, xv. 4ff., xvi. 33; comp. 
1 John v. 20); and the Pauline 
ev Xpicr@. It occurs elsewhere 
in the New Testament in Mark 
ix,eao, xvi. 17; Luke x. 17; 
Acts ii. 38, iii. 6, iv. 10, The 
phrase é€v 7@ dvdpar. must be 
distinguished from the cognate 
phrases «is 1d dvopu, emi TO 
évépart, and tO dvdpart, which 
are also found. 

Augustine remarks that the 
prayer in Christ’s name must be 
consistent with Christ’s character, 
and that He fulfils it as Saviour, 
and therefore just so far as it 
conduces to salvation. 


tout. mo..| There is exact con- 
formity between the disciples’ 
prayer and Christ’s will. He 
promises Himself to do what 
they ask, and not only that they 
shall receive their petition. 

wa d0€. 0 matT.. . A that God 
may be openly revealed in majesty 
as Father in the Son, for he who 
obtains his prayer through Christ, 
who claims to act in the Father’s 
name (v, 43), necessarily gains a 
more living and grateful sense 
of the Father’s power and love. 
The condition—the furtherance 
of the Father’s glory—furnishes 
the true limitation of prayer. 
Comp. xiii, 31 (6 vi. 7. avO.... 
0 Oeds.. .). 

14, éay vu air. pe...| Sti quid 
petieritis me...v.; if ye shall ask 
me anything. . . This clause gives 
a fresh and important thought, 
Prayer is to be made not only in 
the name of Christ, as pleading 
His office in union with Him ; 
but also to Christ. 

ey trouno.| ~L will do it. The 
reading is uncertain ; but on the 
whole it seems best to regard 
the personal pronoun as emphatic 
here, so that it marks, as else- 
where, the action of Christ in 
the fulness of His double nature. 

15—17. Christ after His de- 
parture continues His work for 
His disciples, and provides for 
them an abiding Advocate. But 
the efficiency of His action for 
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them depends upon their fellow- 
ship with Him through loving 
obedience. 

15. ‘Eay ayar. p....| The 
thought of love follows that of 
faith (v. 12). Faith issues in 
works of power: love in works 
of devotion. The subject of the 
love of the disciples for Christ 
(comp. viii. 42) is peculiar to 
this and the following section 
(15—31). 

tT. evt. 7. éu.| The command- 
ments that are mine, character- 
istic of me, comp. xv. 9, note, 
xv. 12: in v, 21, xv, 10 (ras 
évtoAds pov). The phrase in this 
connexion is nothing short of a 
claim to divine authority. 

It may be added that this 
conception of “keeping God’s 
commandments given through 
Christ” is characteristic of St. 
John’s writings: xv. 10; 1 John 
ii, 3f., ili, 24, v. 2f.; 2 John 6; 
Rev. xii. 17. Compare with this 
wider meaning Matt. xix. 17; 
1 Tim. vi. 14. 

tnpno.| servate v.; ye will keep, 
Obedience is the necessary con- 
sequence of love. The impera- 
tive reading gives a false turn 
to the thought. Love carries 
with it practical devotion, and 
this calls out the intercession of 
the Lord; 
love for Christ finds practical ex- 
pression in loye for the brethren, 
which is His commandment (xiii. 
34). Comp. xv. 10, xiv. 21, 23; 
(1 John v. 3). 
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16. kay. épwr....] et ego rogabo 
...v. I on my part, when the 
due time has come. Active love 
on the part of Christ corresponds 
with active love on the part of 
the disciples. The mission of the 
Paraclete is from he Father who 
sent His Son (iii: 17). In this 
lies the perfect assurance of love ; 
so that there is a correspondence 
between ‘I will du” (v. 13) and 
“TI will ask and he shall give.” 
Comp. xvi. 7. On épwrdv see 
xvi. 26, note. 

t. wat.| In thisscommon title 
lies the pledge that ois prayer 
will be granted. 

aAX. Shes | aliwm pane 
v.; another Advocate. See Note 
at the end of the Chapter. The 
phrase appears to mark distinctly 
the Personality of the Paraclete, 
and His true Divinity. He is 
“another,” yet such that in His 
coming Christ too may be said 
to come (v. 18). 

dwo.| Not send simply (v. 26), 
but (as it were) assign to you as 
your own. Comp. iii. 16; 1 John 
iii. 1, 24, iv. 13; Matt. x. 20. 

iva 7 pel’ tp.| Three different 
prepositions are used to describe 
the relation of the Holy Spirit 
to believers. He is “ with (wera) 
them.” He “abideth by (apa) 
them.” He is “in (év) them.” 
The first marks the relation of 
fellowship: comp. xiv. 9, xv. 27. 
The second that of a personal 
presence: comp. vill. 38, xiv, 23, 
25, xvii. 5. The third that of 
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will ask the Father, and he shall give you another 
17 Advocate, that he may be with you for ever, even 
the Spirit of truth: whom the world cannot receive ; 
because it beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: 


ye know him; because he abideth with you, and 


individual indwelling : comp, xiv. 
10f. 

eis Tt. alwv.| Christ’s historical 
Presence was cnly for a time. 
His spiritual Phesence was zacas 
Tas Huépas ews 7HS ovvTeAcias TOD 
aiévos (Matt. xxviii. 20). This 
Presence was fulfilled through 
the Spirit. © 

17. +r. mv. tr. ddnO.| the Spirit of 
truth, the Sp:rit by whom the 
Truth finds expression and is 
brought to msn’s spirit (xv. 26, 
xvi. 13; 1 John iv. 6 [opposed 
to “the spirit of error”]. Comp. 
1 John v. 6). Comp, 1 Cor. i. 
12ff. The Truth is that which 
the Spirit interprets and enforces. 
The genitive after “Spirit” 
describes in some cases (1) its 
characteristic, and in other cases, 
(2) its source, In the first sense 
we read Eph. i. 13; Heb. x, 29. 
Comp. Eph. i. 17; Luke xiii. 11; 
Rom. i. 4, viii. 15, xi. 8; 1 Cor. 
ive2l; 2 Tim, i, .7)..0On, the 
other hand we have 1 Cor. vi. 11 ; 
Rom. viii. 11; 1 Cor. ii. 11 f. 

6 xoop.| Comp. Additional 
Note on i. 10. 

od Suv. aB.] cannot receive, 
because sympathy is a necessary 
condition for reception. The soul 
can apprehend that only for 
which it has affinity (1 Cor. ii. 
14), They who stand apart from 
Christ have neither the spiritual 
eye to discern the Paraclete, nor 
the spiritual power to acknow- 


VOL. I. 


ledge Him. Immediate vision is 
the one test which the world 
admits. The world beholdeth 
(comp, ii. 23, note, xvi. 16) hom 
not, neither knoweth (comp. ii. 25, 
note) him, This inability to 
receive the Spirit is emphasised 
by the fact that ‘His own 
people” received not the Word 
(i. 11). Even of the disciples it 
is not said that they ‘‘see” the 
Paraclete. 

Gri... ott... .|, It is to be 
noticed that the order of thought 
in the two clauses is reversed. 
With the world want of vision 
prevented possession. With the 
disciples the personal presence of 
the Paraclete brought know- 
ledge, and with that knowledge 
the power of more complete re- 
ception, Comp. Matt. xxv. 29. 

bp. yu. adr.| vos autem cognos- 
citis ewm v. On the other hand, 
the disciples had so far realised 
their fellowship with Christ, that 
of them it could be said, even as 
they looked with uncertainty to 
the future, “ye know Him,” 
with a knowledge inchoate in- 
deed, yet real. For in Christ 
the Spirit was truly present 
already, if not in His character- 
istic manifestation ; just as Christ 
is present now with His Church 
in the Spirit. In this sense it 
could be said of the Spirit, even 
before Pentecost, He abideth by 
you and is in you, according to 
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a reading which has strong sup- 
port. For the time the Spirit 
was in Christ ; afterwards Christ 
has been for us in the Spirit. 
And His Presence is twofold, in 
the Society and in the individual; 
He “abideth beside” us in the 
Church ; and He ‘‘is” in each 
believer. The E.V. reading 
‘‘shall be in you” has consider- 
able support, and the two forms 
(€orat, ext’) are liable to con- 
fusion, but the present tense 
appears to be less like a cor- 
rection, Comp. 2 John 2. 

18—21. A third topic of con- 
solation on Christ’s departure 
lies in the fact that He will 
Himself come to the disciples, 
and make His Person clearer to 
them than before. 

18. OvK« ddyo. tp. dpd.] non 
relinguam vos orfanos v.; I will 
not leave (x. 12, xvi. 32, viii, 29) 
you orphans (Lam. v. 3), bereft 
of your natural and _ loving 
guardian, Christ presents Him- 
self to the disciples as a Father 
of “children” (xiii. 33), no less 
than a brother (xx, 17; comp. 
Heb. ii. 11f.). ‘Ipse circa nos 
paternum affectum quodammodo 
demonstrat” (Aug. ad loc.). The 
very word which describes their 
sorrow confirms their sonship. 


epx.| J come, ever and at all 
times ]amcoming. The positive 
promise is not for the future 
only, but abiding. Comp. w. 
3, 28, xxi. 22f. The fulfilment of 
the promise began at the Resur- 
rection, when Christ’s humanity 
was glorified; and the promise 
was potentially completed at 
Pentecost. The life of the Church 
is the realisation of the Pente- 
costal coming of the Lord, which 
is to be crowned by His coming 
to Judgement. No one specific 
application of the phrase exhausts 
its meaning, Comp. v. 3, note. 

19. eri pixp...| adhwe modicum 
v. That is, to the close of Christ’s 
earthly natural life (comp. vii. 
33, xii, 35, mw. xp.3 xiii. 33, xvi. 
16 ff., puxp.). So long, in some 
sense, the world continued to 
“ behold” Christ even if they did 
not “know” Him, through the 
conditions of His transitory mani- 
festation, The disciples, on the 
other hand, in virtue of the prin- 
ciple of spiritual life within them, 
did not wholly lose the power of 
“ beholding ” Christ by His death. 
They ‘‘ beheld Him,” so far as 
they were still able to receive 
His revelations of Himself ; they 
*‘did not behold Him ” (xvi. 16), 
so far as they had not yet gained 
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I will not leave you orphans: I come 
Yet a little while, and the world be- 


holdeth me no more; but ye behold me: because 


21 live, ye shall live also. 


In that day ye shall know 


that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 


a He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 


1 or shall be. 


the lasting vision of His divine 
glory. The words exclude the 
error of those who suppose that 
Christ will ‘‘come” under the 
same conditions of earthly exist- 
ence as those to which He sub- 
mitted at His first coming. 

dtu ey. 4... &no.| The ground 
of the power of vision in the 
disciples, which the world lacked, 
lay in their fellowship with 
Christ, and in the capacity for 
the higher life involved in that 
fellowship. The fulness of their 


life, as of their sight, dated from 


Pentecost (¢joere). Thus this first 
clause contains by implication 
the reason of the disciples’ con- 
tinuous sight of their Lord, while 
it gives also the promise of their 
more complete connexion with 
Him when He was raised from 
death. The open sight of God 
is the fulness of life, 1 John iii. 
1ff. Compare v. 26, vi. 57; and, 
in another aspect, 1 Cor. xv, 21f. 

lf the words are taken (as 
the Greek allows) wholly or in 


part as a direct explanation of. . 


the former statement (ye behold 
me, because I live and ye shall live, 
or ye behold me because I live, and 
ye shall live) the sense is much 
feebler ; and the construction is 
not in St. John’s manner, Comp. 
xiii. 14, xiv. 3, xv. 20. 

20. év ek. 7. yp.| At that day 


_ of realised life (comp. xvi. 23, 26) 


you shall come to know by the 
teaching of the Spirit, what is 
for the time (v. 10) a matter of 
faith only, my union with Him 
who is not only “ the Father,” but 
“my Father,” and then, in that 
knowledge, realise the fulness of 
your fellowship with me. “The 
day” corresponds with “ the 
coming,” but generally it marks 
each victorious crisis of the new 
apprehension of the Risen Christ. 
éy. év 7. war. p.| The converse 
truth (6 war. é&v em, vv. 10f.,, 
xvii. 21) is not brought forward 
here, because the thought is 
predominantly that of the con- 
summation of life in the divine 
order, and not that of the divine 
working in the present order. 

bp. ev eu. kay. ev o.| The 
union is regarded first in its 
spiritual completeness, and then 
in its historical completeness 
(comp. xvii. 21, 23, (26); 1 John 
iii, 24, iv. 13, 15, 16). 

21/6. dy... Kis Typ... .| que 
habet ... et servat ...v.; He 
that hath ... and keepeth.... 
The verb éyev marks the actual 
possession, as of something which 
is clearly and firmly apprehended 
(v. 38); rypety the personal ful- 
filment. 

The verse is in part the con- 
verso of v. 15, Their active 
obedience is seen to be the con- 
sequence of love, Here active 
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obedience is the sign of the pres- 
ence of love. Comp. xv. 10. 

The variation of construction 
(dyarnbjoera ind, d&yarjow) in 
the second clause is to be noticed 
(see v, 23), The passive form 
seems to bring out the idea of 
the conscious experience of love 
by the object of it. The believer 
loves and feels in himself the 
action of the Father through 
Christ (i7d 7. mat. pov). 

euav. ait. éu.| manifestabo et 
meipsum v. The exact force 
of the word éudavi~w is that of 
presentation in a clear, conspicu- 
ous form (comp. Matt. xxvii. 53; 
Heb, ix, 24; [Acts x. 40; Rom. 
x. 20]; Exod. xxxiii. 13, 18). 
It conveys therefore more than 
the idea of the disclosing of a 
hidden presence (dzoxaAvrrw) or 
the manifesting of an undis- 
covered one(gavepdw). The action 
of the Spirit effectuates in the 
believer this higher manifestation 
of Christ, which more than sup- 
plies the place of His Presence 
under the conditions of earthly 
life. At the same time the 
revelation is Christ’s own work: 
‘‘T will manifest myself,” and 
not “I shall be manifested” 
(comp. v. 18, note). 


4, The law and the progress of 
Revelation (22—31) 

The description which has been 
given (12—21) of the future 
relation of Christ to His disciples 
leads to a more general view of 


the nature of Revelation. This 
falls into three parts, First the 
condition of Revelation is laid 
down in answer to the question 
of St. Jude (22—24) ; then the 
mode of Revelation is defined 
(25—27); and lastly the work 
of Christ for His people, ful- 
filled in heaven and on earth, is 
recapitulated (28—31). 

22—24. On the side of man 
love and obedience are pre- 
requisites for the reception of 
divine communications, These 
Christ calls out, and to reject 
His teaching is to reject the 
teaching of God. 

22. “Iovd. ody 0 ‘Iox.] Luke vi. 
16; Actsi.13. Comp. Matt. x. 3; 
Mark iii, 18. The distinguishing 
clause seems at once to mark that 
Judas Iscariot was the more 
conspicuous of the two bearing 
the name, and also to express 
the instinctive shrinking of the 
Evangelist from even the mo- 
mentary identification of the 
speaker with the betrayer, though 
he had distinctly marked the 
departure of Iscariot (xiii. 30). 
If, as appears likely, St. John’s 
narrative took shape in oral 
teaching addressed to a circle of 
disciples, the addition may have 
met a look of surprise from the 
hearers. 

K. ri yey. dtu. . .]| The question 
implies that some change must 
have come over the plans of the 
Lord. It is assumed that as 
Mcssiah He would naturally have 
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he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
22 will manifest myself unto him. Judas (not Iscariot) 
saith to him, Lord, what hath come to pass that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the 


world ? 


Jesus answered and said to him, If a man 


love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 


revealed Himself publicly : some- 


thing then must have happened, - 


so Judas argues, by which the 
sphere of Christ’s manifestation 
was limited. The thought is 
rather of a manifestation of glory 
than of a manifestation of judge- 
ment. 

jpiv| The emphatic position 
of the pronoun (“that it is to 
us thou wilt .. .”) gives it the 
force of. “to us, the apostles 
only.” 

pedrr. éup.| As distinguished 
from the simple future, this 
phrase implies an intention or 
plan. 

7. xoa.| which was the object of 
God’s love (iii. 16) and Messiah’s 
inheritance (Ps. ii. 8). An apos- 
tle now raises in another form 
the question which was raised 
by the Lord’s brethren before: 
vii. 4. 

23. daexp. Ino... .] Theanswer 
lies in the necessary conditions 
of revelation which the words 
describe. The power of receiving 
a divine Revelation depends upon 
active obedience, which rests upon 
personal love. Love to Christ 
brings the love of His Father 
(my Father and not simply the 
Father) to the disciple. And 
this is followed by the realisation 

and continuance of that fellow- 


ship through which God is re- 
vealed to man. Love, obedience, 
and knowledge are correlative. 
Compare v. 15, note. 

t. Noy. p.| my word, the Gospel 
message in its total unity, and 
not as broken up into separate 
commands (v. 15), or separate 
parts (v. 24). 

eXevo.| we will come... This 
use of the plural implies neces- 
sarily the claim to true divinity 
on the part of Christ; compare 
x. 30 (note), and contrast xx. 17 
(note). For the idea compare 
Rev. iii, 20. 

pov.| mansionem v. The word 
povyn, even in the changed con- 
nexion, carries the thought back 
to v. 2 (ovat, mansions). The 
two aspects of the truth are 
necessary. Comp. 1 John iv. 15, 
ii. 24, The Christian abides with 
God, and God abides with the 
Christian. 

nap’ ait.| with him (vv. 17, 25) 
and not here in him. The idea 
is that of the recognition of the 
divine without (so to speak) and 
not of the consciousness of the 
divine within. The Christian 
sees God by him; he welcomes 
and finds a dwelling-place for God, 
and does not only feel Him in 
him. Compare for the general 
idea Lev. xxvi, 11 ff. 
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24. The love of the disciples 
fitted them, imperfect as they 
were, to receive Christ’s revelation 
of Himself. The want of love 
in the world made revelation im- 
possible for the world. This im- 
possibility is indicated and traced 
to its final ground in the last 
clause, which corresponds in rela- 
tion though not in form with the 
last clause of v.23, Disobedience 
to Christ is in fact disobedience 
to God under the aspect of Love. 
To reject His word is to reject 
the Father’s word. For such 
then as loved not Christ there 
could be no divine manifestation 
in the sense here implied, Comp. 
vii. 16. 

T. Noy. pf. ov THp.| keepeth not 
my words, the constituent parts 
of the one “word.” The use of 
the plural here may perhaps 
wark the perception of the unity 
of the revelation of the Lord as 
characteristic of believers and 
impossible for unbelievers. 

ov dxov.| The clause is un- 
emphatic, and appears simply to 
describe the divine message in its 
fulness as actually addressed to 
the apostles. 

25—27. The earthly teaching 
of Christ was dependent on the 
circumstances under which it was 
given. His temporary ‘“ abiding 
with the disciples” was but an 
image of the future abiding (w. 
23). So far (ratra) He had been 


able to speak while those who 
heard could at least partly un- 
derstand Him. There could 
not but be something which 
seemed incomplete, and some- 
thing which seemed obscure to 
the hearers. But this teaching, 
now brought to its close, was to 
be completed and laid open by 
the teaching of the Spirit, which 
should be universal (aavra as con- 
trasted with ratra). And mean- 
while Christ gave His peace as 
an endowment for the time of 
waiting. ; 

25. Taira . . .| all that had 
been spoken on this evening in 
contrast with the further teach- 
ing (zdvra) of the Paraclete. 

pev.| manens v.; while yet 
abiding ... The word peéevov 
keeps up the connexion between 
the transitory fellowship of Christ 
with the disciples on earth and 
His spiritual fellowship with 
them hereafter (wovjv ronodpeba, 
v. 23). 

26. 6 d¢ rapaxr....] As com- 
pared with Christ the Paraclete 
fulfils a double office: He teaches 
and He recalls Christ’s teachings. 
His work indeed is to teach by 
bringing home to men the whole 
of Christ’s teaching. The reve- 
lation of Christ in His Person 
and work was absolute and com- 
plete, but without the gradual 
illumination of the Spirit it is 
partly unintelligible and partly 
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2our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth 
not my words: and the word which ye hear is not 


2,mine, but the Father’s who sent me. 


These things 


have I spoken to you, while yet abiding with you. 
2 But the Advocate, even the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 


things, and bring to 


unobserved. Comp. xvi. 13; 
1 John 1. 20, 27. 

As Christ came ‘in His 
Father’s name” (v. 43, x. 25), 


so the Spirit is sent “in His 
name.” The purpose of Christ’s 
mission was to reveal God as 
His Father, and through this to 
make known His relation to men, 
and to humanity, and to the 
world. The purpose of the 
Mission of the Holy Spirit is to 
reveal Christ, to make clear to 
the consciousness of the Church 
the full significance of the Incar- 
nation. Christ’s ‘‘name,” all, 
that is, which can be defined as 
to His nature and His work, 
is the sphere in which the Spirit 
acts; and so little by little 
through the long life of the 
Church the meaning of the 
primitive confession ‘‘ Jesus is 
Lord” (Rom. x. 9; 1 Cor. xii. 3) 
is made more fully known. 

The sense of the promise is 
completely destroyed if “in my 
name” is interpreted as meaning 
nothing more than “as my re- 
presentative” or ‘at my inter- 
cession.” 

rt. rv. t. &y.| The full emphatic 
title occurs here only in the 
Gospel. The moral character of 
the Spirit as fashioning the life 
of the Church is added to the 
teaching power of the Spirit 

(vv. 16, 17), as the Revealer of 


your remembrance all that I 


the Truth. The title occurs in 
the words of the Lord in the 
Synoptic Gospels: Matt. xii. 32 ; 
Mark ii, 29; Luke xii. 10 (76 a. 
mv.), 12 (rd 4. zv.); Mark xiii. 11; 
Matt, xxviii. 19 (76 a. mv.). 

exetvos] The emphatic mas- 
culine pronoun brings out the 
personality of the Advocate, while 
at the same time it gathers up 
in the personality the various 
attributes which have been before 
indicated (i. 18, note). + 

diag. . . . tropy.. . . | docebit 
... suggeret...v.3 teach... bring 
to remembrance... The former 
office appears to find its fulfilment 
in the interpretation of the true 
character of Christ, of what He 
was, and what He did: the 
latter, in opening the minds of 
the disciples to the right under- 
standing of Christ’s words : comp. 
ii. 22. So the Gospel could be 
written. The “you” does not 
limit the teaching of the Spirit 
to the apostles, who were the 
representatives of the Church 
(vv. 16, 17), though the promise 
was potentially accomplished for 
them (xvi. 12 f.). 

mavt. & eir.| all things... that 
I said. The time of teaching is 
now regarded as past. Comp. 
xvii. 6, etc. The position of the 
personal pronoun at the end of 
the sentence (elrov tpiy éyd) is 
very significant, 
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27. Eipyv.]| The word is here 
a solemn farewell, just as in xx. 
21 it is a solemn greeting. To 
‘give peace” (DY jn) was a 
customary phrase of salutation 
(Buxtorf, Lex, 2425). The Lord 
takes the common words and 
transforms them. ‘God gave to 
Phinehas,” Philo writes in refer- 
ence to Num. xxv. 12, “the 
greatest blessing, even peace, a 
blessing which no man is able to 
afford” (De Vit. Mos. 1. § 55, ii. 
129). 

adinus|relinguov. The thought 
of separation is mingled with the 
thought of blessing. Even in 
departing the Lord leaves peace 
behind as His bequest. He will 
not disturb that peace which the 
disciples had found in Him and 
in part appropriated. On the 
contrary, He defines and confirms 
it and offers it to them as their 
own. “ Peace, even my peace, I 
give unto you,” that peace of 
which I am the absolute Lord 
and source (comp. xv. 9, note), 
not regarded on its outward side 
as the blessedness of the Messianic 
kingdom, but as the realised 
confidence of faith and fellowship 
with God. Comp. ch. xvi. 33; 
Col. iii. 15; Phil. iv. 7. So the 
Lord speaks in the immediate 
prospect of Death, by which peace 
was finally secured, Col. i. 20; 
Rom. v. 1. 


d8.] J give, as an absolute 
possession, which now becomes 


your own. Compare 1 John 
iti. 1. 
od ka, 0 xoo....| The primary 


thought is of the manner of the 
gift, which passes into that of 
the character of the gift. The 
gifts of the world are so made 
as to give the greatest pleasure 
at first (comp. 11.10). The gifts 
of Christ grow in power and 
fulness of blessing. Thus in the 
consciousness of the beginnings 
of this divine gift of peace the 
disciples were encouraged to over- 
come inward misgivings and to 
face outward dangers, "Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be fearful.” The opening 
words of the chapter are repeated 
with a new force. 

dert.| formidet v. ; 
fearful. Comp. 2 Tim. i. 7; 
Matt. viii. 26; Mark iv. 40; 
Rev. xxi. 8 (where the “ fearful,” 
the “cowards” (oi deAo/), stand 
at the head of those devoted to 
the second death). 

28—31. The last verse (v. 27) 
stands closely related to both of 
the sub-sections between which 
it stands. The peace of Christ 
attends the Church during the 


let it be 


period of gradual revelation, and 


it flows from Christ’s frtiite ac- 
complished in heaven as on earth, 
This latter thought is brought 


a said unto you. 


2 


oO 
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Peace I leave with you; my peace 


I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 


unto you. 
let it be fearful. 


away, and I come unto you. 


Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
Ye heard how I said to you, I go 


If ye loved me, ye 


would have rejoiced, because I go unto the Father: 


out in these verses under both 
aspects. The departure of Christ, 
the great mystery of His reve- 
lation, led to the more effectual 
fulfilment of His work in virtue 
of His perfected fellowship with 
the Father (28, 29); and the 
mode of His departure, through 
death, the penalty of sin, was a 
proof of obedience and love fitted 
to move the world (30, 31). 

28. jxovo.| The addition of 
the word seems to mark the effect; 
of the announcement on the dis- 
ciples. The revelation was made 
and carefully noted. 

ei. tp.|] vv. 2—4. 

x. épx.| and I come. The in- 
sertion of “again” (A. V.) narrows 
the application of the promise. 
See v. 18, note. 

ei py. p-] If ye loved me, if 
your minds had not been con- 
centrated on yourselves: if you 
had thought only of me and of 
the fulfilment of my work— 

éxap. dv] The prospect of 
trouble is contrasted with the 
feeling of joy. But the joy is 
spoken of as the momentary feel- 
ing on realising the announcement 
(éxydpyre) and not as a continuous 
state. Sorrow there must be 
at separation, but it can be 
brightened by the knowledge of 
the cause, 

ér. mop.]| The word elmov (I 
said A.V.) must be omitted in 


accordance with the best authort- 


ties. Attention is fixed on the 
fact itself, and not on the state- 
ment of the fact. 

ote 6 war... .| because the Father 
is greater than I, and therefore 
when my union with Him is 
made complete by my elevation 
I shall be able to carry out my 
work for all the children of the 
one Father more effectually. The 
ground of the disciples’ joy, as 
based upon their love for Christ, 
must be sought primarily in the 
fact of His exaltation; but this 
carries with it the thought of 
the consequent more complete 
fulfilment of His purposes. The 
return of the Son to the Father 
was a good for Him, and this 
alone would have been a sufficient 
cause for the disciples’ rejoicing. 
But His exaltation was’ also 
essentially related to the accom- 
plishment of His mission, Thus 
the prospect of blessing to the 
disciples is necessarily included 
in that of Christ’s going to the 
Father, though it is not put 
forward as the cause of their 
joy: 

peut. pov éor.| major me est v. 
It appears to be unquestionable 
that the Lord here speaks in 
the fulness of His indivisible 
Personality, The “I” is the 
same as in vill. 58, x. 30. The 
superior greatness of the Father 
must therefore be interpreted in 
regard to the absolute relations 
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of the Father and the Son with- 
out violation of the one equal 
Godhead. The fact that there 
was an essential fitness, if we 
may so speak of mysteries which 
transcend human language, in 
the Incarnation of the Son, en- 
ables us in some measure to 
apprehend this distinction of 
greatness, and also how the re- 
turn of the Son to the Father, 
after the fulfilment of His 
mission, would be a source of 
joy to those who loved Him. 


See Note at the end of the 
Chapter. 
29. «x. viv] And now, at 


this crisis (xii. 31), when your 
faith is about to be put to 
the test. 

cip. ty... .| L have told you of 
my departure, and yet more of 
what is implied in it, before it 
come to pass. ‘The mode of 
separation, not yet realised, would 
prove the greatest trial to the 
apostles’ faith. But the results 
which followed such a Death 
would afterwards enable them 


to trust for ever. Compare 
xiii. 19, 
wa... mot.| The absolute 


use of murrevw includes all the 
special manifestations of faith. 
Other references to the ground 
of assurance to be found in the 
Lord’s predictions occur, xiii. 19, 
xvi. 4. Comp.i. 7, 51, iv. 42, 53, 
vi, 64. 

30. épy.] even now is coming in 
the persons of those whom he 
inspires, All other enemies are, 


" verse 


as it were, the instruments of 
the one great enemy. The Lord, 
it will be observed, speaks of the 
chief and not of the subordinate 
spirits, and contemplates his 
action through men. Comp. 
Eph. vi. 10 ff. 

6 7. Koo. apx.| princeps mundi 
v.; xu. 31, note, 

kK. €v él. OK €x. 0vd.| and in me 
he hath nothing—nothing which 
falls under his power. There 
was in Christ nothing which the 
devil could claim as belonging to 
his sovereignty. In others he 
finds that which is his own, and 
enforces death as his due; but 
Christ offered Himself volun- 
tarily. He was not of the world. 
“Sic ostendit non creaturarum 
sed peccatorum principem diabo- 
lum” (Aug. ad loc.). 

Thus the words indirectly and 
by implication affirm the sinless- 
ness of Christ, and His freedom 
from the power of death. 

The two facts which show the 
nature of Christ’s Passion are 
first co-ordinated, and then His 
free action is contrasted with 
them: the prince .. . cometh 
and he hath... but that... 

The Jews had a tradition that 
when the angel of death came 
before David he could not hurt 
him because he was occupied 
unceasingly with lofty thoughts 
(Wiinsche, ad loc.). 

31. The construction of this 
is somewhat uncertain. 
The first part may be dependent 
on the last clause: arise, let us 


VER. 29—31] 
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x because the Father is greater than I. And now I 
have told you before it come to pass, that, when it 


s0is come to pass, ye may believe. 


I will no more 


talk much with you, for the ruler of the world 
sicometh: and in me he hath nothing; but that the 
world may know that I love the Father, and as the 


go hence... that the world... 
and that as... even so I do 
(Matt. ix. 6); but this arrange- 
ment is too artificial, and foreign 
to St. John’s style. If then the 
last clause is separated from 
what precedes, there still remain 
two possible interpretations. The 
first clause may- be dependent on 


“so I do”: i.e., I go to meet 
death that the world... and even 
as... commandment. But this 


arrangement is open to the same 
objection as the former one, and 
separates unnaturally the xaGds 

. ovrws... It remains there- 
fore to take the opening phrase 
GAN’ iva as elliptical (comp. ix. 3, 
xiii. 18, xv. 25; 1 John ii. 19): 
but I surrender myself to suffer- 
ing and death—that cometh to 
pass which will come to pass— 
that the world... The force of 
the contrast is obvious: but 
though the prince of the world 
has no claim upon me, I freely 
offer myself to the uttermost 
powers of evil, to death the last 
punishment of sin, that in me the 
world itself may see the greater 
power of love, and so learn (if 
God will) that the kingdom of 
Satan is overthrown. 

6 xoo.| Comp, xvii, 21, 23. 

x. kaf....] It is uncertain 
whether this clause depends on 
yo or not, The sense is the 
same in both cases: obedience 
flows from love and manifests 


it. Compare Heb. v. 8; 1 John 
v. 3. 

"Eyeip. ay. evt.| surgite eamus 
hinc v. The coincidence of the 
phrase with Matt. xxvi. 46 is 
interesting. The words are such 
as would naturally be repeated 
under like circumstances, We 
must suppose that after these 
words were spoken the Lord, with 
the eleven, at once left the house 
and went on the way which 
finally led to Gethsemane; and 
consequently that the discourses 
which follow, xv.-—xvii., were 
spoken after He had gone from 
the upper room and before He 
crossed the Kidron (xviii. 1). 

The other supposition, that the 
Lord after rising still lingered in 
the room, as full of the thoughts 
of the coming events, appears to 
be wholly against the obvious 
interpretation of the narrative, 
and to disregard the clear dis- 
tinction in character between the 
earlier and Jater discourses. On 
the other hand, the words in 
xviii. 1, went forth... over the 
brook Kidron, cause no difficulty, 
for this ‘going forth” is evidently 
in regard to the sacred city and 
not to the house; nor is there 
anything in the abruptness of 
the narrative unlike St. John’s 
method. Further, it may be said 
that if the command had not 
been acted upon some notice of 
the delay would have been given, 
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16. The word zapdakAnros, trans- 
lated Comforter (H.V.) in this 
passage, is found in the New 
Testament only in the writings 
of St. John. It occurs four times 
in the Gospel (xiv. 16, 26, xv. 26, 
xvi. 7), and is in these places 
uniformly translated Comforter ; 
and once in bis first Epistle (ii. 1), 
where it is translated A dvocate.* 

This double rendering dates 
from Wiclif. Both the Wicliffite 
versions give Comforter through- 
out the Gospel and Advocate in 
the Epistle. Tyndale has the 
same renderings; and the two 
words have been preserved in 
the later English Bibles (the 
Great Bible, the Bishops’ Bible, 
Geneva, King James’s) with the 
exception of the Rhemish, which 
gives Paraclete in the Gospel and 
Advocate in the Epistle. 

This variation, which is found 
also in Luther (Z'vréster, Gosp., 
Fiirsprecher, Kip.), is unquestion- 
ably due to the influence of the 
Latin Vulgate, which has Para- 
cletus (Paraclitus) in the Gospel 
and advocatus in the Epistle. 

The early Latin copies are 
divided, and not always con- 
sistent, in the Gospel. In xv. 26 
and xvi. 7, Pal., and in xiv. 16, 
Pal. Vere. Colb., give the rendering 
advocatus. In the other cases 
Pal. Vere. Ver. Colb. Corb. give 
paracletus (paraclitus). This di- 
vision indicates the existence of 


* R.V. Margin (John xiv. 16, 26, 
xv. 26, xvi. 7) reads: or, Advocate ; 
or, Helper; Gr. Paraclete; and in 
1 Johnii. 1: or, Comforter ; or, Helper ; 
Gr. Paraclete—A. W. 


evrevGev. 


ON CHAP. XIV. 16, 28 


the two renderings from the 
earliest times, so that it is not 
possible to say that one is a 
correction of the other. In the 
Epistle the rendering is (I believe) 
uniformly advocatus. 

Nearly all the other early 
versions, the Syriac, Memphitic, 
Arabic, and Aithiopic, keep the 


‘original word Paracletus; and it 


is likely, both from this fact and 
from the use of the word in 
Rabbinic writers, that it found 
early and wide currency in the 
East. The Thebaic gives different 
renderings in the Gospel and in 
the Epistle (Lightfoot, Revision 
of New Testament, p. 55, note). 
Among the Latin Fathers in 
quotations from the Gospel, 
Tertullian generally adopts the 
rendering advocatus, though he 
uses also paracletus, and gives an 
independent rendering exorator 
(De Pudic. 19). Advocatus is 
also predominant in Novatian, 
Hilary, and Lucifer. Ambrose 
and Jerome, on the other hand, 
usually give Paracletus. Conso- 
lator occurs as a rendering in 
Hilary, Jerome, and Orosius. In 
the Epistle advocatus is found 
with little variation, though 
Ambrose, Victor, and Vigilius 
read in some places Paracletus. 
The English rendering ‘‘ Com- 
forter” appears to have been 
formed directly from the verb 
“to comfort,” 7.e., to strengthen 
(comp. Wiclif, Eph. vi. 10, be ye 
comforted, évivvapotobe, conforta- 
mint), anadaptation of confortare. 
The noun confortator does not 
appear to be found; nor is there, 


— 





ADD. NOTES] 


Father gave me commandment, even so I do. 


let us go hence. 


as far as I can learn, any cor- 
responding French word. 

Passing now from the history 
of the word in the translations 
of the New Testament, which 
finally leaves us with the choice 
between the retention of the 
original term paracletus and the 
rendering advocatus, we go on to 
consider the meaning of the word 
independently. This ought to 
be decisively determined by the 
form of the word and common 
usage, unless there be anything 
in the context which imperatively 
requires some other sense. 

(a) The form of the word is 
unquestionably passive. It can 
properly mean only “one called 
to the side of another,” and that 
with the. secondary notion of 
counselling or supporting or aid- 
ing him. On these points the 
cognate forms (KAyTds, dvaxAyros, 
Gadé«\ytos, eykAntos, émixAnros, 
avykAntos, ete.) and the use of 
the verb (zapaxadeiv) are decisive. 
No example of a like form with 

‘an active (middle) sense can be 
brought forward. 

(8) The classical use of the 
word is equally clear. The word 
is used technically for the “ ad- 
vocates” of a party in a cause, 
and specially for advocates for the 
defence. So Demosthenes speaks 
of the entreaties and personal 
influence of advocates (ai trav 
mapakdyrov Senoes Kal omovdal, 
De Falsa Leg. p. 341. Comp. 
De Cor, p. 275). 

(y) The word is not found in 
the LXX.; but in Job xvi. 2 
mapdkAyroe occurs in Aquila and 
Theodotion, for the LXX. rapa- 
“KAjropes (Symm, rapyyopodvres) 
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Arise, 


as a rendering of the Hebrew 
pwnd. There is, however, no 
reason to suppose that the two 
words are identical in meaning ; 
and it is likely that the asso- 
ciations which had _ gathered 
round zapd«Aytos in the second 
century led to‘ the substitution 
of a common for a rare word. 

Philo uses the word several 
times and in characteristic senses 
as advocate or intercessor. “We 
must find,” he writes, “‘a more 
powerful advocate by whom (the 
emperor) Gaius will be brought 
to a favourable disposition to- 
wards us (dec mapdxAyrov .. .« 
etipetv .. . 0” ov Taitos eCevpevic- 
Ojyoera); and that advocate is 
the city of Alexandria... and 
it will use its advocacy (xapaxAn- 
tevon) ...” (Leg. in Flace, 968 B. 
Comp. p. 967 B). 

And in another place, speaking 
of the function of the High 
Priest, he says, “It was necessary 
that he who has been consecrated 
to the Father of the Universe 
should employ as advocate (inter- 
cessor) one most perfect in virtue, 
even the Son, both to obtain 
forgiveness of sins and a supply 
of most bountiful blessings ” 
(rapaxAyrw xpjobar teAecoratw THV 
dpeTiv vid mpdos Te dpvynotiay 
dpapTnpatwv kal xopnyiav apbovec- 
tatrwv ayabdv) (De Vit. Mos, 111. 
§ 14, ii p. 1550, Compare De 
Opif. Mundi, p. 4£.). 

(5) The word is not infrequent 
in the Rabbinical writers, Bux- 
torf (s.v. m>prp) gives several 
interesting examples of its use. 
“He who fulfils one precept 
gains for himself one advocate 
(wapdxAnros); he who commits 
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one transgression gains for him- 
self one accuser” (xatijyopos. 
Comp. Rev. xii, 10). ‘In the 
heavenly judgement a man’s ad- 
vocates (zapdakAyror) are repent- 
ance and good works,” “All the 
righteousness (comp, Matt. vi. 1) 
and mercy which an Israelite 
doeth in this world are great 
peace and great advocates be- 
tween him and his Father in 
heaven.” ‘Anadvocate is a good 
intercessor before a magistrate 
or king.” 

(c) There are instances of the 
occurrence of the word in early 
Christian writers. Barnabas 
(Ep, xx.) speaks of those who 
are “advocates of the wealthy 
(rAoveiwy TapdkAynror) and unjust 
judges of the poor.” And in the 
Letter of the Churches of Vienne 
and Lyons, Vettius Epagathus, 
who had voluntarily pleaded the 
cause of his fellow Christians, is 
spoken of as ‘“‘the advocate of 
the Christians who had the Ad- 
vocate in himself, even the Spirit” 
(Kuseb. H. #.v. 1). “ Who will 
be our advocate (zapdkAntos) [at 
the last day],” we read in the 
Second Epistle of Clement, ‘if 
we be not found with works holy 
and just ?” (11. Clem. 6). 

(¢) Thus the independent usage 
of the term is perfectly clear and 
in strict accordance with the form 
of the word. But on the other 
hand, the Greek Fathers in in- 
terpreting the passages of the 
New Testament commonly give 
the word an active sense, as if 
it were “the consoler,” “ the 
encourager,” ‘the comforter ” 
(6 mapaxadév). ‘This sense is 
given to the word as early as 
Origen, if Rufinus can be trusted, 
“ Paraclete,” he says, “in the 
Greek has the two meanings ‘in- 
tercessor ’ and ‘ consoler’ (depre- 
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catorem et c o%latorem).. . 
Paraclete whe sed of the Holy 
Spirit is gener ..1y understood as 
‘consoler’” (De Prine, 11. 7. 4). 
The word is certainly so inter- 
preted by Oyril of Jerusalem 
(Cat. xvi. 20, mapdxAnros .. . dia 
Td mapaxaXetv), ( “egory of Nyssa 
(Adv. Hunom. 1 vol. ii. p. 532, 
Migne, 76 épyov Gv mapaxAyrov 

. Tapakadov), and most later 
Greek Fathers (cee Suicer, s.v.). 
This adaptation of the sense of 
mapaxadev is i all probability 
no more than sot unnatural 
isolation of or. function of the 
advocate, just indeed as ‘“ad- 
vocate ” itself is regarded as the 
‘“‘pleader,” and ot as the person 
himself “calle? in.” In_ this 
way the inter), station conveys 
a partial truth ‘ut by an in- 
accurate methc = The advocate 
does ‘“‘console” nd ‘ comfort ” 
when he is call to help. But 
this secondary a, plication of the 
term cannot be used to confirm 
an original measing which is at 
fatal variance w.th the form of 
the word, and also against un- 
doubted use elsewhere. It may 
also be added that wapaxadety is 
not found in the writings of 
St. John, though it is common 
in the other parts of the New 
Testament. 

The contexts ir which the word 
occurs in the New Testament 
lead to the same conclusion as 
the form, and the independent 
usage of the word. In 1 John 
ii. 1, the sense advocate alone 
suits the argument, though the 
Greek Fathers explain the term 
as applied to the Lord in the 
same way as in the Gospel. In 
the Gospel again the sense of 
advocate, counsel, one who pleads, 
convinces, convicts, in a great 
controversy, who strengthens on 
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defends on the 
inidable attacks, 


the one hand a7 
other, meeting’ 
is alone adequé, 

Christ as the ‘Advocate pleads 
the believer’s «use with the 
Father against the accuser Satan 
(1 John ii. 1. “Compare Rom. 
vili, 26, and also Rev. xii. 10; 
Zech. iii. 1), "ie Holy Spirit as 
the Advocate , ads the believer’s 
cause against che world, John 
xvi. 8ff. (comp ‘ren. 111. xvii. 3) ; 
and also Christ’s cause with the 
believer, John av. 26, xv. 26, 
xvi. 14. 

28. The sup ‘or greatness of 
the Father, whic is affirmed by 
Christ in the words o Ilarip 
peiLwov pov éor., has been ex- 
plained mainly .n two ways, 

1. Some hag * thought that 
they have ‘erence to the 
essential Porsih ‘lity of the Son, 
and correspont vith the absolute 
idea of the rele ion of Father to 
Son, in which < ‘e Father has, in 
Pearson’s langtiige, “ something 
of eminence,” “‘some kind of 
priority.” Ace “ding to this view 
the eminence o. the Father lies 
in the fact that the Son has the 
divine Essence by communication, 

2. Others again have supposed 
that the words have reference 
to the position of the Son at the 
time when they were spoken. 
On this supposition the eminence 
of the Father lies in His relation 
to the Son as Incarnate and not 
yet glorified. 

Both views are perfectly con- 
sistent with the belief in the 
unity of the divine Nature, and 
therefore with the belief in the 
equality of the Godhead of the 
Son with the Godhead of the 
Father. And it will probably 
appear that the one view really 
implies the other; and that, as 
far as human thought can pene- 
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trate such a mystery, it is reason- 
able to “ground the congruity 
of the mission” of the Son upon 
the immanent pre-eminence of 
the Father. 

Under any circumstances the 
opinions of early representative 
writers upon the passage offer a 
most instructive subject of study. 

The earliest use of the passage 
is of disputed meaning. Irenmus 
(fe, 202) in discussing Mark xiii. 
32, says, “If any one inquire 
the reason wherefore the Father, 
communicating to the Son in all 
things, hath been declared by 
the Son to know alone the hour 
and the day, one could not find 
at present any [reason] more 
suitable or more becoming, or 
more free from danger, than this 
(for the Lord is the only true 
(verax) Master), [that it is] in 
order that we may learn through 
Him that the Father is over all 
things. Sor the Father, he says, 
is greater than I, And so the 
Father is announced by our Lord 
to have the pre-eminence in 
regard to knowledge, for this 
purpose, that we also... should 
leave perfect knowledge and such 
questions to God” (Adv. Her, 11. 
xxviii. 8), It has been urged 
that the application of the 
thought to men shows that the 
reference is to the Incarnate Son 
in His humanity; and on the 
other hand, the general context 
of the passage and the teaching 
of Irenzus in other places (e.g., 
1. vii. 4) has been pressed to 
prove that he is speaking of the 
Son as Son. 

Clement of Alexandria does 
not, as far as I know, refer to 
the passage. The interpretation 
of his successor Origen (tT 253) 
is free from all ambiguity, though 
it needs to be guarded carefully. 
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“T admit,” he says, “that there 
may be some... who maintain 
that the Saviour is the most 
High God over all (6 péyioros 
ért maou. eds), but we do not 
certainly hold such a view, who 
believe Him when He said Him- 
self: The Father who sent me is 
greater than I” (ec. Cels. vit. 14); 
and again: ‘Clearly we assert 
... that the Son is not mighticr 
than the Father, but inferior 
(ov« iryuporepov GAN brrode€orepor). 
And this we say as we believe 
Him when He said, “‘ The Father 
who sent me is greater than I” 
(id. c. 15. Comp. ln Joh. T. v1. 
23; vii. 25). 

The language of TrerTULLIAN 
(tc. 220), like that of Origen, 
is open to misconstruction, but 
it leaves no doubt as to the sense 
in which he understood the words. 
“The Father,” he says, ‘‘is the 
whole substance (tota substantia), 
the Son is an outflow and portion 
of the whole (derivatio (c. 14) 
totius et portio), as He Himself 
declares: because the Father is 
greater than I... The very fact 
that the terms Father and Son 
are used shows a difference be- 
tween them; for assuredly all 
things will be that which they 
are called, and will be called that 
which they will be; and the 
different terms cannot be ever 
interchanged” (c, Praw. 9). 

Novatian (c. 250) is scarcely 
less bold in his mode of expres- 
sion: “It is necessary that [the 
Father] have priority (prior sit) 
as Father, since He who knows 
no origin must needs have pre- 
cedence over (antecedat) Him who 
has an origin. At the same time 
[the Son] must be less, since He 
knows that He is in Him as 
having an origin because He is 
born” (De Trin, 1.31, The words 
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quodammodo, aliquo pacto, found 
in the common texts are mere 
glosses). 

The words do not appear to be 
noticed by Cyprian, though he 
quotes those which immediately 
precede. At the beginning of 
the Arian controversy they 
naturally came into prominence; 
and the language of ALEXANDER 
of Alexandria, in his letter to 
Alexander of Constantinople (ce. 
322), which is one of the funda- 
mental documents of the Nicene 
controversy, bears witness to the 
sense in which they were generally 
accepted: “We must guard,” 
he writes, “for the Unbegotten 
Father His proper dignity (oixetov 
agiwua), affirming that He has 
no author of His Being (pydéva 
TOD elvaL ALTO Tov aitiov AéyovTas) ; 
and we must assign the fitting 
honour to the Son, according to 
Him the generation from the 
Father without beginning (rv 
dvapxov Tapa Tov Ttarpos yevvyow) 
... holding that the being unbe- 
gotten is the sole property (idéwpa) 
of the Father, seeing that the 
Saviour Himself said My Father 
is greater than I” (Hp, Alex. ap. 
Theod, H, #. 1. 4, p. 19). 

ATHANASIUS does not dwell 
upon the words, but he also gives 
the same general sense to them : 
“Tience it is that the Son Himself 
hath not said My Father is better 
(kpe(rtwv) than J, that no one 
should conceive Him to be foreign 
to His nature, but greater, not 
in size (ueyéGer) nor in time, but 
because of His generation from 
the Father Himself. Moreover 
in saying He is greater He again 
shows the proper character [the 
true divinity] of His essence (riv 
THs ovalas idioTyTa, 2.€., AS THS TOD 
matpos ovaias td.os)” (Orat. c. Ar. 
1. 58). 


ADD. NOTES] 


In another writing which is 
doubtfully attributed to him the 
word ‘‘greater” is explained in 
reference to the Incarnation 
(ézred9) avOpwros yéyove, De In- 
carn, et c. Arian. c. 4. Compare 
the spurious Sermo de Fide, §§ 
14, 34). 

The Councin or Sarpica (A.D. 
34417) adopts the same inter- 
pretation of the passage as uni- 
versally admitted: ‘‘ We confess 
that God is One; we confess that 
the Godhead of the Father and 
of the Son is One; nor does any 
one ever deny that the Father 
is greater than the Son, | greater| 
not because He is of another 
essence (od dv dAdAnv trdctacw), 
or for any other difference, but 
because the very name of Father 
is greater than that of Son” 
(Theod. H. #. 11. 8, p. 82). 

Basiz (tf 379) refers to the 
passage several times, and defin- 
itely adopts the early interpre- 
tation, though he also connects 
the words with the Incarnation. 
“Since the Son’s origin (dpy7) 
is from (dé) the Father, in this 
respect the Father is greater, as 
cause and origin (ds aituos Kal 
apxyn). Wherefore also the Lord 
said thus, My Father is greater 
than I, clearly inasmuch as He 
is Father (kad aaryp). Yea, 
what else does the word Father 
signify unless the being cause 
and origin of that which is be- 
gotten of Him?” (c. Hunom. 1. 25. 
Comp. c. Hunom. 1. 20), This 
idea he expresses elsewhere more 
fully: ‘‘The Son is second in 
order (rage) to the Father, be- 
_ cause He is from (dé) Him, and 
[second] in dignity (dgwpart), 
because the Father is the ‘origin’ 
and cause of His Being” (c. Hu- 
nom. 111, 1). 

But at the same time he very 


VOL. II. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


198 


distinctly maintains that superior 
“‘oreatness” is in no way in- 
dicative of difference of essence, 
and indeed argues that the com- 
parison in such a case implies 
co-essentiality (Hp, vii. 5); and 
‘there is also,” he adds, ‘another 
thought included in the phrase. 
For what marvel is it if He 
confessed the Father to be greater 
than Himself, being the Word 
and having. become flesh, when 
He was seen to be less than 
angels in glory and [less] than 
men in appearance («idos) 2” (J.c.). 

GreGory oF Nazianzus ({ 390) 
holds the same language as his 
early friend Basil. ‘“ Superior 
greatness (ro petfov),” he says, 
“depends on cause (éorl rijs 
aitias), equality on nature” (Orat. 
30, § 7. Comp. Orat. 40, § 43, 
ov Kata pvow TO peilov Thy aitiav 
dé. ovdey ydp Tav opoovciwy TH 
ovaia peilov 7) eAatrov). And he 
sets aside the interpretation of 
the phrase which refers it solely 
to the humanity of Christ as 
inadequate: “To say that [the 
Father] is greater than [the Son} 
conceived as man (rod kara Tov 
avOpwrov voovpevov) is certainly 
true, but no great thing to say. 
For what marvel is it if God is 
greater than man?” (Orat. 30, 
§ 7). 
Lee (t 368) maintains the 
same view in the West: ‘The 
Father is greater than the Son, 
and clearly greater (plane major), 
to whom He gives to be as great 
as He is Himself, and imparts the 
image of His own birthlessness 
(innascibilitas) by the mystery 
of birth, whom He begets of 
Himself after His own likeness 
(ew se in suam formam generat) 
...” (De Trin. 1x, 54). 

And again: “ Who will not 
confess that the Father hath 


13 


194 


pre-eminence (potiorem), as in- 
generate compared with generate 
(ingenitum a genito), Father with 
Son, the Sender with the Sent, 
He who wills with Him who 
obeys? and He Himself will be 
our witness: The Father is greater 
than I” (De Trin. 111.12. Comp. 
x1, 12; De Syn. c. Ar. 64). 

Marius Victorinus (c. 365) 
gives a remarkable expression to 
this opinion: “ If the Son is the 
whole from the whole, and light 
from light, and if the Father 
has given to the Son all that He 
has... [the Son] is equal to the 
Father, but the Father is greater, 
because He has given to Him all 
things, and is the cause of the 
Son’s being, and being in that 
particular way (causa est ipse 
jilio ut sit, ut isto modo sit. Ad 
hoe autem major quod actio in- 
actuosa) . .. Therefore [the Son] 
is equal [to the Father] and 
unequal” (Adv. Arian, 1. 13), 

PuHa@sBADIvS (c. 350) combines 
both views: “ The Father is 
greater than I; rightly greater 
because He alone is a cause with- 
out cause (solus hic auctor sine 
auctore est...), rightly greater 
because He did not Himself 
descend into the Virgin .. .” 
(c. Ar. c. 13). 

EprpHantus (Tf 403) is, as usual, 
vague and unsatisfactory. ‘The 
Son,” he says, “‘ says this, honour- 
ing the Father as became Him, 
having been honoured more 
greatly by the Father. For it 
was necessary (édev) indeed that 
the true (yvjo.ov) Son should 
honour His own Father, to show 
His true nature (yvnowdryra) .. . 
In so far as the Father is Father, 
and He isa true Son, He honours 
His own Father .. .” (Ancor, 17. 
Comp. Hor, ux1x. liii, 17; Lxm, 
iv. 7). 
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The thought of Epiphanius is 
more clearly expressed by the 
Pseudo-Cesarius: “ The Father 
is not greater than the Son in 
extent, or mass, or time, or season, 
or worth (déia), or strength, or 
godhead, or greatness, or appear- 
ance; for none of these things 
have place in the divine Trinity. 
But inasmuch as the Father is 
Father, so the Son honours the 
Father with true filial respect 
(yvnovdryre tryna)” (Dial. 1.; Resp. 
XVIII.). 

Towards the close of the fourth 
century the opinion began to 
gain currency that the superior 
greatness of the Father was re- 
ferred to the human life of the 
Son, This was perhaps a natural 
consequence of the later develop- 
ments of the Nicene Christology. 

AMPHILOCHIUS (c. 380) is first 
of the Greek Fathers, as far as 
I have observed, who distinctly 
refers the words to the Lord’s 
human nature (without hesita- 
tion). ‘If you wish to know,” 
he writes, as if the Lord Himself 
were speaking, “how my Father 
is greater than I, I spake from 
the flesh and not from the Person 
of the Godhead (é« tH}s wapkos elrov 
kal ovk é€k mpoawmov OedrnTos)” 
(Hae. x1t.; Galland. vr. 502; ap. 
Theodoret. Dial.1. Comp. Dial. 
um. p. 151; Dial, 111. p. 248). 

Curysostom (f 407) in his 
Commentary gives the early in- 
terpretation: “If any one,” he 
writes, ‘say that the Father is 
greater in so far as He is the 
cause (airvos) of the Son, we will 
not gainsay this. But this, how- 
ever, does not make the Son to 
be of a different essence (érépas 
ovaias)” (Hom. Uxx. ad loc.). 
Elsewhere (Hom. vit. in Heb. 
§ 2) he appears to admit the 
reference to the humanity of 
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ADD, NOTES] 


Christ. The passage which is 
commonly quoted as giving this 
view: “It is no marvel if [the 
Son] is less than the Father 
owing to the mystery of the 
Incarnation (8.4 thv oikovopiav),” 
is from a spurious writing (Hom. 
de Christo pasch. 111. p. 814), 

Cyrin oF ALEXANDRIA (7444) 
discusses the passage at consider- 
able length (Zhes. x1.), and offers 
different views. He allows that 
the words can be rightly under- 
stood of the absolute relation of 
the Father to the Son as “the 
origin of His coeternal offspring” 
ws apxy TOD avvaidiov yevynuaros). 
** While the Son,” he writes, ‘is 
equal to the Father on the ground 
of essence (laos Kara Tov THs ovcias 
Adyov trdpxwv) and like in all 
things, He says that the Father 
is greater as being without 
beginning (®s dvapxov), having 
beginning Himself in respect of 
source only (kata povov 76 e& od, 
and not, that is, of time also, 
Greg. Naz. Orat. 20, § 7), even 
while He has this subsistence 
(vrapéw) coincident with Him 
(the Father)” (hes, l.c.). 

In his commentary, on the 
other hand, he lays down per- 
emptorily the other interpreta- 
tion: ‘‘ The Father was greater, 
as the Son was still a slave and 
in our condition (év tots Kal? 
judas)... We affirm that the 
Son was made less than the 
Father in so far as He has be- 
come man, that however He was 
restored to being on equality 
(eva. év iow) with Him that 
begat Him (7d pvcavrs) after His 
leaving the earth (mera ryv évredev 
drrodnpiav) . . .” (ad loc.). 

In the Latin Church this 
opinion found general acceptance. 


Amprose (1397) writes: “[Christ | 


says in the nature of man that 
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about which [our adversaries| 
are wont to assail us wrongfully 
(calumniart) [arguing] that it is 
said: Zhe Lather is greater than 
I... He is less in the nature 
of man, and do you wonder if 
speaking from the character of 
man (ex persona hominis) He said 
that the Father was greater .. .?” 
(De Fide, 11. 8. Comp. v. 18.) 

AvGustINnE (f 430) commonly 
refers the superior greatness of 
the Father to the Incarnate Son; 
but he acknowledges that it can 
be understood of the Son as Son: 
The words are written “ partly 
on account of the Incarnation 
(administratio suscepti hominis) 
... partly because the Son owes 
to the Father that He is; as He 
even owes to the Father that He 
is equal (wqualis aut par) to the 
Father, while the Father owes 
to no one whatever He is” (De 
Pid. et Symb. c. 1x. (i. 8). Comp. 
c, Maxim. 1. 15; 11. 25; 111. 14; 
c. Serm. Ar. 5; Coll. c. Maw. 14; 
De Trin. i, 14, 22). 

In later times the interpre- 
tation by which the words are 
referred to the humanity of Christ 
became almost universal in the 
West (¢.g., Leo, a.p. 449, Hp. ad 
Flavian. xxviu. 4); Fulgentius 
(c. 533, Hpist. vit. 16); Alcuin 
(c. 802, De Trin. 111. 7). Comp. 
Thom, Aqu. (Swmma, 111. xx. 1). 

In the East, Jonn or Damascus 
(ft 754) carefully reproduced the 
teaching of the earlier Greek 
Fathers: “If we say that the 
Father is the origin of the Son 
and greater, we do not indicate 
that He is before the Son 
(rporepevewv) in time or nature, 
nor in any other point, except 
as being the cause (xara 70 atrvov) ; 
that is that the Son was begotten 
of the Father, and not the Father 
of the Son, and that the Father 
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is the cause of the Son naturally 
(airtos @vouxds), aS we say that 
the fire does not come from the 
light, but rather the light from 
the fire. When, therefore, we 
hear that the Father is the origin 
of and greater than the Son, we 
must understand it in regard of 
the cause (76 airiw vonowper)” 
(De Fide, i. 8). 

The summary of opinions given 
by Puortus (ft c. 891) may 
complete this review of ancient 
interpretations, ‘Our fathers,” 
he writes, “ have variously under- 
stood the phrase of the Gospel, 
My Father is greater than J, 
without injury to the truth. 


Some say that [the Father] is_ 


called greater as being the cause, 
which presents not difference of 
substance, but rather identity 
(ovk ovaias mapadhayiy reer 
dé paddAov Kal ouudviar). 

Others have taken the word as 
referring to the human nature 
(xara TO dvOpemwov). . . . Some 
have conceded that the term 
greater is used in respect of the 
Word, but not absolutely and in 
regard of essence, but in respect 
of the Incarnation, ... since He 
who remits nothing of His own 
excellence is greater than He 
who has descended to the lowest 
sufferings. .. . One might reason- 
ably understand that the phrase 
was used with regard to the 
understanding of the disciples, 
for they still were imperfectly 
acquainted with God and their 
Master, and supposed that the 
Father wasfar greater (comp. Isid, 
Pelus. Zp. 334)... . And perhaps 
there is nothing to prevent us 
from supposing that the term is 


used in condescension, fashioned 
in a humble form to meet the 
weakness of the hearers. . .” 
(Zpist.1.47, al. 176, al. Quest. 95). 
If we turn from these com- 
ments to the text of St. John, it 
will be seen that (1) the Lord 
speaks throughout the Gospel 
with an unchanged and unchange- 
able Personality. The “I” (éys) 
is the same in viii. 58, x. 30, 
xiv. 28. (2) We must believe 
that there was a certain fitness 
in the Incarnation of the Son. 
(3) This fitness could not have 
been an accident, but must have 
belonged, if we may so speak, to 
His true Personal Nature. (4) 
So far then as it was fit that the 
Son should be Incarnate and 
suffer, and not the Father, it is 
possible for us to understand that 
the Father is greater than the 
Son as Son, in Person but not in 
Essence. Among English writers 
it is sufficient to refer to Bull; and 
to Pearson, ‘On the Creed,’ Art, 1, 
whose notes, as always, contain a 
treasure of patristic learning. 





ii. THe Discourses ON THE WAY 
(xv., Xvi.) 


This second group of discourses 
falls into the following sections: 


1. The living union (xv. 1—10), 

2. The issues of union: the dis- 
ciples and Christ (xv. 11—16). 

3. The issues of union: the dis- 
ciples and the world (xv. 
17—27). 

4, The world and the Paraclete 
(xvi. 1—11). 

5. The Paraclete and the disciples 
(xvi, 12—15). 
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15 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband- 


eman. very branch in me that beareth not fruit, 


6. Sorrow turned to joy (xvi. 16— 
24 


Jal fier failure victory (xvi. 25— 
33). 


1. The living union (xv. 1—10) 


This first section, like the cor- 
responding section in the first 
group, contains the thought which 
is pursued in detail in the fol- 
lowing sections, the thought of 
corporate, living, fruitful union 
between believers and Christ, 
which is developed afterwards in 
its manifold issues of joy and 
sorrow. ‘The succession of ideas 
appears to be this. The life in 
union is begun but not perfected 
(vv. 1, 2); and the vital relation 
must be ‘freely” maintained 
(vv. 3, 4) in view of the conse- 
quences which follow from its 
preservation and loss (vv. 5, 6). 
Such being the circumstances of 
union, the blessings of union 
(vv. 7, 8) and the absolute type 
of union ’(vv. 9, 10) are set forth 
more fully. 


Cuap. XV. 1, 2. The first two 
verses present the elements of 
symbolic teaching without any 
direct interpretation, the vine, 
the branches, the husbandman, 
the dressing. The whole usage 
of the Lord leads to the belief 
that the image of the vine was 
suggested by some external object. 
Those who think that the dis- 
courses were spoken in the 
chamber suppose that the symbol 
was supplied by a vine growing 
on the walls of the house and 
hanging over the window; or by 
“the fruit of the vine” (Matt. 
xxvi. 29). 


If the discourses were spoken 
on the way to the Mount of 
Olives, the vineyards on the hill 
sides, or, more specially, the fires 
of the vine-prunings by Kidron, 
may have furnished the image. 
If, however, the discourses and the 
High Priestly prayer (ch. xvii.) 
were spoken in the court of the 
temple (xvii. 1, note), then it is 
most natural to believe that the 
Lord interpreted the real signifi- 
cance of the golden vine upon 
the gates, which was at once the 
glory and the type of Israel (Jos. 
Antt. xv. xi. 3; B. J. v. v. 4). 

1, "By. ei. ) dua. 4 ad. ] ego sum 
vitis vera v. The exact form of 
the phrase marks first the identi- 
fication of Christ with the image, 
and then the absolute fulfilment 
of the image in Him, Christ: J 
am the vine ; the true vine (comp. 
i. 9, vi. 32, GAnOwds, x. 11). 
Christ in His Person brings to 
complete fulfilment these vital 
relations of the parts to the 
whole—of unity and multiplicity 
—of growth and identity, which 
are shadowed forth in the vine. 
But yet more than this, the vine 
was the symbol of the ancient 
Church (Hos, x. 1; Isa. v. 1 ff. ; 
Jer. li, 21; Ezek. xv. 2 ff., xix. 
LOG eee Pea xxx GS. ys) comp. 
Matt. xxi. 33; Luke xiii. 6; 
[Rev. xiv. 18 ff.]). Compare 
Lightfoot and Wiinsche, ad loc. 
Thus two currents of thought 
are united by the Lord when He 
speaks of Himself as “the true, 
the ideal, vine.” Israel failed to 
satisfy the spiritual truths sym- 
bolised in the natural vine ; the 
natural vine only imperfectly 
realises the idea which it ex- 
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presses. In both respects Christ 
is “‘ the ideal vine,” as contrasted 
with these defective embodiments, 

5 yewpy.| agricola v. The hus- 
bandman here stands apart from 
the vine, because Christ brings 
forward His relation with be- 
lievers in virtue of His true 
manhood. In this relation He 
stands even as they do to the 
Father (Heb. v. 8), and (in some 
mysterious sense) He, in His 
Body, is still under the Father’s 
discipline (comp. Col. i. 24). In 
the Synoptic parable the word is 
applied to the leaders of the 


people; Matt. xxi. 33, and 
parallels. Compare also Luke 
mui: 


2. The construction wav KAjpa 
. 2. py pepov . . . Wav TO KapTov 
depov . . . is slightly irregular. 
The words would have been 
naturally, “ Every branch in me 
He tends carefully: if any bear 
no fruit He removes it; if any 
bear fruit He prunes it.” But 
the indefinite hypothetical form 
is changed in the second clause 
for the definite and positive. 

wav kX.| omnem palmitem v. 
Believers are identified with 
Christ. We cannot conceive of 
a vine without branches, Yet 
the life is independent of any 
particular manifestation of it. 
A similar mystery lies in the 
image of the body (Eph. v. 30; 
Col, ii. 19). 

In the Old Dispensation union 
with Israel was the condition of 


life; in the New Dispensation, 
it is union with Christ. 

ev éuot]| Even the unfruitful 
branches are true branches. They 
also are év xpiord, though they 
draw their life from Him only to 
bear leaves (Matt. xxi. 19). It 
is the work of the Great Hus- 
bandman to remove them. Comp. 
Matt. xiii. 28 f., 47 ff How a 
man can be “in Christ,” and yet 
afterwards separate himself from 
Him, is a mystery neither greater 
nor less than that involved in 
the fall of a creature created 
innocent. 

aip. avto| taketh it away. It 
is not perhaps necessary to at- 
tempt to determine the mode of 
this removal. Death breaks the 
connexion between the unfaithful 
Christian and Christ (see Matt. 
l.c.). 

Bde purgabit v. ; he cleanseth 
it. The word kafaipew, which is 
used of lustrations, appears to be 
chosen with a view to its spiritual 
application. Everything is re- 
moved from the branch which 
tends to divert the vital power 
from the production of fruit. 

iva kap. wAeu. pep.| Increased 
fruitfulness is the end of dis- 
cipline, and to this all care is 
directed. The vine especially 
needs pruning. Every one who 
has seen a vineyard of choice 
vines knows how closely they 
are cut, 

3, 4. The relation which has 
been generally indicated in vv. 1, 


VER. 3, 4] 
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he taketh it away: and every branch that beareth 
fruit, he cleanseth it, that it may bear more fruit. 
s Already ye are clean because of the word which I 


shave spoken unto you. 


Abide in me, and I in you. 


As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; so neither can ye, except ye abide 


2 is now applied to the disciples. 
Christ’s work is accomplished for 
them ; but they must themselves 
appropriate it (peivare év sot) ; 
their will must co-operate with 
His will. 

3. non tp... .| Already ye 
are... The spiritual work 
represented by this “ cleansing ” 
was potentially completed for 
the apostles, the representatives 
of His Church. It remained 
that it should be realised by 
them (comp. Col. iii, 3, 5). They 
had been purified by the divine 
discipline (comp. xiii. 10). They 
were clean because of the word. 
The word, the whole revelation 
~ to which Christ had given ex- 
pression, was the spring and 
source, and not only the instru- 
ment, of their purity (dua rov X., 
and not dd rod A. ; comp. vi. 57). 
See viii. 31 f., v. 34; Eph. v. 26 
(6jpa); James i. 18. 

kafapot] mundi v. It is pos- 
sible that the word may contain 
an allusion to Lev. xix. 23. For 
three years the fruit of “trees 
planted for food” was counted 
unclean (dzepixdbapros, LXX.). 

4, But the permanence of the 
purity to which they had attained 
depended upon the permanence 
of their fellowship. The disciple 
must set his life in Christ, and 
let Christ livein him. The form 
of the sentence is necessarily 
obscure; but the second clause 


is not to be taken as a future: 
“ Abide in me, and I will abide 
in you.” Both parts are im- 
perative in conception: “Do ye 
abide in me, and admit me to 
abide in you, let me abide in 
you.” “ Effect, by God’s help, 
this perfect mutual fellowship, 
your abiding in me, my abiding 
in you.” Both thoughts are 
essential to the completeness of 
the union, Comp. xiv. 10, 20. 
In one sense the union itself, 
even the abiding of Christ, is 
made to depend upon the will of 
the believer. The other side of 
the truth is given in v. 16 

ad’ éavr.| of itself, not simply 
“in itself,” but ‘from itself,” as 
the source of its own vital energy. 
Compa volo, vv. | 18, xi 5], 
xvi. 13. The form is peculiar 
to St. John (2 Cor, x. 7 is a 
false reading). Compare v. 30, 
note. 

éov py pev.]| The phrase is 
compressed. The limitation ap- 
plies to the principal thought 
(kaprov épew, and not to the 
defining addition (ad’ éavrot), to 
which it is parallel. Compare 
v. 19; Gal. ii. 16. The branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself: it 
cannot bear fruit except it abide 
in the vine. 

obr, ovd. tu. . . .| 80 neither 
can ye bear fruit of yourselves, 
or bear fruit at all, except in 
vital fellowship with me. 
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5, 6. The consequences of 
union and of loss of union with 
Christ are set out in the sharpest 
contrast. 

5. The repetition of the 
“theme” (v. 1) leads to the 
addition of the clause tpets 7a 
kAnpata, Which sums up definitely 
what has been implied in the 
former verses. 

5 pev.... ovros hep. k. 7.| He 
that... the same (‘‘he, and none 
other, it is that”) beareth much 
fruit. The thought is of the 
productiveness of the Christian 
life. The vine-wood is worthless. 
For fruitfulness there is need of 
“‘ abiding,” continuance, patient 
waiting on the part of those 
already ‘‘in Christ.” 

dre xwp. eu. ...| The force 
of the argument lies in the fact 
that, as the fruitfulness of the 
branch does not depend upon 
itself but upon Christ in whom 
it lives, He will fulfil His part 
while the vital connexion is 
maintained. In other words, he 
in whom Christ lives must be 
abundantly fruitful, for it is His 
life alone which brings forth 
fruit. 


xopt séu.| apart from me, not 
simply without my help, but 


separated from me. Comp. Eph. 
IL 2ee Chale, 
od . . . mot. ovd.] do nothing, 


accomplish nothing, bring out no 
permanent result. The thought 
is directly of Christian action, 
which can only be wrought in 
Christ. At the same time the 
words have a wider application. 
Nothing that really “is” can be 
done without the Word, whose 
activity must not be limited when 
He has not limited it: x. 16, i. 9. 

6. €BdrA7On] he is cast forth. 
This happens simultaneously with 
the cessation of the vital union 
with Christ. It is not a future 
consequence, as at the last judge- 
ment, but an inevitable accom- 
paniment of the separation, The 
use of the adverb éw (not 
e€eBdyOn) suggests a new aspect 
of the union with Christ, the 
idea of a vineyard in addition to 
that of a vine. 

7. kh\jpa] the unfruitful branch 
by which he is represented. 

eEnpavOn| aruit v.; withered, 
inasmuch as it receives the living 
sap no longer. 
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I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 


abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much 
fruit: because apart from me ye can do nothing. 
6lf a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as the 
branch, and is withered; and they gather them, and 


7cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 


If ye 


abide in me, and my sayings abide in you, ask 
whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you.’ 
sIn this is? my Father glorified, that ye bear much 


1 Jit. it shall come to pass for you. 


away. avt.| they gather them. 
The indefiniteness of the subject 
corresponds with the mysterious- 
ness of the act symbolised. ‘They 
gather them (the branches and 
their antitypes) to whom the 
office belongs.” Comp. Luke xii. 
20. The description is directly 
that of the fate of the severed 
branches (aira), out of which the 
application immediately follows. 
“TLigna vitis ... precisa (Hzek. 
xv, 5) nullis agricolarum usibus 
prosunt, nullis fabrilibus operibus 
deputantur. Unum de duobus 
palmiti congruit aut vitis aut 
ignis.. .” (Aug. ad loc.) 

r. wip| The image is of the 
fires kindled to consume the 
dressings of the vineyards. Comp. 
Matt. xiii. 41 f. The Lord leaves 
the image, just as it is, to work 
its proper effect. 

7, 8. In these two verses the 
blessings of union are shown in 
prayer fulfilled and fruit borne. 

7, Hoy pew. év eh. kK. Tb. Pypn 
p. ev ip. pew.| If ye abide m me, 
and my sayings abide im you... 
The second clause is changed in 
form (not kayo év tpiv, as v. 4), 
because the thought now is of 
the communion of prayer, The 


2 or was. 


definite sayings (fyyara), here 
specified, go to make up “the 
word” (6 Adyos, v. 3). Comp. viii. 
43,47, 51, xii. 47, 48, xvii. 6, 8, 14. 

d éav OeX. air.| ask whatsoever 
ye will, The petitions of the true 
disciples are echoes (so to speak) 
of Christ’s words, As He has 
spoken so they speak. Their 
prayer is only some fragment of 
His teaching transformed into 
a supplication, and so it will 
necessarily be heard. It is im- 
portant to notice how the promise 
of the absolute fulfilment of 
prayer is connected with the 
personal fellowship of the believer 
with Christ, both in the Synop- 
tists and in St. John. Comp. 
Matt. xviii. 19, 20, and below, 
v. 16. In the text 6 édv Oédyre 
stands first, to mark the freedom 
of the believer’s choice, or (in 
other words) the coincidence of 
his will with the will of Christ. 
Comp. | John iii, 22. 

yevno.| fiet v.; tt shall be done. 
More literally, ‘‘it shall come to 
pass for you.” The result is not 
due to any external or arbitrary 
exertion of power, but to the 
action of a law of life. 

8. é&v rovr.| Jn this, that is, 
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in the necessary consequence of 
your abiding in me, which carries 
with it the certain fulfilment of 
your prayers, inasmuch as they 
correspond with the divine will. 
The pronoun looks back, while 
at the same time the thought 
already indicated is developed in 
the words which follow. The end 
which God regards in answering 
prayer is that ye may bear much 
fruit (iva épyte). Comp. iv. 34, 
note. 

éd0édc06y]| The tense (as in v. 6) 
marks the absolute coincidence 
of the extension of the Father’s 
glory with the realisation of the 
believer’s effectual union with 
Christ. In the fruitfulness of 
the vine lies the joy and glory of 
the “husbandman” (v. 1). 

kapr. won. ep.| fructum plurr- 
mum adferatis v. The words 
point to the future activity of 
the apostles as founders of the 
Church through which the Risen 
Christ acts. Comp. v. 16. 

Kk. ye. eu. pal.| et efficiamint 
mei discipuli v.; and become my 
disciples. Or,according to another 
reading, and ye shall become 
(yevjoeoOe) . . . Something is 
always wanting to the complete- 
ness of discipleship. A Christian 
never “is,” but always “is be- 
coming” a Christian. And it 
is by his fruitfulness that he 
vindicates his claim to the name. 


9, 10. The sphere and the 
condition of union are revealed 
in the absolute type of union, 
the relation of the Son to the 
Father. 

9. This verse admits of two 
renderings. The last clause may 
be the conclusion to the two 
former: Hven as the Father loved 
me and I loved you, abide in my 
love. Or it may be independent: 
Even as the Father loved me I 
also loved you. Abide in my 
love. Both constructions are in 
harmony with St. John’s style. 
(Comp. vi. 57, xiv. 12.) The 
latter perhaps brings out most 
distinctly the mysterious truth 
that the relation of the Father 
to the Son corresponds with that 
of the Son to believers (comp. 
vi. 57, x. 14, 15), which is further 
applied in v, 10. The use of the 
aorist (jyarno.) in both cases 
may perhaps carry the relation 
out of time, and make it absolute 
in the divine idea, Comp. xvii. 
14. But it is simpler to regard 
the tense as chosen with regard 
to a work now looked upon as’ 
completed, according to the usage 
which is not infrequent in these 
discourses. Comp. xiii. 31. 

Mew. ev tr. ay. T. eu.| Abide ye in 
my love. The love of Christ is, as 
it were, the atmosphere in which 
the disciple lives. It is not some- 
thing realised at a momentary 
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Even as the Father 
Abide ye in my love. 


if ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 
my love*; even as I have kept the Father’s com- 


umandments, and abide in his love. 


1 or and ye shall become. 


crisis, but enjoyed continuously, 
And this enjoyment depends, on 
the human side, upon the will of 
man. It can be made the subject 
of a command. 

TH aydry tH euy] The exact 
form of the phrase, which is 
found here only, as distinguished 
from that used in the next vers 
( dyarn pov), emphasises the 
character of the love, as Christ’s: 
the love that is mine, the love 
that answers to my nature and 
my work. Thus the meaning of 
the words cannot be limited to 
the idea of Christ’s love for men, 
or to that of man’s love for 
Christ : they describe the absolute 
love which is manifested in these 
two ways; the love which per- 
fectly corresponds with Christ’s 
Being. ‘There are many corre- 
sponding phrases in the Gospel, 
“the joy that is mine” (9 xapa 
Hy evn, v. 11, iii, 29, xvii. 13); 
“the judgement that is mine” (4 
pious 7 €y, V. 30, viii. 16); “ the 
commandments that are mine” 
(ras évroddas tas euds, xiv. 15); 
“ neace that is mine” (eipnvn 4 
éuy, xiv. 27), Comp. v. 30, vi. 38, 
vii. 6, 8, viii. 31, 37, 48, 51, 56, 
x. 26, 27, xii. 26, xv. 12, xvii. 24, 
xviii. 36. 

10. The promise here is the 
exact converse of that in xiv, 15. 
Obedience and love are perfectly 
correlative. Love assures obedi- 
ence; obedience assures love. The 


2 or and I. 


These things 


3 Jit. the love that is mine. 


love of the disciples for Christ 
carries with it the purpose and 
the power of obedience ; the spirit 
of obedience is more than the 
sign of love (xiii. 35); it secures 
to the disciples the enjoyment of 
Christ’s love. The love of Christ 
as it is realised unites and in- 
cludes inseparably man’s love for 
Christ, and Christ’s love for man. 

kal. éy. tT war... .| The 
Filial relation of the Son to “the 
Father” (not “His Father”) is 
set forth as the type of that of 
the disciple for his Master (comp. 
viii. 29). Though the terms in 
which this relation is described 
belong properly to the life of the 
Incarnate Son, yet the emphatic 
pronoun shows that the state- 
ment is true of the eternal being 
of the Son in His unchanged 
personality. Comp. i. 1. 

air. ev 7. dy.| The pronoun 
stands emphatically first, so that 
there is a complete parallel be- 
tween the corresponding clauses 
(rod rarpos Tas évToAds, avTov ev 
Th dydrn). The perfect love of 
complete devotion to God is the 
highest conceivable good. 


2. The issues of union: the dis- 
ciples and Christ (xv. 11—16) 


The Revelation which has been 
made in the first section is applied 
in the sections which follow. The 
end of it is shown to be twofold, 
to create joy in sacrifice (xv. 
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11—27), and to preserve faith 
unshaken (xvi.). The first object 
is gained by showing the issues 
of union for the believer in re- 
lation to Christ (wv. 11—16), and 
to the world (wv. 17—27). True 
joy, Christ’s joy, springs out of 
the self-sacrifice of love (vv. 12, 
13). The connexion of believers 
with Christ is one of love (vv. 
14, 15); and it is stable because 
it rests on His choice (v. 16). 

11, The love of Christ was the 
love of absolute self-sacrifice. 
Such self-sacrifice is the fulness 
of joy. Thus by enjoining con- 
tinuance of His love Christ pre- 
pares His hearers to suffer for 
love’s sake. These things have I 
spoken unto you that my joy may 
be in you: that you may know 
and share the blessedness which 
belongs to my work, the exemplar 
of your own; and that so your 
joy may be fulfilled. 

" xap. 7 éu.| my joy. Literally, 
the joy that is mine, characteristic 
of me (see v. 9, note): the joy of 
complete self-surrender in love 
to love. Other interpretations 
of the phrase, “the joy which I 
inspire,” or ‘your joy in me,” 
fall far short of the meaning 
required by the context, The 
rendering “that my joy may 
find its foundation and support 
in you,” is even more alien from 
the sense of the passage, 


h xap. tp.] There appears to 
be a marked contrast between 
“the joy that is Christ’s” and 
“the joy of the disciples.” The 
one is absolute (év... 7), the 
other is progressive (aA7pw). 
The latter may perhaps be rightly 
taken to include all the elements 
of true human joy. This natural 
joy, in itself incomplete and 
transitory, had been ennobled by 
the self-surrender of the disciples 
to Christ; and the completion of 
their joy in the indirect sense 
was to be found in the con- 
summation of the union thus 
commenced, That consummation, 
however, was to be accomplished 
through suffering. 

12,18. The connexion of v. 12 
with v, 11 lies in the thought of 
joy springing out of self-sacrifice, 
of which Christ gives the absolute 
pattern. The many ‘ command- 
ments” (v. 10) are gathered up 
in the one ‘‘new commandment” 
(xiii. 34), the commandment 
which was emphatically Christ’s, 
of which the end and purport 
was that Christians should love 
one another after the pattern of 
their Master, who gave up His 
life for them. He is the model 
(v. 13), the source (vv. 14, 15), 
and the support of love (v. 16). 

12. % evr.  éu.] my command- 
ment. Literally, the command- 
ment that is mine, that answers 
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have I spoken to you, that my joy' may be in 
wz you, and that your joy may be fulfilled. This is my 
commandment,’ that ye love one another, even as | 
sloved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that 
ua man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are 
my friends, if ye do that® which I command you. 
1sNo longer do I call you servants; for the servant 


2 lit. the commandment that is mine. 
3 or the things. 


1 lit. the joy that is mine. 


to my nature and my mission 
(v. 9, note), Comp. 1 John ii. 16. 

iva dy.| that ye love. The 
exact phrase emphasises the pur- 
pose as distinguished from the 
simple substance of the command. 

kal. wyar.| See v. 9. 

18. The love of Christ for men 
was the supreme ideal of love. 
Greater love than this, which I 
have shown and still show, no 
one hath or could have; a love 
so framed in its divine law and 
last issue, that one should lay 
down his life for his friends. 
Comp. 1 John iii. 16. 

The implied end of Christ’s 
love—death for another—is re- 
garded as the final aim of human 
self-devotion. Tavrys points back- 
ward to wa ms... O07; and 
nyamnoa bas does not seem to 
be a simple explanation of ravrys, 
but rather a declaration of the 
spirit and purpose of love. Comp. 
iv. 34, v. 8, xvii. 3; 1 John iv, 
17; 3 John 4. 

69] Compare x. 11, note. 

tT. ir. ait.| Love is contem- 
plated here from the side of him 
who feels it, so that the objects 
of it are spoken of as “friends,” 
that is, “loved by him.” In 
Rom. vy. 8 the sacrifice of Christ 
is regarded from the opposite 
side, from the side of those for 


whom it was offered, and men 
are described as being in them- 
selves sinners. 

14. ipeis...] Christ returns 
from the general case (ts) to 
Himself, and shows what is re- 
quired on man’s side to complete 
the conception of that relationship 
which He has established with 
His disciples. 

gido.] The true believer re- 
ceives the title which is charac- 
teristic of Abraham, ‘‘the father 
of the faithful,” “the friend of 
God” (Isa. xli. 8; James ii. 23). 
The title occurs Luke xii. 4 in 
connexion with the prospect of 
suffering. The true disciples had 
been in Christ’s sight all along 
what He now solemnly entitles 
them. 

5...| that which. This (6 not 
a) is probably the true reading, 
so that the emphasis is still laid 
upon the unity of Christ’s com- 
mand (v. 12). 

15. The relation of the believer 
to Christ, out of which springs 
his relation to his fellow believer, 
is essentially one not of service 
but of love. 

ovxert rey... .| Wo longer do 
I call you, as in the time when 
Christ had not fully revealed 
Himself. The relation of God 
to His people under the Law had 


1 


for) 
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been that of Master to servant. 
Comp. Matt. x. 24f., and the 
imagery of the parables: Matt. 
xii, 27f., xvui. 23 ff, xxii. 4ff., 
xxiv. 45 ff.; Mark xiii. 34; Luke 
Sos fk. aed vil 7, te, nocvalaal Os 
xix. 13 ff. See also xiii. 16, xii, 
26 (didKovos). 

dovAovs] The disciples, however, 
still claimed the title for them- 
selves. The less was included in 
the greater, Comp. v. 20. 

é7t...| Comp. viii. 34 ff. 

ov« oid... . 5 xup.| knoweth not 
(with the knowledge of intuitive 
certainty) what his lord is doing. 
At the very moment of action 
there is no sympathy between 
the lord and the slave, by which 
the mind of one is known to the 
other. The slave is an instrument 
(€uvyov dpyavov) and not a 
person, Comp. Rom. vii. 15. 

avr. 6 xup.| The order empha- 
sises the contrast of persons. 

The order is changed in the 
second clause: tuds dé «ipyka di- 
Aovs. The emphasis is laid on the 
personal character of the eleven. 
The title also is one finally con- 
ferred (cipyxa), and not simply 
used as the occasion arises (Aéyw). 

ért...] The perfect revelation 
of the Father’s will involves the 
relation of friendship, To know 
God is to love Him. To receive 
the knowledge of Him is to 
experience His love. The Son 
therefore called those to whom 
He revealed the Father “friends” 


in act before He called them so 
in word, 

The revelation both in com- 
munication (éyvdpica) and in 
reception (jxovaa, comp, viii. 28, 
note) is here presented as com- 
plete. This is one side of the 
truth. But the complete reve- 
lation given in the Lord’s Presence 
needed a fuller unfolding (xvi. 12). 
He had not yet died and risen, 
It was the work of the Spirit 
to interpret afterwards little by 
little what He had revealed in 
word and life implicitly once for 
all (xiv. 26, €v tO dvopari pov, 
xvii. 26, 7d dvoud cov). 

16. The Lord having set forth 
the aim of Christian joy through 
self-devotion, resting on a personal 
relation to Himself, shows how it 
is within reach of attainment. 
The stability of the connexion of 
“friendship” between the Lord 
and His disciples is assured by 
the fact that its origin lies with 
the Lord and not with man, 
This manifestation of love, like 
the divine love itself (1 John iy. 
10), was not called out by any- 
thing in man. It was of divine 
grace, and therefore essentially 
sure, Ye did not choose me, or 
more exactly, /¢ was not ye that 
chose me as your master, as 
scholars ordinarily choose their 
master —the pronoun stands 
emphatically first—but I chose 
you as my friends. The choice 
may be either generally to dis- 
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knoweth not what his lord is doing: but you I have 
called friends; because all things that I heard from 


i6my Father I made known unto you. 


Ye did not 


choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that 
ye should go and bear fruit, and that you fruit 
should abide: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 


cipleship, or specially to the 
apostolate. The use of the word 
in vi. 70 and xiii, 18 (comp, 
Acts i. 2), no less than the con- 
text, in which the eleven are 
regarded as representatives of the 
Lord in relation to His Church, 
favours the second interpretation. 
The power of the office of the 
apostles lay for them in the fact 
that it was not self-chosen. 

eer, | elegi v.; I chose. The 
reference is to the historic fact 
of the calling, Luke vi. 13; Acts 
i, 2. Comp. ch. vi. 70. 

k. €Onka tp.| eb posui vos V. ; 
and appointed (sent) you. The 
word simply describes the assign- 
ment of a special post, which 
here carries with it further duties 
(that ye may...). Comp. Heb. 
Peace, 19.014 seo Lime ied 1, 

iva tu, tray....| that ye on 
your part, in virtue of your 
peculiar knowledge and gifts, 
should go... The repetition 
of the pronoun (ipas, iva tpets) 
brings out the distinctive respon- 
sibility of the apostles. At the 
same time the verb (tdynre) 
marks their separation from their 
Master (Matt. xx. 4, 7, etc.), 
while they went into the world 
as heralds of the gospel (Mark 
xvi. 15; Luke x. 3). Three 
points are noticed in their activity. 
They take up an independent 
place; they are effective; the 
effect which they work is lasting. 
In all this lies the promise of 


the foundation and perpetuity of 
the Church. Moreover, even in 
apparent separation the strength 
of the disciple comes from union 
with his Lord, and thus for a 
moment the imagery of wv. 2 ff. 
is resumed (kxaprov ¢épyte, 6 
KPT. . « « ay . 

iva oruav...| This clause is 
in one aspect subordinate to the 
former; and in another co-or- 
dinate with it. The consumma- 
tion of faith grows out of fruitful 
obedience; and on the other hand 
fruitful obedience coincides with 
the fulfilment of prayer. 

The direct personal application 
of vv. 15, 16 to the Apostles 
is emphatically marked by the 
ninefold repetition of the pronoun 
(vets). At the same time the 
words are to be extended in due 
measure to all disciples whom 
the eleven represented, 

6ru dv ait. 7. wat. ...] The 
conditions of prayer already laid 
down (v. 7) are here presented 
in another light. In the former 
passage prayer was regarded as 
the echo of Christ’s own words. 
Here it is regarded as flowing 
from the new connexion (air. tov 
marépa) realised in the revelation 
of the Son (ev 7. dvopari pov). 
Comp, xvi, 26f. And there is 
another detail to be observed, by 
which the promise in this passage 
is further distinguished from that 
in xiv. 13, 14. There it is said 
of the fulfilment of prayer, rotro 
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tyiv. In the former place stress 


is laid upon the action of Christ; 
in this upon the privilege of the 
believer. The work is wrought 
by Christ, but through the be- 
liever, He receives that which 
enables him to accomplish his 
Lord’s will. Comp. xvi. 23. 

ev T. dv. p.| See xiv. 13, note. 
This clause marks the proper 
object of prayer as spiritual 
and eternal, and not transitory. 
Comp, 1 John y. 14,15. “ Hoe 
petimus in nomine Salvatoris 
quod pertinet ad _ rationem 
salutis” (Aug. i loc.). 


3. The issues of union: the dis- 
ciples and the world (xv. 
17—27) 

The love of Christians for 
Christ and for one another, 
which is the end of Christ’s 
commandment, involves hatred 
on the part of the world (vv. 
17, 18), which springs from an 
essential opposition of nature, 
and finally from ignorance of 
the Father (vv, 19—21). But 
none the less such hatred is in- 
excusable, for Christ fulfilling 
His mission both in word and 
work left no plea for those who 
rejected Him (vv. 22—25); and 
the conflict which He had begun 
the disciples are commissioned to 
continue with the help of the 
Paraclete (vv. 26, 27). 
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17—21. The disciples’ work, as 
a work of love, corresponds not 
only in character but also in 
issue with that of their Master ; 
it is met by hatred which marks 
an opposition of natures between 
believers and the world, and so 
witnesses in fact to the true 
fellowship _of Christians with 
Christ, and to their knowledge 
of God. Comp. 1 John i. 1. 
At first sight the hatred of the 
world for that which is essentially 
good and beautiful could not but 
be a strange trial to believers 
(comp. 1 Peter iv. 12 ff). Christ 
meets the temptation beforehand 
by tracing the hatred to its 
origin, The lesson was soon 
applied: Acts v. 41. 

17. This verse must be taken 
as the introduction of a new line 
of thought, and not, according 
to the modern texts, as the 
summing up in conclusion of 
what has gone before. On this 
point the usage in St. John is 
conclusive against the received 
arrangement, Comp. xiv. 25, 
xv. 11, xvi. 1, 25, 33. The love 
of Christ for Christians is the 
antidote to and the occasion of 
the world’s hatred, which is 
directed against the virtues rather 
than against the failings of 
Christians, Christ first estab- 
lishes the foundation of this love, 
and then lays open the antagonism 
which believers must support, 


*: 


Ver. 17—20] 209 
Father in my name, he may give it you. These 
things I command you, that ye may love one another. 
is If the world hateth you, ye know! that it hath hated 
me before it hated you.” If ye were of the world, 
the world would love its own: but because ye are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
20 therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word 
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1 or know ye. 


Tavr. évreAA.] The commands 
are involved in the teaching 
which has developed the original 
injunction, abide in me (v. 4). 
The scope of all was to create 
mutual love (iva dyamare ad\y- 
Aovs...). 

18. Ei 6 Koo. tp. pucet] Lf 
the world hateth you. This is 
assumed to be the actual fact. 
Compare vii. 7 The verb 
ywookere which follows may be 
either indicative, “ye know,” or 
imperative, “know ye” (Vulg. 
scitote). In favour of the latter 
rendering the imperative in v. 20 
(pvynpovedvere) can be quoted; and 
at the same time it is more 
natural to suppose that the 
attention of the disciples is now 
definitely called to a truth which 
they had but just learnt to 
recognise, than that reference 
should be made to a knowledge 
which at any rate they had been 
very slow to gain. Comp. 1 John 
iv. 2. Now that the issue was 
at hand the past could at length 
be more certainly interpreted 
than at an earlier time; and yet 
more, the immediate experience 
of the disciples interpreted the 
history of their Master. 

eu. mpur. ty.] me priorem vobis 
v.; me first of you, first in regard 
of you. Comp.i.15. The phrase 
is very remarkable. The force 


VOL, I. 


2 or me first of you. 


of it appears to lie in the stress 
laid upon the essential union 
of those which follow with the 
source. The later life is drawn 
from the original life. It is not 
only that Christ was “ before ” 
the disciples as separate from 
them ; He was also their Head. 

pepio.| hath hated. The con- 
ception is of a persistent, abiding 
feeling, and not of any isolated 
manifestation of feeling. The 
“Jews” are treated as part of 
the ‘“ world.” 

19. The hatred of the world 
to the disciples could not but 
follow necessarily from the choice 
of Christ, by which they were 
drawn out of the world to Him. 
This hatred, therefore, became 
to them a memorial of their great 
hopes. Comp. Matt. v. 14f.; 
Rom. viii. 17; 1 Peter iv. 12 f. 

6 Koo, av... épita| The 
love is that of nature, and not 
of moral choice (ayardre, v. 17). 

76 idvov] quod suum erat v. 
The love of the world is marked 
as selfish. It is directed to that 
which specially belongs to itself : 
to a quality and not to a person. 
The fivefold repetition of ‘the 
world” brings out vividly the 
antagonist of Christ. 

eee] See v. 16, note. 

20. 7. doy.| The reference 
appears to be not to xiii. 16, but 
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to some earlier occasion on which 
the words were used, with an 
application like the present one, 
Matt. x. 24. 

ei Ewe ediwg. «.. el... ernpna.| 
The subject is left indefinite, 
being naturally supplied from 
‘“‘the world,” and the alternatives 
are simply stated. The disciples 
could look back and discern 
what they had to expect: some 
courageous followers, some faith- 
ful hearers, out of misunder- 
standing, or careless, or hostile 
multitudes. 

tT. doy. p. eryp.] sermonem 
meum servaverunt v.; kept my 
word ; ‘ observed,” ‘* obeyed,” 
and not (as it has been taken) 
watched with a malicious purpose. 
Comp. viii. 51 ff., xiv. 23, xvii. 6; 
1 John ii. 5; Rev. iii, 8, 10, 
xxii. 7,9. The phrase is peculiar 
to St. John, 

21. dd\dd...] The Lord, with 
an abrupt transition, anticipates 
the judgement and deals with it. 
Persecution and rejection were 
inevitable; but they were not 
really to be feared. The disciples 
could bear them, because they 
sprang from ignorance of God, 
and so indirectly witnessed that 
the disciples knew Him, 

taut. wavr.| all that is included 
in the activity of antagonism. 

mouno. eis ty.] The phrase is 
very remarkable. The disciples 


vov 0€ mpodacw 


Ei py HrOov Kai ehddnoa avrots, apaptiay ovK 


ovk exovow TEept TIS 
were to be not only in fact the 
victims of the world’s hatred, 
but the object which the world 
deliberately sought to overpower. 

dua. 7. dv. p.| Comp. Acts v. 41 
(irép tod dvdparos); 1 Peter iv. 
14. The hostility of the Jews 
to the disciples was called out 
by the fact that these proclaimed 
Christ as being what He had 
revealed Himself to be, the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. This 
was His “name” ; and it became 
the ground of accusation, because 
the Jews knew not God, that 
God whom they professed to 
honour, from whom Christ came. 
To emphasise this idea God is 
spoken of simply as “He that 
sent me,” and not as “God,” or 
“the Father,” or ‘‘the Father 
that sent me.” Comp. iv. 34, 
v. 24, 30, vi. 38, 39, vii. 16, 18, 
28, 33, viii. 26, 29) ix. 4, xii. 44f,, 
xili, 20, xvi. 5. See also xvi. 3, 
note. 

é7t] The true knowledge of 
God carries with it the know- 
ledge of Christ (vill. 42, comp. 
1 John vy. 1); and conversely 
the knowledge of Christ is the 
knowledge of God (xii. 44). 
Comp. Luke xxiii. 34, 

22—25. The Lord, having 
shown the fact and the ground 
of the hatred which His disciples 
would experience, shows also that 
the hatred is without excuse 
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that I said unto you, A servant is not greater than 


his lord. 
persecute you ; 
2 yours also. 


If they persecuted me, 
if they kept my word, they will keep 
But all these things will they do unto 


they will also 


you for my name’s sake, because they know not him 


2 that sent me. 


and yet inevitable. To this end 
He marks the double testimony 
which He had Himself offered 
to His Person and to His office, 
the testimony of teaching (vv. 
22, 23), and the testimony of 
works (24), He had made the 
Father known, The parallelism 
between the two declarations is 
remarkable : 


If I had not come and spoken to 
them, they had not had sin: 
But now they have no excuse 
Jor their sin. 
He that hateth me hateth 
my Father also. 

If I had not done among them the 
works which none other did, 
they had not had sin: 

But now they have both seen 
and hated both me and my 
Father. 


The same two forms of witness 
are appealed to in the same 
order in xiv, 10, 11. Compare 
also Matt. xiii, 16f.; Luke x, 
23 f. 

22. 7Oov|] come. The word 
appears to be used in its technical 
sense: “If I had not claimed 
the true functions of Messiah, 
and spoken in that capacity, and 
wrought ‘the works of the 
Christ,” they might then have 
treated me aS a mere man and 
rejected me without sin.” Comp. 
ix. 41. The Jews had the power 


If I had not come and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin: 


but now they have no 


and the opportunity of discerning 
Christ’s real nature, so that they 
were inexcusable, Compare Deut. 
xvul. 18, 19, where the respon- 
sibility of discernment is laid 
upon the people. 

dpapt. ... eix.] had sin, Com- 
pare ix. 41, note. The phrase 
is peculiar to St. John (v. 24, 
xix, 11; 1 Johni. 8). Compare 
the corresponding phrase ‘ bear 
sin ” (LXX. Aap Bavew apuapriar), 
Num. ix, 13, xiv. 34, xviii. 22, 
etc. In 1 John i. 8, the phrase 
is contrasted with “we have not 
sinned” (odx jpaprykapev). Both 
mark the abiding effects of sin. 
But in the latter the act is the 
central point, and in the former 
the responsibility for the act. 

viv b€ . . .] but now, as it 
is, they have incurred sin and 
have... The words mark a 
sharp contrast, Compare Luke 
xix, 42, ch, viii. 40, ix. 41, xvi. 5, 
xvii, 13, xviii. 36; 1 Cor. vii. 14, 
xii, 20, etc.; and in St. Paul in 
the form vi dé, Rom, iii. 21, 
vi, 22, etc. 

mpopacww] excusationem v.; ex- 
cuse. Compare Ps, ex], 4 (LXX.). 

rept T. au. adt.|] for their sin, 
in the matter of, concerning their 
sin, They have nothing which 
they can even plead in their own 
defence as in times of ignorance 
(1 Peter i. 14; Acts xvii. 30 ; 
Rom, iii. 25). 
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23. 6 eu. yuo. ... puoet] It God. Comp. xiv. 9. Contrast 
is assumed that “the Jews” hate v. 23. 
Christ; and so the necessary 25. dAN iva ...| But this 
consequences of this feeling are cometh to pass that...may... 


laid open. Hatred of the Son 
as Son carries with it hatred of 
the Father, in which character 
He had revealed God. Here in 
connexion with teaching (v. 22) 
the inward disposition of hatred 
only is touched upon, and that 
in a general form (6 pucdv), In 
v. 24 the feeling is marked in 
its historic form (have seen and 
have hated). For the combination 
ee... TOV TaTépa pov see 1 John 
ii, 23, v. 10. 

24. For those who could not 
enter into the witness of words 
Christ added the subordinate 
witness of works (xiv. 10ff., note). 
The works are characterised 
(a ovdels GAXos exoinoev : comp. 
Matt. ix. 33); the words are 
undefined (7AGov Kai éAdAnoa). 
The works of Christ might be 
compared with other works; His 
words had an absolute power 
(vii. 46. Comp, Matt. vii. 29). 
Augustine (in loc.) has an in- 
teresting comparison of other 
miracles with the miracles of 
Christ. 

kat éwpax.| both seen, so far as 
the works revealed outwardly the 
majesty and will of God, and of 
Christ, as the representative of 


Comp. i. 8, but'he came that..., 
ix. 3, but this hath come to pass 
that ..., xi. 4, xiii. 18, xiv. 31; 
1 John ii. 19; Mark xiv. 49, How- 
ever startling it might be that the 
Jews should reject Him whom 
they professed to reverence, by 
doing so they fulfilled the Scrip- 
ture. Comp. Acts xiii. 27. It 
could not but be that the divine 
type, foreshadowed in the history 
of king and prophet, should be 
completely realised. Comp. xii. 
38 f. 

év t. vow. adtt.]| The Lord 
separates His society from the 
unfaithful synagogue (their law). 
The very books which the Jews 
claimed to follow condemned 
them. For the extension of the 
term “Law” to the Psalms see 
x. 34, note. The phrase occurs 
in Ps, xxxv. (xxxiv.) 19, and in 
Ps, Ixix, (Ixviii.) 4. 

Swpeay| gratis v.; without a 
cause, “ gratuitously.” Compare 
1 Sam, xix. 5, xxv. 31; 1 Kings ii. 
31; Ps. xxxv. (xxxiv.) 7 [LXX.]. 
The hostility of the Jews to 
Christ, who was absolutely holy 
and loving, could have no justi- 
fication. It was pure hatred 
without ground. 


VER. 23—26] 


es excuse for their sin. 
2 Father also. 
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He that hateth me hateth my 
If I had not done among them the 


works which none other did, they had not had sin: 
but now have they both seen and hated both me 


and my Father. 


But this cometh to pass, that the 


word may be fulfilled that is written in their law, 


2 They hated me without a cause. 


But when the 


Advocate is come, whom I will send unto you from 


26, 27. There is a pause after 
v. 25. The Lord had dwelt on 
the hatred with which He had 
been met. Yet that was not to 
prevail, The hostility of the 
world is therefore contrasted with 
the power by which it should 
be overcome. In wv. 26, 27, the 
thought is of the vindication of 
the Lord; in ch. xvi. this passes 
into the thought of the support 
of the disciples. 

26. 6 mapaxd.| the Advocate. 
Comp. xiv. 16, note. 

éyo meuip.| Comp. xiv. 7. The 
use of this phrase, involving the 
claim to divine power at this 
crisis of rejection, is made most 


significant by the emphatic pro- : 


noun. 
mapa t. 7at.| ‘The preposition 
mapé expresses properly position 
(“from the side of”) and not 
source (éé, “out of”). The re- 
markable use in Luke vi. 19 is 
explained by Luke viii. 44. 

7. wv. tT. GA7O.] xiv. 17, xvi. 
13; 1 John iv. 6. Christianity 
is itself “the Truth.” It was 
the office of the Spirit to interpret 
and enforce it, The genitive 
describes the substance of that 
with which the Spirit dealt, and 
not a mere characteristic of the 
Spirit, that His witness is true. 

wapa T. nat. | from the Lather 


not from My Father. The mission 
is connected with the essential 
relation of God to man, 

exrop.| procedit v. The term 
éxrropeverar may in itself either 
describe proceeding from a source, 
or proceeding on a mission, In 
the former sense the preposition 
éx (e) would naturally be required 
to define the source (Rev. i. 16, 
etc.) ; on the other hand the pre- 
position zapa (a) is that which 
is habitually used with the verb 
e€épyouar, of the mission of the 
Son, eg. xvi. 27, xvii. 8. The 
use of wapa in this place seems 
therefore to show decisively that 
the reference here is to the 
temporal mission of the Holy 
Spirit, and not to the eternal 
Procession. In accordance with 
this usage the phrase in the 
Creeds is uniformly ‘‘ which pro- 
ceedeth out of” (7d mv. TO ayov 
TO €k TOU TaTpds éK7ropEvopeEvor) ; 
and it is most worthy of notice 
that the Greek Fathers who 
apply this passage to the eternal 
Procession instinctively substitute 
éx for wapa in their application 
of it: e.g. Theodore of Mopsuestia 
(Cat., in loco). At the same time 
the use of the present (éxopeverat) 
in contrast with the future (éya 
7épww), brings out the truth that 
the mission of the Spirit con- 
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sequent on the exaltation of the 
Son was the consummation of 
His earlier working in the world. 
In this respect the revelation of 
the mission of the Spirit to men 
(which proceedeth, I will send) 
corresponds with the revelation of 
the eternal relations of the Spirit 
(from the Father, through the 
Son). 

€xelvos jLapT. . 
26, note. 

The witness of the Spirit was 
not only given through the dis- 
ciples (Matt. x. 19, 20), but is 
also given more widely in the 
continuous interpretation of the 
life of Christ. by the experience 
of men. 

27. x. tu. 8. papt.] The verb 
paptupetre may be indicative (and 
ye also bear witness), or imperative 
(and do ye also bear witness). 
The imperative seems at first 
sight to fall in better with the 
general tenour of the passage 
(vv. 18, 20); but, on the other 
hand, 3 John 12, which is evi- 
dently moulded on this passage, 
favours the indicative; and yet 
more, in these two verses Christ 
is speaking of the witness which 
should maintain His cause against 
the world and not enjoining 
duties. On the whole, therefore, 
the imperative is less appropriate. 
The present tense is used of the 
witness of the disciples, inasmuch 
as their witness was already 
begun in some sense, in contrast 
with that of the Spirit, which 


..] Comp. xiv. 


Tatra NeAdd\nka vu va pry oKavdadioOnre. 


amro- 
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was consequent upon Christ’s 
exaltation, 

ax dpxns| Compare 1 John 
li. 7, 24, iii. 11; and chs, vi. 64, 
xvi. 4 (ef dpyjs). The “ be- 
ginning” is necessarily relative 
to the subject (comp. Matt, xix. 
4,8; Acts xxvi. 4; ch. viii. 44). 
Here it expresses the commence- 
ment of Messiah’s public work 
(Acts i. 22; Luke i. 2), 

For the twofold witness seo 
Acts v. 32. On the one side 
there is the historical witness to 
the facts, and on the other the 
internal testimony of personal 
experience. 

per eu. éot. . . .] are with 
me.... The relation was present 
and unbroken. Comp. Luke xv. 
31.. 


4, The world and the Paraclete 
(xvi, 1—11) 

In this section the manifesta- 
tion of the hatred of the world 
is followed out to its last issues 
(1—4 a), in the prospect of that 
crisis of separation, which is the 
condition of the mission of the 
Paraclete (4b—7), who finally 
tries and convicts the world 
(8—11). The antagonistic forces 
of the world and the Paraclete 
are portrayed in the most en- 
ergetic opposition. The warning 
is answered by the promise. 

Cuap, XVI. 1ff. In the last 
section the hatred of the world 
was exhibited in its general 
character as inevitable and in- 
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the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which goeth 
forth! from the Father, he shall bear witness of me: 
ss and ye” also bear witness, because ye are with me 
from the beginning. 
16 These things have I spoken to you, that ye 
eshould not be made to stumble. They shall put 
you out of synagogue: but the hour cometh, that 


1 or proceedeth. 


excusable, in contrast to the 
witness to Christ ; it is now shown 
in its intense activity as the 
expression of a false religious 
zeal. 
1, Tatra] The reference appears 
to be to the whole revelation of 
the vital union of the believer 
with Christ, of the self-sacrifice 
of Christians, of their power of 
devotion, of their suffering as 
sharers with Christ, of their wit- 
ness coincident with the witness 
of the spirit; and not only to 
the last. section (xv. 17—27). 
Compare xv. 11. 

cxavoadicbnre| scandalizemini 
v. Comp. vi. 61. The image of 
stumbling over some obstacle in 
the way (cxdvdadov, 1 John ii. 10), 
which is common in the first two 
Gospels (eg. Matt. xiii. 21) and 
is found more rarely in St. Luke, 
occurs in this form only in these 
two places in the Gospel of 
St. John. It is expressed other- 
wise in xi. 9f, (comp. Rom. ix. 
32). The offence lay in the 
opposition on the part of the 
world to that which the disciples 
were taught to regard as rightly 
claiming the allegiance of all 
men, and especially in the oppo- 
sition of Israel to that which 
was the true fulfilment of their 
national hopes. No trial could 
be greater to Jewish apostles 


2 or and do ye. 


than the fatal unbelief of their 
countrymen. Comp. Rom. x. 

2. adrooway.| absque synagogis 
v.; out of synagogue, 1.e. excom- 


municate you. Comp. ix. 22, 
xii. 42. 
GAN] sed v. The exclusion 


from religious fellowship might 
seem the climax of religious 
hostility, but there was something 
more formidable still, The con- 
trast is between what the dis- 
ciples could perhaps anticipate, 
and the real extremity of hatred. 
They shall put yow out of 
synagogue; this, indeed, however 
grievous, you may be prepared 
to bear; dwt far more than this; 
the hour cometh that their full 
malignity may be shown, when 
putting you to death will seem 
to be the performance of a re- 
ligious duty. 

épx. &pa wa...] The issue 
is represented in relation to the 
whole divine purpose which it 
fulfilled (Luke ii. 35). This 
uttermost manifestation of the 
violence of unbelief was part of 
the counsel of God. He provided 
for such an end (épyera iva), 
Comp. v. 32, xii. 23, xiii. 1. 

mwas 6...| This will be the 
universal spirit, not only| among 
Jews, who will be the first 
adversaries of the Church, but 
among Gentiles, who will accuse 
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1 Omit duds B. 


you of impious crimes (Tac. Ann. 
xv. 44; Suet. Vero, 16). 

Aart. poo. |obsequiwm preestare 
Deo v.; (hostiam offerre d.) The 
phrase expresses the rendering 
of a religious service, Aatpeta 
(Rom. ix. 4; Heb. ix. 1, 6), and 
more particularly the rendering 
of a sacrifice as service (zpoo- 
pepev, Heb. v. 1 ff, viii. 3 f.,, 
ix. 7 ff. etc.). The slaughter of 
Christians, as guilty of blasphemy 
(Acts vii. 57f., vi. 13), would 
necessarily be regarded by zealots 
as an act of devotion pleasing to 
God, and not merely as a good 
work, The Midrash on Num. 
xxv. 13 ([Phinehas] made an 
atonement) may serve as a com- 
mentary. ‘‘ Was this said because 
he offered an offering (Korban) ? 
No; but to teach them that 
every one that sheds the blood 
of the wicked is as he that offereth 
an offering” (Midrash R. ad loc.). 

8. woino.| The words “ unto 
you” of A.V. (ipiv) must be 
omitted. The action itself, with- 
out regard to the particular 
objects of it, is the central 
thought. 

Ott ovk éyvwoav ...| This fatal 
error was the consequence of a 
failure to know God. The evil 
act followed upon the blinded 
thought. The Jews in their 
crisis of trial “did not recognise” 
(otk éyvwoav) the Father and 
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Christ. Their sin is not placed 
in the want of knowledge in 
itself (od« oidacr, xv. 21, vil. 19, 
vii. 28), but in the fact that 
when the opportunity of learning 
was given to them they did not 
gain the knowledge which was 
within their reach (comp. xvii. 
25, i. 10). 

In this connexion the change 
from “ Him that sent me” (xv. 
21) to “the Father” (not “my 
Father”) is significant. “ The 
Father” marks an absolute and 
universal relation of God to man 
which Christ came to reveal ; 
“Him that sent me” marks the 
connexion of Christ with the Old 
Covenant. 

4, dda Tavt.reA.| Thestrong 
adversative (dAAd) 1s difficult to 
explain. The reference has been 
supposed to be to the words 
immediately preceding ; as though 
it were implied that careful 
reflection might have shown the 
disciples after Christ’s death what 
must be their position. This 
being so, their Master might have 
left them to the teaching of 
experience, but for their sake He 
forewarned them. It is, however, 
perhaps more simple to take the 
adA\a as abruptly breaking the 
development of thought ; “ but, 
not to dwell on the details of 
the future...” 

radra] See v, 1, note. 
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every one who killeth you shall think that he offereth 


sservice to God. 


because they knew not the Father, nor me. 


And these things will they do, 


But 


these things have I spoken to you, that when their 
hour is come, ye may remember them, how that I 


told you. 


s beginning, because I was with you. 


But these things I told you not from the 


But now I go 


unto him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 


4) ®pa avr.| their hour, the 
appointed time for their accom- 
plishment. 

pry. . . . Ore eyo cir. dy] 

Comp. xiii. 19. 
isemphatic. Christ Himself had 
foreseen what caused His dis- 
ciples perplexity. As knowing 
this they could be patient. 

4b ff. The revelation which 
has been given answers to a crisis 
of transition. The departure of 
Christ is the condition of the 
coming of the Paraclete. Separa- 

‘tion and suffering are the pre- 
paration for victory. 

tadra d€... €€ dpx....] The 
phrase é€ dpyjs occurs in the 
New Testament only here and 
in ch. vi. 64. The preposition 
suggests the notion of that which 
flows “out of” a source in a 
continuous stream, rather than 
of that which first began from a 
certain point. Comp. Isa. xl. 21, 
xli, 26, xliii. 9 (LXX.); Ecclus. 
xxxix, 32, 

If this difference be regarded, 
the relation of this statement 
to the warnings of future trials 
given at earlier times as recorded 
by the Synoptists (Matt. v. 10, 
x. 16ff.; Luke vi, 22f.) becomes 
intelligible. The future fate of 
the disciples had not been un- 
folded little by little in unbroken 


The pronoun J 


order as a necessary consequence 
of their relation to Christ. Here 
and there it had been indicated 
before, but now it was shown 
in its essential relation to their 
faith. But these things must not 
be limited to the prediction of 
sufferings only. Christ hadspoken 
also of the new relation of the 
disciples to Himself through the 
Paraclete. This fresh revelation 
was part of the vision of the 
future now first unfolded. 

ore pel? Su. nu.| Comp. Matt. 
ix. 15, 


5. viv 8¢ iray....] Hitherto 
Christ had Himself borne the 
storm of hostility, and shielded 
the disciples: now He was to 
leave them, and the wrath of 
His enemies would be diverted 
upon them, though they would 
have another Advocate. The 
clause is to be closely connected 
with that which follows: “I go 
my way and yet none of you...” 

mp. T. wep. p.| My mission, 
in other words, is completed. 

ovd. é& tu. ...] Christ was 
going; so much the disciples 
realised. But their thoughts 
were bent upon their own imme- 
diate loss, and no one asked how 
this departure affected Him ; so 
completely had their own sorrow 
absorbed them, Thus they missed 
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the abiding significance of His 
departure for themselves. The 
isolated questions of St. Peter 
and St. Thomas (xiii, 36, xiv. 5) 
are not inconsistent with these 
words. Those questions were not 
asked with a view to the Lord’s 
glory; and much had been said 
since which might have moved 
the disciples to a persistency of 
inquiry. 

6. ore ravr. AcAad.]| Comp. we. 
1,4. The prospect of misunder- 
standing and suffering and 
separation to be faced shut out 
all thoughts of consolation and 
strength. 

7. dN éyo...] But though 
you are silent, unable to look 
onward to the later issues of 
immediate separation, J, I, on 
my part, fulfil to the last my 
ministry of love—J tell you the 
truth, it is expedient for you that 
I go away. The disciples were 
deceived by the superficial ap- 
pearance of things. To remove 
their error Christ tells them the 
truth, revealing, laying bare, the 
reality which was hidden from 
eyes dimmed by sorrow. 

ovppéper] eapedit v. Comp. xi. 
50, xviii. 14. From opposite 
sides (“it is expedient for ws,” 
xi. 50; but here “it is expedient 
for you”) the divine and human 
judgements coincide, Comp. vil. 
39, note, 

The personal pronoun in the 


Kat é\ov ékxewwos éhéy€eu Tov Kdopov Tept 


first case (iva éy® aeA6.) is em- 
phatic. Attention is fixed upon 
the Person of the Lord as He 
was known, in order to prepare ~ 
the hearers for the thought of © 
‘“‘another Advocate” (xiv. 16). 
ea yap pn amedO.] st enim non 
abiero v. Here the emphasis is 
changed. ‘The stress is laid upon 
the thought of departure. To 
bring out this idea still more 
clearly, that which is first spoken 
of as a “departure” with the 
predominant notion of separation 
(eav py dredOw) is afterwards 
spoken of as a “journey,” with 


the predominant notion of an ~ 


end to be gained (édv ropeva). 
In v. 10 the idea is that of a 


“withdrawal” (imayw). Comp. 
vii. 33, note. 
6 mapakd, ob py... meu. 


ait... .] The absence of the 
pronoun before the verb here, 
compare éyo 7éeupw, xv. 26, gives 
predominance to the thought of 
the Mission of the Spirit as a 
fact. Comp. Luke xxiv. 49; Acts 
i, 4. The departure of Christ 
was in itself a necessary condition 
for the coming of the Spirit to 
men. Notice the strong form 
of the negative od pi Oy as 
distinguished from the simple 
future (ov« éAevoerar). The with- 
drawal of His limited bodily 
Presence necessarily prepared the 
way for the recognition of a 
universal Presence. Comp. vii. 
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But because I have spoken 


these things to you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 
7But I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Advocate 
will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send him 
unto you..¥ And he, when he is come, will convict 


39. And again the presence of 
Christ with the Father, the con- 
summation of His union with 
the Father as God and man, was 
the preliminary to the Mission of 
the Spirit. He sent the Spirit in 
virtue of His ascended Manhood. 

And yet again the mission and 
the reception of the Spirit alike 
required a completed atonement 
of Man and God (Heb. ix. 26 ff.), 
and the glorifying of perfect 
humanity in Christ. 

8 ff. The promise of the Para- 
clete is followed by the description 
of His victory. The synagogue 
has become the world; and the 
world finds its conqueror. 

8. K. éQ0. éxetvos . . .] The 
whole action of the Spirit during 
the history of the Church is 
gathered up under three heads. 


The categories of sin, righteous- - 


ness, and judgement, include all 
that is essential in the deter- 
mination of the religious state of 
man, and to these the work of 
the Paraclete is referred. His 


_ office is to convict (édéyxew, Vulg. 


arguere) the world—humanity 
separated from God, though not 
past hope—concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgement. 
The idea of ‘ conviction” is 
complex. It involves the con- 
ceptions of authoritative exami- 
nation, of unquestionable proof, 
of decisive judgement, of punitive 
power, Whatever the final issue 


may be, he who “ convicts ” 
another places the truth of the 
case in dispute in a clear light 
before him, so that it must be 
seen and acknowledged as truth, . 
He who then rejects the-con- 
clusion which this exposition 
involves, rejects it with his eyes 
open and at his peril. Truth 
seen as truth carries with it 
condemnation to all who refuse 
to welcome it. The different as- 
pects of this “conviction” are 
brought out in the usage of the 
word in the New ‘Testament, 
There is first the thorough testing 
of the real nature of the facts 
(ch, iii. 20; Eph. v. 13); and 
then the application of the truth 
thus ascertained to the particular 
person affected (James ii. 9; 
Jude 15, (22), 1 Cor. xiv. 24; 
2 Tim. iv. 2; comp. Matt. xviii. 
15; John viii. 9); and that in 
chastisement (1 Tim. v. 20; 
Titus i, 9, ii, 15; comp. Eph..v. 
11); or with a distinct view to 
the restoration of him who is in 
the wrong (Rev. iii. 19; Heb. 
xii, 5; Titus i, 13), 

The effect of the conviction of 
the world by the Spirit is left 
undecided so far as the world is 
concerned ; but for the Apostles 
themselves the pleading of the 
Advocate was a sovereign vin- 
dication of their cause. In the 
great trial they were shown to 
have the right, whether their 
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testimony was received or re- 
jected. The typical history re- 
corded in the Book of the Acts 
illustrates the decisive twofold 
action of the divine testimony 
(2 Cor. ii. 16); for the presen- 
tation of the Truth in its power 
must always bring life or death, 
but it may bring either; and in 
this respect the experience of the 
Apostles on the Day of Pentecost 
(Acts ii. 13, 41) has been the 
experience of the Church in all 
ages. The divine reproof is not 
simply a final sentence of con- 
demnation ; it is also at the same 
time a call to repentance, which 
may or may not be heard. The 
Gospel of St. John itself, as has 
been well pointed out (Kostlin, 
Lehrbegriff, 205) is a monument 
of the Spirit’s conviction of the 
world concerning sin (iii. 19—21, 
v. 28f., 388—47, viii. 21 ff., 34— 
47, ix, 41, xiv. 27, xv. 18—24); 
righteousness (v. 30, vii. 18, 24, 
vill. 28, 46, 50, 54, xii. 32, xiv. 
31, xviii. 37); and judgement (xii. 
31, xiv. 30, xvii. 15). 
___mepi... wept. ..| The Spirit 
will convict the world ‘“ concern- 
ing, in the matter of, sin, of 
righteousness, of judgement.” He 
will not simply convict the world 
as sinful, as without righteous- 
ness, as under judgement, but He 
will show beyond contradiction 
that it is wanting in the know- 
ledge of what sin, righteousness, 
and judgement really are; and 
therefore in need of a complete 
change (eravowa). 


dpapt.... OK... . Kpto.] pecca- 


to... justitia ... judicio. The 
three conceptions, sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgement, are given 
first in their most abstract and 
general form. These are the 
cardinal elements in the deter- 
mination of man’s spiritual state. 
In these his past and present 
and future are severally summed 
up. Then when the mind has 
seized the broad divisions of the 
spiritual analysis the central fact 
in regard to each is stated, from 
which the process of testing, of 
revelation, of condemnation, pro- 
ceeds. In each case the world 
was in danger of a fatal error, 
and this error is laid open in 
view of the decisive criterion to 
which it is brought. 

The three subjects are placed 
in a natural and significant order. 
The position of man is determined 
first ; he is shown to have fallen. 
And then the position of the two 
spiritual powers which strive for 
the mastery over him is made 
known; Christ has risen to the 
throne of glory; the prince of 
the world has been judged. The 
subjects may also be regarded 
from another point of sight. 
When the conviction concerning 
sin is complete, there remains 
for man the choice of two alter- 
natives; on the one side there is 
a righteousness to be obtained 
from without ; and on the other, 
a judgement to be borne. 

So far it may be said that in 
the thought of “sin” man is the 
central subject, as himself sinful; 
in the thought of “righteous- 
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the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and 
oof judgement: of sin, because they believe not on 
me; of righteousness, because I go to the Father, 


ness,” Christ, as alone righteous ; 
in the thought of ‘“ judgement,” 
the devil, as already judged. 

Yet once again the three 
words, sin, righteousness, judge- 
ment, gain an additional fulness 
of meaning when taken in con- 
nexion with the actual circum- 
stances under which they were 
spoken. The “world,” acting 
through its representatives, had 
charged Christ as “a sinner” 
(John ix. 24). Its leaders 
“trusted that they were right- 
eous” (Luke xviii. 9), and they 
were just on the point of giving 
sentence against “the prince of 
life” (Acts iii, 15) as a male- 
factor (John xviii. 30). At this 
point the threefold error (Acts 
iii. 17), which the Spirit was to 
reveal and reprove, had brought 
at last its fatal fruit. 

SA SOTELS ay OTE. «sd OTE. 9s | 
Three distinct facts answering to 
the spiritual characteristics of 
the world, of Christ, and of the 
prince of the world, are stated, 
which severally form the basis of 
the action of the Spirit. The 
conjunction is not to be taken 
simply as explanatory (‘in so 
far as”), but as directly causal ; 
“because this and this and this 
is beyond question, the innermost 
secrets of man’s spiritual nature 
can be and are discovered.” 
Comp. Luke ii, 34, 35. 

9. wept dpapt.... Oru od mor. 
cis éué] The want of belief in 
Christ when He is made known, 
lies at the root of all sin, and 
reveals its nature. Sin is essen- 

tially the selfishness which sets 


itself up apart from, and so 
against God. It is not defined 
by any limited rules, but ex- 
presses a general spirit. Christ 


is thus the touchstone of charac- 


ter. To believe in Him is to 
adopt the principle of self-sur- 
render to God. Not to believe 
in Him is to cleave to legal 
views of duty and service which 
involve a complete misunder- 
standing of the essence of sin. 
The Spirit, therefore, working 
through the written and spoken 
word, starts from the fact of 
unbelief in the Son of Man, and 
through that lays open what sin 
is. In this way the condition of 
man standing alone is revealed, 
and he is left without excuse. 
Comp. viii. 21, ix. 41. 

10. wept Sux... . Ore mp. T. Tar. 
tardyw...] The Person of Christ, 
offered as the object of man’s 
faith, serves as a test of the true 
appreciation of sin. The historical 
work of Christ, completed at His 
Ascension, serves as a test of the 
true appreciation of righteous- 
ness, The Life and Death and 
Resurrection of the Son of God 
placed righteousness in a new 
light. By these the majesty of 
law and the power of obedience 
and the reality of a divine fellow- 
ship, stronger than death, were 
made known once for all, For 
a time the Lord had shown in 
an outward form the perfect 
fulfilment of the Law, and the 
absolute conformity of a human 
life to the divine ideal. He had 
shown also how sin carries with 
it consequences which must be 
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borne; and how they had been 
borne in such a way that they 
were potentially abolished. In 
that life, closed by the return to 
the Father, there was a complete 
exhibition of righteousness in 
relation to God and man. The 
Son had received a work to do, 
and having accomplished it He 


returned not simply to heaven’ 


but to the Father who sent Him, 
in token of its absolute fulfilment. 
This revelation once given was 
final. Because nothing could be 
added to it (I go to the Father); 
because after that Christ was 
withdrawn from human eyes He 
had passed into a new sphere 
(ye behold me no more), there was 
fixed for all time that by which 
men’s estimate of righteousness 
might be tried. On the other 
hand, till Christ had been raised 
to glory ‘‘righteousness” had not 
been vindicated. The condemna- 
tion of Christ by the representa- 
tives of Israel showed in the 
extremest form how men had 
failed to apprehend the nature 
of righteousness, The Spirit, 
therefore, starting from the fact 
of Christ’s life, His suffering, and 
His glory, regarded as a whole, 
lays open the divine aspects of 
human action as concentrated in 
the Son of Man, In this way the 
possibilities of life are revealed 
in fellowship with Him who has 
raised humanity to heaven, 
Suxarootvyns| justitia v. The 
word occurs only in this passage 
in St. John’s Gospel. In his 
first Epistle it is found in the 
_ phrase rovety tiv Sixavoovvyy (il. 


29, iii. 7, 10; comp. Rev. xxii. 11, 
[xix. 11]). Righteousness is evi- 
dently considered in its widest 
sense. ach limited thought of 
righteousness, as of God’s right- 
eousness in the rejection of the 
Jews, or of man’s righteousness 
as a believer, or even of Christ’s 
righteousness, otherwise than as 
the fulfilment of the absolute 
idea in relation both to God and 
man, is foreign to the scope of 
the passage. The world is ex- 
amined, convicted, convinced, as 
to its false theories of righteous- 
ness. In Christ was the one 
absolute type of righteousness ; 
from him a sinful man must 
obtain righteousness. Just as 
sin is revealed by the Spirit to 
be something far different from 
the breaking of certain specific 
injunctions, so righteousness is 
revealed to be something far 
different from the outward fulfil- 
ment of ceremonial or moral 
observances. Comp. Matt. v. 20, 
vi. 33; Rom. iii. 21 f., x. 3. 

OT Tp. T. Tat. vm. K. OvK. Gewp. 
p.] I go to the Father, and ye 
behold me no more. The idea of 
the first clause is that of a com- 
pleted work (viii. 14, xiii. 3); 
that of the second a changed 
mode of existence, ‘There is no 
contrast in the second clause 
between the disciples and others; 
the pronoun is not expressed, 
and the emphasis lies upon the 
verb (Gewpetre). Comp. vv. 16 ff. 
The new mode of existence is 
indicated as absolute (ye behold), 
and not merely relative to the 
world (they shall behold). 
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»uand ye behold me no more; of judgement, because 
ithe ruler of this world hath been judged. 


I have 


yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 


i3bear them now. 


11. wept 8. kpuo. dru. . . Kexp.] 
Of judgement, because the ruler of 
this world hath been judged. ‘The 
world hitherto had passed sen- 
tence on success and failure 
according to its own standard. 
At length this standard had 
been overthrown. He in whom 
the spirit of the world was con- 
centrated had been judged at the 
very moment and in the very 
act by which he appeared to 
common eyes to have triumphed. 
‘ The Lord therefore looks forward 
to the consummation of His own 
Passion as the final sentence in 
which men could read the issues 
of life and death, And the 
Spirit starting from this lays 
open the last results of human 
action in the sight of the Supreme 
Judge. In “this way the final 
victory of right is revealed in 
the realisation of that which has 
been indeed already done. 

kptoews| Comp, Introd. 

5 dpy. tT. Koo. Tour.] princeps 
mundi hujus v. Ch. xii. 31, 
xiv. 30. 

xéxpttat]| The victory was al- 
ready won: xiii.31, Comp, xii. 31. 


5. The Paraclete and. the disciples 

. (xvi. 12—-15) 

The office of the Paraclete is 
not confined to the conviction of 
the world. He carries forward 
the work which Christ had begun 
for the disciples, and guides them 
into all the Truth (vv. 12, 13). 
By this He glorifies Christ (v. 14), 
to whom all things belong (v. 15). 

This section distinctly marks 


Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 


the position of the Apostles with 
regard to revelation as unique; 
and so also by implication the 
office of the apostolic writings as 
a record of their teaching. The 
same trust which leads us to 
believe that the Apostles were 
guided into the Truth, leads us 
also to believe that by the provi- 
dential leading of the Spirit they 
were so guided as to present it in 
such a way that it might remain 
in a permanent form. 

12, “Eri woAAGd...| +The prin- 
ciples had been fully laid down 
(xv. 15); yet there was still need 
of a divine commentary to apply 
these to individual life, and to 
the formation of a universal 
Church. In especial the mean- 
ing of the Passion had to be 
unfolded, for though the Passion 
was potentially included in the 
Incarnation, neither the one nor 
the other could be grasped by 
the disciples till the Son of Man 
was outwardly glorified. 

Baor.| The word Baordlew 
(Vulg. portare, al. bajulare) im- 


plies that such teaching as that , 


of the Cross would have been a 
crushing burden. Comp, ch. xix, 
17; Luke xi. 46, xiv. 27; Gal. 
vi. 2,5; Acts xv. 10. The Re- 
surrection brought the strength 
which enabled believers to sup- 
port it. 

dpt.| now, at this point in 
your spiritual growth. The word 
stands emphatically at the end. 
Compare xiii, 33, note. 

13, drav 8. €AO. éxetvos] The 
whole verse describes an essen- 
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tially personal action. The Spirit 
continues under new conditions 
that which Christ began. 

tT. wv. T. GANG. ... eis T. aANO. 
mac.] He who gives expression 
to the Truth (see xiv. 17) guides 
men into its fulness. He leads 
them not (vaguely) “into all 
truth,” but ‘into all the Truth,” 
into the complete understanding 
of and sympathy with that 
absolute Truth, which is Christ 
Himself. The order is remark- 
able; the truth in all its parts 
(mv dA. wacav). Comp. v. 22; 
Matt. ix. 35; Acts xvi. 26; Rom. 
xu. 4, 

Comp. Ps. xxv. (xxiv.) 5; Rev. 
vii. 17; (Acts viii. 31). 

ddny.] docebit (Supynoeta) v. 
Christ is ‘the way” by which 
men are led to “the truth” By 
Him we goto Him. The Spirit 
“ guides” men who follow His 
leading ; He does not “tell” His 
message without effort on their 
part. He also guides them “into 
the Truth,” which is the domain 
upon which they enter, and not 
something to be gazed upon from 
afar. 

Philo, commenting upon Ex. 
xvi. 23, has a corresponding 
phrase: “The mind [of Moses] 
would not have gone thus straight 
to the mark unless there had 
been a divine Spirit which guided 
it (ro wodnyerotv) to the truth” 
(De Vit. Mos. 111. 36, 11. p. 176). 


ov yap Aad....| The test of 
His true guidance lies in the fact 
that His teaching is the perfect 
expression of the one will of 
God: it is not “of Himself” (see 
xv. 4, note). That which is 
affirmed of the Son is affirmed 
also of the Spirit. Comp. ch. viii. 
26, 40, xv. 15. But it may be 
observed that the message of the 
Son is on each occasion spoken 
of as definite (jxovea), while the 
message of the Spirit is con- 
tinuous or extended (dca dxovcet, 
or dover, or dca dv dxovon). The 
message of Christ given in His 
historical, human lifé, was in 
itself complete at once. The 
interpretation of that message 
by the Spirit goes forward to 
the end of time, 

doa ...| The message of the 
Spirit is continuous, and it is 
also complete. Nothing is kept 
back which is made known to 
Him in the order of the divine 
wisdom. 

axove.| The verb is left abso- 
lute. The fact which is declared 
is that the teaching of the Spirit 
comes finally from the one source 
of Truth. The words that follow 
show that no distinction is made 
in this respect between that 
which is of the Father and that 
which is of Christ. 

kK. T. py...» t.] Aspecial 
part of the whole teaching is 
marked out with reference to 
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truth, is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: 
for he shall not speak from himself; but what things 
soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall 
declare to you the things that are to comie or coming. 


He shall glorify me: because he shall take of mine, 
wand shall declare it unto you. 


All things whatsoever 


the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he 


the work of the Apostles. They 
lived in a crisis of transition. 
For them the Spirit had a cor- 
responding gift: He will declare 
unto you the things that are 
coming. 

Ta epx.| que ventura sunt v.; 
the things that are to come, not 
simply some things to come, but 
the whole system of the world to 
be; or still more exactly the 
things that are coming, ‘that 
future which even now is pre- 
pared, and in the very process of 
fulfilment.” The phrase, which 
occurs here only in the New Testa- 
ment, corresponds with 6 épydpevos 
(Luke vii. 19 f., etc.), and 6 aioy 
6 epxdpevos (Luke xviii. 30). The 
reference is, no doubt, mainly to 
the constitution of the Christian 
Church, as representing hereafter 
the divine order in place of the 
Jewish economy. 

dvayy.| adnuntiabit v. Comp. 
iv. 25; 1 Johni. 5; 1 Pet. i. 12, 
The triple repetition of the 
phrase dvayyeAc ipiv at the end 
of the three verses 13, 14, 15 
gives a solemn emphasis to it. 

14, ék. ey. 80€.| He—that di- 
vine Person to whom we are now 
looking afar off—shadl glorify me. 
The work of the Spirit in relation 
to the Son is presented as parallel 
with that of the Son in relation 
to the Father. Comp. xiv. 26, 
xvii. 4. He “ glorifies” the Son, 


VOL, I. 


that is, makes Him known in 
His full majesty by gradual 
revelation, taking now this frag- 
ment and now that from the 
whole sum of Truth. For the 
manifestation of the Truth is 
indeed the glorification of Christ. 
The pronoun (éxé) is placed 
emphatically before the verb. 
It was Christ, and none other, 
who was the subject of the 
Spirit’s teaching. 

dre. . .| because he shall. . . 
To make Christ better known 
is assumed to be the same as 
spreading His glory, 

ex 7. éu.| All that is Christ’s 
is at first contemplated in its 
unity (7d éudv), and then in its 
manifold parts (advra). 

Aypy.| accipiet v.; shall take 
(as in v, 15), The verb Aap Bdvew 
may be rendered either “receive” 
or “take.” It suggests (as dis- 
tinguished from dé¢yecbar) the 
notion of activity and effort on 
the part of the recipient ; and in 
this connexion “take” brings 
out well the personal action of 


the Spirit. Comp. xx. 22, note. 
15,-rdvra . . eua.. | Comp. 
xvii. 10. 


da. Tour. eir....| The message 
of the Spirit was a message of 
absolute divine Truth; that 
Truth which belonged to the 
Father belonged also to the Son; 
therefore Christ could say that 
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the Spirit would take of that 
which was His in order to fulfil 
His works. 

AapBaver| he taketh. The work 
is even now begun, and not 
wholly future (Ajpwera, v. 14). 


6. Sorrow turned to joy 
(xvi. 16—24) 


The prospect of the fulfilment 
of the work of the Paraclete for 
the world and for the disciples 
is followed by a revelation of the 
condition in which the disciples 
themselves will be. They are 
to stand in a new relation to 
Christ (16—18). A time of bitter 
sorrow is to be followed by joy 
(19, 20), by joy springing (so 
to speak) naturally out of the 
sorrow (21, 22); and this joy is 
to be carried to its complete 
fulfilment (23, 24). 

In this and the following 
section the disciples again, though 
in a body and at first indirectly, 
appear as speakers. The form 
of the first part of the discourses 
is partly resumed at the close, 
though under new conditions, 

16, Mixpov x. otc... . uxpov 
K. dp. pe] The last clause, ort 
eyo imdyw ™pos TOV Tat épa (be- 


cause I go unto the Fuser A.V.) 


eheyov ovv Ti €otw TovTo 6 héye 


x 6 > eines 
eyvw  Inoovs ote 
* Insert éyd DPA. 

5 Omit ri Aade? B; 6 Abya D*. 

6 Insert ofy ATA; insert 6 NAD. 


must be omitted in accordance 
with a very strong combination 
of authorities. ‘The words have 
evidently been introduced from 
v. 17; and they do not occur 
in the Lord’s repetition of the 
sentence, v.19. This verse offers 
a superficial contradiction to xiv. 
19, which may perhaps have 
arrested the attention of the 
disciples. Comp. v. 12, viii. 14. 
In xiv. 19 the thought is of the 
contrast between the world and , 
the disciples; here the thought } 
is of the contrast between two | 
stages in the spiritual history 
of the disciples themselves. As 
contrasted with the world the 
disciples never lost the vision of 
Christ. Their life was unbroken 
even as His life, and so also 
their direct relation to Him. But 
on the other hand, the form of 
their vision was altered. The 
vision of wondering contem- 
plation, in which they observed 
little by little the outward mani- 
festation of the Lord (Gewpia), 
was changed and transfigured 
into sight (éys), in which they 
seized at once intuitively all that 
Christ was. As longas His earthly 
presence was the object on which 


their eyes were fixed, their view 


; 
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taketh of mine, and shall declare it unto you. A 


little while, and ye behold me no more; and again 
wa little while, and ye shall see me. Some of his 
disciples therefore said one to another, What is this 
that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye behold 
me not; and again a little while, and ye shall see 
isme: and, Because I go to the Father? They said 


therefore, What is this 
_.wspeaketh? We know not 


was necessarily imperfect. His 
glorified presence'showed Him in 
His true nature, 

owecbé pe| The fulfilment of 

this promise must not be limited 
_ to any one special event, as the 

Resurrection, or Pentecost, or 
the Return. The beginning of 
the new vision was at the 
Resurrection; the potential ful- 
filment of it was at Pentecost, 
when the spiritual Presence of 
the Lord was completed by the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. This 
Presence slowly realised will be 
crowned by the Return, After 
each manifestation there is a cor- 
responding return to the Father. 

17. Eir. otv é 7. pad... .| 
dixerunt ergo ex discipulis v. The 
particularity of the expression, 
as compared with v, 29, iv. 33, 
seems to mark a distinct im- 
pression on the mind of the 
Evangelist as to the actual scene, 
He, we may suppose, was himself 
silent. sie 

mpos adAydovs| ad invicem vV. ; 
iv. 33, and so xix. 24. The 
phrases in v. 19 (er aAAyAwr), 
and again in xii. 19 (mpos éavrovs), 
are different. 

Tiéor. rovr....] The difficulty 
of the disciples was twofold, (1) 
as to the fact itself which was 


little while whereof he 


what he saith. Jesus per- 


announced, and (2) as to the 
reason which they felt to be 
alleged in explanation of it. It 
is best to keep the rendering 
because, for the conjunction ér 
which introduces the second 
clause. It may, however, serve 
simply to introduce the words 
quoted: and I go to the Father. 
But v. 10 seems to show that 
it was not only the departure 
which was perplexing, but also 
the consequences connected with 
it; and it is from this verse that 
the words are quoted, since they 
are not found in the true text 
of v. 16, 

18. Ti éor. rovr. $ dey. puxp. 3] 
What is this little while whereof 
he speaketh? What are these 
strange intervals, marked by 
separation and change, which 
break the tenour of our inter- 
course ? 

AaX<t] The original marks the 
difference between the purport 
of the saying (8 déyer puxpor, 
Vulg. quod dicit modicum), and 
the form in which the saying 
was conveyed (ri Aare, Vulg. 
quid loquitur). Comp, viii. 43, 
xil, 49, 

19. éyv. "Inc.] Jesus perceived. 
The word éyvw probably indicates 
an outward occasion for the 
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Lord’s words, though indeed He 
read the heart. The anxious 
looks and whisperings of the dis- 
ciples would alone be sufficient 
to reveal their wish. Compare 
v. 6, vi. 15 (yvovs); and on the 
other hand, vi. 6 (yde), xiii. 1, 3, 
xviii, 4 (<idés). Compare ii. 24, 
note. 

20 ff. The Lord in His answer 
takes for granted that which He 
had already made known, and 
reveals the character of the 
double interval (20—22), and 
the new relation to the Father 
realised for the disciples by His 
departure (23, 24). 

20. kravo. x. Opynv. ty.| plora- 
bitis et flebitis vos v. The order 
in this first clause is very re- 
markable. Attention is at once 
fixed on the sadness of the im- 
mediate future for the disciples. 
It is as if the Lord had said to 
them: ‘Sorrow and lamentation 
there shall be. Do not marvel 
at this. And they shall be your 
lot. Meanwhile the world shall 
rejoice. Yes: this shall be the 
issue of that first ‘little while.’ 
Ye shall be sorrowful ; but your 
sorrow, in that you think that 
you have lost me, shall be turned 
into joy. This shall be the issue 
of the second ‘little while,’” 


The words mark the open ex- 
pression of intense sorrow. Such 
lamentation was the natural ac- 
companiment of Christ’s death. 
Comp. Luke xxiii. 27f.; Matt. 
xi. 17, ch: xx, VEL Pormine 
position of ipets comp. xviii. 31, 
xix. 6; Matt. x. 31, xxviii. 5. 

6 8. Koo. xap.] as having been 
freed from one who was a danger- 
ous innovator as well as a con- 
demner of its ways. 

ty. AvTnb.] vos autem contris- 
tabimint v. The inward feeling 
is now substituted for the out- 
ward expression of grief. The 
first sharp utterance of lamen- 
tation was to be followed by a 
more permanent sorrow. The 
words, which had an immediate 
fulfilment in the experience of 
the Apostles before the Resur- 
rection, and again before Pente- 
cost, have alsoa wider application. 
The attitude of sorrow marks in 
one aspect the state of the Church 
until the Return. Comp, v. 16, 
note. 

eis. . . yevno.] Comp. Matt. 
xxl. 42; Luke xiii, 19; Acts iv. 
11, v. 36; 1 Peter ii. 7; Rom. 
xi. 9; 1 Cor. xv. 45; Rev. viii. 
11, xvi. 19. The sorrow itself is 
transformed. 

21. ) yw.] The form of ex- 
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ceived that they were desirous to ask him, and he 
said unto them, Do ye inquire among yourselves 
concerning this, that I said, A little while, and ye 
behold me not, and again a little while, and ye 


2 shall see me? 


Verily, verily, I say unto you, that 


ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: 
ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned 
ainto joy. A woman when she is in travail hath 
sorrow, because her hour is come: but when she is 
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the 
anguish, for the joy that a man is born into the 


pression marks not simply a single 
case, but the universal law. The 
illustration is not taken from 
any one woman, but from woman 
as such, xii, 24, note. 

exer, Ore HAO] The pain of 
travail is referred to the decisive 
moment of its commencement 
(not €AjAvbev, or jKer). The point 
reached when this issue 


was 
necessarily followed. 
drav 5& yevvyon| The verb 


used of the mother represents 
her activity in the production of 
the new life. Comp, Lukei. 13, 
57, xxii. 29 (Gal. iv. 24). Per- 
haps the use of zavd~ov (not 
téxvov) contributes to accentuate 
the same thought, marking the 
individual and not the relation. 

&u. 7. xap.] for the joy, the 
special joy which answered to 
her pangs. 

éyew. . . . els 7. koo.] The 
complex phrase marks not only 
the fact but the sphere of the 
new life. The man is introduced 
to a place in the great order in 
which he has a part to play. 
Comp. viii. 26. 

éyervjOn| not yeyévvyra. As 
in 7\Gev the reference is to the 


moment of anguish in and 
through which the birth was 
fulfilled. 

The phrase appears to be 
unique. Elsewhere in the New 
Testament the corresponding lan- 
guage, ‘‘coming into the world,” 
is used only of Christ (i. 9, iii. 19, 
vi. 14, ix. 39, xi. 27, xii. 46, 
xvi, 28, xviii. 37; 1 Tim. i. 15; 
Heb. x. 5). The Resurrection 
appears to be hinted at: ov« etre 
"EréyOn maidiov dAN dtu” AvOpwros. 
*Evrata yap po tiv dvactacw 
aivitteraL TV avTOv, Kal OTL OvK 
éexelvw TO WOdlvavTe Oavatw, GAG 
TH Bacreia TtikterOar enedr€ 
(Chrys.). 

The image of a new birth is 
constantly applied to the insti- 
tution of Messiah’s kingdom. 
Comp. Matt. xxiv. 8; Mark xiii. 
8 (ddtves); Rom. viii, 22 (cvvwdiver). 
And it is applied more generally 
to the passage to joy through 
sorrow : Isa. lxvi. 6 ff. ; Hos. xiii. 
13, St. Paul uses the same 
image to describe the relation of 
an apostle to his converts, Gal. 
iv. 19. 

dv0.| homo v.; @ man, a being 
endowed with all the gifts of 
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humanity. The potential fulness 
of the completed life is regarded 
as present to the mother’s mind. 

22. x. tp. ov...] And ye now 
therefore... Or, Ye also there- 
fore now... The application of 
the image (ovv) clearly indicates 
that something more is intended 
by it than the mere passage of 
the disciples through suffering to 
joy. The proper idea of birth- 
throes is not that of the transition 
from suffering to joy, but of 
suffering as the necessary con- 
dition and preparation for joy. 
Under this aspect the disciples in 
some sense occupied the position 
of the mother. It was their 
office, as the representatives of 
the Church, to realise the Christ 
of the Resurrection and present 
Him to the world (comp. Rev. 
xii. 2ff.). The time of transition 
from their present state to that 
future state was necessarily a 
period of anguish, and that time 
was even now come (now ye have). 
But the image is not exhausted 
by this application. It appears 
also to have a reference to Christ 
Himself, From Him death was 
as the travail-pain issuing in a 
new life (Acts ii. 24), His passage 
through the grave was as the 
new birth of humanity brought 
about through the extremity of 
sorrow. Comp. ». 7. 

dur. éx.] The phrase is not 


identical with be sorrowful, but 
expresses the full realisation of 
sorrow. See iii. 15, note. 

maXr. 0. of. tu.| The implied 
reference to Christ as Himself 
rising through the Passion to 
His glory seems to have led to 
the use of the first person here, 
as contrasted with the second 
person which was used before 
(vv. 16, 19, deobé pe). The 
highest blessing lies not in the 
thought that God is the object 
of our regard, but that we are 
objects of God’s regard. Comp. 
Gal. iv. 9; 1 Cor. viii. 3; (ch. 
x. 14, 15); Jer. xxxi. 33, kat 
dWopat avrovs (& A.). 

T. xap. by. ovd. dp....] The 
sorrow of the disciples (v. 20) 
underwent a sudden transfor- 
mation. Their joy was stable. 
“Quia gaudium eorum est ipse 
Jesus” (Aug.). The term of the 
sentence implies that they would 
have enemies, but that their 
enemies would not prevail. Comp. 
Heb, xii. 11. 

Rupert expresses the thought 
in part. The old Church was, 
he says, the Mother of the Lord 
to Whom she gave birth through 
the sorrows of the Passion. And 
elsewhere he shows how the image 
had a special application to the 
Apostles. For three days they 
were tried by sore anguish, and 
then “they rejoiced when they 
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And ye! therefore now have sorrow: but I 


will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and 


% your joy no one shall take* away from you. 
that day ye shall ask me no question. 


And in 
Verily, verily, 


I say unto you, If ye shall ask anything of the 


1 or Ye also. 


saw the Lord” (xx. 20) new-born 
from the dead. 

23. ev éx. 7. hy.] in that day 
when the new relation is realised, 
and you enjoy the fulness of 
my glorified presence (xiv. 20). 
“That day” begins with Pente- 
cost and is consummated at the 
Return. The Lord now brings 
before the disciples the conse- 
quences of this “going to the 
Father” (v. 17), perfect know- 
ledge, the perfect fulfilment of 
prayer, perfect joy. 

€ue ovdk épwricere ovd.| ye shall 
ask me no question. All will 
then be clear. The mysteries 
which now perplex you will have 
been illuminated. You will not 
need to seek my guidance when 
you enjoy that of the Spirit. 
The verb (epwrjcere) appears to 
answer directly to the same word 
used before in v. 19 (épwray), 
and again v. 30, and so to be 
used in the same sense. ‘The 
phrase may, however, be rendered 
(as E.V.) ye shall ask me nothing, 
in the sense “ye shall make no 
request of me.” But the context 
appears to favour the other in- 
terpretation. Thus the change 
in the position of the disciples 
as suggested in this clause when 
compared with the next is two- 
fold. Their relation to Christ 
(the pronoun me stands in a 
position of emphasis) is to be 
fulfilled in the recognition of a 
relation to the Father. The 


2 or taketh. 


questioning of ignorance is to be 
replaced by the definite prayer 
which claims absolute accom- 
plishment as being in conformity 
with the will of God. Comp. xv. 
16, note. Comp, Jer, xxxi, 34; 
Heb. viii. 

Augustine notices the am- 
biguity of the Latin (rogo) and 
the original, and the impossibility 
of interpreting the words literally 
in either sense. ‘Quis audeat 
vel cogitare vel dicere in ccelo 
sedentem Christum rogandum 
non esse et in terra manentem 
rogatum fuisse? rogandum non 
esse immortalem, rogari debuisse 
mortalem?” And he concludes: 
‘Tmo, carissimi, rogemus eum 
ut nodum questionis huius ipse 
dissolvat, lucendo in cordibus 
nostris ad videnda que dicit.” 

His view is that the fulness 
of the promise will only be 
realised hereafter in the open 
vision, “ Hune totius laboris sui 
fructum Ecclesia nunc parturit 
desiderando, tune est paritura 
cernendo: nunc parturit gemendo, 
tune paritura letando; nune 
parturit orando, tunc paritura 
laudando” (Aug.). 

dp. dp... .| According to 
uniform usage this formula in- 
troduces a new thought. The 
preceding clause must therefore, 
as it seems, be taken rather with 
what has gone before than with 
these words. 

dv tu air, . 


; | The plural 


24 


232 


en 3 Cal > , 4 
UW EV TM OVOMATL JLOV. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


[Cu. XVI 


Y ¥ > ue 2Q\ 
EWS QAPTL OUK NTYTATE ovoev 


9 las b) , , P; b] A ‘\ hyn 0 id e \ 
EV T@ OVOMATL [LOU QUTELTE KAU nppeo €, Wa XapPa 


5 VULGV W TeTANPaperyn.¥ Tadta év tapoytais heAdAnKa 


26 


e A : ¥ y 4 3 4 > , LA 
UMW EPXETAL WPA OTE OVKETL EV TapoLuiats Aaljow 


Cup A > ‘ , \ A X > Al ecoa 
vpw adda Tappynoie epi TOV TaTpos amayyehO’ viv. 


2 Tee A Hil aks 3 nA > 2 , > 2 \ 
EV €KELVY) ™M NHhEPS €V T@ OVOPLATL fou aityoeo Oe, KQL 


> id e la) 9 > \ 3 4 X U4 \ e A“ - 
OU éyw UW OTL eyo EPWTNTW TOV TATEPA TEP UPWV 
1 dvayyero Co'THGDA, 


(Whatsoever (doa av) A.V.) is not 
found in such words of the Lord 
in St. John (contrast xi. 22) as 
Matt. xxi, 22; Mark xi, 24. 

t. wat.| The return of Christ 
to the Father restored in its 
completeness the connexion of 
man with God, which had been 
broken, 

doo... ev tT. dv. p.] Not only 
is the prayer offered in Christ’s 
name (v. 24, xv. 16), but the 
answer is given in His name, 
Every divine gift represents in 
part the working of that Spirit 
who is sent in His name (xiv. 26). 

24. ews apti] As yet Christ 
Himself was not fully revealed. 
His name in its complete signifi- 
cance was not made known; nor 
had the disciples at present the 
power to enter into its meaning. 
To obtain the blessing it is 
necessary to realise the work of 
Christ. 

air.]| The end is assumed to 
be already reached. The com- 
mand implies a continuous prayer 
(airetre, Matt. vii. 7), and not 
a single petition (Mark vi. 22, 
airncov). 

iva... 7 wer.] may be fulfilled. 
The phrase implies not only the 
fact (va . . . wAnpw6y, xv. 11), 
but the abiding state which 
follows (iva... 4 memAnpwmévn, 
comp. xvii. 13; 1 John i. 4; 


2 John 12). This fulness of joy 
is the divine end of Christ’s work 
according to the Father’s will. 
““Omne gaudium...solum... 
de visione Dei... plenitudinem 
habet .. . Igitur cum dicit Petzte 
et accipietis ut gaudium vestrum 
sit plenum ille tantummodo pet- 
enda esse innuit, que propria aut 
ad visionem Dei in quo solo 
plenitudo gaudii est” (Rup.). 


7. After failure, victory 
(xvi. 25—33) 

This section forms a kind of 
epilogue to the discourses. The 
Lord gathers up in a brief 
summary His present and future 
relations to the disciples (25— 27), 
and the character of His mission 
(28). This is followed by a con- 
fession of faith on the part of 
the disciples (29, 30); to which 
the Lord replies with a warning, 
and with a triumphant assurance 
(31—83). 

25—27. The teaching of wv. 
23f. is unfolded more fully in 
these verses. There will be here- 
after no need of questioning, 
because the revelation will be 
plain (23a, 25): the fulfilment 
of prayer in Christ’s name will be 
absolute, because of the relation 
established between believers and 
the Father (23 4, f., 26f.). 

25. Tavr. év wapoy....| All 
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Hitherto 


have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye 


2 Shall receive, that your joy may be fulfilled. 


These 


things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: the hour 
cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in 
proverbs, but shall tell you’ plainly of the Father. 
In that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not 


1 or declare unto you. 


that had been said since they 
had left the Upper Room. Of 
these revelations part had been 
veiled in figures (the Vine, the 
Woman in travail), and part was 
for the time only half intelligible. 
A deeper meaning lay beneath 
the words, which could not yet 
be made plain. It seems to be 
unnatural to limit the reference 
to the answer to the question in 
v. 17. The description applies 
in fact to all the earthly teaching 
of the Lord. The necessity which 
veiled His teaching to the 
multitudes (Matt. xii. 11 ff.) 
influenced, in other ways, His 
teaching to the disciples. He 
spoke as they could bear, and 
under figures of human limita- 
tion. 

mapoun.| Comp. x. 6, note, 

épx. wpa] Comp. iv. 21, note. 
From the day of Pentecost Christ, 
speaking through the Holy Spirit, 
has declared plainly the relation 
of the Father to men (vv. 13 ff., 
xiv. 26). 

mapp.| palam v.; without re- 
serve, or concealment. Here the 
objective sense of the original 
term prevails, See vil. 13, 
note, 

dmayy.| adnuntiabo v.; tell 
you, or declare unto you, vv. 13 ff. ; 
1 Johni. 2f, The word drayyedAd 
marks the origin rather than 


“ease before Him. 


the destination (dvayyeAG) of the 
message. 

26. ev ex. r. 7p.| v. 23, note. 
The fulness of knowledge leads 
to the fulness of prayer. The 
clearer revelation of the Father 
issues in the bolder petitions 
‘in the Son’s name”; and this 
revelation is given by the Para- 
clete after Pentecost. 

ov Aey.... Oru eyo...) Your 
confidence will then rest upon a 
direct connexion with God, I 
speak not therefore of my own 
intercession in support of your 
requests. This intercession, how- 
ever, is still necessary (1 John 
ii. 1f.) so far as the disciples 
realise imperfectly their position 
as sons, 

épwr. T. wat. wep. ty.| ask the 
Father for you, not directly “in 
behalf of you,” but “ about you,” 
as inquiring what. was__ the 
Comp. Luke 
iv. 38; ch. xvii, 9, 20. This 
use of épwrav in connexion with 
prayer addressed to Godis peculiar 
to St. John. It expresses a 
request made on the basis of 
fellowship and is used in the 
Gospel only of the petitions of 
the Lord (contrast aireiv, xi. 22, 
note). This peculiarity of sense 
explains the use of the word in 
1 John v, 16, where the circum- 
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stances exclude the idea of prayer 
for a brother in fellowship with 
the common Father. 

27. air. y. 6 war. Pid. ty] 
the Lather himself, without any 
pleading on my part, loveth you 
with the love which springs from 
a natural relationship, for the 
disciples are also sons (Rom. viii. 
15). Comp. v. 20; Rev. iii. 19. 
This assurance carries out yet 
further the promise in xiy. 21, 
23 (ayarGv). 

by, eu. weptA.] The word direty 
is used here only in the Gospels 
of the affection of the disciples 
for their Lord (yet see xxi. 15 ff., 
note), and the juxtaposition of 
the pronouns (tipeis ewe ed.) 
gives force to the personal rela- 
tionship. Comp. Matt. x. 37. The 
word is used also in 1 Cor. xvi. 
22. The love of the disciples is 
to be regarded no less as the 
sign than as the cause of the 
Father’s love (xiv. 21, 23). His 
love made their love possible, 
and then again responded to it. 
Their love is regarded both in 


' its origin and in its continuance 
 (wepAyjxare): His love, in its 


present operation (duA¢). 
Augustine asks: ‘‘Ideo amat 

ille, quia nos amamus ? an potius, 

quia ile amat, ideo nos amamus? 


Ex epistola sua Evangelista idem 
ipse respondeat: Nos diligimus, 
inquit, guia prior ipse dilexit nos 
(1 John iv. 10). Hine ergo 
factum est ut diligeremus quia 
dilecti sumus. Prorsus donum 
Dei est diligere Deum. Ipse ut 
diligeretur dedit, qui non dilectus 
dilexit.” Comp, Luke vii. 47. 

éy. map. tT. war. e&md0.| came 
forth from the Father, 'The pre- 
position zapa denotes the leaving 
a position (as it were) by the 
Father’s side (comp. xv. 26); that 
used in the next verse (é) an 
issuing forth from the Father as 
the spring of deity. The twofold 
requirement of true discipleship 
is laid down to be: (1) personal 
devotion, (2) belief in the personal 
(éy#) mission of Christ from 
heaven (xvii. 8), The recognition 
of the Son depends on a right 
sense of His relation to the 
Father. The common reading 
(rapa tod Oeod) obscures this 
thought. 

28. egnr0. ék T. rar. | I came 
out from...-No phrase could 
express more completely unity 
of essence than these words 
(€émOov éx), Comp. viii. 42, note. 
Thus the Lord, while He recog- 
nises the faith of the disciples, 
lays before them a revelation of 
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unto you, that I will ask the Father for’ you; for 


93 Father. 








oS 


the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved 
me, and have believed that I came forth from the 
I came out from the Father, and am come 

into the world: again, I leave the world, and go unto 
2 the Father. His disciples say, Lo, now speakest thou 
so plainly,’ and speakest no proverb. Now we know 

that thou knowest all things, and needest not that 


1 or about. 


deeper mysteries. The verse is 
indeed a brief summary of the 
whole historic work of Christ: 
clause answers to clause: the 
Mission, the Nativity; the 
Passion, the Ascension. 

madw| This revelation is com- 
plementary to the other. Comp. 
1 John ii. 8. 

au. T. koo.] Comp. iv. 3, note. 

mop. mp. tT. tat.| That which 
was before (vv. 10, 17) described 
as a withdrawal (irdyw), is now 
again described as a journey for 
a purpose (zopevoyat). Comp. 
xiv. 12, 28. 

“Sic ad mundum _ veniens 
exiit a Patre ut non desereret 
Patrem ; et sic vadit ad Patrem 
relicto mundo, ut non deserat 
mundum ... Reliquit mundum 
corporali discessione, perrexit ad 
Patrem hominis ascensione, nec 
mundum deseruit presenti gu- 
bernatione” (Aug.). 

29f. The Lord had interpreted 
the disciples’ thoughts, and they 
openly confess their gratitude 
and faith, as satisfied with what 
they can grasp already. 

29. "Ide viv...» viv old. . . «| 
The revelation seemed to the dis- 
ciples to have outrun the promise. 
Their Master had spoken of some 
future time in which He would 


2 or in plainness, 


give a clear declaration of the 
Father. They answer, Vow thou 
speakest plainly ; and we need 
not wait in darkness any longer. 
Now we know that which makes 
silent patience easy. 

"Ide] The sharp interjection 
is characteristic of St. John’s 
narrative. It occurs more often 
in his Gospel than in all the 
other books of the New Testament 
together. Comp. ii. 26, v. 14, 
xi, 36, xii. 19, xix. 4, 5, 14, ete. 

ev wapp.| plainly. ‘In plain- 
ness”; the slight change of form 
from v. 25 (aappyoia, Mark viii. 
32) marks a difference between 
the sphere of the revelation and 
the simple manner; ch. vii. 4; 
Eph. vi. 19; Col. ii. 15. . 

80. viv oid.| Vow we know. 
The discernment of their thought 
(v. 19) seemed to the disciples a 
sure pledge that all was open 
before Christ. A human helper 
needs to have the thoughts of 
those whom he has to help inter- 
preted to him. In such a case 
the question is the natural pre- 
lude to assistance. So the dis- 
ciples had hitherto stood towards 
Christ ; but now they had gained 
afresh confidence, It was enough 
for the believer to feel the want. 
The Lord would satisfy it as was 
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best, without requiring to hear 
it from him, ‘ Prius quam in- 
terrogaretur interrogaturi nove- 
rat voluntatem ” (Aug.). 

“Quis enim est doctorum adeo 
strenuus utsaltem objectis semper 
sufficere possit interrogationibus, 
ne dicam tacitis auditorum occur- 
rere cogitationibus? At ille 
Dominus et Magister quanta 
benevolentia docebat, tanta et 
potentia corda omnium in manu 
sua tenebat, ita ut non nesciret 
quid cuique deesset, quinetiam 
nulla eum cordis cogitatio lateret” 
(Rup.). 

évy rour.| Literally in this. The 
proof is rather vital (so to speak) 
than instrumental (by this E.V.) 
Comp. 1 John ii. 3, 5, iii. 16, 
19S EMIV OO 1O, TST, wees 
Conscious of the Lord’s know- 
ledge of their hearts, they found 
in this the assurance of His 
divine mission (dd @eod). The 
ére is to be connected with 
morevopev, and gives the object of 
faith. St. John’s usage generally 
is against the connexion of the 
particle with év rovrw in the sense 
of ‘“‘because” ; ch. xiii. 35; 1 John 
ii. 3, 5, iii. 19, 24, v.2. In 1 John 
iv. 13 the two constructions occur 
together. 

dm. Oe. éé7d0.] This common 
confession of faith shows how 


gamini.. 


2 dere D, 


little even yet the disciples had 
apprehended the nature of Christ. 
As a body they had not advanced 
as far as the Baptist. 

31 ff. The answer of the Lord 
recognises the faith of the dis- 
ciples, and indicates its incom- 
pleteness. The last trial had not 
yet come outwardly; but even 
this was already surmounted. 
In the victory of the Master the 
essential peace of the disciples 
was included. 

31. "Apri mior.| The words are 
half question, half exclamation 
(xx. 29). The power and the 
permanence of their faith are 
brought into doubt, and not its 
reality. The dpt. marks more 
than a mere point of time (viv, 
vv. 29, 30). It suggests a par- 
ticular state, a crisis; v. 12, 
xii. 7, 33; Rev. xii. 10. 

32. x. éApd.] This clause, as 
contrasted with kal viv éoriy (iv. 
23), presents rather the fulfilment 
of condition than the beginning 
of a period. 

iva oxopm7....ad.| ut disper- 
. relinguatis v. Comp. 
v. 2, note. Even this was part 
of the divine counsel. 

oxop7.| Comp. ch, x. 12; Zech, 
xi. 16, xiii. 7; (Matt. xxvi. 31; 
1 Mace. vi. 54). 

eis Ta 18.) te, “to his own 
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any man should ask thee: in this’ we believe that 
a thou camest forth from God. Jesus answered them, 


zz Do ye now believe? 


Behold, the hour cometh, yea, 


is come, that ye may be scattered, every man to his 


own, and leave me alone: 
ss because the Father is with me. 


and yet I am not alone, 
These things have 


I spoken unto you, that in me ye may have peace. 
In the world ye have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world. 


' or by this, 


home” (xix. 27; Luke xviii, 28, 
true reading), or (more generally) 
“to his own pursuits.” The bond 
which had held them together 
in a society was to be broken; 
Matt. xxvi. 56. Yet see xix. 26. 
xai| For the use of the con- 
junction see viii. 20. It is natural 
to imagine a pause after which 
this clause is solemnly added. 
per en. éot.| ts with me, both 
-now and always. This truth 
must be set side by side with the 
mysterious reference to a moment 
of leaving in Matt, xxvii. 46 
(éyxarédures). 
3. radra . . .] All that has 
been spoken since the departure 


of Judas: the words to the 
faithful. 
év eyo... ev t. koo.] The 


believer lives two lives in two 
different spheres, the eternal life 
in Ohrist, the temporal life im 
the world, ‘There is distrust, 
division, isolation for a time, but 
Christ becomes again the centre 
of a vital union. 

gyere] ye have, Even then 
their conflict had begun, 


Gapa.| confidete v.; be of good 
cheer. ‘The word is found here 
only in St, John. Compare 
Matt. ix. 2, 22, xiv. 27; Mark 
x, 49, 

éy. vex, 7. Koo.] ego vict 
mundumv. 'The pronoun stands 
out with stronger emphasis from 
the absence of the pronoun of 
the second person in the parallel 
clause. Thus in His last recorded 
words of teaching before the 
Passion, the Lord claims the 
glory of a conqueror. Comp. 
1 John v. 4 () vwxjoaca). The 
Christian’s victory is in virtue 
of that which Christ has already 
won for all time. The image of 
the “victory” of believers recurs 
constantly in 1 John and Rev. 
Elsewhere it is found only in 
Rom. viii. 37, xii. 21. 

“ Vos eritis socii victoriz mez, 
consortes regni, participes gloriz” 
(Rup.). 

aomep tod “Adan yrrnBevros 
Traca 7 pio KkatekpiOn ovTw TOU 
Xpirrod viknoavTos «is Tacav THV 
diow 1 vikn duaBeBynxey (‘Theo- 
phylact). 
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XVII. THE PRAYER OF 
CONSECRATION 


1. This chapter stands alone 
in the Gospels. In contains what 
may be most properly called 
“the Lord’s Prayer,” the Prayer 
which He Himself used as dis- 
tinguished from that which He 
taught to His disciples, On other 
occasions we read that the Lord 
“ prayed” (Matt. xiv. 23 and 
parallels, xix. 13; Mark i, 35; 
Luke iii, 21, v. 16, ix. 18, 28f., 
xi. 1), but here the complete 
outline of what He said is pre- 
served. In this respect it is 
noticeable that the other Evange- 
lists have recorded words used 
shortly afterwards at Gethsemane 
(Matt. xxvi. 36 ff. and parallels), 
The nearest parallel to the Prayer 
is the Thanksgiving in Matt. xi. 
25 ff. St. John, it may be added, 
never speaks in his narrative of 
the Lord as “praying,” as the 
other Evangelists do, but on one 
occasion he gives words of thanks- 
giving which imply a previous 
prayer, xi. 41 f., and on another 
occasion he gives a brief prayer : 
xii, 27, note. 

2. It is evident from v, 1 that 
the prayer was spoken aloud 
(comp. Matt. xi. 25/ff.). While 
it was a communing of the Son 
with the Father, it was at the 
same time a most solemn lesson 
by the Master for the disciples 
(v. 13). At the supreme crisis 
of the Lord’s work they were 
allowed to listen to the inter- 
pretation of its course and issue, 


and to learn the nature of the 
office which they had themselves 
to fulfil. The words are a reve- 
lation of what He did and willed 
for men, and a type of that 
fellowship with the Father in 
which allis accomplished. Teach- 
ing is crowned by prayer. Such 
words, however little understood 
at the time, were likely to be 
treasured up, and to grow lumin- 
ous by the divine teaching of 
later experience. 

3. There is no direct evidence 
to show where the Prayer was 
uttered, It is most natural to 
suppose that it followed directly 
after the close of the address to 
the disciples (xvi. 33); and in 
that case that it followed without 
change of place. ‘The discourses 
again in chs. xv., xvi. allow no 
break, and, though they may 
have been spoken on the way, it 
seems more likely that xiv. 31 
marks the departure to some 
fresh spot in which chapters 
XKV.—Xvii. were spoken. St. John’s 
usage admits such a change of 
scene without explicit notice ; 
and the second group of discourses 
forms a distinct whole, which 
at least suggests corresponding 
external conditions. 

It is scarcely possible that 
chapters xv., xvi. could have been 
spoken in the streets of the city. 
It is inconceivable that ch. xvii. 
should have been spoken any- 
where except under circumstances 
suited to its unapproachable 
solemnity. The character of the 
descent to the Kidron, and of 
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These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes 
to heaven, he said, Father, the hour is come; glorify 


the ground on the western side, 
does not afford a suitable locality. 
The upper chamber was certainly 
left after xiv. 31. One spot 
alone, as it seems, combines all 
that is required to satisfy the 
import of these last words, the 
Temple Courts. It may be true 
that there is nothing in the 
narrative which points imme- 
diately to a visit there; but much 
in what is recorded gains fresh 
significance if regarded in con- 
nexion with the seat of the old 
worship. The central object was 
the great Golden Vine (comp. 
Fergusson, Zhe Temples of the 
Jews, pp. 151 ff.), from which 
the Lord derived the figure of 
His own vital relation to His 
people. Everything which spoke 
of a divine Presence gave force 
to the promise of a new Advocate, 
The warning of persecution and 
rejection found a commentary in 
the scenes with which the temple 
had been associated in the last 
few days. Nowhere, as it seems, 
could the outlines of the future 
spiritual Church be more fitly 
drawn than in the sanctuary of 
the old Church. Nowhere, it is 
clear, could our High Priest more 
fitly offer His work and Himself 
and believers to the Father, than 
in the one place in which God 
had chosen to set His Name. 

It may indeed have been not 
unusual for Paschal pilgrims to 
visit the temple during the night. 
At least it is recorded that at 
the Passover ‘it was the custom 
of the priests to open the gates 
of the temple at midnight” (é 
péons vuxrds) (Jos. Ant, XVIII. i. 


2). Such a visit, therefore, as 
has been supposed, is in no way 
improbable. 

4, This prayer of consecration 
is the complement to the Agony. 
There is no inconsistency between 
the two parts of the one final 
conflict. Viewed from the divine 
side, in its essential elements, 
the victory was won (xiii. 31). 
Viewed from the human side, in 
its actual realisation, the victory 
was yet future (xiv. 30). All 
human experience bears witness 
in common life to the naturalness 
of abrupt transitions trom joy to 
sadness in the contemplation of 
a supreme trial. The absolute 
insight and foresight of Christ 
makes such an alteration even 
more intelligible. He could see, 
as man cannot do, both the 
completeness of His triumph and 
the suffering through which it 
was to be gained. Something of 
the same kind is seen in the 
conflict of deep emotion joined 
with words of perfect confidence 
at the grave of Lazarus (xi. 11, 
23, 33, 35, 38, 40 ff); and again 
on the occasion of the visit of 
the Greeks (xii. 23, 27 f., 30 ff.). 

5. The general scope of the 
prayer, which is at once a prayer 
and a profession and a revelation, 
is the consummation of the glory 
of God through Christ, the Word 
Incarnate, from stage to stage, 
issuing in a perfect unity (vv. 
21 ff.). The Son offers Himself 
as a perfect offering, that so His 
disciples may be offered after- 
wards, and through them, at the 
last, the world may be won, In 
the perfected work of the Saviour 
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lies the consecration of humanity. 
The Son declares the accomplish- 
ment of the Father’s work, and 
this being accomplished expresses 
His own will (v. 24). 

6. The chapter falls into three 
main sections : 


I. Tae Son AND THE FATHER 
(1—5); 

II. Tue Son anp His IMME- 
DIATE DISCIPLES (6—19) ; 

III. Tuer Son anp THE CHURCH 
(20—26). 


The subordinate divisions will 
be seen in the following analysis: 


I. THe Son AND THE FATHER 
(1—5) 
(The past as the basis for the 


Suture.) 
Prayer for fresh glory as the 


condition of the Father’s 
glory (1). 
Such was Christ’s work on 
earth in its 
aim (2), 
method (3). 
This had been accomplished (4), 
Christ therefore claims to re- 
sume His glory (5). 


II, THe Son AnD H1Is IMMEDIATE 
DISCIPLES (6 —19) 


(The Revelation of the Father by 
the Son.) 


1, The revelation given and 
accepted (6—8). 

2. The disciples watched over 
though left (9—11), 

. The past work and the 
future aim (12, 13). 

. The conflict andthestrength 
(14, 15). 

. The issue (16—19). 
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III, Taz Son anp THe Cuurcn 
(20—26) 
(The Revelation of the Son to the 
Church and to the world.) 


1, The unity of the Church 
the conviction of the world. 

By the faith of believers to 
come (20, 21). 

By the glory of the disciples 
(22, 23). 

2. The progress of revelation. 

By the contemplation of the 
glory of the Son (24). 

By the revelation through the 
Son of the Father's name (25, 
26). 


I. Toe Son and THE FATHER 
(15) 

1—5. The completion of the 
work given by the Father to the 
Son is the ground for His glorify- 
ing by the Father. The work of 
the Son was to give eternal life 
to men. This life is the know- 
ledge of God. The glory of the 
Son, resting upon His perfected 
work, issues therefore in the 
glory of the Father ; for to know 
God is to give Him honour. 


Carp. XVII. 1. Tatra] These 
things. ‘The reference is to that 
which precedes, The Lord com- 
pleted His words of warning and 
hope and love with the final 
assurance of victory, and then 
He turned from earth to heaven, 
from the disciples to the Father, 
from teaching to prayer. 

éxap. T. 060. . .. elm. . . «| 
sublevatis oculis . . . diaxit v. 
St. John does not separate the 
two actions: lifting up... he 
said . . . The trait marks at 
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2thy Son, that the Son may glorify thee: even as thou 
gavest him authority over all flesh, that all that thou 


once the new region to which 
the thoughts of the Lord are 
turned, and the sense of perfect 
fellowship with the spiritual 
world, Comp. ch. xi. 41; Luke 
xviii, 13; Acts vii. 55, 

The attitude forms a natural 
contrast to Luke xxii. 41, and 
parallels, 

Mlarep| vv. 5,11, 24, ch. xi. 41, 
xii, 27 f., Matt. xi. 25 ; (Luke x. 
21); Luke xxii, 42, xxiii, 34, 46, 
Comp. Luke xi. 2, The form of 
the petition includes the ground 
on which it rests, the absolute 
relation of the Father to the Son. 
The prayer is not regarded as 
directly personal (glorify me; 
contrast xi. 41); nor is it in a 
universal type (O God, glorify ; 
see Luke xviii. 11, 13, and also 
Mark xv. 34). If the prayer 
was (as is likely) spoken in 
Aramean, we cannot but recall 
Mark xiv. 36; Rom. viii. 15; 
Gal, iv. 6 (A BBé). 

7 Spa] Comp. vii. 30, viii. 20, 
xii, 23, xiii. 1, note. All the 
circumstances of redemption pro- 
ceeded (€AjAvbev, comp. ii. 
according to a divine law. In 
the accomplishment of this there 
is no delay and no haste. 

dof. gov tT. vi, Wa 6 VL. . 
The “ glorifying” of the Son is 
the fuller manifestation of His 
true nature. This manifestation, 
given in the fact of His victory 
over death, established by the 
Resurrection and Ascension, is 
set forth as having for its end 
the fuller manifestation of the 
Father. It is through the Son 
that men know and see the 
Father, ch. xiv. 7 ff.; and the 
one end of all work and of all 


VOL. U. 


partial ends is the glory of the 
Father. The “glorifying” of 
the Son must not be limited to 
His support in the Passion, nor 
to His wider acknowledgement, 
though the revelation of His 
Being includes the thoughts 
which were suggested by these 
partial interpretations, Comp. 
xii, 23, note. The true com- 
mentary on the words is Phil. 


otis OiET 


It must be observed that the 
prayer is expressed in an im- 
personal form. It is based upon 
essential relations (thy Son, the 
Son, not me, J), In this respect 
it corresponds with the promise 
in Ps, ii. 8. Comp. viii. 50. 

2. xaf. 2. air. &...] The 
complete elevation of the In- 
carnate Son to His divine glory 
was necessarily presupposed in 
His mission, He received a legi- 
timate authority (éfovcia) over 
humanity as its true Head, and 
this could only be exercised in 
its fulness after the Ascension. 
At the same time the exaltation 
of the Son as Saviour carried 
with it the glorification of the 
Father, as the spring of the 
eternal life which Christ sent 
through the Spirit from heaven. 

édwxas...] The original charge 
once given is treated as the ground 
and measure of the prayer for its 
fulfilment. Nothing is said or 
implied as to the sovereignty of 
the Son over other created beings 
(e.g. angels), His office is re- 
garded primarily in relation to 
man fallen, 

eEovaiay] potestatem v.; au- 
thority. Comp. ch. v. 27; Matt. 
vii. 29, ix. 6, xxviii, 18, For 
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the genitive (. capxds) see Matt. 
x. 1; Mark vi. 7. 

mac. capK.| omnis carnis v.; all 
flesh. The phrase is a rendering 
of a Hebrew phrase (wa $5) 
which describes mankind in their 
weakness and transitoriness, as 
contrasted with the majesty of 
God, Gen. vi. 12; Ps. lxv. 2, 
exlv. 21; Isa, xl. 5f., xlix. 26, 
xvi. 16, 23.) 3) Joel, 91.128 ; 
Ezek, xx. 48, xxi. 5; Jer, xii. 12, 
xxv. 31; Job xii. 10, xxxiv. 15; 
and from that side of their nature 
in which they are akin to, and 
represent, the lower world, Gen. 
VENA O vil LO Edy vii aL, 
ax 1b ae Ps. roma 25:3 
Jer, xxxii. 27, xlv. 5. 

Comp. Matt. xxiv. 22; Luke 
iii. 6; Acts ii. 17; 1 Pet. i. 24; 
Rom, iii, 20; 1 Cor. i, 29; Gal. 
ii, 16. 

From this point of sight the 
whole clause brings out forcibly 
the scope of the Incarnation, as 
designed to bring a higher life 
to that which in itself was in- 
capable of regaining fellowship 
with God. Comp. Iren. Adv. 
Her, v. 16, 2. 

At the same time the univer- 
sality of the Gospel is laid open. 
Not all Israel only (Luke ii, 10 
(ravrt 7G Aad), Matt. xv. 24), but 
all humanity are the subjects of 
Messiah (Matt. xxviii. 19). 

iva wav 0 8d... . adrois] The 
form of expression is remarkable: 
that all that thou hast given him 
to them he should give. The 
Christian body is first presented 
in its unity as a whole, and then 
in its individual members. Comp. 
v, 24, vi. 37. 

The contrast implied in zaca 


odp§ and wav 0 dédwxas, marks 
a mystery of the divine working 
which we cannot understand. 
The sovereignty is universal, the 
present blessing is partial. Comp. 
iii. 16. 

3. air. b€ éor. 7 aiwv. Cw. iva. ..] 
The definition is not of the sphere 
(in this), but of the essence of 
eternal life (comp. xii. 50), The 
subject is taken from the former 
clause: Zhe life eternal—the life 
eternal, of which Christ had just 
now (as ever) spoken—is this, 
that . . . Eternal life lies not so 
much in the possession of a 
completed knowledge as in the 
striving after a growing know- 
ledge. The wa expresses an aim, 
an end, and not only a fact. 
Comp. iv. 34, vi. 29. So too the 
tense of the verb (ywockwor, 
cognoscant v.) marks continuance, 
progress, and not a perfect and 
past apprehension gained once 
for all. Comp. v. 23, x. 38; 
1 John v. 20; ch. xiv. 31 (iva 
yo), xix. 4; 1 John iv. 7, 8 
(ywooke, eyvw). 

The construction which occurs 
here (avry éotiv 7 ai. €. a...) 
is characteristic of St. John, 
xv. 12; 1 John iii, 11, 23, v. 3; 
2 John 6. The force of the 
article (7 ai. ¢:) appears in the 
only other passages of the New 
Testament where it is found: 
Acts xiii. 46; 1 Tim. vi. 12 
(1 John v. 20 is a false reading), 
Comp. 1 John i, 2, ti, 25 (H % 
9 ai.). 

The knowledge which is life, 
the knowledge which from the 
fact that it is vital is always 
advancing (yiwdoKwor, See above), 
is twofold; a knowledge of God 
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hast given him, to them he should give eternal life. 


in His sole, supreme Majesty, 
and a knowledge of the revelation 
which He has made in its final 
consummation in the mission of 
Christ. To regard the phrase 
Tov povov adnOwov Oedv as em- 
bracing here both océ and dv 
dméoretAas, a construction adopted 
by Cesarius (Cramer, Cat., ad 
loc.) and by many Latin fathers 
from Augustine downwards, or 
to regard the juxtaposition of oé, 
T. pov. add. Gedy, and ov dmear., as 
in any way impairing the true 
divinity of Christ, by contrast 
with the Father, is totally to 
misunderstand the passage. It 
is really so framed as to meet 
the two cardinal errors as to 
religious truth which arise in all 
times, the error which finds ex- 
pression in various forms of 
polytheism, and the error which 
treats that which is preparatory 
in revelation as final. On the 
one side men make for them- 
selves objects of worship, many 
and imperfect. On the other 
side they fail to recognise Christ 
when He comes. The primary 
reference is, no doubt, to the 
respective trials of Gentile and 
Jew, but these include in them- 
selves the typical trials of all 
ages, | 

Cyril of Alexandria (ad loc.) 
justly remarks that the know- 
ledge of God as the Father really 
involves a knowledge of the Son 
as God, The true (dAnOwds) God 
is the Father who is made known 
in and by the Son (1 John v. 20), 
And the revelation of God as 
Father, which is the Personal 
revelation of God as love in 
Himself, involves at the same 


_ #And this is the life eternal, that they may know thee 


time the knowledge of the Holy 
Spirit. The epigram which ex- 
presses the teaching of St. 
Augustine, “ubi amor ibi Trini- 
tas,” has its fulfilment in this 
conception. Comp, Aug. De Trin. 
vit. 14, rx. 8. 

The verse finds an instructive 
comment in the double command, 
chexiv.\t: 

airy 5é€...]| Life—eternal life 
—is characteristically spoken of 
by St. John as truly present: 
iii, 36, v. 24, vi. 47, 54; 1 John 
v. 12; and the possession of this 
life may become a matter of 
absolute knowledge: 1 John v. 
13. At the same time this life 
is regarded as future in its reali- 
sation: iv. 14, 36, vi. 27, xii. 25. 
The two thoughts are united in 
vi. 40, see note, 

yvdoxwot| In such a con- 
nexion ‘“ knowledge” expresses 
the apprehension of the truth by 
the whole nature of man. It is 
not an acquaintance with facts 
as external, nor an intellectual 
conviction of their reality, but 
an appropriation of them (so to 
speak) as an influencing power 
into the very being of him who 
“knows” them. ‘ Knowledge” 
is thus faith perfected; and in 
turn it passes at last into sight 
(1 John iti. 2; comp. 1 Cor. xiii. 
9 ff.), It is remarkable that the 
noun (yous, ériyvwors) is not 
found in the writings of St. John; 
the verb on the contrary (ywaoKw) 
is relatively more frequent in 
these than in any other section 
of the New Testament. As in 
the corresponding case of “faith” 
(see ii, 23, note) St. John dwells 
on the active exercise of the 
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power, and not on the abstract 
idea, 

tT. pov. adn. Oe.| solwm verum 
deum v. On the word, ddrOvds 
see iv. 23, note. There are many 
to whom the name of God has 
been applied (1 Cor. viii. 4 ff.), 
but One only fulfils the con- 
ception which man can dimly 
form of the absolute majesty 
of God. Comp. Rom. xvi. 27 ; 
1 Tim. vi. 15f. 

Ov amreoT. . The emphasis 
is laid on the single historic fact 
of Christ’s mission’ (dméoreAas), 
and not on the continuity of its 
effects (dméoradkas, v. 36, xx. 21, 
note), 

"Ino. Xpior.| The occurrence 
of these words creates great 
difficulty. The difficulty is 
materially lessened if Xpiordv is 
regarded as a predicate: “that 
they may know . .. Jesus as 
Christ.” The general structure 
of the sentence, however, is un- 
favourable to this view. The 
complex. name “Jesus Christ ” 
appears to answer exactly to the 
corresponding clause, “the only 
true God.” These two clauses 
are thus most naturally taken 
to define the persons indicated 
before, “ Thee” and “ Him whom 
Thou didst send.” If we accept 
this construction we have then 
to consider whether the definitions 
are to be treated as literally 
parts of the prayer, or as words 
used by the Evangelist in his 
record of the prayer, as_ best 


2 érerelwoa DXTA, 


fitted in this connexion to convey 
the full meaning of the original 
language. In favour of the latter 
view it may be urged (1) that 
the use of the name ‘Jesus 
Christ ” by the Lord Himself at 
this time is in the highest degree 
unlikely, while the compound 
title, expressing as it did at a 
later time the combination of 
the ideas of true humanity and 
of divine office, may reasonably 
be supposed to give the exact 
sense of the Lord’s thought; (2) 
that the phrase “the only true 
God” recalls the phrase of 
St. John ‘the true God” (1 John 
v. 20), and is not like any other 
phrase used by the Lord; (3) 
that the clauses, while perfectly 
natural as explanations, are most 
strange if they are taken as 
substantial parts of the actual 
prayer. It is no derogation from 
the truthfulness of the record 
that St. John has thus given 
parenthetically and in conven- 
tional language (so to speak) the 
substance of what the Lord said 
probably at greater length. 

4, 5. éy. ce é0f . . . kK. viv 
et ce 1 The prayer of v. 1 is 
repeated from the opposite point 
of view. Here the glorifying of 
Christ is treated as a consequence 
of work done, and there as a 
preparation for work still re- 
maining to be done. There is 
also this further difference in 
expression, that in v. 1 the form 
is indirect (cov tov vidv), while 








-4even Jesus Christ. 
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the only true God, and him whom thou didst send, 


I glorified thee on the earth, 


having perfected the work which thou hast given me 


sto do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 


thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 


here it is direct (éys, we). The 
reason of this appears to be that 
in v. 1 the central idea is that 
of the general relation of Son 
and Father, while here the at- 
tention is fixed on what Christ 
had done as man, The eternal 
glory of the Son is to be resumed 
by the Incarnate Son. 

The parallelism between v. 4 
and v. 5 is very close: L glorified 
thee upon earth: Do Thou glorify 
me with Thine own self (i.e. in 
heaven). And in each case the 
personal relation is made em- 
phatic by the juxtaposition of 
the pronouns (éyw oe, v. 43 pe ov, 
Paw esp te 
rh eddgaca . . .| clarificavi v. 
The historical mission of Christ 
is now regarded as ended; the 
earthly work is accomplished. 
By a life of absolute obedience 
and love Christ had revealed— 
and therefore glorified — the 


Father. 
tT. épy. »». 0 dedwx.| Comp. 
v. 36. Here the work is con- 


templated in its unity, as accom- 
plished, and there in its manifold 
parts, as still to bedone. Christ’s 
work is not self-chosen, but 
wrought out in perfect obedience. 

TreXeuwoas] consummavt v.; 
having ad ky The participle 
defines the mode in which the 
glory of God was secured: there 
is but one action. For the use 
of the word reAedw comp. iv. 34, 
note, 

b. vov] now when the hour is 


come, and the last sacrifice of 
humiliation is over. 

Tapa geaut.... apa coi] The 
sense of zapé in this construction 
in St. John is always local (and 
not ethical), either literally (i. 40, 
iv. 40, xiv. 25, xix. 25; Rev. ii. 
13) or figuratively, as expressing 
a direct spiritual connexion (viii. 
38, xiv. 17, 23). The sense 
therefore here, in both cases, is 
“in fellowship with thee.” The 
rendering “in thy sight,” which 
is supported by the usage of other 
writers of the New Testament 
(Luke ii. 52; 2 Thess. i. 6; 
1 Peter ii, 4, etc.), is excluded 
alike by St. John’s usage and by 
the context. 

Thus the verse presents a con- 
trast between the state of the 
Incarnate Son and of the Eternal 
Word. The Person is one (8éacdv 
pe... 4 elxov . . .), but by the 
assumption of manhood the Son 
for a time emptied Himself of 
that which He afterwards re- 
ceived again, 

n «ix.] which I had in actual 
possession and not as the object 
of the divine thought. Comp. 
i. 1, The “glory” here spoken 
of is not the predestined glory 
of Christ’s humanity, but the 
glory of His divinity which He 
resumed on His Ascension, 

™po 7. 7. Koop, eiv.] Comp. 
v. 24, note, The glory of the 
Eternal Word spoken of here is 
distinguished from the glory of 
Christ, the Incarnate Word, 
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spoken of in v. 22, though the 
two correspond with one another, 
The one is supra-temporal (€dwxas, 
v. 24); the other is a present 
possession (dddwxas, v. 22). 

For St. Paul’s statement of 
the fulfilment of these words see 
Phil. ii, 9 ff, 


II. Tue Son anp THE DIscIPLEs 
Set (beoty) 

6 ff. The fulfilment by Christ 
of His work among men contained 
the promise of the wider work 
which should be accomplished 
for and through them on His 
exaltation. Thus the current of 
His prayer passes naturally into 
a new channel, As He had 
prayed for Himself, He prays 
for His disciples. The petition 
dd€acov pe is represented in new 
relations by tnpyaov atrovs (v. 11), 
and ayiacov atrovs (v. 17). The 
glory of Christ, and of the Father 
in Christ, was to be realised by 
the continuance and completion 
of that which He had begun in 
men. 

6. The prayer for the disciples 
is based upon a threefold de- 
claration of what they were in 
relation to Christ (J manifested 
thy name to the men .. .), in 
relation to the Father (thine they 
were . . .), and in themselves 
(they have kept thy word), Each 
statement is a plea in favour 
of the petitions which follow. 


2 t6wxas ABCD; dédwxas NUXTA. 


Together they form a portraiture 
of true discipleship. 

"Edavéepwoa| manifestavi v.; I 
manifested. The phrase is exactly 
parallel with ‘I glorified” in 
v. 4, Christ made known per- 
fectly the name of God as Father 
in His life. Even to the Jew 
this conception of the relation 
of God to man was new. The 
revelation, however, was not made 
to all, but to those who by 
sympathy were fitted to receive it. 

trois avOpumros| The full form 
of the phrase (as contrasted with 
“to those whom .. .”) seems to 
mark a certain correspondence 
between the revelation and the 
recipients of it. As men the 
disciples were enabled to receive 
the teaching of the Son of man 
(comp. i. 4). 

édwxas| Comp. vv. 2, 24, vi. 
37, x. 29, xviii. 9. It is only by 
the influence of the Father that 
men can come to Christ, vi. 44, 
65. Yet the critical act admits 
of being described from many 
sides. The Father is said to 
“draw” men (vi. 44), and Christ 
also draws them (xii. 32). Christ 
“* chooses”? men (vi. 70, xv. 16); 
and men freely obey His call. 

ot | thine not only as creatures 
of God, or as representatives by 
birth of Israel, the chosen people, 
but as answering to the true 
character of Israel (i. 47). 
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sbefore the world was. I manifested thy name unto 


the men whom thou gavest me out of the world: thine 
they were, and thou gavest them to me; and they 


thave kept thy word. Now they know that all things 
swhatsoever thou hast given me are from thee: for 


the words which thou gavest me I have given unto 
them; and they received them, and knew of a truth 


v.; thy word. The revelation of 
Christ as a whole is spoken of 
as the Father’s word (comp. vii. 
16, xii. 48, 49). All was included 
implicitly in the word by which 
the disciples were bidden to seek 
Christ (vi. 45). As they “heard” 
this at first, so they continued 
to hear it. On rnpety see viii. 51, 
note, 

7, 8. These verses unfold the 
growth of discipleship which is 
summarised in the preceding 
clause (they have kept thy word). 
The disciples who followed Christ 
in obedience to the Father had 
come to know by actual experi- 
ence the nature and the source of 
His mission. They trusted Him, 
and then they found out little by 
little in whom they had trusted. 

7. viv éyvoxav| nune cogno- 
verunt v.; now they know, now 
they have learnt through the 
teaching of discipleship. The 
English present seems to express 
best, both here and in »v, 8, the 
actual result of past experience, 
Comp. v. 42, vi. 69, viii. 52, 55, 
xiv. 9; 1 John ii. 4. 

mayvt. 6c. édux.] It might have 
seemed simpler to say “all that 
I have,” but by such a mode of 
expression the thought of the 
special charge committed to the 
Son would have been lost. And 
yet further, the reference is to 
all the elements of the Lord’s 


Life and Work—His words and 
acts—which are severally at- 
tributed to the Father’s love 
(v. 19, 30, viii. 28, xii. 49f,, 
xiv. 10), and now regarded in 
their abiding consequence (are, 
not were). 

8. The fuller insight which the 
disciples gained into the being 
of Christ came through the 
gradual manifestations which He 
“gave” and they “ received.” 

Ta pypata...| verbav. That 
teaching which was before (v. 6) 
regarded in its unity, is now 
regarded in its component ele- 
ments. That which was organi- 
cally one, was made known in 
many parts according to the 
Father’s will (the words which 
thow gavest me). 

The contrast between ddyos 
(word), the complete message, 
and pjya (saying), the detached 
utterance, is frequently important 
in St. John, and yet difficult to 
express without a paraphrase, 
Comp. v. 38 (Adyov), 47 (pnpacw), 
vi. 60 (Adyos), 63 (fypyara), 68 
(pjpara), vill. 43 (Adyos), 47 
(fnpara), 51 (Adyos), xii. 47 
(pjpara), 48 (Adyos), xv. 3 (Adyos), 
7 (pjpara). The plural of Adyos 
occurs x. 19, xiv. 24; pjya does 
not occur in St, John in the 
singular, though it is frequent 
in other parts of the New Testa- 
ment, 
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&laBov K. eyvwoav . . . K. 
éeriotevoav ...| they received... 
and know . . . and believed. . . 
The issues of the reception of 
the successive relations of Christ 
are gathered under the two heads 
of knowledge and faith (comp. 
vi. 69, note), and both alike are 
directed to the recognition of 
Christ and His mission. The 
disciples in their converse with 
their Master perceived, and per- 
ceived truly, on such evidence as 
to exclude all doubt, that the 
source of His life was divine. 
This was a matter on which 
they could themselves judge. So 
far the voice of conscience was 
authoritative as to the character 
of Christ. But beyond this they 
believed that Christ was directly 
sent by God to fulfil a special 
office. This was no longer within 
the province of knowledge; it 
was a conclusion of faith. Yet 
here again in due course ‘‘ faith” 
is transformed into knowledge, 
v. 25. 

9 ff. The Lord has set forth 
the character and the position 
of the disciples, what they had 
received and made their own; 
He now looks forward to their 
future, They are watched over 
though left (9—11). 

9. “Ey® epi air. épwr.] The 
pronouns are emphatic: “I on 
my part, in answer to their de- 


2 éddéacds we D. 


3 atrol NB; obra. CDLX.... 


votion; I, thy Son, for those 
who have been faithful to Thee.” 
The emphatic éy« occurs through- 
out the prayer ; see specially wv. 
4, 12, 14, 19. On the word 
épwré for “pray,” see xvi. 26, 
note. 

The exclusion of “the world” 
from Christ’s prayer is no limi- 
tation of the extent of His love 
(comp. v.21, note), but a necessary 
result of the immediate circum- 
stances of the prayer. His work 
is fulfilled in ever-increasing 
circles of influence. At present 
He is interceding for those who 
have been prepared beforehand 
to continue His work; and in 
their behalf He pleads a request 
of which the fulfilment is guar- 
anteed (so to speak) by a threefold 
claim. The disciples for whom 
intercession is made were indeed 
the Father’s (cof ciow: comp. 
v. 6), and therefore He could not 
but regard His own children. 
And further, in respect to their 
relation to Christ, so far as they 
had been attached to Him this 
also was a relation to the Father 
equally (ra éua wavta od éorw). 
And thirdly, this relation had 
issued in Christ’s glory, and 
therefore in the glory of the 
Father, so that by the fulfilment 
of their part hitherto they called 
out fresh gifts of divine love 
(Sed0gacpan ev aidrois). 














9 didst send me. 
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that I came forth from thee, and believed that thou 


I pray’ for them: I pray? not for 


the world, but for those whom thou hast given me; 
for they are thine: and all things that are mine are 
thine, and the things that are thine are mine: and 


ul have been glorified in them. 


And I am no more 


in the world, and they are in the world, and I come 


1 or ask, 


10. 7. eu. wévra od éor... «| 
This general statement, which i 
expressed in the most compre- 
hensive form, and does not include 
only persons, prepares the way 
for the next. Service rendered 
to Christ is rendered to the Father 
(xiii. 20), so that those who were 
from the first God’s children had 
become nearer to His love by 
their faith in the Son of God. 
The second clause (kat Ta oa end) 
is not required by the argument, 
but serves to emphasise the as- 
sertion of the perfect communion 
of the Son and the Father. The 
words are not to be regarded as 
parenthetical, but as part of the 
exposition of the argument, which 
is made by parallel sentences. 

deddgacpou| To “glorify” God 
(or Christ) is to make Him known 
or to acknowledge Him as being 
what He is (xii. 28, note). Here 
then Christ bears witness to the 
faith of the disciples who had 
been enabled to recognise and to 
confess Him even in His state 
of self-humiliation (vi. 69). This 
glory gained in the persons of 
the disciples is not looked upon 
as past (édofdcOyv, xiii. 31), but 
as abiding (deddgacpa, 1 Peter 
i. 8; 2 Cor. iii. 10). 

év avrois| Faithful disciples 
are the living monuments in 
which Christ’s glory is seen. So 


also a church is the “glory” of 
its founder, 1 Thess. ii. 20. 

11, The declaration of the 
grounds on which the prayer is 
urged is followed by the state- 
ment of the circumstances which 
make the prayer necessary. These 
are simply co-ordinated (kat. . . 
kai. . . kat); and the bare 
enumeration of the facts is left 
without comment. Christ leaves 
the world, the disciples remain 
in the world ; Master and scholars 
must then be separated, so that 
the old connexion will be broken. 
Christ goes to the Father; He 
enters therefore upon a new 
sphere of His mediatorial work, 
in which His mode of action will 
be changed. 

Kayo mp. o. épy.] The return 
of Christ to the Father involves 
more than a local separation from 
His people. It has a spiritual 
correspondence with His ‘‘com- 
ing” into the world (viii. 14, 
xiii, 3), by which the idea of 
separation (ovxére cipt & To 
koopy ...) passes into that of a 
new union. It typified a new 
relation towards the disciples. 
For a time they would be unable 
to “see” Him (xvi. 10, 16 ff.), 
or to “follow” Him (xiii. 33, 
36 f.: comp. vii, 33 ff., viii. 21 ff.). 
Yet this change was designed to 
contribute to their good (xvi. 7), 
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and was to be followed by a fresh 
“coming” to them (xiv. 3 ff., 18, 
23, 28, xxi. 22f.). 

warep aye. ..| Pater sancte... 
v. The substance of the prayer 
here at length finds expression 
when the pleas in support of. it, 
and the occasion which calls it 
out, have been set forth. The 
unique phrase of address (comp. 
Rev. vi. 10; 1 John ii. 20; v. 25, 
matyp dikae) suggests the main 
thought. The disciples hitherto 
had been kept apart from the 
corruption of the world by the 
present influence of Christ. The 
revelation of holiness which He 
had made had a power at once 
to separate and to unite. He 
asks that God, regarded under 
the separate aspects of purity 
and tenderness, may carry for- 
ward to its final issue (iva dow 
év aes jets) that training which 
He had Himself commenced, 
and that too in the same way 
(tnpynoov . . . &v TO dvdpari cov, 
comp. v. 12). The “name” of 
the Father, the knowledge of 
God as Father, is regarded as an 
ideal region of security in which 
the disciples were preserved, It 
is the ground of their safety and 
not of Christ’s power. 

Typ. avr. ev tT. dv. o @ Sed. pe. ] 

. . guos dedisti v.; keep them in 
thy name which thou hast given me. 
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The phrase is very remarkable, 
and has no exact parallel except 
in v. 12. Perhaps the same 
thought is found in Phil. ii. 9 f.; 
and it is illustrated by the 
imagery of the Apocalypse. ‘Thus 
in Rev. ii. 17, a promise is made 
to the victorious Christian: J 
will give him a white stone, and 
on the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he 
that receiveth it; and again it is 
said of “the Word of God”: 
he had a name written that no 
man knew but he himself (xix. 12); 
and again of the saints in glory, 
they shall see his face, and his 
name shall be on their foreheads 
(xxii. 4). These passages suggest 
the idea that the “‘ giving of the 
Father’s name” to Christ ex- 
presses the fulness of His com- 
mission as the Incarnate Word 
to reveal God. He came in His 
Father’s name (v. 43), and to 
make that name known (comp. 
vv. 4ff.). He spoke what He 
had heard (viii. 26, 40, xv. 15). 
And all spiritual truth is gathered 
up in “the name” of *God, the_ 
perfect expression (for men) of 
what God is, which “name” the 


Father gave to the Son to decl a 


when He took man’s nature upogf 
Him. Comp, Exod, xxiii. 21. 
ev Kabds jp. | wnwm sicut et, ‘ve 


v. The unity is not only of 7 will 
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Holy Father, keep them in thy name which 


thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as 


While I was with them, I kept them in thy 


name which thou hast given me: and I guarded 
them, and not one of them perished, but the son of 


_ wperdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. But 


now I come to thee; and these things I speak in 


and love but of nature, perfectly 
realised in absolute harmony im 
Christ. As the divine Unity 
consists with a variety of Persons, 
so too the final unity of men 
does not exclude but perfectly 
harmonises the separate being of 
each in the whole. 

xa. *pets| The use of the 
plural pronoun in such a con- 
nexion is a distinct assertion of 
sameness of essence. The “we” 
which unites the Father and 
Christ affirms that their nature 
is one. Comp. x. 28, 29. 

12f. The Lord looks back upon 
the work which He had wrought 
for the disciples (v. 12), now that 
He is passing into the new order 
(v. 13). The place which He 
had occupied (éy® éryp.) must 
hereafter be filled otherwise. 

12. “Ore jp... . erypow... 
x. epvadaga] cum essem .. . ser- 
vabam ... custodiviv.; while... 
with them I kept... guarded. 
The tenses mark respectively the 
continuous action of watching and 
its completed issue, The differ- 
ence between the verbs them- 
selves appears to be that rypeiv 
expresses the careful regard and 
observance of that which is looked 
at as without (e.g. Matt. xxvii. 


{ 36), while ¢vAdocew describes 


the protection of something held 
as it were within a line of defence 
from external assaults, 


ei py ...| The excepting 
phrase does not necessarily imply 
that Judas is reckoned among 
those whom the Lord “ guarded.” 
The exception may refer simply 
to the statement “not one 
perished.” Comp. Matt. xii. 4; 
Luke iv. 26, 27; Gal. i. 19, ii. 16; 
Rev. xxi. 27. Contrast xviii. 9. 

6 vi. t. arwd.| filius perdi- 
tionis v.; the son of perdition. 
He whose character was defined 
by this terrible mark, 2 Thess. ii. 
3; (2 Sam. xii. 5). Comp. xii. 
36, note. The solemn repetition 
of cognate words in the original 
cannot be preserved (‘not one 
perished but the son of perish- 
ing fap 

iva 4 yp. wAnp.| Judas was 
lost, but even the fall of Judas 
found a place in the whole scheme 
of divine Providence, comp. xii. 
38, note. The reference is to 
Ps. xli. 9 (ch. xiii. 18), rather 
than to Ps. cix. 8 (Acts i. 20). 

13. viv dé... epx.] But now 
I come... The old relation was 
on the point of being broken. 

Christ was, so to speak, already 
on His way to the Father, but 
at the same time He had not 
yet left the world. His prayer 
therefore was offered while He 
was still on the scene of human 
conflict, that the disciples, con- 
scious of His intercession, might 
be able when alone to realise in 


me 


252 GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [Cu. XVII 


Lal 4 ‘ ‘ 
€v T@ KOTLM Wa EexwoWw THY yYapav THY Eunv Temdn- 
, b] e la > \ la > “A ‘\ , 
uu popeny ev €éavtots. “Eyo SdédwKa aitots tov dyov 


A e , 3 4 3 4 4 +] > A 
Gov, Kal 0 KOGMOS EMlanoTEY aUTOVS, OTL OUK ELoLY 
3 lal , | 3 A b] > ‘\ 3 lal , 
€k TOU Kdopov Kalas €y@ ovk ell EK TOU KOOpOU. 
3 3 nw y yy 5] \ . “~ , ’ I y 
15 OUK EpWT® Wa apNs aUTOUS EK TOV KOGLOV GAN wa 


A A lal / 
I6TNPHYTNS avTovs €K TOV TOVypOv. EK TOU KOGMOV OvUK 


+ Ned! \ > oN > aLaEN 3 la) , ae 
17 ELOW Kabas eyo OVK €EbL{LL €K TOU KOO [LOU. aylac ov 


themselves (comp. xiv. 23) that 
joy, characteristic of Him (comp. 
xv. 11, note), which they had 
hitherto found in His presence. 

Tavita ax. . Wa e. 

The prayer was uttered aloud 
that the disciples might draw 
strength from the words which 
they heard. 

14, 15. The joy of Christ must 
be won through conflict. The 
disciples are strong by the Word 
of God and by the Lord’s inter- 
cession, but the world naturally 
hates them. 

14, “Eyo d<5....] The reve- 
lation which the Lord had made 
is now regarded in its complete- 
ness (rov Adyov as compared with 
Ta pypara, v. 8), and in con- 
nexion with Himself (éyd 6.): 
JZ in the fulness of my presence 
have given... The disciples 
were furnished with their power, 
and the crisis which decided their 
future was over. When they 
came before the world the world 
hated them, showed at once and 
decisively its position of an- 
tagonism to the Gospel. The 
single act (é€uécnoey) is contrasted 


with the permanent endowment 


On the other hand, 
see xv. 18, 24 (weutonxev). These 
two facts, MS dédwxa .. . & Kdopos 
éuionoev . . ., form the conditions 


(8é8wxa). 


which determine the nature of 


the apostolic work. 


t. Noy. o.] Comp. vv. 6, note, 
17, v. 38, viii. 31 f. 

odk cic. ek. . .] Comp. v. 16, 
viii. 23, note. 

15. It might have seemed best 
that the Lord should remove 
His disciples from a scene of 
inevitable conflict. But for them, 
as for Himself (xii. 27), the 
conflict was the condition of 
victory. His prayer, therefore, 
was for their protection, and not 
for their withdrawal either by 
isolation or by removal. 

ex 7. Tov.| ex malo v.; out of 
the evil one. The parallel words 
in 1 John v. 18, 19, seem to show 
conclusively that the original 
phrase, which is of doubtful 
gender, is here masculine, Just 


as Christ is Himself the medium | 


or sphere in which the believer 
lives and moves (év xpio7Té), so 
the prince of the world, the evil 
one, is the medium or sphere in 


7 


which they live and move who — 


are given up to him (€v ro zovnpa). 
The relation of man to good and 


evil is a personal relation; and. 


the Lord prays that His disciples 
may be kept out of the range 
of the pervading influence of His 
enemy. He does not pray only 
that they may be delivered from 
the outward assault of the evil 
one (2 Thess. ili. 3, Pvddocoeyv 
ad Tod mwovypod), but that they 
may be preserved from resting 
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the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 


1 themselves. 


I have given them thy word; and the 


world hated them, because they are not of the world, 
seven as I am not of the world. I pray’ not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 


isthou shouldest keep them out of the evil one. 


Of 


, ae 
_ the world they are not, even as I am not of the 
-aworld, Consecrate® them in the truth: thy word is 


1 or ask, 


within his domain. St. John 
especially dwells on this personal 
character of the evil with which 
man has to contend, 1 John ii. 
13, 14 (vevixnxare tov ovypdv) ; 
iii. 12 (€« rod wovypod jv); Vv. 18 
(5 zrovypés); v. 19 (ev 7 wovnpe 


keira). Comp. xii. 31, xiv. 30, 
xvi. 11, [Comp. & for é« xeupds 


in dk Job vi... 233) Ps. ox. 
(cxxxix.) 1.] 

16—19. The issue of the dis- 
ciples’ conflict is not only victory 
but complete consecration. The 
truth for which they are hated 
and by which they are strong 
(v. 14) is the power by which 
they are transformed. 

16. The last clause of v, 14 
is repeated as the ground of a 
new petition. Protection is to 
be followed by hallowing. The 
possibility of this complete con- 
secration, no less than the certain 
prospect of hostility, lies in the 
affinity of the disciples to their 
Lord (otk caiy . . . Kabds yw ovk 
cipi...). A transposition gives 
emphasis to the idea of “ the 
world,” which comes at the be- 
ginning and end of the verse (of 
the world they are not...I am 
not of the world). 

17. éyiacov| Comp. x. 36, note. 

The prayer is that the con- 


2 or hallow, 


secration which is represented 
by admission into the Christian 
society may be completely realised 
in fact; that every power and 
faculty, offered once for all, may 
in due course be effectually 
rendered to God (Rom. xii. 1). 
Tt is not enough for the Christian 
to be “kept” (vv. 11, 15); he 
must also advance, 

év TH Ady. ] The “truth,” the 
sum of the Christian revelation, 
“the word of God,” at once 
embodied in Christ and spoken 
by Him, is (as it were) the ele- 
ment into which the believer is 
introduced, and by which he is 
changed, The “truth” is not 
only a power within him by which 
he is moved; it is an atmosphere 
in which he lives. The end of 
the Truth is not wisdom, which 
is partial, but holiness, which is 
universal, 

5 Aoy. 6 cds] The exact phrase, 
“the word that is thine,” em- 
phasises the fact that Christ’s 
teaching was ‘‘not His own, but 
His that sent Him” (vii. 16). 
And this teaching must not be 
limited to His spoken Word or 
to the written Word, but extended 
to every utterance of God in 
nature and history through the 
Worn. 
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The word of God is not only 
“true,” but “truth,” and has a 
transforming virtue. Comp. viii. 
31. -The phrase occurs in one of 
the Jewish prayers for the new 
year in a different connexion : 
“* Purify our hearts to serve Thee 
in truth. Thou, O God, art 
Truth (Jer. x. 10), and Thy word 
is Truth and standeth for ever.” 

18, 19. The consecration of the 
apostles is connected with two 
thoughts, firstly with that of 
their own work, and _ secondly 
with that of Christ’s work for 
them. They needed the “ sancti- 
fying” which He Himself received 
(x. 36) in order that they might 
fulfil their office; and He made 
that sanctifying possible for 
them, 


18, caf. eu. dmeot. . . . Kayo 
Great. att... .| Comp. xx. 21 
(réurw). The Lord appears to 


look upon the first mission of the 
apostles (Matt. x. 5; Mark vi. 7; 
Luke ix. 2) as including their 
whole future work. Comp. iv. 
38. After His departure they 
continue His work, Comp. 1 John 
ii, 20. 

19. dyualw ep, Wa dow . . 
yyvaop.| The work of the Lord 
is here presented under the aspect 
of absolute self-sacrifice. He 
showed through His life how all 


% Omit éyd NA, 3 micrevodvtTwy D?, 


that is human may be brought 
wholly into the service of God ; 
and this He did by true personal 
determination, as perfectly man. 
The sacrifice of life (Heb. x. 6 f). 
was now to be consummated in 
death, whereby the last offering 
of self was made, The fruits of 
His victory are communicated to 
His disciples. By union with 
Him they also are “ themselves 
sanctified in truth,” through the 
Spirit whose mission followed on 
His completed work, and who 
enables each believer to appro- 
priate what Christ has gained 
(xvi. 14). Christ does for Himself 
(éym dyitlw éwavrov) that which 
is done for the disciples (iva dow 
Hyvac pevot). 

ev dAnO.| in truth, truly, really, 
and not merely in name or ex- 
ternally (comp. iv. 23, note). 
The absence of the article dis- 
tinguishes this phrase from that 
in v. 17 (in the truth). Comp. 
2 John 1; 3 John 1; Col, i. 6; 
Matt, xxii. 16. 


III, THe Son anp THE CHURCH 
(20—26) 

The prayer of the Lord is now 
extended from the Eleven to the 
Church, and through them to 
the world. There is to be a 
progress both in the breadth of 
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ny ' 
istruth. As thou didst send me into the world, even 
180 sent I them into the world. And for their sakes 


I consecrate myself, that they themselves also may 
0 be consecrated in truth. Neither for these only do I 
pray’, but for them also that believe on me through 
a their word; that they may all be one; even as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 


1 or ask, 


unity, and in the apprehension 
of revelation. The unity of be- 
lievers is the conviction of the 
world (20—23); and _ believers 


- advance in knowledge of the 


Son and of the Father (24—26), 
Christ Himself prays for all in 
all time. 

20—23. The unity of the first 
disciples (v. 11) is replaced by a 
larger unity (vv. 21, 23), which 
is regarded as influencing the 
world to faith (v. 21) and know- 
ledge (v. 23). 

20. wept trav mot.| The final 
issue is gathered up in a present. 
The Church of the future is 
regarded as actually in existence 
(which believe and not which shall 
believe [rdv morevodvrwv, Vulg. 
qui credituri sunt]). The im- 
mediate success of the apostles 
carried with it that success which 
should be. Their ‘ word” is the 
appointed means for the calling 
out of faith (Rom. x. 14 f.). 
This “word” is the “ word” 
which they had received from 
Christ (v. 14), the interpretation 
as well as the assertion of the 
facts of Christ’s life. 

21. wa rdvres... iva kK. adT.... 
iva 5 xoc....] The great end 
is regarded in its growing ex- 
tension. The simple and absolute 


) idea of unity comes first (that 


all . . . who now and hereafter 
believe) ; this is then definitely 
extended to the later generations 
of believers (that they also), and 
finally the effect on the world 


comes within the scope of the | 


prayer. And the unity of be- 
lievers is itself presented in a 
threefold form, as a unity of all, 
a unity similar to that of the 
Father and the Son, and a unity 
realised in the Father and the 
Son. 

év dow] Comp. x. 30, vv. 11, 
22; (1 Cor. iii. 8). 

Kabos . . .] The idea of the 
divine unity, which has been 
given generally before (v. 11 and 
v. 22), is set out in detail in its 
correlative manifestation. Comp. 
x. 38, xiv. 10, 11, 20. There is, 
so to speak, an interchange of 
the energy of the divine Life 
(Thou in me, and I in Thee), 


‘which finds a counterpart in | 


the harmonious relations of the | 


members of the Church. The 
true unity of believers, like the 
Unity of Persons in the Holy 
Trinity with which it is compared, 
is offered as something far more 
than a mere moral unity of 
purpose, feeling, affection ; it is, 
in some mysterious mode which 
we cannot distinctly apprehend, 
a vital unity (Rom. xii, 5; Eph. 
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iv. 4). In this sense it is the 
symbol of a higher type of life, 
in which each constituent being 
is a conscious element in the 
being of a vast whole. In “the 
life,” and in “the life” only, 
each individual life is able to 
attain to its perfection. Such a 
conception, however imperfectly 
it may be grasped, meets many 
of the difficulties which beset the 
conception of an abiding continu- 
ance of our present individual 
separation. 

év jpiv dow] The omission of 
“one” emphasises the thought 
of their unity. They who are 
“in God and Christ” necessarily 
find unity in that fellowship. 
God is the essential centre of 
unity. 

év jp.| in us, not simply in 
Me or in Thee. Elsewhere the 
relation is definitely connected 
with the Son, vi. 56, xv. 4, 5; 
(1 John iii, 24), It is through 
the Son that men are united 
with the Father (v. 23, J in 
them); and so they are said “to 
be in God and God in them” 
(1 John iv. 13, 16, 6 66s). 

It will be observed that the 
prayer for unity is offered up 
when the Lord is looking towards 
the widest extension of the faith; 
and the full significance of the 
prayer is made plainer if we bear 
in mind the religious differences 
(e.g. Jew and Gentile) of the 
apostolic age, and the struggles 
through which the Catholic 
Church strove towards its ulti- 
mate victory. 


iva 6 Koo... Two results 
in regard to the world are set 
forth by Christ. The first, that 
it may believe that thou didst send 
me, and the second, that it may 
know that thou didst send me, 
and didst love them as thou lovedst 
me (v. 23). The first has been 
already given as the mark of the 
disciples (v. 8, faith), and (in part) 
the second (v. 25, knowledge) has 
the same value. So also in xi. 
42, the words used by the Lord 
at the raising of Lazarus are said 
to have been spoken for the sake 
of the multitude, that they may 
believe that thou didst send me. 
Such faith then as is here con- 
templated is at least the beginning 
of a true faith, and not a mere 
unwilling acknowledgement of the 
fact. In this connexion it must 
further be noticed that the verbs 
in vv. 21, 23 are both present 
(ricrevn, ywooxn) as contrasted 
with the aorists in vv. 8, 25. 
Thus it appears that the end 
which is proposed as the last 
reward of earthly work is that 
described in general terms in 
1 Cor. xv.28'>) Phi len ik: 
This end, as here regarded, is to 
be brought about by the spectacle 
of the unity of the disciples 
(comp. xiii. 35); and the same 
thought is expressed more fully 
in v. 23. The unity of disciples, 
therefore, while it springs out of 
a direct relation to Christ, must 
have some external expression 
that it may affect those without 
the Church. 

6 xdcpos| A comparison of 
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be in us: that the world may believe that thou didst 


_ #48 we are one; I in them, 


Rom. xi. 25 ff. with this passage 
seems to indicate that the Lord 
looks forward to the time when 
“Tsrael” shall have become in- 
cluded in ‘the world,” and at 
last prove the instrument of its 
conversion. 

drt ov . . .] that Thou, the 
God of Israel, the God of the 
Covenant, and none other... 
Comp. vv. 8, 18, 23, 25, xi. 42. 

22. The mention of the office 
of future believers, to evoke faith 
in the world, leads to the mention 
of their endowment. In the for- 
mer verse the Lord prayed for 
the disciples; He now declares 
what He has Himself done for 
| them (éy dédwxa). Hence the 
emphatic personal pronounstands 
in the front of the sentence 
(kay . ..). He communicated 
to them the glory which He had 
Himself received. The gift of 
this glory (like the prayer in v. 21) 
has regard to a threefold conse- 
quence: that they may be one... 
that they may be perfected in one 
... that the world may know... 

tT. d0& nv 5e5....] Comp. we. 
5, 24. This glory comes from 
the. perfect apprehension of the 
Father as fulfilling His work of 
love (comp, v. 3). Viewed from 
another point of sight it is the 
revelation of the divine in man 
realised in and through Christ. 
80 to know God as He accom- 
plishes His will is to find all 
things transfigured ; and as the 
Son of Man in His own Person 
experienced and showed the 
Father’s purpose, so He enabled 


VOL. I, 


And the glory which thou hast given me 
_ I have given unto them; that they may be one, even 


and thou in me, that they 


His disciples to appropriate the 
truth which He made clear. 
Comp. xiii. 31, note. Such divine 
glory leads to the unity of all 
being. The fulness of this glory 
is to be made known hereafter 
in the Lord’s presence; but 
meanwhile it is partially pre- 
sented in the different mani- 
festations of Christ’s action in 
believers through the power and 
beauty and truth of the Christian 
life. But the idea of “the glory” 
cannot be limited to any one of 
these, 

aitots| unto them, the members 
of the universal Church. 

23. eyo ev ait. . . .| This 
clause, standing in apposition 
to that which precedes, explains 
the nature of the double unity 
of believers in themselves and 
with God. Christ in the body 
of believers is the ground of their 
unity ; and the Father is in Him. 
The unity of believers is therefore 
like that of the divine Persons 
and with Them, The two mem- 
bers of the clause suggest the 
full parallel: Z in them and they 
in me: lin Thee and Thou in me. 

iva ow] The possession of 
the divine “ glory”—the absolute 
harmony of life—furnishes the 


“sure foundation for spiritual 


unity. 

TeTedetwevor eis ev] conswummati 
in unum v.; perfected into one, 
brought (eis) to a final unity in 
which they attain their complete- 
ness, For rereAcwwpévor see Phil. 
iii, 12; Heb. ii. 10, v. 9, vii. 28, 
1X7 Dm hy La od ad 2S + 


17 


24 
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1 John ii. 5, iv. 12, 17,18. That 
which is completed at once on 
the divine side has to be gradually 
realised byman. So the essential 
unity is personally apprehended, 
and issues in the perfection of 
each believer as he fulfils his 
proper part. 

iva yw. 6 Koop... .| that the 
world may know .. . not at 
once (yv@), but by slow degrees 
(ywdoxyn). See v.21, note. This 
knowledge (like the “ belief ” 
above) cannot be taken in any 
other general sense than that 
which is found in the other verses 
of the chapter (v. 8, etc.) It 
is the knowledge of grateful 
recognition and not of forced 
conviction. 

nya. abr. cal. eu. yyar.] The 
spiritual effect wrought in Chris- 
tians, the visible manifestation 
of a power of love among them 
(comp, xiii. 35), is declared to be 
a sufficient proof of the divine 
mission of Him from whom it 
comes, and of the continuance 
in them of the divine working. 
This working is not, however, such 
as might have been anticipated. 
The life of believers shows the 
same contrastsof joy and apparent 
failure as the life of Christ. But 
those contrasts are no disparage- 
ment of the perfectness of the 
love of God towards them, 


2426. While believers over- 
come the world by their unity, 
they are themselves also to ad- 
vance in the fulness of knowledge. 
This progress belongs in part to 
a higher order of being (v. 24); 
but it rests essentially on the 
knowledge of Christ as the inter- 
preter of the Father (v. 25); and 
therefore is realised on earth 
as Christ makes Himself better 
known (v. 26). 

24. The prospect of the com- 
pletion of the work of believers 
leads directly to the thought of 
their bliss. In portraying this 
the Lord places side by side Him 
to whom, and the united body 
for whom, He speaks (zarnp, 
d dédwxds por). He no longer 
“prays,” but gives expression to 
His “will.” J will that... For 
the use of 6é\w by Christ, see 
ch, xxi. 22, 23; Matt. viii. 3, 
xxl, 37, xxvi. 39 and parallels, 
xv. 32 (xx. 14); Luke xii. 49, 

It is further interesting to 
contrast this expression of Christ’s 
own will in behalf of His dis- 
ciples with His submission to 
His Father’s will in His prayer 
for Himself, Mark xiv. 36. 

6... .] quos (ots) v.; that 
which... All believers regarded 
as one whole. See v. 2, note. 

The will of Christ for His 
people includes two things, first 
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may be perfected into one; that the world may know 
that thou didst send me, and lovedst them, even as 


2thou lovedst me. 


Father, as for that which thou 


hast given me, I will that, where I am, they also may 
be with me; that they may behold my glory, which 
thou hast given me: because thou lovedst me before 


that they may be where He is 
(xii. 26, xiv. 3), and so attain in 
the end to the sphere for the 
time unattainable by them (xiii. 


BP 36. Comp. vii. 34); and secondly, 


as dependent on this, that they 
may behold His glory. Each of 
these two issues contains an 
element not contained in the 
corresponding gifts already de- 
scribed. Presence with Christ, 
as involving personal fellowship 
with Him in the sphere of His 
glorified being, is more than a 
union effected by His presence 
with the Church. And the con- 
templation of His glory, in its 
whole extent, by those lifted 
beyond the limits of time, is more 
than the possession of that glory 
according -to the measure of 
present human powers. 

Srov «iyi... wa Oewp... .| 
where I am... may behold, as 
sharing in the Lord’s kingdom, 
2 Tim. ii. 12. The scene of this 
vision is not defined. Under one 
aspect it may be placed at the 
Lord’s “ Presence.” But no one 
special application exhausts the 
meaning of the words. Comp. 
1 John iii, 2; 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

t. d0€. 7. eu. qv 5e5....] The 
full expression (r. dof. 7. &.) 
(see xv. 9, note) as compared 
with +. dog. qv... (v. 22) is 
to be noticed. “The glory” is 
here regarded as belonging and 
answering to the very nature of 


the Son. Yet it is not simply 
the glory of the Word (v. 5), 
but the glory of the Incarnate 
Son (Phil. ii. 9). The “glory” 
of the Word, apart from the 
Incarnation, is not said in the 
language of the New Testament 
to be “ given” to Him, though 
the Father is the “one fountain 
of Godhead.” The “glory” here 
spoken of is the glory of a re- 
stored and consummated harmony 
of God and man, which is made 
the final object of the contem- 
plation of believers, even as it 
is already potentially given to 
them (v. 22). 

ort. ..| because... The love 
of the Father for the Son belongs 
to the eternal order. This love 
when outwardly realised is seen 
as glory in the object of it. And 
since the Father’s love continued 
unchanged towards the Incarnate 
Son, this love necessarily involved 
the fulfilment of His glory as 
the Redeemer and Perfecter of 
humanity. To be allowed to 
“behold” such glory is to be 
admitted to the contemplation of 
an inexhaustible object. 

mpo KataB. Koo... .] ante con- 
stitutionem mundi v. Comp. 
Eph. i. 4; 1 Peter i. 20. The 
corresponding phrase dd xara- 
Bods kéopov (“since the founda- 
tion of the world”) is not 
infrequent: Rev. xiii. 8, xvii. 8; 
Heb. iv. 3, ete, 
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The words distinctly imply the 
personal pre-existence of Christ. 
The thought of an eternal love 
active in the depths of divine 
Being presents, perhaps, as much 
as we can faintly apprehend of 
the doctrine of the essential 
Trinity. 

25, 26. In these concluding 
verses the justification (if we may 
so speak) of the whole prayer 
is gathered up in a simple enu- 
meration of the facts of the 
world’s ignorance, Christ’s know- 
ledge, and the disciples’ faith ; 
and the substance of it in the 
twofold end, that the love of the 
Father for the Son, and the Son 
Himself, may be in the disciples, 
who henceforward represent Him. 

25. lar. Six.| Pater juste v. 
The epithet (comp. v. 11, war. ay.) 
emphasises the nature of the plea. 
It is to the righteousness of the 
Father that the Son appeals, and 
He had fitted them in part and 
would still more completely fit 
them to bear the vision of the 
divine beauty. Those for whom 
He speaks had in part proved 
their faith. 

Kal 6 Koo. o. ovk éyv....] The 
conjunction «ai which stands 
before 6 xdécpos cannot easily 
be translated. It serves to co- 
ordinate the two main clauses, 
which bring out the contrast 


between the world and the dis- 
ciples. The force of it is as 
if we were to say: “Two facts 
are equally true; it is true that 
the world knew Thee not; it is 
true that these knew that Thou 
didst send me.” The first showed 
that in the way of “nature” 
men had failed; the second that 
the Son had found partial welcome 
in the way of “grace” (comp. 
1 Cor. i. 21). 

ey. 8. o. eyv.| This clause 
comes parenthetically to prepare 
for the next. Even if the world 
failed to read the lesson which 
was offered to it, there was yet 
another channel by which the 
knowledge could be conveyed. 
The Son, as the eternal Word, 
had the knowledge, and He came 
to men, and as Man realised the 
knowledge in human life, and 
found some at least who admitted 
His mission. Thus in virtue of 
the Incarnation that was at last 
gained by His disciples, which 
the world had not gained, even 
the true knowledge of the Father. 
éyvwoav| knew. That which 
before (v. 8) has been described 
as a matter of faith, is now pre- 
sented in its final acceptance as 
a matter of knowledge. 

26. The revelation of the 
Father’s name by Christ followed 
on the personal acknowledgement 
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the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the 
world knew thee not, but I knew thee; and these 


knew that thou didst send me; and I made known 


unto them thy name, and will make it known; that 
the love wherewith thou lovedst me may be in them, 


and I in them. 


18 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth 


with his disciples over the brook Kidron’, where was 


1 or the ravine of the Cedars. 


of His mission. This revelation, 
complete in one sense (éyvwpwa. ; 
comp. xv. 15), is none the less 
continuous (yvwpicw). It cannot 
be finished while the world lasts. 
The end of it is that the Father 
may regard the disciples in re- 
sponse to their growing faith 
even as He regarded the Son, 
and that they may feel His love 
(that the love wherewith thow 
lovedst .. . in them ; comp. Rom. 
v. 5). The possibility of such a 
consummation lies in the fact of 
the Presence of the Son Himself 
in them (J in them). 

éyvop.... yvwp.| notum fect ... 
notum faciam v.; I made known 
... and will make it known, 
henceforward by the Holy Spirit, 
whom Christ sent, xv. 26. 

kayo év atr.| The last word 
of the Lord’s prayer corresponds 
with the last word of His dis- 
courses ; @y® veviknka Tov KdopoVv 
(xvi. 33). He is Himself the 
source of victory and life. 





Xvit.—xx. THE VICTORY 
THROUGH DEATH 
This last main division of the 
Gospel falls naturally into four 
principal sections : 
I. The betrayal (xviii. 1—11). 


II. The double trial (xviii. 
12—xix. 16). 

III. The end (xix. 17—42). 

IV. The new life (xx.). 


The last three sections, as will 
appear afterwards, require fur- 
ther subdivision. 


1, In comparing the narrative 
of St. John with the parallel 
narratives of the Synoptists, it 
must be observed generally that 
here, as everywhere, St. John 
fixes the attention of the reader 
upon the ideas which the several 
events bring out and illustrate. 
The Passion and Resurrection are 
for him revelations of the Person 
of Christ. The objective fact is 
a “sign” of something which lies 
deeper. It is a superficial and 
inadequate treatment of his nar- 
rative to regard it as a historical 
supplement of the other narra- 
tives, or of the current oral 
narrative on which they were 
based. It does (it is true) become 
in part such a supplement, be- 
cause it is a portrayal of the 
main spiritual aspects of the facts 
illustrated from the fulness of 
immediate knowledge, but the 
record is independent and com- 
plete in itself. It is a whole, 
and, like the rest of the Gospel, 
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an interpretation of the inner 
meaning of the history which it 
contains. 
Thus in the history of the 
Passion three thoughts among 
others rise into clear prominence: 


(1) The voluntariness of Christ's 


sufferings : 
Xvill. 4. xvill. 36. 
weet) Mei xix. 28. 
a ly hee 


(2) The fulfilment of a divine 
plan in Christ's sufferings : 


Xvilil. 4. xix. 1]. 
comes a 2 say GE 
Se Bile Sate 


Comp. Luke xxii. 53. 


(3) The majesty which shines 
through Christ's sufferings : 


xviii. 6. bape ie 
RO aL — 96 Ff, 
ey & aes PY eG 


The narrative in this sense 
becomes a commentary on earlier 
words which pointed to the end, 

(Vy axe Die Bs (2) xiii. 1. 

(3) xiii. 31. 

2. In several places the full 
meaning of St. John’s narrative 
is first obtained by the help of 
words or incidents preserved by 
the Synoptists. His narrative 
assumes facts found in them: 
é.g. xviii. 11. xvi. 40. 

— 33. xix. 41, 


3. The main incidents recorded 
by more than one of the other 
Evangelists which are omitted by 
St. John are: 

The agony (Matt., Mark, Luke). 
The traitor’s kiss (Matt., Mark, 

Luke). 

The desertion by all (Matt., Mark), 

Comp. John xvi. 32, 


The examination before the San- 
hedrin at night ; the false wit- 
ness ; the adjuration ; the great 
confession (Matt., Mark). 

The mockery as prophet (Matt., 
Mark, Luke). 

The council at daybreak (Matt., 
Mark, Luke). 

The mockery after condemnation 
(Matt., Mark). 

The impressment of Simon (Matt., 
Mark, Luke). 

The reproaches of spectators 
(Matt., Mark, Luke) and of 


the robbers (Matt., Mark, 
| Luke]). 

The darkness (Matt., Mark, 
Luke). 

The cry from Ps. xatvi. (Matt., 
Mark). 


The rending of the veil (Matt., 
Mark). 

The confession of the centurion 
(Matt., Mark, Luke). 


Other incidents omitted by St. 
John are recorded by single 
Evangelists : 

Sr. MarrHew. 
Power over the hosts of heaven. 
Pilate’s wife's message. 
Pilate’s hand-washing. 
The self-condemnation of the Jews. 
The earthquake. — 


Sr. Marx. 
The flight of the young man. 
Pilate’s question as to the death of 
Christ. 
Sr. LUKE. 
The examination before Herod. 
The lamentation of the women. 
Three “words” from the cross 
(xxiii, 34, 43, 46). 
The repentance of one of the 
robbers. 
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a garden, into the which he entered, himself and his 


disciples. 


Now Judas also, which betrayed him, knew 


the place: for Jesus ofttimes assembled there’ with 


1 or resorted thither. 


4, The main incidents peculiar 
to St. John are: 

The words of power at the arrest 
(xviii. 4—9). 

The examination before Annas 
(xviii. 13—24). 

The first conference of the Jews 
with Pilate, and Pilate’s private 
examination (xviii. 283—37, xix. 
9—11). Comp. Matt. xxvil. 
11; Mark xv. 2; Luke xxiii. 3. 

The first mockery, and the Ecce 
Homo (xix. 2—5). 

Pilate’s maintenance of his words 
(xix. 21, 22). 

The last charge (xix. 25—27). 

The thirst. “It is finished ” 
(xix. 28—30). 

The piercing the side (xix. 31—37). 

The ministry of Nicodemus (xix. 
39). 

5. In the narrative of incidents 
recorded elsewhere St. John con- 
stantly adds details, often minute 
and yet most significant ; ¢.9. 


xviii. 1. xviii. 15. xix. 17. 
Meee oD ee Teo LG Ee 19, 
Bele. y=) 20) ti — Do. 
eA Pee ee eo ae Ls 
osh aS OSS ab ogg US 


See the notes. 


6. In the midst of great differ- 

ences of detail the Synoptists 
and St. John offer many impres- 
sive resemblances as to the spirit 
and character of the proceedings ; 
e.g. 
% 1) The activity of the “ High 
Priests” (i.e. the Sadducean 
hierarchy) as distinguished from 
the Pharisees. 

(2) The course of the accusa- 


tion: civil charge: religious 
charge: personal influence. 

(3) The silence of the Lord in 
His public accusations, with the 
significant exception, Matt. xxvi. 
64. 

(4) The tone of mockery. 

(5) The character of Pilate: 
haughty, contemptuous, vacillat- 
ing, selfish. 

7. The succession of the main 
events recorded by the four 
Evangelists appears to have been 


as follows: 
Approximate 
ime. 


lam. The agony. 

» Lhe betrayal. 

», Lhe conveyance to the 
nigh-priest’s house, pro- 
bably adjoining “ the 
Booths of Hanan.” 
The preliminary ex- 
amination before 
Annas in the presence 
of Caiaphas. 

The examination be- 
fore Caiaphas and the 
Sanhedrin at an wrre- 
gular meeting at “ the 
Booths.” 

The formal sentence of 
the Sanhedrin in their 
own proper place of 
meeting, Gazith or 
Beth Midrash (Luke 
xxii. 66); Matt, xxvii. 
1 (apwias yevomerns : 
comp. Mark xv. 1; 
Luke xxii. 66, os 
éyévero uepa). 

The first examination 
before Pilate, at the 
palace, 


2 a.m. 


3 a.m. 


5 a.m. 
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oigteanerte 

5.30 a.m. The examination be- 

fore Herod. 

a“ The scourging and first 
mockery by the soldiers 
at the palace. 

. The sentence of Pilate 
(John xix. 14, dpa jv 
@s €kT7). 

. The second mockery by 
the soldiers of the con- 
demned “ King.” 

. The crucifixion, and 
rejection of the stupe- 
Sying draught (Mark 
xv. 25, hv dpa tpirn). 
12 noon. The last charge. 

12—3 p.m. The darkness (Matt. 

xxvii, 45; Mark xv. 
33; Luke xxiii. 44, jv 
oe Opa extn... ews 
@pas evvarns). 


The end. 


J. Tur Berrayau, Jesus and the 
disciples ; Judas and the ad- 
versaries (1—11) 

The substance of this section 
is peculiar to St, John, though it 
presents many points of contact 
with the Synoptic narratives, 
The conflict which the other 
Evangelists record is here pre- 
supposed and regarded in its 
issues. The victory follows the 
battle. The Lord acts freely and 
with sovereign and _ protecting 
power towards His enemies and 
His disciples at the moment when 
He is given over for death. 


Cuap. XVIII. 1. Tavr. ciz. 
"Ino... .] ch. xvii. 1, 

eEndO.| he went forth from the 
limits of the city (comp. 1 Kings 
ii. 37), probably in the direction 


3 p.m. 


of the present St. Stephen’s Gate, 
by the same route as on other 
days when He went to the Mount 
of Olives (Luke xxi, 37, xxii. 39; 
Mark xi. 19; Matt. xxi. 17); 
but now Jerusalem was left. The 
Lord returned only to die there, 
In the parallel passages eé7\Oev 
is used, according to the context, 
of the departure from the upper 
room (Luke xxii. 39; Matt. xxvi, 
30; Mark xiv. 26), 

t. Xey. t. Kedp.] torrentem 
Cedron v. ; the brook Kidron or 
the ravine of the Cedars. See 
Additional Note. This detail is 
peculiar to St. John. The parallel 
narratives have simply ‘‘ went to 
the Mount of Olives.” The exact 
description is probably introduced 
with a significant reference to 
the history of the flight of David 
from Absalom and Ahithophel 
(2 Sam. xv. 23; comp. ch. xiii. 18). 
The “brook” (xeiuappos, compare 
Neh. ii. 15; 1 Mace. xii. 37); 
i.e. winter torrent or ravine (712), 
Kidron, separating the Mount of 
Olives from the ’emple-mount, 
is noticed several times in the 
Old Testament: 1 Kings ii. 37, 
xv. 13; 2 Kings xxiii. 4ff.; 
2 Chron. xxix. 16; Jer. xxxi. 40, 
and these passages mark the 
associations which would be called 
up by the mention of the name. 
For a description of the ravine 
and the “ Wady ” see Dictionary 
of the Bible, s.v. 

kiros| hortus v.; a garden on 
the Mount of Olives (Luke xxii. 
39). The name of the ‘small 
farm” (xwplov) to which it be- 
longed, Gethsemane, is given by 
St, Matthew and St. Mark 
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Judas then, having received the band! 


of soldiers, and officers from the chief priests and the 


! or cohort. 


(Matt. xxvi. 36; Mark xiv. 32). 
Josephus mentions that “ gar- 
dens” (zapadeor) were numerous 
in the suburbs of Jerusalem (B. J. 
Each ks) sComp... ch.) xix. 41). 
There is nothing in the context 
to indicate the exact position of 
the garden. The traditional site, 
which may be the true one, dates 
from the time of Constantine, 
when “the faithful were eager 
to offer their prayers there” 
(Euseb. Onom. s.v.) 

Commentators from Cyril 
downwards have drawn a parallel 
and contrast between the histories 
of the Fall and the Victory con- 
nected with the two “ gardens,” 
Eden and Gethsemane. But 
there is no indication in the 
Gospel that such a thought was 
in the mind of the Evangelist. 
Yet see Mark i. 13. 

ciondO.] The garden would 
naturally be enclosed by a fence 
which secured the privacy of the 
retreat. Some time passed (Matt. 
xxvi. 40) between the entry into 
the garden and the arrival of 
Judas. In this interval the 
Agony took place, of which St. 
John says nothing, though he 
implies a knowledge of the event 
in v.11. It is evident from xii. 
27 that that incident is not alien 
from his narrative. 

of pa. ait.] Judas was finally 
excluded from the divine com- 
pany: xiii. 30, 

2. 7. 8. x. “Iovd....] The with- 
drawal of the Lord from the 
city was not now (x. 40) for 
the purpose of escaping from the 
assaults’ of His enemies, The 


place to which He retired was 
well known. Judas, no less than 
the other apostles, was acquainted 
with the spot. Thus the words 
meet by anticipation the scoff of 
Celsus that the Lord “was taken 
while trying to hide Himself and 
to escape in the most disgraceful 
way” (Orig. ¢. Cels. 1. 9), as 
Origen justly argues (id. c. 10). 
6 mapadidovs| The word (as 
in v. 5) marks the process of 
betrayal as going on, and not 
the single past act (6 rapados, 
Matt. xxvii. 3). Comp. xiii. 11. 
Judas was already engaged in 
the execution of his plan. 
moAAdkis]| Comp. Luke xxii. 
39, (xxi. 37). The word can 
scarcely be limited to the present 
visit to Jerusalem. It is reason- 
able to suppose that the owner 
was an open or secret disciple of 
Christ. Comp. Matt. xxvi. 18. 
aw7xOn| convenerat v.; resorted 
(E.V.). The exact force of the 
Greek is rather, Jesus with His 
disciples assembled there. The 
idea appears to be that of a place 
of gathering, where the Lord’s 
followers met Him for instruc- 
tion, and not simply of a resting- 
place during the night. But it is 
possible that the spot was used 
for this latter purpose also during 
the present visit (Luke xxi. 37, 
nvrtCero), and that Judas expected 
to find all sleeping at the time of 
his arrival. But the Lord’s nights 
were now, as at the other crises 
of His life, times of prayer (Luke 
vi. 12, ix. 28; comp. Luke v. 16). 
3—8. A difficulty arises as to 
the reconciliation of the incidents 
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1 en a 
[éx*] trav Dapicaiwy brnpéras epyera exet pera havav 


skal Naprddwv Kal omdov. 


1 Omit é« B. 


described in this passage with 
the narrative of the betrayal in 
the Synoptists. In the Synop- 
tists the arrest follows close upon 
the kiss of Judas, which St. John 
does not mention (Matt, xxvi. 
50; Mark xiv. 45f., yet see 
Luke xxii. 48ff). It is very 
difficult to believe that the kiss 
either preceded v. 4, or came 
after v.8. Perhaps it is simplest 
to suppose that the unexpected 
appearance of the Lord outside 
the enclosure discomposed the 
plan of Judas, who had expected 
to find the whole party resting 
within the garden, and that for 
the moment he failed to give the 
appointed sign, and remained 
awe-stricken in the crowd (v. 5). 
This being so, the event of v. 6 
followed, and afterwards Judas, 
taking courage, came up to Christ 
(Matt. xxvi. 49 f.; Mark xiv. 45), 
who then repelled him (Luke 
xxii. 48) and again addressed the 
hesitating multitude. 

Others suppose, with somewhat 
less probability, as it seems (but 
see Matt. xxvi. 49), that the 
kiss of Judas immediately pre- 
ceded the first question, Whom 
seek ye? and that, touched by 
his Master’s reproof (Luke xxii. 
48), he fell back into the crowd. 
Hither view presents an intelli- 
gible whole; but the phrase in 
v. 5 (iorjxer) is more appropriate 
to the attitude of one who hesi- 
tates to do that which he has 
purposed to do, than of one who 
has been already repulsed. 

It may be added that, though 
St, John does not mention the 


3 fe) S 9 ION , 
Inoovus ovv? eloas TavTa 
2 6 NDLX. 


“sign” of Judas, yet he implies 
that he had undertaken to do 
more than guide the band to the 
place where Christ might be 
found, by noticing that he was 
with them after they had reached 
the spot (v. 5). 

3. 0 ovv ‘lovd. .. .] Judas there- 
fore... using his knowledge for 
the furtherance of his design. 

T. oreip. K.... Umnp.| cohortem 
et... ministros...v. The force 
is clearly divided into two main 
parts: (1) the band of soldiers, 
and (2) the “ officers” (police) 
despatched by “ the chief priests 
and Pharisees” (the Sanhedrin). 
The soldiers were part of the 
well-known body of Roman 
soldiers stationed as a garrison 
in Antonia (comp. Matt, xxvii. 
27; Mark xv. 16; Acts xxi. 31f.; 
and also Jos. Ant. xx. iv. 3; B. J. 
Vicia 8). The word o7Trelpa is 
used by Polybius as the repre- 
sentative of the Latin manipulus 
(not cohors; see Polyb. x1. 23, 
with Schweighiiuser’s note), con- 
sisting of about 200 men, the 
third part of a cohort. Whether 
the word is taken here in this 
technical sense (v. 12, note), or 
(as is more likely) in the larger 
sense of “cohort,” which it 
appears to bear in the New 
Testament, it will naturally be 
understood that only a detach- 
ment of the whole body was 
present with their commander 
(v. 12). 

The ‘ officers” (tarnpérar) who 
came with “the band” were 
members of the temple-police, 
who were under the orders of the 
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Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches 


4and weapons. 


Sanhedrin. Comp. vil. 32, 45 ff. ; 
Acts v. 22, 26. 

In the Synoptists the whole 
company is described in general 
terms (Matt. xxvi. 47; Mark xiv. 
43; Luke xxii. 47; comp. xxii. 
52), and the soldiers are not 
distinctly mentioned. But it is 
difficult to suppose that the priests 
would have ventured on such an 
arrest as that of Christ without 
communicating with the Roman 
governor, or that Pilate would 
have found any difficulty in 
granting them a detachment of 
men for the purpose, especially 
at the feast-time. Moreover, 
Pilate’s early appearance (v. 28) 
at the court, no less than the 
dream of his wife (Matt. xxvii. 
19, 7@ dixaiw éxeiv), implies some 
knowledge of the coming charge. 
Perhaps too it is not fanciful to 
see a reference to the soldiers in 
the turn of the phrase “ twelve 
legions of angels” (Matt. xxvi. 53). 

The special mention of the 
soldiers and of the watch fixes 
attention on the combination of 
Gentile and Jew in this first 
stage of the Passion as after- 
wards. 

k. éx 7. Bap.| Comp. xi. 47, 
note. 

pera pav.K.dapar. | cum lanternis 
et facibus v. Although the party 
had the light of the Paschal full 
moon, they prepared themselves 
also against the possibility of 
concealment on the part of Him 
whom they sought. The other 
Evangelists do not notice the 
lights. The detail belongs to a 
vivid impression of the scene 
received by an eye-witness. The 
temple-watch, to whom the 


Jesus therefore, knowing all the things 


‘‘ officers” belonged, made their 
rounds with torches (Middoth,t. 2, 
quoted by Lightfoot on Rev. xvi. 
15; and in a most interesting 
note on Luke xxii. 4), and were, 
for the most part, not regularly 
armed (Jos. J. B. tv. 4. 6). 

4. "Ino. otv. . .| Jesus therefore. 
There was, so to speak, a divine 
necessity which ruled the Lord’s 
movements. By Him all was 
foreseen: and He who had before 
withdrawn Himself (viii. 59, xii. 
36, v. 13, vi. 15), now that ‘His 
hour was come” anticipated the 
search for which His enemies 
had made provision, and went 
forth from the enclosure of the 
garden (opposed to «iondGer, v. 1) 
to meet them (not simply from 
the innermost part of the garden 
or from the circle of the dis- 
ciples: v. 26 proves nothing 
against this view). The clause 
corresponds with the words in 
St. Matthew (xxvi. 46) and St. 
Mark (xiv. 42), ‘ Rise, let us be 
going,” which are followed by 
“‘ Behold he is at hand that be- 
trayeth me.” 

mavt. T. _px....] The Passion 
has already begun. Comp. xiii. 
1, note. It must further be 
noticed that the Passion is spoken 
of in relation to the divine order 
(ra épyopeva), and not as suffer- 
ings to be borne, or evil prepared 
by enemies. Comp. v. 11. 

é&nrO., % Aey.| came forth, and 
saith. According to the true 
reading the two acts are marked 
separately. Christ left the place 
in which He might have sought 
concealment; and then He ad- 
dressed those who sought to take 
Him, 
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Tiva fyretre;] The question 
(as in v, 8) is designed to shield 
the disciples, and at the same 
time to bring clearly before the 
mind of the assailants the purpose 
for which they had come, and 
who He was whom they sought. 
The words fall in completely with 
the circumstances. The Lord 
was not recognised in the un- 
certain light. The company who 
had come to apprehend Him 
naturally supposed that He would 
not Himself advance to meet 
them, but that the questioner 
must be some friend. The idea 
of early commentators, that they 
were miraculously blinded, finds 
no support in the narrative. 

5. "Ino. tr. Nagwp.] The tinge 
of contempt (comp. Matt. ii. 23), 
which appears to lie in the title 
here, as borrowed from popular 
usage, is given best by the literal 
rendering, Jesus the Nazarene (as 
distinguished from “I. tov amd 
Naapér, i. 45). Comp. xix. 19; 
Matt. xxvi. 71; Mark xiv. 67. 
The title is characteristic of the 
first stage of the preaching of 
the Gospel, when the reproach 
was turned into glory: Acts ii. 
22, i. 6, iv. 10, vi. 14, (xxii. 8, 
xxvi. 9). It was also used by 
disciples at an earlier date: 


Mark x. 47, xvi. 6; Luke xviii. 
37, xxiv. 19. Comp. Mark i. 24; 
Luke iv. 34, 

Ney. adr. "Ey. ely] The words 
éyw «ie were used on several 
memorable occasions, (iv. 26), 
vi. 20, viii. 24, 28, 58, and on 
this evening, xiii. 19. For Judas 
at least they must have been 
significant, though, as they stand 
in the context, they simply reveal 
the Person sought, and not His 
nature. But the self-revelation 
of Christ tries to the uttermost 
and answers the thoughts which 
men have of Him. 

tor. 8. k. “Iovd.] And Judas... 
was standing. The one figure is 
singled out, as it were, and re- 
garded as he stands. Comp. i. 
35, note. There is nothing in 
the text to support the view that 
Judas was paralysed and unable 
to recognise Jesus, 

6. ds ov ein. . The in- 
cident which follows is made to 
depend upon the Lord’s words. 
It is vain to inquire whether 
the withdrawal and prostration 
of the band of men were due to 
“natural” or ‘supernatural ” 
causes. On any view it was due 
to the effect which the presence 
of the Lord, in His serene 
majesty, had upon those who 


“ 


6 with them. 
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that were coming upon him, came forth, and saith 


sunto them, Whom seek ye? 


Jesus the Nazarene. 


They answered him, 


Jesus saith unto them, I am he. 


And Judas also, which betrayed him, was standing 


When therefore he 


said unto them, 


I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 


7 Again therefore he asked them, Whom seek ye? And 
s they said, Jesus the Nazarene. 


Jesus answered, I told 


you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these 


had come to take Him. Various 
circumstances may have contri- 
buted to the result. It may have 
been that Judas had led _ his 
company to expect some display 
of power. It may have been 
that he himself hoped for a de- 
cisive manifestation of Messiah 
in sovereignty now that the crisis 
had come. But the prostration 
seems to show, at any rate, that 
the Lord purposed to declare 
openly to the disciples (comp. 
Matt. xxvi. 53) that it was of 
His own free choice that He 
gave Himself up. And this is 
the effect which the narrative 
is calculated to produce upon a 
reader. The Lord’s assailants 
were overawed by Him in some 
way, and they fulfilled their 
commission only by His consent. 
Comp. vii. 46, 

dandO, «is tT. Om. kK. em. xap.] 
abierunt retrorsum et ceciderunt 
in terram v. ‘The whole action 
represents the effects of fear, 
awe, veneration, self-humiliation 
(Job i. 20), not of external force, 
Comp. Rev. i.. 17. The ex- 
aggeration which describes the 
men as “falling backwards,” is 
utterly alien from the solemn 
majesty of the scene. 

7. wad, obv érnp. adt.| Again 


therefore he asked them. This 
literal rendering of the Greek 
brings out the connexion more 
clearly than A. V. (Then asked 
he them again). Those who had 
come to arrest the Lord hung 
back, and therefore He Himself 
again roused them to their work. 
The spirit of the Lord’s words, 
thus addressed to the whole 
company, corresponds with that 
of the words addressed to Judas 
“Ts it this for which thou art 
come?” (Matt. xxvi. 50). 

Ino. tr. Nag.] Even after Christ 
had made Himself known, His 
enemies only repeat the name 
which they had been taught, 
as if waiting for some further 
guidance, 

8, Hix... . dd. tour. tx.] In 
the interval which had passed 
since the Lord came out from the 
garden alone (v, 4), His disciples 
had gathered round Him (rovrovs), 
and for them He still intercedes. 
Their deliverance helped to place 
His own Passion in a clearer 
light. It was fitting that He 
should suffer alone, though after- 
wards others suffered for His 
sake, His death, in itself essen- 
tially unique, was separated out- 
wardly from the death of His 
disciples, They were enabled to 
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die because He had died first. 
Comp. Isa. lxiii. 3. 

9. va wAnp.... ovdéa| The 
Evangelist sees in the care with 
which the Lord provided for the 
outward safety of His disciples, 
a fulfilment of His words, xvii. 
12, which were spoken of the 
past, and which had also a wider 
spiritual application. But, at the 
same time, those words spoken 
in absolute knowledge looked to 
the end, and therefore included 
all the events of the Passion 
(comp. xvii. 4, note); and, further, 
the deliverance of the disciples 
from outward peril included the 
deliverance from a temptation 
which they would not at present 
(as appears from the history of 
St. Peter) have been able to 
support. This special act of 
watchful protection was therefore 
one fulfilment, but neither the 
only nor the chief fulfilment, of 
what the Lord had said of His 
effective guardianship of those 
given to Him. The significant 
difference in the form of the 
words, as spoken and as referred 
to (drdédcoa ovdéva, as distin- 


guished from ovdels dadXero), is | 


to be noticed, 
10. Sup. ody Ter... .] Simon 
Peter therefore. . . foreseeing what 


was now about to happen (comp. 
xiii. 37). The Jews among the 
company seem to have been fore- 
most in the arrest. The incident is 
described by all the Evangelists, 
but St. John alone mentions the 
names of St, Peter and Malchus. 
It is easy to see why these were 
not likely to be particularised in 
the original oral Gospel, while 
both were alive and at Jerusalem 
(see Matt. xxvi. 51; Mark xiv. 47). 
In St. Matthew and St. Mark 
the incident appears to be placed 
after “the multitude” had “ laid 
their hands on Jesus and taken” 
(éxparnoav) Him (Matt. xxvi. 50; 
Mark xiv. 46); and St. Luke 
implies the same (xxii. 651), 
St. John, on the other hand, 
appears to place the “ binding” 
afterwards. If it be so, the two 
accounts are easily reconcilable, 
It was perfectly natural that the 
Lord should be first seized by 
some of the more eager of the 
crowd, and then afterwards bound 
by the Roman guard (v. 12). 
St. Peter’s act fell in the brief 
space of confusion between these 
two events. 

pdxaipav| It was forbidden to 
carry weapons on a feast-day, 

tov 7. dpx. dovA.] The definite 
article is preserved in all the 


1onot one. 
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9go their way: that the word might be fulfilled which 
he spake, Of those whom thou hast given me I lost 


Simon Peter therefore having a sword drew 


it, and struck the servant of the high priest, and 


cut off his right ear. 
u Malchus. 


Now the servant's name was 
Jesus therefore said unto Peter, Put up 


the sword into the sheath: the cup which the Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it? 
So the band* and the chief captain’, and the officers 


! or cohort, 


Gospels. It is impossible to tell 
what position he held, or why 
the Evangelist records his name, 
which was not an uncommon 
one. The servant’s prominent 
action evidently marked him out 
for St. Peter’s attack. And 
further, it is difficult not to feel 
that the healing of the wound, 
recorded only by St. Luke (xxii. 
51), helps to explain the apostle’s 
escape from arrest. 

11. ciz. otv o “Inc....] The 
words are given more at length 
in St, Matthew, xxvi. 52 ff. The 
tone of the two records is iden- 
tical, and the reference to the 
Scriptures, preserved only by 
St. Matthew, serves to illustrate 
one side of the phrase “ which 
my Father hath given me.” 

To wor. ...| calicem... V. 
This clause is peculiar to St. John. 
The same image occurs in the 
Synoptists, Matt. xx. 22f.; Mark 
x, 38f.; and in connexion with 
this scene, Matt. xxvi. 39 ff.; 
Mark xiv. 36; Luke xxii. 42. It 
seems impossible not to feel that 
the words include the answer to 
the prayer at the Agony, not 
recorded by St. John (Matt. xxvi. 
39, “O my Father . .. let this cup 


2 o7 tribune. 


pass away”. ..), for now, after 
the prayer, that ‘cup ” is spoken 
of as “the cup which my Father 
hath given me.” The cup was 
not taken away, but given, and 
the Lord now shows that He had 
received it willingly. The image 
is found in several remarkable 
passages in the Old Testament : 
Ezek, xxii. 31 ff.; Ps. Ixxv. 8, 
ete. 


II, THe Dovuste Tran 
(xviii. 12—xix. 16) 


(i.) The ecclesiastical 

(xviii. 12—27). 

(ii.) The civil trial (xviii, 28— 

xix. 16), 

i. The ecclesiastical trial. Master 
and disciples, Jesus and the 
high-priest, Peter and _ the 
servants, xviii. 12—27. 


trial 


The record of the examination 
before Annas is peculiar to the 
narrative of St. John. The 
Evangelist appears to have been 
present at the inquiry (vv. 15, 
19). See Additional Note. 

_ 12. ody omeipa . . .| So the 
band . . . and the officers... . 
Seeing that there was no longer 
any resistance. The enumera- 
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tion—1% ozeipa, 0 xtAlapxos, of 
brynpéerai—is emphatic and im- 
pressive. All combined to take 
the willing prisoner. In par- 
ticular it will be observed that 
the action of the Roman guard 
is now noticed. They probably 
secured the Lord and delivered 
Him to the priest’s servants 
“bound” (comp. v. 24), The 
“bonds” are not mentioned in 
the Synoptists till afterwards 
(Matt. xxvii. 2; Mark xv. 1); 
yet such a precaution is implied 
in their narrative. It was the 
policy of the priestly party to 
represent Christ as a dangerous 
enemy to public order; and per- 
haps they really feared a rescue 
by the “people” (Matt. xxvi. 
5). Harly Christian writers laid 
stress upon the ‘“ binding” as 
marking the parallel with Isaac 
(Gen, xxii. 9; Melito, ap. Routh, 
Rell, Sacr, 1. 123 f.). 

The title yiA/apxos favours the 
view that the “band” was a 
“cohort” and not a smaller body 
(“ maniple”): comp. Acts xxi. 
31. The word “chiliarch” was 
used as the equivalent of “ tri- 
bune,” the proper title of the 
commander of a “cohort”; and 
the other places in which ozeipa 
is used in the New ‘Testament 
suggest the same conclusion: 
Acts x. 1, xxvii. 1. The render- 


ing of o7vetpa in the Latin versions 
is uniformly cohors, The words 
oreipa and xAiapxos may, how- 
ever, be both used in a general 
and not in a technical sense for 
a detachment of soldiers and the 
officer in command of it. (Comp. 
Rey, vi, 15, xix. 18, and Suidas 
8.0, o7relpa.) 

18. jy. pos “Avy. mp.] Annas 
(or Hanan, Ananias, Ananus) 
is one of the most remarkable 
figures in the Jewish history of 
the time. His unexampled for- 
tune was celebrated in that he 
himself and his five sons held 
the high-priesthood in succession. 
He was high-priest himself from 
A.D, T—14 (Jos. Ant. XviilI. ii. 
1f.); then, after a short time 
his son Eleazar held the ottice 
for a year; and after a year’s 
interval, his son-in-law Joseph 
Caiaphas succeeded and held the 
office till ap. 35—6 (Jos, l.c.). 
Another son of Annas succeeded 
Caiaphas, and three other sons 
afterwards held the office, the 
last of whom, who bore his father’s 
name, put to death James the 
brother of the Lord (Jos. Ant. 
xX, vili, 1), This mere record re- 
veals the skilful intriguer who 
exercised through members of 
his family the headship of his 
party (comp, Luke iii. 2; Acts 
iv. 6). In the Talmud (Pesach, 
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wof the Jews, seized Jesus and bound him, and led 


him to Annas first; for he was father in law to 


Wie Caiaphas, which was high priest that year. Now 


Caiaphas was he which gave counsel to the Jews, 
that it was expedient that one man should die for 


so did another disciple. 


57 a, quoted by Derenbourg, 
p. 232n.) we find a curse on 
“the family of Hanan and their 
serpent-hissings” (comp. Matt. iii. 
7). The relationship of Caiaphas 
to Annas is not mentioned by 
any writer except St. John, and 
yet this relationship alone ex- 
plains how Caiaphas was able to 
retain his office by the side of 
Annas and his sons. 

The narrative of St. John lends 
no support to the conjecture 
(which, however, may be true) 
that Annas held some high office 
at the time, as the presidency of 
the Sanhedrin, which gave him 
a constitutional right to take the 
lead in the inquiry. The reason 
given for the proceeding—his 
family connexion with Caiaphas 
—lays open alike the character 
of the man and the character of 
the trial. See Additional Note, 

mpoatrov| This word conveys a 
tacit correction of the popular 
misunderstanding of the Synoptic 
narratives. The Lord was ex- 
amined before Caiaphas (v. 24), 
but there was also a_ prior 
examination. 

Os AV apy. tT. ev. &k.| gui erat 
pontifer anni illius v. See ch. xi. 
49, note. Comp. Taylor, Sayings 
of the Jewish Fathers, 1. 19, note, 
111. 26, note (O)'2 }3). 

14. jv 8. Ka. o ovpB... .| 
Ch, xi. 50. The clause appear 


VOL. II. 


And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and 
Now that disciple was known 


to be added to show presumptively 
what would be the selfish policy 
of a man who had chosen such 
ason. Annas exercised his power 
through those who were like him, 

15, “HxoAovda] The imperfect 
paints the action in progress, 
For the fact comp. Matt. xxvi. 58 
and parallels. After the panic, 
in which all the disciples fled 
(Matt. xxvi. 56), some again took 
courage (Matt. xxvi. 58), 

dAX. wa. | not the other (6 adXos). 
The reader cannot fail to identify 
the disciple with St. John. Comp. 
mx, 2. 

yvwotds| Comp. Luke ii. 44, 
xxui. 49. No tradition (so far 
as it appears) has preserved the 
nature of the connexion; nor is 
it possible to draw any satis- 
factory conclusion from the fact 
that both St. John (Polyer. ap. 
Euseb, H, H. v, 24) and St. 
James the Just, “the brother of 
the Lord” (Epiph. Her, uxxvi1t. 
14), are said to have worn the 
méraXov or plate attached to the 
high-priest’s mitre. 

7) apx.| It is very difficult to 
decide who is here spoken of 
under the title. Annas is called 
the high-priest in Acts iv. 6, 
while Caiaphas is named at the 
same time without any title; and 
so Josephus (Ant, xv. v. 3; 
comp, XVIII. iil. (ii,) 2) speaks of 
“Jonathan the son of Ananus 
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19 O ovyv apyxtepevs NpwaTnoev Tov Inoovyv Tept Tov pabn- 


1 wywords jv B. 


(Annas) the high priest” after 
the removal of Caiaphas. In 
Luke iii. 2, Annas and Caiaphas 
bear the title together. It is 
therefore at least possible that 
Annas may be referred to, On 
the other hand, Caiaphas has 
just been described as dpyieped's 
(v, 13), and is so called again in 
wv. 24, where Annas also is men- 
tioned. These facts make it 
difficult to suppose that the title 
is abruptly used, without any 
explanation, to describe Annas. 
T. avd. T. apx.| atriwm pont. Vv. ; 
the court (see Matt. xxvi. 58; 
Mark xiv. 54) of the high priest, 
i.e. of Caiaphas. It is quite 
reasonable to suppose that Annas 
still retained a lodging, in what 
appears to have been an official 
residence. In this case there is 
no discrepancy between St. John 
and the Synoptists as to the scene 
of St. Peter’s denials (the resid- 
ence of Caiaphas). Nor indeed 
would there be any difficulty in 
supposing that Annas _ presided 
at an examination in the house 


of Caiaphas, though he did not 


2 Omit cai A[D]YTA. 


live there. St. Luke (xxii, 54) 
says that the Lord was led “ into 
the house of the high priest,” 
without mentioning any name. 
By this form of expression the 
Evangelist perhaps wished to in- 
dicate that He was not brought 
at once officially before Caiaphas, 
though He was taken to his 
palace. The language of St. 
Matthew suggests the same idea 
(Matt. xxvi. 57, “to Caiaphas... 
where .. .”). 

The idea that a change of scene 
from the house of Annas to the 
house of Caiaphas is marked in 
this verse is most unnatural, 
The narrative of the whole 
section (vv. 13—27) implies an 
identity of scene. 

16. 6 de IL. ior.] Comp. »v. 5, 
note. 


7. Oup. | ostiarie v. Comp. Acts 
xii. 13, 

17. rey. ov . . . 7 wad... .] 
The maid therefore... The ac- 


quaintance of St. Peter with St. 
John suggested the question. 
St. John meanwhile (it must be 
supposed) had. pressed on into 
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isSaith, I am not. 
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unto the high priest, and entered in with Jesus into 


at the door without. 


isthe court of the high priest; but Peter was standing 
So the other disciple, which 


was known unto the high priest, went out and spake 
unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 


a7The maid therefore that kept the door saith unto 


Peter, Art thou also one of this man’s disciples? He 


Now the servants and the officers 


having made a charcoal fire were standing; for it 
was cold; and they were warming themselves: and 
Peter also was with them, standing and warming 


1» himself. The high priest 


the audience-chamber, so that 
St. Peter was alone. St. John, 
who remained closest to the Lord, 
was unmolested: St. Peter, who 
mingled with the indifferent 
crowd, fell. 

Mix. 0v...;| Artthowalso... 
as well as thy friend (John), The 
form of the question expresses 
surprise, and suggests a negative 
answer. See vi. 67, vii. 47, ix. 
40. The contemptuous turn of 
the sentence, ‘‘one of the dis- 
ciples of this man,” corresponds 
with the same feeling. As the 
suggestion was made St. Peter 
yielded to it. His answer both 
here and in v, 25 simply reflects 
the temper of his questioners, 

18. of dovrA. x. of ianp.| The 
Roman soldiers had now gone 
back, and the private servants of 
the high-priest, and the officers 
—the temple-police—alone re- 
mained, 

dvOpax.| ad prunas (“ forsan 
ex lectione Greca alias incognita 
mpos tiv avOpaxiay”) v. A char- 
coal fire, There was no bright 
flame, but a glow of light suffi- 


therefore asked Jesus of 


cient to show the features of any 
one turned towards it, Luke xxii. 
56 (apos 76 Pas). 

ore wrx. Hv] As a general rule, 
the nights in Palestine about 
Kaster-time are said to be warm 
throughout. The cold on this 
occasion appears to be spoken of 
as unusual, 

x. 6 Ter... . Sep... .] Comp. 
v. 25. The two main ideas are 
kept distinct. Peter had joined 
the company of the indifferent 
spectators ; he was engaged in a 
trivial act. Such outward in- 
difference often veils the deepest 
emotion. 


19. ‘O ovv dpy....] The high 
priest therefore . . ., 1.e., probably 


Caiaphas. See v. 15, note, The 
narrative is connected with v. 14. 
The Master is now contrasted 
with the disciple. It is probable 
that a better acquaintance with 
the history of the time would 
remove the difficulty which arises 
from Caiaphas taking the lead in 
the examination before Annas. 
Yet it is easy to imagine that 
arrangements may have been 
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 ravrore CL DIYTA, 


made for a private examination 
in the chamber of Annas, at 
which Caiaphas was himself pre- 
sent, and in which he took part. 
At the close of this unofficial 
proceeding, Annas, the real 
leader in the whole action, sent 
Jesus to Caiaphas for a formal 
trial. 

mept tr. pad... . mept zr. 6. ] 
This preliminary examination 
was directed to the obtaining (if 
possible) of materials for the 
formal accusation which was to 
follow. With this view, it was 
natural to inquire into the class, 
the character, the number of 
the lLord’s disciples, and into 
the general substance of His 
teaching. 

20. The Lord leaves unnoticed 
the question as to His disciples 
(comp. v. 8), and fixes the at- 
tention of the questioner upon 
Himself alone. Hence an em- 
phatic pronoun stands at the 
head of each clause. J (éys), 
whatever others may have done 
with whom you wish to compare 
me, J have spoken openly... 
I (€yw) ever taught... So the 


Lord presents His teaching first 
as a completed whole (AcAdAnxa, 
xvi. 33), and then in its historic 
presentation (advrote edidaka). 
The form of the sentence at the 
same time suggests a contrast 
between the openness of His 
conduct and the treachery which 
His enemies had employed. 

mappynoia| Without reserve. 
Comp, vii. 13, note. 

7@ koo.] Comp. viii. 26. The 
teaching of the Lord was not 
addressed to any select group of 
followers, even if it was veiled in 
parables which required spiritual 
sympathy for their interpretation, 
Matt. xiii. 10 ff. 

aavtote| The word does not 
of course mean that the Lord’s 
teaching was confined to these 
public places, but that at all 
times He used opportunities of 
speaking in them. 

év ovvay. . . .| im synagogue, 
“‘when people were gathered in 
solemn assembly” (as distin- 
guished from é€v rats cvvaywyats, 
Matt. ix. 35, etc.). Comp. vi. 59, 
note. 

mayvt. ot “lovd. cvvepx.| omnes 
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2 his disciples, and of his teaching. Jesus answered 


him, I have spoken openly to the world; I always 
taught in synagogue, and in the temple, where all 
the Jews come together; and in secret spake I nothing. 


a Why askest thou me? ask them that have heard me, 


what I spake unto them: behold, these know the 


xthings which I said. And when he had said this, 


one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with 
his hand’, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so ? 


‘sJesus answered him, If I spake evil, bear witness 


of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? 


1 or with a rod. 


Judi conveniunt v.; all the Jews 
come together, and not a mere 
party or clique. The combination 
mdvrore, mavres, is singularly em- 
phatic. Christ was from first to 
last a universal teacher, and not 
the founder of a sect. In manner, 
time, place, audience, He sought 
absolute publicity. 

év kputT@ . . .| im occulto v. 
The words simply exclude the 
purpose of concealment. What 
the disciples heard in the ear 
they were charged to proclaim on 
the housetops (Matt. x. 27). 

21. ti pw. epwr. . The ac- 
cusers are bound to establish 
their charge independently. 

MOM OKNK. «ss OUT... 3). Lhe 
tense (dxnxooras, not dxovcayras) 
and the pronoun (otroc) seem 
both to point directly to persons 
actually present or close at hand, 
who were able to speak with full 
knowledge if they pleased. Thus 
the Lord claims that the examina- 
tion may proceed in due order 
by the calling of witnesses ; and, 
according to the rule, the wit- 
nesses for the defence were called 


first (Sanh. f. 32. 1; f. 40. 1, 
quoted by Lightfoot, Hor. Hebr. 
on v. 15). 

22. <dwx. par. | dedit alapam v.; 
struck with his hand. Or, with a 
rod. 'This latter sense suits per- 
haps better with the word dépes 
(v. 23), though the sense given 
in the K.V. text appears to be 
more appropriate to the circum- 
stances. Comp. xix. 3; Acts 
xxiii, 2 ff. This insult is to be 
distinguished from the corre- 
sponding acts mentioned, Matt. 
xxvi. 67; Luke xxii, 63, 64, 

23. Ei xax. €Aad....] The Lord 
addresses the servant as one who 
had heard Him, and as such He 
challenges him to bear just evi- 
dence as to His words, and not 
to use mere violence, The refer- 
ence (as it appears) is not to the 
words just uttered (v. 21), but to 
the teaching of the Lord which 
was called in question (v. 20, 
AdAnoa; v. 21, Ti AdAnoa; v. 23, 
ei €X\dAnoa), The old commen- 
tators saw in the calm rebuke a 
true interpretation of the precept, 
Matt, v. 39, 
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24, *Azeor. ovv air. 6 ‘Aw... .] 
Annas therefore sent him... The 
words cannot be rendered other- 
wise. See Additional Note. The 
private interrogation at which 
Caiaphas had assisted led to no 
decisive result. Annas therefore 
sent Jesus to the _ high-priest 
officially, but as one already 
stamped with a sign of condemna- 
tion (damécreAev, despatched ; 
comp. note on xx. 21), During 
the inquiry the Lord would 
naturally be set free. This ex- 
plains the notice that He was 
(again) ‘ bound” before going to 
Caiaphas. 

25. &. IL. €or. x. Ocpp.| Comp. 
v. 18. 

cir. otv...| Since St. Peter 
was evidently a stranger among 
them, attention was necessarily 
turned again to him, when the 
Lord was again brought into the 
court at the close of the private 
examination before Caiaphas, and 
so occasion was given for the 
second questioning. During this 
passage it would be easy for the 
Lord to turn and “look on 
Peter” (Luke xxii. 61), when He 
had already gone by near him. 

Mi) x. oJ ...| The form of 


question is the same as that in 
v. 17. Something no doubt in 
St. Peter’s manner, as the Lord 
was led by, betrayed his love. 
Whereupon followed the words 
of surprise: Can it be that thou 
also art one of His disciples ? 

6. ovyy. dv ...| A detail 
which marks an exact knowledge 
of the household (v. 15). 

ev T. Kn. | in the garden, as one 
of His chosen disciples, who were 
gathered behind the Lord when 
He stood outside at the entrance 
facing the crowd (v. 4). 

27. wad. ow ...] He was 
already committed to the denial. 
St. John, like St. Luke, omits 
all the aggravations of St. Peter’s 
denials (Matt. xxvi. 70, 72, 74; 
Mark xiy. 71). 

dXexr. epwv.| a cock crew. The 
indefinite form of the phrase is 
far more expressive than E.V. 
(the cock crew), which rather 
describes the time than the in- 
cident. The silence of the 
Evangelist, as to the repentance 
of St. Peter, is illustrated by 
xxi, 15 ff., where the fact is pre- 
supposed. The episode of Peter’s 
fall is given as the fulfilment of 
the Lord’s word (xiii. 38), who 
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2 Annas therefore sent him bound unto Calaphas the 
Now Simon Peter was standing and 


warming himself. They said therefore unto him, Art 


thou also one of his disciples? 
One of the servants of the high priest, 


He denied, and said, 


being a kinsman of him whose ear Peter cut off, 
saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 


cock crew. 


ox Peter therefore denied again: and straightway a 


They lead Jesus therefore from Caiaphas into the 


knew to the last detail what he 
had to bear. 


ii. The civil trial.. The divine 
King and the Roman governor, 
The divine King and _ the 
apostate people, xviii, 28— 
xix, 16. 


The detailed account of the 
private examinations before Pilate 
(xviii. 33—37, xix. 8—11) is 
peculiar to St. John (comp. Matt. 
xxvii. 11f, and parallels; 1 Tim. 
vi. 13), St. John probably went 
within the palace. He would 
not be deterred by the scruple 
of the Jews (v. 28) under such 
circumstances, and there does not 
appear to have been any other 
obstacle toentrance. The apostle 
who had followed the Lord to 
the presence of the high-priest 
would not shrink from following 
Him to the presence of the 
governor. 

Tt will be noticed that St. 
John’s narrative explains the 
language of Pilate to the Jews 
and to the Lord, which is abrupt 
and unprepared in the Synoptic 
narratives. 

The narrative falls into several 
distinct sections corresponding to 


scenes without and within the 
Preetorium. 

1. Without the Pretorium. 
The Jews claim the execution of 
their sentence (xviii. 28—32). 

2. Within the Pretorium. 
‘The good confession.” Christ 
a King (33—387). 

3. Without the Pretorium. 
First declaration of innocence. 
Barabbas (38—40). 

4. Within the Pretorium. 
Scourging: mockery (xix. 1—3). 

5. Without the Pretorium. 
Second and third declarations of 
innocence. ‘Ecce homo,” “Son 
of God” (4—7). 

6. Within the Pretorium, The 
source of authority, and from 
this the measure of guilt (8—11). 

7. Without the Pretorium. 
Conviction overpowered: the 
king abjured: the last sentence 
(12—16). 


1. vv. 283—32. Without the Pre- 
toriwm: Pilate and the Jews: 
the claim and the refusal. 

28. “Ay. obv...] Comp. Matt, 
xxvii. 1f, The examination 
before Caiaphas (Matt. xxvi. 59 ff. 
and parallels) is implied, and 
also its necessary issue. The 
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sentence was determined, but 
the Sanhedrin had no power to 
carry it out. The subject is not 
exactly defined. The principal 
actors (“the chief priests and 
Pharisees,” ‘the Jews”) are 
everywhere present to the mind 
of the Evangelist. Comp. xix. 4. 

TO mpaitoprov | pretorium Vv. } 
the palace. ‘The official residence 
(head-quarters) of the Roman 
governor, This was the technical 
sense of pretorvwm in the pro- 
vinces (comp. Acts xxiii. 35), 
At Rome the usage of the word 
was different (comp. Lightfoot, 
Philippians, pp. 97 ff.). The 
building occupied by Pilate is 
commonly supposed to have been 
the palace built by Herod on the 
western hill of Jerusalem. This 
was certainly occupied at a later 
time by the Roman governors 
(Philo, Leg. ad Cai. 1034), but 
there is not any direct evidence, 
as far as appears, that it was 
occupied by Pilate, and on the 
whole it seems to be more prob- 
able (comp. xix. 13) that Pilate 
occupied quarters in Antonia, 
according to the traditional view. 

jv 8. mpwi| erat autem mane v. 
Comp. Matt. xxvii. 1 parallels, 
The term zpw/ is used technically 


for the fourth watch, 3—6 a.m. 
(Mark xiii. 35). A condem- 
nation to death at night was 
technically illegal. An early 
meeting of the Sanhedrin appears 
to have been held to confirm 
the decision already made, and 
so to satisfy the form of law, 
which, -however, was broken by 
the infliction and execution of 
the sentence on the day of 
trial. A Roman court could 
be held at any time after 
sunrise. On this occasion it was 
probably held as early as possible. 
Pilate, as we may suppose, had 
been prepared for the charge 
when application was made for 
the detachment of soldiers. 
avroi | they themselves. In con- 
trast with the Lord, who was 
now probably committed again 
to the soldiers, and taken within 
the Preetorium (v. 33). 
puavOdow] contaminarentur v. ; 
be defiled; by entering a house 
from which all leaven had not 
been scrupulously removed. The 
Preetorium was placed under the 
protection of tutelary deities 
(deot of rod Wyepovexod mpartwpion, 
Journal of Philology, 1876, pp. 
126 ff.; comp. Tac. Hist. 111. 10), 
but such a dedication is out of 
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palace: and it was early; and they themselves entered 
not into the palace, that they might not be defiled, 


2but might eat the passover. 
forth unto them without, and saith, What accusation 


«bring ye against this man? 


Pilate therefore went 


They answered and said 


unto him, If this man were not doing evil, we 


| ashould not have delivered 


therefore said unto them, 


the question at Jerusalem Pilate 
had learnt by bitter experience 
with what fierceness the Jews 
resented every semblance of a 
violation of their religious feel- 
ings (Jos. Bel. Jud.11.ix.2, Comp. 
Philo, Leg. ad Cai. § 38). 

gay. t.racy.|] See Matt. xxvi. 
17 


29. e&XO. odv 6 Ted. . . .| 
Pilate is introduced quite ab- 
ruptly, without any title or ex- 
planation, as one perfectly well 
known. Comp, Mark xv. 1; 
Luke xxiii. 1. In 8t. Matthew 
he is commonly spoken of as 
“the governor” (6 7yeuov Matt. 
xxvii. 2), a title not found in 
St. John. The scrupulousness 
of Pilate needs some explanation 
(contrast Acts xxii. 24). The 
explanation is probably supplied 
by St. Matthew (xxvii. 19) in 
the message of Pilate’s wife, 
which at least indicates that the 
accusation of Jesus had made 
an impression upon her, and so 
probably in Pilate’s household. 
There is a slight trace in the 
narrative of St. Matthew (xxvii. 
19) of the informal manner in 
which the trial was in part 
conducted. 

eénd0. . . . ew] St. John 
appears to emphasise the fact 
that Pilate “went forth without ” 


him up unto thee. Pilate 
Take him yourselves, and 


his own Pretorium, as if it were 
symbolic of the whole proceeding. 

Tiva xaryy.| The words do not 
necessarily imply that Pilate was 
ignorant of the character of the 
charge (see v. 3). Pilate requires 
that the charge should be made 
formally. 

30f. The Jews were evidently 
unprepared for the governor’s 
hesitation in such a case, and 
attempted to claim the fulfilment 
of their sentence without render- 
ing account of the grounds on 
which it rested. Pilate met this 
affectation of independence by 
bidding them carry out their 
purpose to the end by their own 
authority: Pilate therefore said, 
Take him yourselves. On this 
they are forced to confess that 
nothing less than death will 
satisfy them, and this punish- 
ment they cannot inflict. 

ax. tovav| malefactor v. Liter- 
ally, doing evil, actively engaged 
in evil. The word in St. Luke 
xxiii, 32, is kaxodpyos. 

81. AaB. adr. iu.] Take him 
yourselves... The words have 
a tinge of irony (ipeis, ipdv); 
and Pilate implicitly reminds the 
Jews of the limits within which 
their power of ‘ judgement” was 
confined, 

cir. att. ot ‘Iovd....] Pilate’s 
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words left them no alternative. 
They could not escape from re- 
vealing their purpose ; and prob- 
ably they now brought forward 
against Christ the charge of 
treason (Luke xxiii. 2) in order to 
move Pilate the more easily (v. 34). 

‘Hy. ovk éSeatw...| See Ad- 
ditional Note. 

32. iva 6 Aoy. t. Ino. wAnp.. . . 
onp....] ut sermo Jesu impleretur 
... significans...v. Ch. xii, 32 f, 
Comp. Matt. xx. 19. Crucifixion 
was not a Jewish punishment. 
The clause must not be inter- 
preted to convey the idea that 
the Jews wished a particular 
form of death to be inflicted, but 
that the circumstances of the 
case led to this issue. 


2. vv. 33—37. Within the Pre- 
torium: Pilate and Christ: 
the good confession and the 
light question. 

33. Eioydd. otv . . . 6 Ted. ] 
Pilate therefore... The urgency 
of the Jews constrained him to 
make further inquiry. 

éduv. t. “Ino.}| The Lord was 
already inside the court (v. 28); 
but Pilate summoned Him to 


6 dpx.epeds N*. 


his immediate presence (comp. ix. 
18, 24). 

x0 & 6 Bac. tr. Iovd ;] The 
words may mean either “ Art 
thou he who has just now become 
notorious under this title?” or, 
** Dost thou claim the title, as it 
is said?” The title itself would 
be likely to arrest Pilate’s atten- 
tion, whether he had heard it 
spoken of before in connexion 
with the entry into Jerusalem or 
only now from the Jews. And 
further, he would rightly con- 
clude that the title, when thus 
put forward, would be fitted to 
call out any fanaticism which 
there might be in a political 
enthusiast. The full form which 
the accusation assumed is given 
in St. Luke (xxiii. 2), See xix, 12. 
In each of the four Gospels the 
first words of Pilate to Jesus are 
the same: ‘ Art thou the King 
of the Jews?” (Matt. xxvii. 11; 
Mark xv, 2; Luke xxiii. 3), The © 
form of the sentence (Xd «2. . . ;) 
suggests a feeling of surprise in 
the questioner: “ Art thou, poor, — 
and bound, and wearied, the King 
of whom men have spoken?” 
Comp. iv. 12.. 








ss cerning me? 
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The Jews said 


unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man 


2 to death: that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, 


which he spake, signifying by what manner of death 


sshe should die. Pilate therefore entered again into 


the palace, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art 


sa thou the King of the Jews? 


Jesus answered, Sayest 


thou this of thyself, or did others tell it thee! con- 


Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? 


Thine 


own nation and the chief priests delivered thee unto 


what hast thou done?? 


Jesus answered, My 


kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were 


1 or tell thee. 


Bao. r. “Iovd.] v. 39, xix. 3, 19, 
21. Comp. Matt. ii. 2, xxvii. 11, 
29, 37; Mark xv. 2, 9, 12, 18, 
26; Luke xxiii. 3, 37, 38. The 
theocratic title Bacrebs rod 
Iopand (i. 49, note) stands in 
marked contrast with this civil 
title. 

34. daex. “Ino.] The short 
clauses are impressive: ‘“ Jesus 
answered ”—‘ Pilate answered ” 
—“ Jesus answered.” 

34 f. "Ad ceavr. ob Tout. dey. 
: The Lord’s question is 
suited to lead Pilate to reflect on 
the nature of the charge which 
he had to judge. In this sense 
it is an appeal to his conscience. 
If he admits the alleged as- 
sumption of the title to be a 
crime, he must ask himself 
whether the title has any mean- 
ing for him? whether he desires 
to learn what further it may 
signify ? or whether he has simply 
adopted a vague accusation, an 
ambiguous phrase, at random ? 
Pilate’s reply affirms his utter 
indifference to matters which only 


2 or what didst thou do? 


concerned (as he assumes) a 
despised people. “Am Ia Jew?” 
Is it then possible for me to care 
for these things? Yet in the 
words which follow he implies 
that there is something strange 
in the case. The Jews were ready 
for the most part to favour any 
asserter of their national liberty. 
Now they had brought one called 
their King to be put to death. 
“Thine own nation” (76 vos 
76 gov), and no Roman informer, 
“and the chief priests, the natural 
leaders of the people, delivered 
thee unto me: what hast thou 
done? or, more exactly, what 
didst thou do?” that is, to turn 
those who would naturally favour 
such as thee into relentless 
enemies ? 

36. Without directly replying 
to Pilate, the Lord indicates the 
real ground of the antagonism 
of the people and of the rulers 
to Himself, and at the same time 
explains how He is a King: 
“His kingdom was not of this 
world” (xécpos). He would not 
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make any concessions to the false 
patriotism of zealots (vi. 15), and 
yet He did claim a sovereignty, 
a sovereignty of which the spring 
and source was not of earth but 
of heaven. In both respects He 
was opposed to those who pro- 
fessed from different sides to re- 
present the nation (“the Jews ”). 
But as a spiritual King He was 
open to no accusation of hostil- 
ity to the empire. His willing 
surrender was a sufficient proof 
that he had never contemplated 
violence, 

‘H Bao. } uy... HY Eun ot 
tanpérat ot eno] The possessive 
pronoun is in each case em- 
phasised: “the kingdom, the 
servants or officers (7.e., disciples 
and apostles), who truly answer 
to me, to my nature and my 
will.” Comp. xv. 11, note, xii. 
26. There is an obvious re- 
ference to the Jewish concep- 
tions of a kingdom and to the 
Jewish “officers.” The use of 
the word imnpérns (here only of 
Christians.in the Gospels, comp. 
1 Cor. iv. 1; Acts xiii. 5) corre- 
sponds with the royal dignity 
which Christ assumes. 

OvK €oT. €K T. KOO. TOUT. ... 
évretbev| My kingdom does not 
derive its origin or its support 
from earthly forces. Comp. viii. 
23, xv. 19, xvii. 14, 16; 1 John 
ii. 16, iv. 5. At the same time 
Christ’s kingdom is “in the 


world,” even as His disciples are 
(xvii. 11). This verse serves as 
a comment on Matt. i. 1 ff., 
and brings out the full force of 
St. Matthew’s characteristic term 
“the kingdom of heaven.” The 
solemnity of the rhythmical bal- 
ance of the sentence cannot but 
be felt: “My kingdom... not 
of this world .. . if of this world 

..my kingdom.” The substi- 
tution of évredOev for éx Tod Koopov 
rovrov in the last clause appears 
to define the idea of the world 
by an immediate reference to 
the representatives of it close at 
hand. 

iryov.| decertarent v. This word 
describes a continuous effort, and 
not merely one definite conflict : 
“they would now be striving ” 
(Luke xiii. 24; 1 Cor. ix. 25; 
1 Tim. vi. 12; 2 Tim. iv. 7), and 
not “they would have fought” 
at the moment of my arrest. 

t. ‘Iovd.]| The title occurs in 
the record of the Lord’s words, 
iv. 22, xiii. 33, and above, v. 20 
(comp. xi. 8), The colour of the 
word in these places is slightly 
different from that which it bears 
in the Evangelist’s narrative. 
The simple idea of nationality 
prevails over that of religious 
antagonism, 

viv dé] As the case really 
stands, ix. 41, xv. 22, 24. 

37. Oixotv Bao. & av 3] The 
particle ovxotv, which occurs here 
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of this world, then would my officers fight’, that 
I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is 


ssmy kingdom not from hence. 


Pilate therefore said 


unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, 


’ or be striving. 


only in the New Testament, gives 
a tinge of irony to the words, 
which are half interrogative in 
form and half an exclamation: 
“So then, after all, thou art a 
king?” This scornful tone is 
further accentuated by the per- 
sonal pronoun at the end of 
the sentence: “thou, a helpless 
prisoner.” Comp. », 33, i. 21, 
iv. 19, viii. 48. 

Sb Aey. .. .] The Lord neither 
definitely accepts nor rejects the 
title. He leaves the claim as 
Pilate had put it forward. Pilate 
had quoted the words of others, 
and the Lord had made clear in 
what general sense they must be 
interpreted. He now signifies 
further the foundation and char- 
acter of His sovereignty, and 
the right which He has to the 
allegiance of men. 

ore. . . eye] that Tam. 
The translation Thow sayest (7.e., 
rightly), because I am... seems 
to be both unnatural as a render- 
ing of the original phrase, and 
alien from the context,* 

€y® eis Tout. yeyev. K. €is TOUT. 
ehyX. eis 7. koo’.]| The two phrases 
appear to correspond in part with 
the two in xvi. 28, “I came 
out from the Father, and am 
come into the world.” The first 
marks the entrance upon a new 
form of being, the second defines 
the sphere of the Lord’s mission 

* Marginal reading of WH text 
treats this phrase as a question 
(elu;).—A, W. 


(comp. ix. 39, note). Or again, the 
first marks the beginning of the 
earthly life, the second the pre- 
existence with the Father, But 
as addressed to Pilate the words 
declared only the human birth 
(comp, Luke i. 35, 75 yevveopevov), 
though a deeper meaning lies 
beneath them. The emphatic 
pronoun at the head of the 
sentence, and the repeated phrase 
cis tovto, fix attention upon the 
Speaker and His office. Christ 
not only affirms the fact of His 
kingship, but also bases the fact 
upon the essential law of His 
being. He places His Own Person 
(éy®) in contrast with all other 
men, whether they disbelieve 
(as Pilate) or believe. And He 
describes His coming as_per- 
manent in its effects (é\7AvOa) 
and not simply as a past historic 
fact (7AOov). 

eis Tovro . . . va] +The words 
«cis rovro affirm generally the 
fact of the sovereignty which 
Christ exercised: He was born 
for the very purpose that He 
should reign; and iva _ the 
special application of it: His 
reign was directed to the exe- 
cution of a divine purpose, Comp. 
Acts ix. 21; Rom. xiv. 9; 2 Cor, 
ii. 9; 1 Peter iii. 9, iv. 6; 1 John 
iii. 8, 

papt. t. addy. . . .| Truth, 
absolute reality, is the realm of 
Christ. He marks out its boun- 
daries ; and every one who has a 
vital connexion with the Truth 
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recognises His sway. He does 
not only ‘‘bear witness concerning 
the truth” (paprupety epi, i. 7, 
8, ete.), but “ bears witness to, 
maintains, the truth” (naprupety 
Twi, iii, 26), as John had done 
in his place, v. 33. Comp. Acts 
x, 43, xv. 8, etc.; 3 John 12. 

dv ex tT. adyO.] that is of the 
truth, who draws from the truth 
the inspiration of his life (comp. 
1 John ii, 21, iii, 19). The 
phrase is parallel to o dv é« tod 
Geod (viii. 47, note), Comp. also 
v, 36, ui. 31, vill. 23, xv. 19, 
xvii. 14; 1 John ii. 16, iii, 8 ff, 
and in a wider sense x. 16; Col. 
iv. 11. All who thus depend on 
that which is Christ’s are His 
proper subjects. For the whole 
answer comp. 1 Tim. vi. 13. It 
is of great interest to compare 
this ‘‘ confession” before Pilate 
with the corresponding “ con- 
fession” before the high-priest, 
Matt. xxvi. 64, The one ad- 
dressed to Jews is framed in 
the language of prophecy, the 
other addressed to a Roman 
appeals to the universal testi- 
mony of conscience. The one 
speaks of a future manifestation 
of glory, the other speaks of a 
present manifestation of truth. 
The one looks forward to the 
Return, the other looks backward 
tothe Incarnation. It is obvious 
how completely they answer 
severally to the circumstances of 
the two occasions, 
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7. dAnO.| the truth. Compare 
Introd. Lightfoot on ch. vi. 27 
quotes two remarkable passages 
which illustrate one idea of the 
word: ‘‘ When the great syna- 
gogue had been weeping, praying, 
and fasting, for a long time, a 
little roll fell from the firmament 
to them in which was written 
Truth. R. Chaniach saith, Hence 
learn that Truth is the seal of 
God.” (Sanh. Bab. f. 64. 1.) 
And again: ‘“‘ What is the seal of 
the holy blessed God? R. Bibai, 
in the name of R. Reuben, saith 
Truth (nox). But what is Truth? 
R. Bon saith, The living God 
and King eternal. Resh Lachish 
saith, 8 is the first letter of the 
alphabet, 2 the middle, and n 
the last: that is, I the Lord am 
the first... and beside me there 
is no God... and I am with the 
last” (Sanh. Hieros. f. 18). 

The Lord’s confession includes 
the fulfilment of the double hope. 
He is the King of the people of 
God, and the universal Saviour. 
Comp. iv. 25 ff., ix. 35 ff. 

38. Ti éor. dAnO.;| Whatis truth? 
The question of Pilate does not 
deal with absolute Truth—the 
Truth as one—of which the Lord 
had spoken (% éA7jGeva), but simply 
with truth in any particular case 
(dA7jGea). There is nothing of 
real reverence or seriousness in 
his words, still less of awe. He 
does not shape, even in passing 
thought, a subject for earnest 
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Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end have 
I been born, and to this end am I come into the 
_ world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Every 
sone that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate 
saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had 
said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and 


inquiry, but half sadly, half gathered round them. He trusted 
cynically, implies that even in that an expression of popular 
ordinary matters truth is un- feeling would enable him to follow 
attainable. It was so evidently his own judgement without in- 
to his mind in the matter before curring any unpopularity. He 
him ; but so much at least was saw that Jesus was evidently the 
plain to his Roman clearness of victim of a party (Matt. xxvii. 
vision, that the prisoner accused 18), and perhaps of a small party, 
by His countrymen was no Moreover the festival allowed 
political intriguer. He therefore him to effect his purpose with- 
impatiently breaks off the exami- out absolutely setting aside the 
nation which had (as he fancied) sentence of the Sanhedrin. He 
shown him enough to decide the suggests therefore that Jesus 
case, that he may obtain the should be released according to 
release of Jesus if possible. Corn. the custom of the Passover. 
a Lapide gives an interesting From the narrative of St. Mark 
series of answers to the question, it appears that the demand for 
“What is truth?” from classical the fulfilment of this act of grace 
and patristic writers. Though was first made by “the multi- 
they have no direct connexion tude” who had come up to the 
with Pilate’s thought they will governor’s house (dvaBas, Mark 
repay study. xv. 8), and it is not unlikely that 
The sending to Herod (Luke some at least of the people hoped 
xxiii. 6 ff.) must be placed be- in this way (like Pilate) to deliver 
tween vv. 37, 39. Jesus, The name of a notorious 
: criminal was coupled with that 

3. vv. 38—40. Without the Pra ot Jesus (Matt. Lae 17), that 
. torium. The judgement of Pilate tho wish of the people might be 
k4 and the judgement of the Jews. expressed more decisively, When 
N The sentence, the offer, the de- the choice was put to them there 
C mand, Jesus and Barabbas. was for a time a division of feel- 
88 ff. K. rovr. cw... .] The in- ing, or hesitation (Mark xv. 11), 
cident which follows isacomplete At length the high-priests pre- 
_ revelation of a weak worldly vailed (comp. ch. xix. 6), and 
_ character, Pilate addressed him- Pilate was then overpowered by 
_ self, as it seems, not to the the popular ery, from which he 
leading accusers of Jesus (the had expected to obtain convenient 
high-priests and Pharisees), but support. He had no firmness to 
to the crowd which had now support him when his scheme 
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had failed; and at last, by a 
strange irony, he was forced to 
release a man guilty of the very 
form of crime which the chief 
priests had tried to fasten upon 
Christ. 

"Ey. odd. etp. év adr. air.| ego 
nullam invenio in eo causam vV. ; 
I fimd no charge (or crime) in 
him. The pronoun is emphatic 
here and xix, 6 (not in xix, 4), 
and contains an implied contrast 
between the partizanship of the 
priests and the calm judgement 
of the Roman governor. 

39. [ev] 7. técxa] The custom 
is made more general in 8t. 
Matthew (xxvii. 15) and St. Mark 
(xv. 6), “at feast time” (kara 
éoptyv). Nothing is known of 
the origin of the custom, nor is 
it (as tar as appears) noticed 
anywhere except in the Gospels. 
Comp. Matt. xxvii. 15. 

t. Bao. tr. “Iovd.| The title is 
probably used, as afterwards (xix. 


expavyacayv ovv 


M7 TovTov adda Tov BapaBBav. Hv 


2 Insert rdvres AELYTA, 


15), to throw contempt on the 
pretensions of the Jewish leaders. 
40. éxpavy. ovv wad... .] clam- 
averunt rursum v.; They cried 
out therefore again with the loud 
cry which will make itself heard. 
Comp. xi, 43, xl. 13, xix. 6, 12, 
15. ‘The people, in spite of their 
late enthusiasm, were driven by 
their selfish hopes to prefer one 
who had at least defied the Roman 
power to their divine King. 
madw| The word is a singular 
mark of the brevity of St. John’s 
narrative, which assumes much 
as known. The previous demands 
of the people have not been 
noticed by him. . 
Anotyns| latro v. One of those 
outlaws who not infrequently 
(Acts xxi. 38) covered their vio- 
lence with a cloke of patriotism 
(comp. Luke xxiii. 19; Mark 
xv. 7; Matt. xxvii. 16), There 
is an impressive pathos in the 
brief clause. Comp, xiii. 30. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES ON CHAP. XVIII 


12—24. It is interesting to 
compare the narratives of the 
Lord’s trial preserved by the 
Evangelists with the rules laid 
down in Jewish tradition for the 
conduct of such cases. It may 
be impossible to determine the 
antiquity of the contents of the 
Mishna, but the following brief 
summary of the contents of the 
Tract Sanhedrin, so far as they 


bear upon the subject, will show 
in what respects the proceedings 
as to the Lord agreed with and 
differed from what was received 
as law at a very early date, 
Capital offences were tried by 
an assembly of twenty-three (ch. 
1 § 4): a false prophet could be 
tried only by the great Sanhe- 
drin, or assembly of seventy-one 


(ch. 1 § 5). 





ye have a custom, that I should release unto you 
one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release 
«unto you the King of the Jews? They cried out 
, therefore again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. 
_ Now Barabbas was a robber. 





¥ or crime, 


The witnesses were strictly and 
separately examined in all cases, 
and the agreement of two was 
held to be valid (ch. 3 § 6; ch. 5 
§§ 1 ff). 

In capital cases the witnesses 
were specially charged as to the 
momentous consequences of their 
testimony, and cautioned as to 
the peril of destroying life (ch. 
4 § 5), and they were to say no- 
thing by conjecture or hearsay. 

The judges sat in a semicircle, 
the president being in the middle, 
so that all might be face to face 
(ch. 4 § 3). 

In capital cases everything was 
so arranged as to give the accused 
the benefit of the doubt, and with 
this view the votes for acquittal 
were taken first (ch. 4 § 1), 

In civil cases the trial might 
be continued and decided by 
night ; and a decision either way 
might be given on the day of 
trial. In capital cases the trial 
_ could take place only by day ; 
_ and while an acquittal might be 
_ pronounced on the day of trial, 
_ a sentence of condemnation could 
_ not be given till the next day. 
t Hence such cases could not be 
_ tried on the eve of a Sabbath or 


of a Feast (ch. 4 § 1; comp. 


m ch. 5 §. 5), 

Even on the way to execution 
_ Opportunity was given to the 
_ condemned, four or five times, 


‘VOL. IL. 


if need were, to bring forward 
fresh pleas (ch. 6 § 1); and at 
the last he was urged to con- 
fession, that he might not be lost 
hereafter (ch. 6 § 2), A crier 
preceded the condemned, saying, 
“A. B. the son of A. B. goes 
forth to be stoned for such and 
such an offence: the witnesses 
are C. and D. If any one can 
prove his innocence, let him come 
forward and give his reasons” 
(ch. 6 § 1), 

In cases of blasphemy the 
witnesses were rigorously ex- 
amined as to the exact language 
used by the accused. If their 
evidence was definite the judges 
stood and rent their garments 
(ch. 7 § 5), 

The blasphemer was to be 
stoned (ch.7§ 4). After stoning 
he was to be hung upon a gibbet 
(ch. 6 § 4), and taken down be- 
fore night (id.) and buried in a 
common grave provided for the 
purpose (ch. 6 § 5), 

13. Derenbourg (Hssai sur 
UHistoire et la Géographie de la 
Palestine, Paris, 1867) has called 
attention (pp. 466 ff.) to a re- 
markable passage of the Talmud 
(Jer. Taanith, wv, 8), which men- 
tions that “on the Mount of 
Olives there were two cedars, 
under one of which were four 
booths (shops, nnn) for the sale 
of objects legally pure. In one 
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of these, pigeons enough were 
sold for the sacrifices of all Israel.” 
He conjectures that these booths 
were [ part of | ‘the famous booths 
of the sons of Hanan (Annas),” to 
which the Sanhedrin retired when 
it left the chamber “Gazith” 
(see Add. Note on v. 31). The 
identification seems to be very 
plausible, notwithstanding Keim’s 
peremptory contradiction (111. 
352, note). But whether “the 
booths” were on the Mount of 
Olives or adjoining the temple, 
the place was the seat of the 
dominant faction of Annas, the 
centre of their hierarchical ty- 
ranny. The night meeting of 
members of the Sanhedrin favour- 
able to their policy would there- 
fore naturally be held there. The 
regular meeting in the morning 
of the whole body (Matt. xxvii. 
1) was, on the other hand (as it 
appears), held in the old place 
of assembly, “ Gazith” (Matt. 
xxvil. 5, pias &v 76 vad). The 
language of St. Luke points 
clearly to the difference of place 
of the two examinations (xxii. 66, 
amyyayov «is TO cuvedpiov avtar, 
as contrasted with xxii. 54, eis 
TOV olKov TOU dpxLepéws). Perhaps 
it will be felt that the record 
gains in solemnity if the Mount 
of Olives was the one scene of 
all the events of the night. Even 
the mention of Kidron by the 
secondary and popular name of 
the “‘ravine of the cedars” may 
contain an allusion to a scandal 
felt as a grievous burden at the 
time when the priests gained 
wealth from the sale of victims 
by the “two cedars.” ‘The 
booths of the sons of Hanan,” 
tradition adds, ‘‘ were destroyed 
three years before the destruction 
of the temple” (Derenbourg, 
p. 468). 
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17, 18, 25—27. The differences 
in detail, which occur in the 
records of the threefold denial of 


the Lord by St. Peter, offer a 


singularly instructive subject for 
study. The fact is one of the 
very few related at length by 
the four Evangelists, and it offers 
a crucial test for determining, 
in some aspects, the character of 
the narratives of the Gospels. 

It must be premised : 

1. That each Evangelist re- 
cords the prediction of a three- 
fold denial : 

Matt. xxvi. 34, amply ddéxropa 
pwvnca tpis arapvyon pe. 

Mark xiv. 30, piv 7) dts ddexropa 
povycat Tpis Ee arrapvncy. 

Luke xxii, 34, od dwrvyce 
onpepov GA€KkTwp ews Tpls pe 
arapyvynon <idéva.. 

John xiii. 38, od pu adextwp 
povyon ews ov apvyon pe Tpis. 

In St. Matthew and St. Mark 
the prediction occurs after the 
mention of the departure from 
the upper room; in St. Luke 
and St. John, during the account 
of the Supper. The particles of 
connexion in the first two Gospels 
(rére [St. Matthew], xai [St. 
Mark]) do not require, though 
they suggest, chronological se- 
quence. There is no difficulty in 
supposing either that the record 
of the words has been transposed 
by St. Matthew and St. Mark, 
or that the prediction was re- 
peated. Such repetitions belong 
naturally to a crisis of concen- 
trated excitement. 

2. That each Evangelist re- 
cords three acts of denial: 

Matt. xxvi. 70, 72, 74. 
Mark xiv. 68, 70, 71. 
Luke xxii. 57, 58, 60. 
John xviii. 17, 25, 27. 

The first three Evangelists 

specially notice the fulfilment of 
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the prediction: Matt. xxvi. 75; 
Mark xiv. 72; Luke xxii, 61. 
St. John does not, though he 
obviously recalls the words 
spoken: xviii. 27, compared with 
xiii. 38, 

It may be added that the 
narratives of St. Matthew and 
St. Mark represent in the main 
one original. The narratives of 
St. Luke and St. John are in- 
dependent of one another and of 
the other two. 

Under these circumstances the 
question arises (1) Whether the 
four Evangelists relate the same 
three acts of denial; and then 
(2) if so, whether the differences 
in detail admit of being recon- 
ciled. 

It will be most convenient to 
examine in succession the four 
narratives of the first, second, 
and third denials, noticing the 
significant points in each. 

(Table A, p. 292.) Here there 
is an agreement (a) as to the place 
of the incident, the court of the 
high-priest’s palace, “ outside ” 
and “beneath” the room in which 
the Lord was being examined, 
and more particularly by “the 
fire” which had been lighted 
there. St. John mentions the 
“standing by the fire” after the 
fact of the denial, but evidently 
in connexion with it, 

(o) As to the chief actor, 
“a maid” (adicxn), further 
described by St. Mark as “a 
maid of the high-priest,” and 
defined by St. John as “the maid 
that kept the door.” There is 
not the least indication that the 
“maid” of St. Matthew and 
St. Mark could not be the por- 
tress, 

(c) As to the fact of a direct 
address of St. Peter, and of a 
reply by him to the speaker, 
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And, further, there is a substan- 
tial agreement as to what was 
said. 

On the other hand, the Synop- 
tists speak of St. Peter as 
“sitting,” St. John as “standing,” 
and the words recorded are dif- 
ferent. But there is no difference 
as to time. The incident men- 
tioned by St. Matthew and St. 
Mark may have occurred at 
any time after entrance into 
the court (Matt. xxvi. 58; Mark 
xiv. 54). 

(Table B.) Here the records 
are much more complicated (a) 
Two places are mentioned, the 
“ fore-court” (St. Mark), with 
which the “porch” of St. Matthew 
is to be connected, and the fire 
in the court which was the scene 
of the former denial. 

(6) Many persons take part in 
the accusation of St. Peter : “the 
same maid” as before (St. Mark), 
“another maid” (St. Matthew), 
“another man” (St. Luke), are 
specified, and St. John says, gener- 
ally, “they said,” i.e, the by- 
standers, 

But it will be noticed that 
St. Luke alone singles out one 
man who addresses St, Peter, and 
to whom personally St. Peter 
replies. The words of accusation 
recorded by St. Matthew and 
St. Mark are not addressed to 
St. Peter at all, but spoken 
among the groups of servants, 
and St. Mark implies a repeated 
denial (jpveiro). The words re- 
corded by St. John express 
apparently what was said by 
several. So also the denials re- 
corded by St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
and St. John, are not given 
as addressed to any particular 
person, as in the former case. 
They simply record the fact of 
denial. 
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TABLE C. 


John xviii. 26, 27. 
Aéyer els éx Tay SovwY TO 
ns 


Luke xxii. 59, 60. 
XLEpews, cuyyev 


Mark xiv. 70, 71. 


Matt. xxvi. 73, 74. 
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(Table C.) Here again the 
narratives are complicated, There 
is no mention of place ; but some 
time, “about an hour” (St, Luke), 
has elapsed since the last denial. 
In St. Matthew and St. Mark 
the charge is addressed to St. 
Peter by many (“they that stood 
by”). In St. Luke the question 
and answer are both personal; 
in St. John the question is direct, 
but no specific answer is recorded. 

The charges in this case are 
all supported by some personal 
identification of St. Peter. 

If now we endeavour to realise 
the scene it will, I think, be clear 
that there were three crises, three 
acts of denial. The first was an 
isolated incident, and the others 
in part arose out of it. The 
portress made no remark when 
St. John brought in his friend. 
It was not likely that she should 
do so. But afterwards, noticing 
him by the fire-light, she spoke 
directly to him, The slight 
differences in detail admit of easy 
explanation. St. Peter’s rest- 
lessness is evident throughout the 
scene. 

After St. Peter had made his 
denial and then withdrawn, the 
subject was not forgotten. The 
portress, when she saw him again, 
after some interval, on being 
called to the door, spoke of him 
to others. One and another ac- 
cused him, Probably at the time 
he made no answer, but went 
away, and ventured to return to 
the fire. Here again a definite 
accusation was made and a denial 
followed ; but the imperfect in 
St. Mark seems to indicate that 
the denial was in some way re- 
peated. The third incident is 
similar, Conversation had been 
going on, St. Peter had joined 
in it. His dialect showed his 
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origin. One of the servants re- 
cognised him, ‘Thereupon many 
brought the charge against him, 
and St. Peter met his assailants 
at once with words fragmen- 
tarily preserved in the different 
narratives. 

Briefly then, let the scene be 
realised, with all the excitement 
of the night trial and the uni- 
versal gathering of servants and 
officers, and the separate details 
given by the different Evangelists 
will be found completely in har- 
mony with the belief that there 
were three ‘denials,” that is 
three acts of denial, of which 
the several writers have taken 
such features as seemed to be 
most significant for their purpose. 
Thus in the narrative of St. John 
there is an evident climax in the 
succession of questioners: the 
portress, the bystanders generally, 
a man who claims direct know- 
ledge. 

19—24. The true reading in 
v. 24 (Améorerev ov avtov o 
"Avvas...) involves the conse- 
quence that the examination 
noticed in vv. 19—23 is not any 
part of the official examination 
before Caiaphas and the Sanhe- 
drin (Matt. xxvi. 57, 59—68; 
Mark xiv. 53, 55—65), but 
previous to it. The same sense is 
given by the simple aorist with- 
out the conjunction (AréocreAev 
airov...), though less sharply. 
The character of the examination 
itself leads to the same result. 
The examination in St. John is 
evidently informal and _ private 
(comp. Matt. xxvi. 57). The 
Lord Himself is questioned, 
but there is no mention of wit- 
nesses (Matt. xxvi. 60 ff.), no 
adjuration, no sentence, no sign 
of any legal process. If v. 21 
implies that others were present 
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besides the retinue of the high- 
priest, they took no part in the 
proceedings (contrast Matt. xxvi. 
66 ff.). On the other hand, if 
Annas was really the soul of 
the Sadducean faction, nothing 
would be more natural than that 
he should provide for a prelim- 
inary interrogation which might 
decide the course to be taken in 
the Sanhedrin. There might still 
be opposition there. As it was, 
the accusers were in fact driven 
to seek evidence from the Lord’s 
hearers, and to confess that it 
was inadequate for their purpose. 
Thus baffled, they called forth, 
under the most solemn circum- 
stances, His great confession as 
Messiah. It may be added that 
some time necessarily elapsed 
between the arrest of the Lord 
and His appearance before the 
formal session of the Sanhedrin, 
This interval gave opportunity 
for the private examination. The 
details of the various exami- 
nations which St. John has pre- 
served, all bear upon the universal 
aspect of Christ’s work, its open- 
ness, self-justification, truthful- 
ness, dependence upon the divine 
will, It will further be noticed 
that as St. John alone gives 
the private examination before 
Annas, so also he alone gives 
the private examination before 
Pilate. He was probably present 
at both. 

31. The words “It is not lawful 
for us to put any man to death” 
have been interpreted to mean 
that the Jews could not inflict a 
capital sentence at this particular 
time (the Passover), or in the 
particular manner which they 
desired (crucifixion), But there 
is nothing in the context to justify 
such a limitation of the sense, 
The whole action of Pilate (comp. 
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xix. 10) shows that the question 
of life and death was legally in 
his hands alone; and the words 
must be taken as a simple and 
direct statement that the Jews 
could not put to death without 
the governor’s authority. That 
this was so appears from the 
terms which describe the pro- 
curator’s power (Jos. Ant. Xvitt. 
i, 1; compare also Ant. xvi. ii. 4, 
and xvi. 6). There is also a 
remarkable tradition preserved 
in different forms in the Talmud, 
that the Sanhedrin left their 
proper place of assembly, Gazith, 
and sat in Chanjuth (forty years 
before the destruction of the 
temple), Now it was forbidden 
to condemn to death except in 
Gazith (see Avoda Zara, ed. 
Hdzard, pp. 61 ff. and notes). 

The passages quoted from the 
New Testament (John viii. 3, 59, 
vil, 26; Acts v. 33, vii. 57f., 
xxi. 27 ff. ; [Acts xii. 4]) to prove 
that the Jews could put to death, 
only show that the Roman go- 
vernors were not unwilling to 
tolerate exceptional acts of vio- 
lence. Compare also Jos. B. J. 
Wied, and’ (dnt; xx: ix. 1, 
where it appears that the exe- 
cution of James the Just in the 
interval between the departure 
of one governor and the arrival 
of his successor was treated as a 
grave usurpation of power. 

The question is discussed 
thoroughly and conclusively by 
Langen, in a paper in the Theol. 
Quartal-Schrift, 1862, 11. pp. 
411 ff Compare also the same 
writer’s Die letzten Lebenst. § 256, 


Nore on tue READINGS IN 


wv. 1, 15, 24 


1, The reading of this verse 
offers points of singular interest. 
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The great majority both of ancient 
and later authorities give x. rav 
Kédpov (8° BCLX, ete., most 
cursives, and Origen, Cyril Al, 
and Chrysostom) (1). Two re- 
presentatives of a very ancient 
text (N*D) give rod Kedpod (2). 
Some few copies, which generally 
represent a later text (AS, ete.), 
give tod Kedpwy (3). The second 
and third readings may be grouped 
together, for both represent the 
Hebrew name Xidron, though in 
different forms (Kedpév or Kedpds 
—kédpos, cedar, is feminine—and 
Kedpoév). The first, on the other 
hand, substitutes for the Hebrew 
name a significant Greek name 
(of the cedars) which is found 
also in the LXX, (2 Sam. xv. 23; 
1 Kings xv, 13). No one of the 
versions directly supports (1), but 
the Memphitic reads of the cedar 
tree, while the cedri of some old 
Latin copies is uncertain. The 
Thebaic and the AXthiopic give 
Kedros (masc.) (2). The Vulgate, 
Gothic, and Armenian, give 
Kedron (3). 

At first sight it seems obvious 
to suggest that an original read- 
ing, tod Kedpov, gave rise to 
two corrections on the part of 
ignorant scribes, who altered 
either the article (rév Kédpwv) 
or the noun (rod Kedpod), in what 
they supposed to be a false 
concord, 

But the division of the authori- 
ties is most unfavourable to this 
view. It seems incredible that 
no one of the most ancient Greek 
texts should have preserved the 
true reading. On the other hand, 
the name Kidron was well known, 
and an alteration from rav Ké3pwv 
to rod Kedpoéy would appear as 
plausible to a scribe as to many 
modern scholars, 

It must be added that the use 
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of the name x. trav Kédpwy in 
the LXX. (1 Kings xv. 13, and 
as a various reading in 2 Sam. 
xv. 23; 1 Kings iii. 37; 2 Kings 
xxiii, 6, 12), supplies fair evidence 
that it was current; and the 
fact that the article is not added 
to the similar forms, Kioodév 
(Kwdv) and “Apvév, proves con- 
clusively that the name was not 
an accidental corruption. In 
Josephus the name is always 
declined (kedpdv, -Gvos). 

Such a paronomasia as is in- 
volved in the change from Kidron 
to “of the cedars” is perfectly 
natural ; and the fact that cedars 
were found on the Mount of 
Olives at the time (see Note on 
v. 13) gives additional likelihood 
to the change, It is indeed possi- 
ble that the name of the Wady 
and of the Torrent (})11? = the 
Black) was originally derived 
from the “dark” trees, and not 
from the “dark” water. 

15. The best authorities 
(x* A B[D]) omit the article 
(dAXos, not o adAos), which is not 
expressed in A.V. 

24, An overwhelming prepon- 
derance of evidence (BO*LX 1, 
33, etc.) requires the insertion 
of otv, This reading, which pre- 
sents considerable difficulty at 
first sight, was variously cor- 
rected: first by substituting 4é€ 
for ody (8 69, etc.), and then by 
omitting the conjunction alto- 
gether (A and most later MSS.); 
and a few authorities insert the 
whole clause, ’ArécreAev . . . mpods 
Kadgav 7. apy., in v, 13, with 
ov or O¢, 


4, xix. 1—3. Within the Pre- 
torium. The governor's punish- 
ment. The soldiers’ mockery 


Cuap. XIX. 1—8. The narra- 
tive of St. John leaves no doubt 
that the ‘scourging” (éuacri- 
ywoev) was inflicted by Pilate as 
a punishment likely to satisfy 
the Jews. They had only just 
used the ominous word “ crucify ” 
(Luke xxiii. 21), though they 
pointed to it from the first (xviii. 
31). The governor therefore 
thought that as he had humoured 
them by the release of Barabbas 
they might be contented with 
the ignominy inflicted on the 
alleged pretender to royalty with- 
out insisting on His death. This 
is distinctly brought out in Luke 
xxiii, 22 (“I will therefore 
chastise him [radevow], and let 
him go”). Itis not, however, to 
be supposed that when Christ 
was condemned to be crucified 
the scourging was repeated. The 
passing references (¢payeAAdoas) 
in St. Matthew (xxvii. 26) and 
St. Mark (xv. 15)—St. Luke 
is silent,—though they would 
convey the impression that the 
scourging immediately preceded 
the crucifixion, according to the 
common, but not universal, cus- 
tom, do not necessarily bear that 
meaning. There is therefore no 
real discrepancy between the 
accounts of the Synoptists and 
of St. John. The accounts of 
the mockery by the soldiers are 
to be explained otherwise. From 
the narrative of St. John it is 
evident that the Lord was in- 








VER, 1, 2] 
shim. 


sulted by the emblems of mock 
royalty before His condemnation. 
From the narrative of St. Matthew 
it is no less evident that mockery 
of the same kind took place after 
His condemnation (Matt. xxvii. 
31, and when... they took off... 
and led...), Kat bre evéraréav 
avre, efédvoay ... Kal daripyayov .. . 
St. Mark is less definite as to 
the time, and St. Luke is silent 
altogether about the incident. 
In addition to this difference as 
to the time, there are also some 
minor differences in the details of 
the two narratives. St. Matthew 
and St. Mark both mention em- 
phatically “the gathering of the 
whole band” (Matt. xxvii. 27; 
Mark xv. 16); both mention the 
insulting homage ; St. Matthew 
mentions and St. Mark implies 
the reed-sceptre; the outrages 
described in St. Matthew and 
St. Mark are greater and more 
varied. In a word, the scene 
described by St. Matthew and 
St. Mark represents a more de- 
liberate and systematic mockery 
_ than that described by St. John. 
_ It is not perhaps difficult to 
_ imagine the whole course of the 
mockery. The conduct of Herod 
_ (Luke xxiii. 11) probably sug- 
4 gested the idea of it. Pilate found 
it fall in with his own design 
‘ to release Jesus as being too in- 
y significant for serious treatment. 
; The design failed. The crown 
and the robe were therefore re- 


_ brought so disguised before a 
judge for sentence, But after 
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19 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged 
And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, 
and put it on his head, and arrayed him in a purple 


the sentence was given, the men 
who had already entered into the 
spirit of the travesty made use 
of their opportunity to carry out 
the contemptuous exhibition more 
completely ; and “the soldiers of 
the governor ” invited “the whole 
band” (Matt. xxvii. 27) to join 
them in their fierce sport. There 
does not appear to be anything 
artificial in this interpretation of 
the recorded facts or inconsistent 
with the character of the actors, 
St. John (as in other places) 
gives that which explains the 
origin of the proceeding. 

1. Tore oy AaB. 6 Wed... . 
Then Pilate therefore... Pilate’s 
last appeal to the Jews (xviii. 39) 
had failed, and he now endeavours 
to save the life of Christ by 
inflicting such a punishment as 
might move His enemies to pity. 
This was his punishment (éaBev 
0 Ilearos... Kat éuacriywoer... 
contrasted with v. 6, AdBere airov 
Yyels kal oravpioare), Scourging 
was itself part of a capital 
sentence, but in this case it was 
inflicted arbitrarily by Pilate 
without any formal judgement. 

St. Matthew (xxvii. 26) and 
St. Mark (xv. 15) refer to the 
scourging simply as having taken 
place before the Lord was given 
over for execution. St. Luke 
(xxiii. 22) records Pilate’s. offer 
to inflict the punishment without 
saying more. St. John brings 
the two notices into union. 

Recent investigations at Jeru- 
salem have disclosed what may 
have been the scene of the 
punishment, In a subterranean 
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chamber, discovered by Captain 
Warren, on what Mr. Fergusson 
holds to be the site.of Antonia— 
Pilate’s Preetorium—“ stands a 
truncated column, no part of the 
construction, for the chamber is 
vaulted above the pillar, but just 
such a pillar as criminals would 
be tied to to be scourged.” The 
chamber “cannot be later than 
the time of Herod” (Fergusson, 
The Temples of the Jews, p.. 176; 
comp. p. 242). 

2. ated. &€ axav.| coronam de 
spinis v. Comp. Matt. xxvii. 
29. The thought is rather of 
the victor’s wreath (as Tiberius’ 
wreath of laurel, which was seen 
upon his arms: Suet. 7%. c. 17) 
than of the royal diadem. 

ina. topp.| Comp. Matt. xxvii. 
28; Mark xv. 17; and also 
1 Mace. viii, 14, x. 20, 62, xi. 
58, xiv. 43 f. Reference has 
naturally been made to Rev, xix. 
13 (Isa. Ixiii. 1 ff). This blood- 
stained robe was the true dress 
of a kingly conqueror. 

3. 7px. mp. ait. x. edey.] and 
they came unto Him and said. 
This vivid detail does not occur 
in the narratives of the parallel 
incident. The imperfect (venie- 
bant v.) gives the picture of 


\ , > an 
Kat A€yer auTots 
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the separate formal acts of 
homage rendered by the soldiers 
in succession. 

Xaipe, 0 Bac. 7. “lovd.]| Have 
rex Judeorum v. The words are 
evidently a mocking echo of what 
they had heard. Like Pilate, 
they ridicule the people no less 
than the Lord. 

e615. air. parip.] Some old 
versions add ‘on the face.” This 
is probably the true idea. The 
savage blow took the place of the 
kiss of homage. Comp. xviii. 22. 


5. vv. 4—7. Without the Pre- 
torium. Pilate: ‘‘ Behold, the 
man.” The Jews: “ He made 
himself the Son of God.” 


4. Kai...o0 Iled....] And 
Pilate... According to the most 
probable reading the action is 
not so much a@ consequence (odv) 
as a part of what has gone 
before, v. 1 (Tére otv o Tad. . . . 
kal of orpaTi@rac . .. Kal Oo 
Ted. . . . and the soldiers... 
and Pilate .. .). 

madw| xviii. 38. Pilate had 
returned within the Pretorium 
to order the scourging. 

avrots| The chief actors (xviii. 
38) remain constantly present 
to the mind of the Evangelist, 
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srobe; and they came unto him, and said, Hail, King 
of the Jews! and they struck him with their hands +! 
«And Pilate went out again, and saith to them, Behold, 
I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I 
sfind no crime in him. Jesus therefore came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and. the purple robe. 


éAnd Pilate saith to them, Behold, the man! When 


1 or with rods. 


though the episode wv. 1—3 has 
interrupted the narrative. 

ByOeMee iris bo, yore 
Ott odd. air. ebp.. . Sluelts the 
charge had seemed reasonable 
the governor would naturally 
have let the law take its course. 
That he had not done so, but 
brought the accused out again, 
was a clear proof that he held 
the charge against Him to be 
groundless. Yet with strange 
inconsistency he had treated Him 
as partly guilty in order to 
conciliate ‘unrighteous accusers, 
But to scourge a prisoner whom 
he pronounced innocent seemed 
nothing in his eyes if he could 
by such means gain hisend. His 
words therefore are an appeal at 
once to the sense of humanity and 
to the sense of justice in Christ’s 
accusers. See also Acts xxii. 24. 

éfo] Up to this time Christ 
had been within the Pretorium, 
Xvili. 28. 

5. ef. obv [6] “Ino. . . .] 
Jesus therefore came... In 
obedience to the governor’s will 
Christ follows His judge into the 
presence of the people. He knows 
all, and so knowing endures all 
in absolute submission. 

gopov . . .| EKach emphatic 
detail is repeated—the crown of 
thorns, the purple robe—(spineam 
coronam et purpureum vestimen- 


tum v.). This array of mockery 
is presented as the natural dress 
of Christ. (Comp. Matt. xi, 8; 
James ii. 3; Rom. xiii, 4). So 
He was through life the suffering 
King, the true Soldier. 

Kat Aey. aivr.] Though the 
name of the Lord has intervened, 
Pilate is the chief actor now in 
the apostle’s mind. Comp. v. 4 
(adrots). Roman and Jew stand 
face to face before Christ; and 
Pilate now, as Caiaphas before (xi. 
49 f.), is an unconscious prophet. 

Idob 6 dvOp.] Ecce homo vy. 
Contrast v. 14, “ Behold, your 
King!” These words of half- 
contemptuous pity were designed 
to change the fierceness of the 
spectators into compassion. Fear 
alike and envy, Pilate argues, 
must disappear at the sight of one 
enduring with absolute patience 
such humiliation. ‘ Behold” is 
an interjection and not a verb: 
‘¢ See, here is before you the man.” 
What lies behind that phrase is 
unspoken and unthought. It is, 
however, natural for us to com- 
pare the Lord’s prophecy as to 
Himself with the High Priest’s 
appeal (Matt. xxvi. 63 ff., "Egopkilo 
ge... wa days cd ot &... 
6 vids ToD Oeod ... Sv etrras rAd 
Léyw tyiv, am dpru dwerbe Tov vidv 
Tov avOpurov. . .). 

6. dre ody... of apy. Kai of 
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inp. ...| The chief priests and 
their subordinates at once, when 
they saw him, anticipated any 
possible outburst of pity. They 
“saw” not an object of com- 
passion, but only Him whom they 
had already doomed. Therefore 
they give the signal and the 
command to others. With “loud 
cries” (€xpavyacav) they demand 
death, and the death of the vilest 
malefactor. For the first time 
the name of the cross is openly 
used. The sharp, short sentence, 
Sravpwcov, ctavpwoor, exactly re- 
produces the feelings of the 
moment, and expresses the answer 
to Pilate’s half measures. The 
thought. is wholly of the punish- 
ment. (Contrast Mark xv, 13f., 
Xravpwoov airév.) Death, the 
death of a slave, nothing short 
of this, is the purpose of the 
accusers. All the Evangelists 
agree in representing the special 
demand for crucifixion as being 
made towards the end of the 
trial, after the offer to release a 
prisoner according to the custom 
of the feast (Matt. xxvii. 22, 
Mark xv. i Luke xxiii. 21). 
Aafs. by. K. oTaup., eyo 
yop . nf "Pilate met the per- 
emptory demand of the priests 


‘The emphatic “ we” 


as before (ch. XVili. 3l, Aa Bere 
avrov UPLELS Kat o 8 6 Kpivare ee 
by ironically referring the whole 
case to their own action. He 
will not, so he seems to say, 
simply ratify their decisions. 
They ask for crucifixion: well, 
let them crucify—a thing im- 
possible—if his voice is not to be 
heard. 

7. The Jews take up Pilate’s 
challenge and Pilate’s judge- 
ment in an unexpected manner, 
He had said Yake him your- 
selves. They answer, If you 
appeal to us, we have a power 
which we have not yet invoked. 
We have a law to which you are 
bound to give effect, whatever 
you may think of it, and accord- 
ing to the law he ought to die. 
answers at 
once to the emphatic “ye” and 
to the emphatic “I” of the 
governor. 

kara Tt. vop.| Levit. xxiv. 16. 
Comp. Matt. xxvi. 63, 65. 

vidv Geot| ‘The absence of the 
article fixes attention upon the 
general character of the nature 
claimed (Son of God) as dis- 
tinguished from the special 
personality (comp. i. 1, note), 
A Roman would have no distinct — 
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therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him, 
they cried out, saying, Crucify, crucify. Pilate saith 
_ to them, Take him yourselves, and crucify him: 
‘rfor I find no crime in him. The Jews answered him, 
_ We have a law, and according to the law he ought 
sto die, because he made himself Son of God. When 
_ Pilate therefore heard this saying’, he was the more 
‘eafraid; and he entered into the palace again, and 
' saith to Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave 
a0 him no answer. Pilate therefore saith to him, 


1 or word. 


idea of One to whom alone the 
title “Son of God” truly belongs. 

€aut. émou.| chs. v, 18, x. 33, 
viii. 53, note. The form of ex- 
pression emphasises the heinous- 
ness of the charge. The claim 
was asserted in action and not 
only in word. Comp. v. 12, 


“maketh himself a king.” 


6. wy. 8—11. Within the Pre- 
torium. The origin of Christ 
untold ; the origin of authority 
revealed 


8. Pilate had already recog- 
nised something mysterious in 
the Person and charge before 
him (see xviii. 29, note), The fact 
that Christ was said to have 
claimed a divine origin naturally 
deepened the strange fear which 
His presence inspired : Pilate not 
only was afraid, but he was more 
afraid. Could he have igno- 
miniously scourged one who was 
in some sense sent by the national 
divinity? A Roman at this time, 
when Eastern religions were 
making themselves felt through- 
out the empire, would be able to 
attach a real if vague meaning to 
the title “Son of God”; and super- 


stition goes with unbelief. Comp, 
Matt. xxvii. 54, where we have an 
obvious echo of the same words. 
tout. T. Aoy.| this saying or 
word: %.¢,, the general charge 
now brought against Christ, and 
not the exact title itself (jjua). 

9. cioyAO. cis 7. rparr.. . .] The 
clause marks a new scene, 

Ilobev e& ov;| Unde es tw? v. 
The question is put in a general 
form. Pilate looks to the answer 
for the relief or the confirmation 
of his misgivings. This indecision 
of the questioner, who indirectly 
asks from the Lord a revelation 
of Himself (comp. viii, 25, x. 24), 
explains the silence with which 
he was met. That silence was 
fitted to lead Pilate to reflect on 
what he had already heard (ch. 
xviii. 36); and a direct answer 
would have been either misleading 
or unintelligible. Moreover, the 
claim of justice, which was now 
in question, was not in any way 
affected by the circumstances of 
the Lord’s descent. Compare the 
parallel incident Matt. xxvii. 13f. 
See also Isa, liii, 7. 

10. *Epoi od dade’s ;] The pro- 
noun stands with emphasis at 
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the head of the sentence: silence 
before others might have been 
intelligible, but Pilate was su- 
preme. His sentence was the 
final voice not of a party but of 
the law and the government: J 
have power—rightful authority. 

amodtoa ... otavpdca| The 
alternatives are presented with 
the most impressive distinctness. 
The order in the best authorities 
places the motive of hope before 
that of fear, which seems in itself 
to be more natural. 

11. daex. adr. Ino. Ovx <i... .] 
The claim of Pilate to the abso- 
lute possession of right to act 
as he pleases leads the Lord to 
speak again. There was truth 
and error in theclaim. The two 
required to be distinguished in 
order that the real relation of 
the civil and the theocratic powers 
to the death of Christ might be 
laid open. In the order of the 
world Pilate had the authority 
which he claimed to have. It 
had been given to him to exercise 
authority, As the representative 
of the Emperor his judgement 
was legally decisive (Rom. xiii. 1). 
But still his right to exercise 
authority was derived, not in- 
herent. Human government is 
only valid as the expression of 
the divine will. He therefore 
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who exercises it is responsible, 
whatever he may suppose, to a 
higher power. So far, however, 
as any immediate result was con- 
cerned Pilate acted within the 
scope of the “authority which 
it had been given to him to 
exercise.” or this reason the 
High-Priest, representing the 
theocracy, was more guilty. 
Pilate was guilty in using wrong- 
fully his civil power. The High- 
Priest was doubly guilty, both 
in using wrongfully a_ higher 
(spiritual) power and in trans- 
gressing his legitimate rules of 
action. He had failed to fulfil 
his duty and he had violated its 
rules. It was the privilege of 
his office to recognise the Messiah, 
and to preserve the true spiritual 
independence of the people. By 
appealing to a heathen power 
to execute an unjust (xi, 49 f.) 
sentence on Christ, he had sinned 
against God by unfaithfulness, 
as well as by unrighteousness, 

jv Sedop.| It does not appear 
that there is (as is commonly 
supposed) any reference to the 
fact that Pilate was an uncon- 
scious instrument of the divine 
will. In this respect the Chief 
Priests were in the same position; 
and there was nothing in the 
fulfilment of the counsel of God 
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Speakest thou not to me? knowest thou not that 
I have power’ to release thee, and have power’ to 


ucrucify thee? Jesus answered him, Thou wouldest 


have no power’ against me, except it were given 
thee from above: for this reason he that delivered 


‘ewme unto thee hath greater sin. 


Upon this Pilate 


sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, 
If thou release this man, thou art not Cxsar’s friend: 


' or authority. 


to modify the guilt of one or 
the other (comp, Acts ii, 23), 

That which ‘was given,” it 
must be noticed, is not the 
authority itself, but the possession 
and exercise of it (jv Sedouévov 
not Hy dedopuern). 

dvwHev| desuper v.; from above, 
a.¢., from God, Comp. Rom. xiii. 
1f. The words correct Pilate’s 
assertion of independence. The 
notion that the clause refers to 
the reference of the case from 
“a higher tribunal” (the San- 
hedrin) to the Roman Court is 
wholly unnatural, though it has 
the confident support of Coleridge. 
In speaking of the source of 
Pilate’s authority it has been 
rightly felt that the Lord in- 
dicates the source of His own 
being (whence ...?). He spoke 
of that which He knew and as 
One who knew (ch. iii. 11). 

dia. tour.| for this reason, be- 
cause power is a divine trust. 

6 mapadovs . . .| Caiaphas, 
the personal representative of 
“the Jews” (xviii, 30—35 ; 
comp. Matt. xxvii. 2). The re- 
sponsibility for the act is con- 
centrated in him. ‘There can 
be no reference to Judas in the 
surrender to Pilate (co/). 


dpapt. éx.] xv. 22, note. 


7. vv. 12—16. Without the Pra- 
torium. The double sentence 
on the Accused and the accu- 
sers. The Christ rejected: the 
Emperor chosen. 


12. & tour... .] exinde... v. 
Upon this, i.e, “in consequence 
of this answer” (comp. vi. 66, 
note), and not simply “after 
this.” The calm majesty of the 
Lord’s words confirmed Pilate’s 
fears. He now actively “sought ” 
himself to release Jesus: before 
he had endeavoured to lead the 
Jews to suggest his release. 

ot... Iovd.| The national title 
stands out in contrast with the 
plea which they urge. Pilate 
had refused to carry out a sen- 
tence based upon Jewish opinion, 
The official chiefs of the theo- 
cracy convert themselves there- 
fore into jealous guardians of 
the rights of the empire, and 
accuse Pilate of negligence, The 
simple acceptance of the title of 
“king” is, they argue, a decla- 
ration of antagonism to the one 
emperor. The change in the 
tactics of the priests is remark- 
able, Under ordinary circum- 
stances a Roman governor would 
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not have scrupled to give effect 
to a sentence based on a national 
religious law. Perhaps the ac- 
cusers felt that their proceedings 
had been irregular, and in the 
face of opposition judged it better 
to press a political rather than 
a religious offence. Compare 
Matt. xxvii. 1. 

éexpavyacay] The thought found 
expression in one loud simultane- 
ous cry, as distinguished from 
the repeated cries of a multitude 
(expavyafov, xii. 13). See vv. 6, 
15, xviii. 40. On each occasion 
St. John notices the loud, deci- 
sive utterance, though this may 
have found echoes. Compare 
Mark xv. 14 (épagav) with Matt. 
xxvii. 23 (éxpafov). 

gir. t. Kauo.] The phrase was 
a title of honour frequently given 
to provincial governors (see Wet- 
stein ad loc., Jos. Ant, XIv. 
x, 2; Luke ii. 1); but here it is 
probably used in a general and 
not in a technical sense: “a 
loyal supporter of the emperor.” 


was 0...» Tou. avTirey.| every 
one that maketh . . . speaketh 
against . . ., 1.¢., controverts the 


emperor’s authority, and so vir- 
tually sets himself against him 
in rebellion. Comp. Rom. x. 21 
(Isa. lxv. 2). 

It will be observed how com- 
pletely the successive charges of 
the Jews noticed by St. John 
correspond with the natural pro- 
gress of the examination. They 


oy \ \ A Be WA De 
nv S€ TapacKevn TOD Tac\ya, Opa HV 


2 Toryodd N*. 


first rring a general accusation 
of “evil doing.” Pilate refuses 
to accept their judgement. They 
then press the title ‘King of 
the Jews” (implied in xviii. 33) 
as seditious, Pilate dismisses the 
charge (xviii. 39). They next 
bring forward a religious offence 
against their own law. ‘This in- 
creases Pilate’s unwillingness to 
act (xix. 12). So lastly, letting 


drop the formal accusations, civil — 


and ecclesiastical, they appeal to 
Pilate’s own fears. In this way 
they obtained their end by per- 
sonal motives (Acts xiii. 28, yr7- 
cavto. Comp. Luke xxiii. 24), 
13. ‘O oty lev. . . . 7. Aoy. 
tour. . . .| The new plea left 
Pilate to choose between yielding 
to an indefinite sense of rever- 
ence and right, and escaping the 
danger of a plausible accusation 
at Rome, before such a man as 
Tiberius (Tac, Ann. 11. 38). If 
a late date be assigned to the 
Crucifixion, Pilate’s fear at that 
time would have been greater, 
for the suspicions of ‘Tiberius 
became more cruel after the 
fall of Sejanus, Pilate’s patron 
(a.D, 31, Suet. 7b. 61). It was 
natural therefore that his fear 


of the emperor overcame his fear — 


of Christ. His misrule gave 
him good cause for alarm, and 
he could easily persuade himself 
that there would be real peril in 
neglecting the information which 
was laid before him. <A popular 
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every one that maketh himself a king speaketh? 


against Czesar. 


When Pilate therefore heard these 


words, he brought Jesus without, and sat down on 
the judgement-seat at a place called The Pavement, 


but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 


Now it was the Prepara- 


1 or opposeth. 


outbreak might follow, even 
against the will of the Leader 
whom he believed to be innocent 
of violent designs. His decision 
therefore was taken without any 
further discussion. 

t. Noy. Tovt.| these words, the 
imputation on his loyalty, the 
suggestion of rebellion. 

nyay. &wo...|] After the Hece 
homo the Lord had been taken 
within the Preetorium (v. 9). The 
formal sentence was given in the 
open court. The judgement-seat 
(tribunal) was placed upon a con- 
spicuous spot, which was called 
in Hebrew (Aramaic) Gabbatha, 
and in Greek [aithostroton, “a 
pavement.” The courts of the 
temple were paved (2 Chron. vii. 
3, Jos. B. J. vi. 1, 8), and it is 
not unlikely that there was a 
paved platform at the head of 
the steps leading from the temple 
to Antonia (Acts xxi. 40), 
where Pilate’s tribunal could 
be conveniently placed. There 
can be no reference under the 
Hebrew name, to such a portable 
mosaic floor as Julius Cesar 
carried about with him for his 
judgement-seat (Suet. Ces, 46). 

eal. ext Bn. ...]) sedit pro 
tribunali in locwm qui dicitur 
lithostrotus v. It has been sug- 
gested that the verb éxd@ucev is 
transitive (1 Cor. vi. 4; Eph. i, 
20), and that the sense is “ Pilate 
placed Him (Christ) on a seat,” 
completing in this way the scene 
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of the ‘Ecce Homo,” by showing 
the King on His throne. At 
first sight the interpretation is 
attractive, but the action does 
not seem to fall in with the 
position of a Roman governor, 
and the usage of the phrase else- 
where (Acts xii. 21, xxv. 6, 17) 
appears to be decisive against it, 
St. John, it may be added, never 
uses the verb transitively. 

The absence of the article (ézt 
Byparos) probably indicates that 
this was an improvised and not 
a regular tribunal. Contrast 
ACiSeXIL Ole xey 4 OL iano 
Matt. xxvii. 19 the verb is dif- 
ferent (kafypévov). Comp. Jos, 
Bb, J. 1. 14, 8. 

"EBpaicri] in Hebrew, i.e., the 
vernacular dialect. wv. 17, 20, 
Vice eed Os evi x, b xvio kG: 
The adverb is found only in these 
places. Comp. Acts xxi. 40, xxii. 
2, xxvi. 14, 

Taf8Baba] There can be little 
doubt that this represents Gab 
Baitha xnv1 33, “ the ridge (back) 
of the House,” 7.¢., the temple. 
Comp. Talm. Jerus. San. f. 18d, 
quoted by Wiinsche. 

14, mapack. 7. mwacy.] paras- 
cheue (al. preparatio) pasche v. 
The day before—the “ Eve” of — 
the Passover, 

apa Hv ws exrn] 2.e., about 6 a.m. 
See Additional Note, 

The marking of the day and 
hour fixes attention on the crisis 
of the history, 
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9 r an ¥ 
as! extn.” Kal éyer Tots “Iovdatois “Ide 6 Bacidreds 


3 / 
avTOV. 
OTAUpoTw ; 
Baovéa ei py Kaioapa. 


> A A an 
QUTOLS Wa oTaupwoy, 


ameKkpiOnoav ol dapxvepets 


expavyacav ovy exewour® “Apov apov, oTavpwaov 


héyeu avtots 6 ledaros Tov Baoiéa vpav 


Ov« €yopmev 


/ > , cepts 
TOTE OVUV TOApeOwKeEV QUTOV 


1 @pa 6€é HYT; woel (D)A. 
2 rplrn N°(D)LXA. See WH. Appendix, p. 90. 
3 of 6é éxpavyacay HTA (éxpatvyagov (D)Y). 


"Ide 6 Bao. ty.] The words are 
spoken with bitterness. The 
people had refused to regard the 
appeal to their humanity (v. 5); 
and Pilate now implies that the 
wounded and mocked Prisoner is 
alone fit to represent them (Aéyer 
tots ‘Iovdaios). At the same 
time, too, he may intend to re- 
mind them of the welcome which 
Christ had received at His entry 
into Jerusalem. This was the 
end of that enthusiasm. The 
priests had overawed the people. 

“ Behold” is here, as in v. 5, 
an interjection: ‘See, here is 
the king, of whom you spoke, 
and who befits you!” 

15. expavy. otv é. ...| The 
pronoun éxetvou isolates the ad- 
versaries of the Lord, and sets 
them in this last scene apart 
from and over against Him. 
With one loud universal cry 
(expavyacav) they disclaim all 
connexion with the King whom 
Pilate assigned to them: ‘ Away, 
away with him,” 

Pilate, however, still presses 
his reproaches: Shall (Must) I 
crucify your King? The em- 
phasis lies on the last words. 
From the beginning to the end 
the thought of kingship runs 
through the whole examination 
before Pilate. 


ot apx..] There is singular 
force in the exact definition of 
the speakers here. They are not 
simply described as “the Jews” 
(xviii. 31, xix. 7), nor yet as “the 
chief priests and the officers” 
(xix. 6). The official organs of 
the theocracy themselves pro- 
claim that they have abandoned 
the faith by which the nation 
had lived. The sentence “‘ We 
have no king but Cesar” (the 
foreign emperor) is the legitimate 
end of their policy, the formal 
abdication of the Messianic hope. 
The kingdom of God, in the con- 
fession of its rulers, has become 
the kingdom of the world. In 
the place of the Christ they have 
found the emperor. ‘They first 
rejected Jesus as the Christ, and 
then, driven by the irony of 
circumstances, they rejected the 
Christ altogether. 

16, rore otv raped... .| There 
was now no longer room for 
delay. The end was reached. 
The last word had been spoken, 
So the zealots for the Roman 
empire were empowered to work 
their will, But Pilate pronounced 
no sentence himself, He simply 
let the chief priests have their 
way (comp. Matt. xxvii. 26; 
Mark xv. 15; Luke xxiii. 25), 
He had conceded a little against 








wno king but Cesar. 


VER. 15, 16] 
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tion of the passover: it was about the sixth hour. 


And he saith to the Jews, Behold, your King! They 


therefore cried out, Away with him, away with him, 


crucify him. 


Pilate saith to them, Shall I crucify 


your King? The chief priests answered, We have 


to them to be crucified. 


justice in false policy (v. 1), and 
he was driven to concede all 
against his will. From St. Mat- 
thew it appears that he typically 
abjured the responsibility for the 
act, while the Jews took Christ’s 
blood upon themselves (Matt. 
xxvil. 24, 25). So they became 
the real executioners, and carried 
out the foreign law (he delivered 
Him up to them). Yet even so 
their dependence was also indi- 
cated: the last clause runs not 
that they should crucify (v. 6), 
but that he should be crucified. 

In this last issue it will be 
noticed that the Jews and Pilate 
were self-condemned of a double 
treason: the Jews of treason to 
their true king, on the plea of 
religion, and Pilate of treason 
to his office on the plea of 
loyalty. 


III. Tue Enp (xix. 17—42) 


The record of the last scene of 
the Passion contains very much 
that is peculiar to St. John: the 


challenging of the title (20—22), 
_ the last bequest (25—27), two 
- words (28—30), the piercing of 
_ the side (31—37), the ministry 


of Nicodemus (39 f.), 
time at least St. John was an 
eye-witness (vv. 26, 35). 


For a 


The narrative falls into the 
following sections : 


Then therefore he delivered him 


1, The Crucifixion (17—22). 

2. The two groups of bystanders 
(23—27). 

3. The fulfilment (28—30). 

4. The two requests (31—42), 

Generally it will be observed 
that St. John dwells on the ful- 
filment of the Old Covenant, on 
prophecies and types (vv. 24, 28, 
36, 37), and on the Majesty of 
the Lord in suffering. In all 
the will of God and the will 
of Christ is seen to be accom- 
plished. 

In especial St. John seems to 
insist on details (v. 29) which 
tended to identify the Lord with 
the Paschal Lamb, both as offered 
and as consumed. 


1. wv. 17—22. The Crucifixion. 
The two and the King. The 
title challenged and confirmed 


16b. Hapedaf. ody 7. Ino. . . .] 
They therefore received Jesus .. . 
Pilate “delivered up” and the 
‘chief priests” “received Jesus.” 
The word zapé\aBov may serve 
to recall the phrase at the be- 
ginning of the Gospel: of (Svo1 
avtov ob mapédaPov (i, 11), The 
Jews received Christ from the 
hands of the Roman governor 
for death: they did not receive 
Him from the teaching of their 
own prophets for life. They 
“received” Him and “ crucified ” 
Him (v, 18), though the Roman 


2 AATON. 
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eT 5 , 4 3 \ io e , ~ , Ld 

OVOQLWY, OTL eyvyyus Vv O TOTFOS TNS TONEWS O7TOU 

) , e 3 an \ 4 , p) “ , 

eatavpobyn 0 ‘Incovs' Kal Hv yeypappevoy “EBpaioti, 
' Insert xal darjyyayov A (Hyayov (D)EYTA). 


2 tov oravpov avrov (A)E(Y)I. 


soldiers were their instruments 
(v. 23; Matt. xxvii. 27). The 
act was theirs, even while they 
carried it out “by the hand of 
lawless men (1.e., Gentiles)” (Acts 
ii. 23; comp. iii. 15). 

17. Baor. ait. tr. oravp.| baiu- 
lans sibi crucem v.; bearing the 
cross for himself. From the 
Synoptists (Matt. xxvii. 32; 
Mark xv. 21; Luke xxiii. 26) it 
appears that on the way Simon of 
Cyrene was taken either to carry 
or to assist in carrying the cross. 
This the Lord at first bore for 
Himself; and the remarkable 
language of St. Mark (xv. 22, 
épovo.v) lends countenance to 
the belief that He sank beneath 
the burden, Comp, Matt. xxvii. 
31 f. 

Many writers from the time 
of Melito (Routh, Rell. Saerr. 1. 
122) have seen in the history 
of Isaac (Gen. xxii. 6) a type of 
this incident. Comp. xviii. 12, 
note, 

e&O.| Comp. Heb. xiii. 12 f. 
This “going forth” (xviii, 1) 
from the city answers to the 


“coming in” (xii. 12): the 


3 Toryod B; Todyora (D). 


“Via dolorosa” to the line of 
triumph, 

Todyo6a| See Matt, xxvii. 33. 

18. eoravp.|* they crucified, 2.e., 
the Jews, not indeed directly 
but acting through the Roman 
soldiers (v. 23), to whom the 
charge of the execution was 
committed, 

adAX. do] two other, described 
as ‘‘robbers” (Ayorat, comp. 
ch. xviii. 40) by St. Matthew 
(xxvii. 38) and St. Mark (xv. 27), 
and as “ malefactors ” (kaxodpyot, 
comp. xviii, 30) by St. Luke 
(xxiii. 32), It may have been 
of design that these criminals 
were put to death with the Lord, 
in order to place His alleged 
offence of treason on a level with 
theirs, Comp. ch, xviii. 40, note. 

péecov]| in the midst, as holding 
the position of pre-eminence in 
that scene of uttermost shame. 
Even in suffering Christ appears 
as a King. St. John by the 
addition of this clause empha- 
sises the thought which the other 
Evangelists leave to be deduced 
(Matt. xxvii. 38; Mark xv. 27; 
Luke xxiii. 33), 
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7 They received Jesus therefore: and he went out, 


bearing the cross for himself, unto the place called 
The place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew 


1sGolgotha: where they crucified him, and with him 


two others, on either side one, and Jesus in the 


w midst. And Pilate wrote a title also, and put it on 


the cross. And there was written, JESUS OF NAZARETH, 


2THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


This title therefore read 


many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written 


19. éyp. 8. x. ur. 6 hed. . 1 
It was not unusual to attach to 
the cross the name and offence 
of the sufferer. This St. John 
calls by the technical Roman 
term ‘“‘ titulus,” 

hv O€ yeypau.] It appears likely 
that St. John has preserved ex- 
actly one of the forms of the 
“title” (the Greek). The other 
Evangelists speak of “the in- 
scription of his accusation” (4 
értypagdi) THs aitias abrod, Mark 
xv. 26), “his accusation ” (4 airéa 
avrov, Matt. xxvii. 37), and “an 
inscription” (émypaéy, Luke 
xxiii, 38) 

The facts that Pilate himself 
drew up the inscription and 
caused it to be placed (éypawpev 

. kal €Onxev) on the cross are 
mentioned only by St. John. 
The act appears to have been an 
afterthought (éypawev dé Kal 7.) ; 
or the form of expression may 
perhaps imply that the placing 
of the Lord “in the midst” was 
due to Pilate’s direction. The 
form of the sentence, which 
throws the emphasis on “title” 
and not on “ Pilate,” is in favour 
of this view. In either case the 
Roman governor found expres- 


sion to the last for the bitterness 
which had been called out in him 
by the opposition of the Jews 
(vv. 14,15), The incidents which 
have been related before explain 
perfectly why the title was 
written, and how the heathen 
governor completed the unwill- 
ing testimony of the Jewish 
priest (xi. 49 f.), 

20. ‘EBpaic. “Pwai. ‘EXAnyv. | 
Hebraice, Groce, et Latinev. This 
detail also is peculiar to St. John, 
for the corresponding clause in 
Luke xxiii. 38 is an interpola- 
tion. Such multilingual inscrip- 
tions were not uncommon in the 
Roman provinces. The corre- 
spondence between the different 
texts (it may be added) was in all 
probability not so much verbal 
as substantial. 

The order of the languages, 
according to the true reading, 
answers to the position which 
they would naturally occupy : 
the national dialect, the official 
dialect, the common dialect. 
These three languages gathered 
up the results of the religious, 
the social, the intellectual, pre- 
paration for Christ, and in each 
Witness was given to His office. 
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21. eAcy. ov... ol apy... .] 
The place was public, and the 
inscription was so written as to 
be intelligible (perhaps) to all 
the visitors at the Feast. ‘The 
chief priests of the Jews” were 
consequently anxious to make it 
clear that they and all whom 
they represented were not com- 
promised by the condemnation 
of “the King.” Pilate’s shaft 
went home. Perhaps we may see 
in the difference of form between 
the title assigned by Pilate, ‘The 
King of the Jews” (6 Baciredbs 
r. “L.), and that suggested by 
the priests as claimed by Jesus, 
“ King of the Jews” (Gacrdreds 
7. “I.), an instinctive unwilling- 
ness on their part to connect in 
any way the Messianic dignity 
—‘‘the Kingship”—with Him 
whom they had condemned. They 
wished to make Him a mere 
ordinary usurper (comp, v. 12). 
Or it may have been that they 
would not acknowledge even by 
implication that such a title was 


possible, keeping, as pure secu- 
lavists, to their former assertion, 
‘We have no king but Cesar.” 

ot apy. Tt. “Iovd.| This unique 
title appears to be used here to 
emphasise the contrast between 
the faithless priests and the true 
King ; and also to indicate that 
this priesthood had given way to 
another. Comp, ii. 6, 13, notes, 

22. When there was no longer 
personal danger Pilate held to his 
purpose. The trait corresponds 
perfectly with his character, and 
the form of the answer is char- 
acteristically Roman, though it is — 
found also in Rabbinic writings. 

The account which Philo gives — 
of the character of Pilate (Leg. 
ad Caium, § 38), “self-willed at — 
once and implacable” (wera rod 
avOddovs apeidukros), illustrates 
St. John’s description. When 
the people besought him to re-— 
move the shields, which he had 
set up in Herod’s palace in honour 
of the emperor, he was unwilling 
alike to undo what he had done 
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ain Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. The chief 
priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, Write 
not, The King of the Jews; but, that he said, I am 


2 King of the Jews. 
written I have written. 


Pilate answered, What I have 


The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified 


Jesus, took his garments, 


and made four parts, to 


every soldier a part; and also the tunic: now the 
tunic was without seam, woven from the top through 


They said therefore one to another, Let us not 


rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, 
They parted my garments among them, 


And upon my vesture did they cast lots. 


and to gratify any popular wish. 
At the same time he was greatly 
alarmed lest the Jews should 
expose to Tiberius his various 
acts of “corruption, outrage, 
robbery, insult, contumely ; his 
indiscriminate and continuous 
murders ; his unceasing and most 
vexatious cruelty.” 


2. vv. 23—27. The bystanders. 
Departure seen from two points 
of wew: (a) The soldiers: 


unfeeling selfishness. The last 
despoiling (23, 24). (b) The 


Jriends: waiting love. The last 
bequest (25—27) 


23. Of ovv otpar. . . .] The 
soldiers therefore... as carrying 
out in the customary manner the 
sentence which they had to exe- 
cute (v. 18). St. John describes 
in minute detail what the other 
Evangelists state summarily 
(Matt. xxvii. 35; Mark xv, 24; 
Luke xxiii. 34), and explains what 
they say of “casting lots,” 


Ta twdria...7. xiTava] vesti- 
menta...tunicamv. The large, 
loose, outer dress with girdle, 
etc., and the close-fitting inner 
tunic or vest. The former could 
be conveniently divided, but not 
the latter. 

Teco. pep.| Comp. Acts xii, 4 
(quaternion of soldiers), 

dpados| inconsutilis v. Such 
was the tunic of the high-priest, 
Jos. Ant, 111, vi, 4. 

Chrysostom, who may write 
from personal knowledge, thinks 
that the detail is added to show 
“the poorness of the Lord’s 
garments, and that in dress, as 
in all other things, He followed 
a simple fashion.” 

24, cin. obv mpos dAAyA.] They 
said therefore one to another (xvi. 
17). It is easy to imagine how 
St. John (v, 26) watched earnestly 
each act, and listened as the 
soldiers talked over their work. 

va 1) ypap. wAnp....] The 
central thought in the original 
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context (Ps. xxii. 18) is that the 
enemies of the Lord’s Anointed 
treated Him as already dead, 
and so disposed of His raiment. 
Part was torn asunder, part was 
to be worn by another. St. John 
marks how this double appro- 
priation of Christ’s dress was 
brought about; and he appears 
to have had in mind the contrast 
which exists in the original be- 
tween the over-clothing (n'7)3) 
and the body-dress (w125), though 
this is obscured in the LXX. 
translation which he quotes. 
Comp. Hofmann, Weiss. u. rf. 
i. 144 ff. 

This reference to the psalm, it 
may be noticed, has been inserted 
from this place in Matt. xxvii. 35. 

25 ff. There were others at the 
Cross besides the soldiers, The 
two groups are placed in signifi- 
cant contrast (‘the soldiers on 
the one hand [oi pev ody or.]”... 
‘on the other there were stand- 
ing [iorjxecay dé]”...). At 
the very moment when His 
executioners fulfil the last part 
of their office, Christ in calm 
sovereignty works for others. 
The soldiers at their will dispose 
of His raiment, but He Himself, 
even from the Cross, determines 
the relationships of life. 

25. iornk. 5€ .| stabant 
autem v.; But there were standing. 
(See xviii, 5, note.) This group 
seems to have formed the more 


courageous part of “the many 
beholding from afar,” mentioned 
by St. Matthew (xxvii. 55f.), who 
therefore notices the three by 
name, though he does not record 
that they approached the Cross, 

The text leaves room for doubt 
as to the number of the women 
mentioned. According to one 
interpretation, the name “ Mary 
the wife of Clopas” is added 
as explanatory of the preceding 
phrase, “ His mother’s sister,” 
so that three women only are 
specified : according to another 
interpretation, two pairs of 
women are distinguished, the 
first two not named but signified 
only, ‘‘His mother and His 
mother’s sister” ; and the second 
two plainly named, “ Mary the 
wife of Clopas and Mary Magda- 
lene.” The former interpretation 
would involve the most unlikely 
supposition that two sisters bore 
the same name. ‘The parallelism 
of the second interpretation is 
like St. John’s style, and is sup- 
ported by other considerations. 
St. Mark (xv. 40) mentions 
among those present ‘‘ Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the less and of Joses, 
and Salome” (comp. Matt. xxvii. 
56). There is no doubt as to 
the identity of “ Mary the wife 
of Clopas” and “ Mary the mother 
of James the less.” It seems 
natural, therefore, to suppose that 
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2These things therefore the soldiers did. But there 
were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 


2 Mary Magdalene. 


When Jesus therefore saw his 


mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, 
he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold, thy son! 
27Then saith he to the disciple, Behold, thy mother! 


when two groups of three stand 
out clearly in the same connexion, 
in which two persons are the 
same, that the third is also the 
same; and so that ‘the sister of 
the Lord’s mother” is ‘‘ Salome,” 
“the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee.” This near connexion 
of St. John with the mother of 
the Lord helps to explain the 
incident which follows, as well 
as the general relation in which 
St. John stood to the Lord. The 
omission of the name of Salome, 
on this supposition, falls in with 
St. John’s usage as to his brother 
and to himself. It may be added 
that the Peshito (Syriac) version 
distinctly adopts this view by 
inserting and before “ Mary the 
wife of Clopas.” 

Map. 7 tod KAwra] Mary the 
wife of Clopas. This seems to 
be the true meaning of the 
elliptical phrase. ‘‘ Clopas” must 
then be regarded as identical with 
“‘ Alpheus” (Matt. x. 3). It is 
commonly supposed that both 
forms represent the Aramaic ‘dn. 
The form “Oleophas” (A.V.) 
comes from late Latin MSS. and 
has no Greek authority. 

There is no direct ground for 
identifying KAwras with KAcoras, 
mentioned in Luke xxiv. 18, and 
none therefore for supposing that 
this Mary was either his “‘mother” 
or his “‘ wife” or his “ daughter.” 


It will be noticed that Mary 
Magdalene is introduced ab- 
ruptly, as well known, without 
any explanation. 

26. “Ino. ovv ...] All who 
were present at the scene acted 
according to their true natures : 
priests (v. 21), soldiers (vv, 23, 
24), Jews (v. 31); and so Christ 
fulfilled the last office of filial 
piety. The soldiers treated Him 
as already dead (v. 24, note), and 
He still exercised His royal power 
over the souls of men. 

ov ny.| See xiii, 23, note. 
The clause is at once an explana- 
tion of what follows, and a word 
of thanksgiving; of humility, not 
of pride. 

Tvvar] Comp. ii.4,note, Special 
earthly relationships are now at 
an end. For Christ the title 
of parentage (“Mother”) is ex- 
changed for the common title 
of respect, If, as appears most 
likely, the “brethren” of Christ 
were sons of Joseph by a former 
marriage, and St, John was the 
son of the sister of the Lord’s 
mother, the difficulty which has 
been felt as to the charge which 
he received in preference to the 
brethren, who appear among the 
first believers (Acts i. 14), wholly 
disappears. St, John was nearest 
to the Virgin by ties of blood. 
Comp. v. 25, note. 

27. "Ide 7 pyt. o.| Here no 
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title of address is used. To St. 
John the Lord stood in the same 
relation as before. The absence 
of a vocative in this clause 
(Heb. ii. 11) fixes attention on 
the meaning of that which was 
used before. 

The four exclamations in this 
chapter, the two of Pilate, *Idod 
5 dvOpwros (v. 5), "8 6 Baotreds 
tyov (v. 14), and these two of 
the Lord, "Ide 6 vids cov, “Ide 4 
pytnp cov form a remarkable 
picture of what Christ is and 
what He reveals men to be. The 
word ‘ Behold” is in each case 
an interjection. 

ar éx. Tt. op.| The words are 
to be understood literally, but it 
does not follow that St. John’s 
“home” was at Jerusalem. He 
at once accepted and fulfilled the 
duties of his new sonship. The 
crisis of Christ’s Passion (‘ His 
hour,” comp. xiii. 1) closed finally 
His individual relation, as man, 
to His earthly mother. The 
simple connexion of the word and 
the deed (kai, not ovv) is full of 
meaning. The act was not so 
much a consequence drawn from 
that which the Lord had said as 
something felt to be included in 
it. Perhaps St. John conveyed 
the mother of the Lord at once 
to his own lodging, and himself 
returned. 

els ra i8.] in sua v. Comp. 
xvi. 32, note, St. John probably 
had some substance, Mark i. 20. 

Nothing is known with reason- 


able certainty of the later life 
of the mother of the Lord. 
Epiphanius was evidently un- 
acquainted with any accepted 
tradition upon the subject (Her. 
Lxxviu. 11). He leaves it in 
doubt whether she accompanied 
St. John to Asia Minor or not. 
But in the course of time sur- 
mises were converted into facts ; 
and Nicephorus Callisti (fe. 1350, 
Hist. Eccles, 11. 3) relates that 
she lived with St. John at 
Jerusalem for eleven years after 
the death of the Lord, and died 
there in her 59th year. The 
site of the ‘‘ Tomb of the Virgin,” 
just to the north of the garden 
of Gethsemane, is not mentioned 
by any traveller of the first six 
centuries, and the later tradition 
that the church there was built 
by Helena is certainly false. See 
Quaresmius, 11, 240 ff. ; Williams, 
Holy Oity, 1. 434 ff. From a 
passage in a Synodical Letter of 
the Council of Ephesus (4.D. 431, 
Cone, u1, 573, Labbe) it appears 
that, according to another tra- 
dition, the mother of the Lord 


accompanied St. John to Ephesus ~ 


and was buried there. 


3. vv. 28—30. The work accom- 
plished : the willing death 


28. Mera rovro | The phrase is ~ 


not indefinite, as ‘after these 
things,” see ch. v. 1. The ministry 


of Christ to others was ended. — 


Then notice is taken of His own 


suffering. But all thought is | 
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saith, I thirst. 
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_ And from that hour the disciple took her unto his 


After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now 
finished, that the scripture might be accomplished, 


concentrated upon the Lord Him- 
self, upon His words and His 
actions ; and it may be for this 
reason that St, John omits all 
mention of the three hours’ dark- 
ness (Matt, xxvii. 45; Mark xy. 
33). 

eidvs| Comp. xiii. 1. 

non ...TereXr.| are now finished. 
The A.V. loses the striking 
parallel between this clause “are 
now finished” (73n reréXecrar) 
and what follows, ‘It is finished” 
(reréAcorau). 

iva Teheww, ) ypad.| This clause 
can be connected either with the 
words which precede (reréAcorau 
iva...) or with the words which 
follow (... wareXr. ) ypadi A€yet 
why The stress which the 
Evangelist lays upon the fulfil- 
ment of prophetic words in each 
detail of Christ’s sufferings ap- 
pears to show that the latter 
interpretation is correct. The 
“thirst,” the keen expression of 
bodily exhaustion, was specified 
as part of the agony of the 
Servant of God (Ps. lxix. 21), 
and this Messiah endured to the 
uttermost. The incident loses 
its full significance unless it be 
regarded as one element in the 
foreshadowed course of the Pas- 
sion. Nor is there any difficulty 
in the phrase “ are now finished ” 
as preceding it. The “thirst” 
was already felt, and the feeling 
included the confession of it. The 
fulfilment of the Scripture (it 
need scarcely be added) was not 


There was set there a vessel full of 


the object which the Lord had 
in view in uttering the word, 
but there was a necessary corre- 
spondence between His acts and 
the divine foreshadowing of them. 

tedew.| consummaretur v.; be 
accomplished, perfected. The word 
tehew6y, for which some copies 
substitute the usual word zAn- 
pw)y, is very remarkable. It 
appears to mark not the isolated 
fulfilling of a particular trait in 
the scriptural picture, but the 
perfect completion of the whole 
propheticimage. This utterance 
of physical suffering was the 
last thing required that Messiah 
might be ‘made perfect” (Heb. 
ii. 10, v. 7 ff.), and so the ideal 
of prophecy ‘‘made perfect” in 
Him. Or, to express the same 
thought otherwise, that ‘“ work” 
which Christ came to “make 
perfect” (ch. iv. 34, xvii. 4) was 
written in Scripture, and by the 
realisation of the work the 
Scripture was “ perfected.” Thus 
under different aspects of this 
word and of that which it implies, 
prophecy, and the earthly work 
of Christ, and Christ Himself, 
were ‘made perfect.” 

29. The act on this occasion 
(contrast Luke xxiii. 36) appears 
to have been a natural act of 
compassion, and not at all of 
mockery. The emphasis is laid 
upon the physical suffering of 
the Lord, and not upon the 
manner in which it was met. 

oxev, éxerr, 6&. weot.] It seems 
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to be certain from Luke xxiii, 36 
that the df0s was thin sour wine, 
the ordinary drink of the soldiers. 
This may have been brought by 
them for their own use during 
the long watch. The mention of 
the “vessel set” is peculiar to 
St. John. 

oToy. ov... mpoojveykay . . .| 
St. John’s narrative leaves the 
persons undetermined. “They” 
may refer to the soldiers whose 
action has been described above, 
or “the Jews,” who are in his 
mind the real agents throughout 
(v. 16). The account in St. 
Matthew (xxvii. 48) and St. Mark 
(xv. 36), with equal vagueness, 
refers the action to ‘‘ one of them 
that stood by,” but since St. Luke 
(xxill, 36) speaks of “the soldiers” 
as having offered ‘ vinegar” to 
the Lord at an earlier stage of 
His Passion, there can be little 
doubt that one of these, touched 
with awe by what had intervened, 
now brought in compassion the 
draught which had been offered 
in mockery before. 

toowr.| In St. Matthew and 
St. Mark “a reed” is mentioned, 
which is probably to be distin- 
guished from the hyssop ; though 
the “‘hyssop” has been frequently 
identified with the caper-plant, 
which has stems three or four 
feet long. Comp. Matt. xxvii. 
48, and the Dictionary of the 
Bible, 8.v. 

30. é\aB.] The Lord, it will 
be noticed, asked for and received 


OTe ovV 
TeréX\eotat, Kat 
Oi ovpv 

2 Omit 6 B. 


this slight refreshment, which 
restored natural forces, while He 
refused the stupefying potion 
which was before offered to Him. 
See Matt. xxvii. 34. He gave 
up life while in full possession of 
the powers of life. 

TeréXcoror| consummatum est 
v. Comp. v. 28. The earthly 
life had been carried to its issue. 
Every essential point in the 
prophetic portraiture of Messiah 
had been realised (Acts xiii. 29). 
The last suffering for sin had 
been endured. The “end” of 
all had been gained. Nothing 
was left undone or unborne. The 
absence of a definite subject forces 
the reader to call up each work 
which was now brought to an 
end, Comp. Luke xvii, 31, xxii. 
37, and the phrase of St. Paul, 
2 Tim. iv. 7. See Matt. xxvii. 
50. 

maped. T. Tv.| tradidit spiritum 
v. The death itself is described 
as a voluntary act (Tertull. Apol. 
ch. 21, p. 58, “ Suffixus spiritum 
cum verbo sponte dimisit pree- 
vento carnificis officio”), Among 
later writers who dwell on this 
idea, Augustine (im loc.) may be 
specially quoted: ‘“ Quis ita dor- 
mit quando voluerit, sicut Jesus 
mortuus est quando voluit? Quis 
ita vestem ponit quando voluerit, — 
sicut se carne exuit quando 
vult? Quis ita cum voluerit abit, 
quomodo ille cum voluit obiit? 
Quanta speranda vel timenda 
potestas est judicantis, si apparuit 
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vinegar: having therefore placed a sponge full of the 


0 vinegar upon hyssop, they put it to his mouth. When 


Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It 
is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up 


his spirit. 


tanta morientis?” In this sense 


the words stand in close relation . 


with the phrase of St. Paul, 
trapéowxev éavtov (Eph. v. 2, 25; 
Gal. ii. 20). Comp, 1 Peter ii. 
23, and, under another aspect, 
Acts vil, 59. St. Luke (xxiii. 46) 
gives the words which the Lord 
used (raparifeuo1, Ps. xxxi. 5), 
Such a willing surrender of life 
was an exact fulfilment of what 
the Lord had said of Himself, 
ch, x.17f. Under these cireum- 
stances it may not be fitting to 
speculate on the physical cause 
of the Lord’s death, but it has 
been argued that the symptoms 
agree with a rupture of the 
heart, such as might be produced 
by intense mental agony (Stroud, 
The physical cause of the Death 
of Christ, 1847, 1871; see note 
on v. 34), In connexion with 
St. John’s language here it may 
be noticed that in the Apocalypse 
he seems to avoid the word 
“died” in speaking of the Lord: 
i, 18, ii. 8 (yevéoOar vexpds) ; yet 
see c, xii, 33, xi, 51, The phrases 
in the parallel accounts are 
different, Matt. xxvii. 50 (adjev 
TO mvedpa); and Mark xv. 37; 
Luke xxiii. 46 (eérvevoe), 

The ‘‘seven words from the 
Cross,” which are preserved some 


_ by one Evangelist and some by 


another, form a whole which 


requires to be studied by itself. 


One is given by St. Matthew 


: and St. Mark only. Three are 
_ peculiar to St. Luke, and three 


The Jews therefore, because it was the 


to St. John. The following list 
presents the order in which they 
appear to have been uttered. 


(a) Before the darkness, 

1, Ildrep, addes adrois, od yap 
oldacw ti rovodow (Luke xxiii. 34). 

2. “Apnv cou A€yw, o7jpepov per 
e“ovd on év TH Tapadeiow (Luke 
xxiii, 43), 

3. Tuva, ide 6 vids cov... 
"Ide 4 paytnp cov (John xix. 26 Wet 
(8) During the darkness: to- 

wards the close. 

4, "EAwl’EXwil Aepa. caBayOavel ; 
(Matt. xxvii. 46; Mark xv. 34), 
(y) At the close of the darkness, 

5, Aupa (John xix. 28), 

6. TeréXeorar (John xix, 30). 

7. Idrep, eis yeipds cov mapa- 
Tiepat 7 Tvedpua pou (Luke xxiii. 
46). 

The last word of the Lord 
which St. John records is a voice 
of triumph. Comp. xvi. 33. 


4, vv, 31—42. The two requests : 
shame turned to honour 


(a) The request of the Jews. 
The sign of life in the crucified 
Lord (vv, 31—37) 


31—37. The main thought of 
this section is that of the Life 
of the Lord in Death. The sign 
of life is called out by wanton 
insult: the unconscious agency 
of enemies effects the fulfilment 
of the divine purpose. 

The incidents are peculiar to 
St. John. Yet see the early 
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addition to St. Matt. xxvii. 49, 
‘‘ But another took a spear and 
pierced His side, and there came 
out water and blood.” 

31. Oi ody “Iovd. . . .| The 
connexion is not with that which 
immediately precedes, for the 
Jews did not yet know of Christ’s 
death. But the narrative goes 
back to follow out the conduct 
of the chief actors in the tragedy 
(wv. 7, 20); they had wrought 
their will, and now they were 
eager to satisfy the letter of the 
Law: Deut. xxi. 22f. Jos, B. J. 
Iv. v. 2, Comp. xviii. 28. 

Under any circumstances the 
dead bodies ought to have been 
removed before night; but this 
obligation became more urgent 
on the day of the Crucifixion, 
since that day preceded a great 
Festival, “the first day of un- 
leavened bread” (Exod, xii. 16 ; 
Lev. xxiii. 7), which, according 
to the common view, coincided 
on this occasion with the weekly 
Sabbath, so that the day was “a 
great day” in itself, and by the 
concurrence of two “ Sabbaths.” 

npwr.| asked, as for that which 
they might reasonably expect to 
be granted, 


2 Hin adrév BL; abrév Hin NACD)XYT. 


iva kareay. adr. T. oxeX.] This 
terrible punishment (cKeAoxozia, 
crurifragium) was inflicted (like 
crucifixion) upon slaves (Sen. De 
Ira, 111. 32) and others who had 
incurred the anger of irrespon- 
sible masters (Suet. Aug. 67; 
Tib. 44; Sen. De Ira, 11. 18; 
comp. Euseb. H. #. v. 21). It 
was no part of the punishment 
of crucifixion itself, but was in- 
flicted in this case, and perhaps 
generally in Jewish crucifixions 
(Lact. Iv. 26), in order to hasten 
death. Compare Lipsius, De Cruce, 
u. 14. The punishment was 
abolished, together with cruci- 
fixion, by the first Christian 
emperor Constantine (Lipsius, 
1. 14), 

32. 7A. ovv of orpar.| The 
soldiers therefore,—to whom the 
carrying out of the execution had 
been committed—came from their 
place of guard to fulfil these new 
instructions. 

Ts pln WPWT, «5 KT GAN, ae 
prim quidem... et alterius v.; — 
starting perhaps from the two 
sides at which they had been 
stationed. 

34. The wantonness of the 
soldiers’ violence was in part 
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| checked (03 xaréagav airod ro 
| oKédn), but one of them, in order, 
no doubt, to learn the certainty 
|) of the Lord’s death, pierced His 
_ side. The word avéev is used 
_ both of a light touch (Ecclus. 
xxii. 19) and of a deep gash 
_ (Jos. B. J. 11. vii. 35), Here 
_ there is no doubt that the latter 
| is described, both from the weapon 
| used (Adyxy, Vulg. lancea, the 
| long lance of a horseman) and 
_ from the object of the blow. The 
_ word is quite distinct from that 
_ used in wv. 37 (éexévrycar, pierced 
_ through, or deeply: 1 Chron. x. 
| 4). The reading of the Latin 
_ Vulgate, aperwit, comes from a 
_ false reading of the Greek (jvoiéev 
for évvgev), 
) ai, x. 60.) blood and water. 
_ It has been argued (with the 
greatest plausibility and author- 
ity by Dr, Stroud, The physical 
cause of the Death of Christ, ed. 2, 
_ 1871) that this is a natural 
_ phenomenon. ‘The immediate 
cause of death was (it is said) 
a rupture of the heart, which 
_was followed by a large effusion 
of blood into the pericardium. 
This blood, it is supposed, rapidly 
separated into its more solid and 
liquid parts (crassamentum and 
serum), which flowed forth in a 
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Preparation, that the bodies should not remain on 
the cross upon the sabbath (for the day of that 
sabbath was a high day), 
_ legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 
"maway. The soldiers therefore came, and brake the 
| legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified 
“swith him: but when they came to Jesus, and saw 
that he was dead already, they brake not his legs : 
u howbeit one of the soldiers with a Spear pierced his 


asked of Pilate that their 


mingled stream, when the peri- 
cardium was pierced by the spear 
from below. But it appears 
that both this and the other 
naturalistic explanations of the 
sign are not only inadequate but 
also inconsistent with the real 
facts. There is not sutticient 
evidence to show that such a 
flow of blood and water as is 
described would occur under the 
circumstances supposed, and the 
separation of the blood into its 
constituent parts is a process of 
corruption, and we cannot but be- 
lieve that even from the moment 
of death the Body of the Lord 
underwent the beginnings of that 
change which issued in the Re- 
surrection, The issuing of the 
blood and water from His side 
must therefore be regarded as a 
sign of life in death. It showed 
both His true humanity and 
(in some mysterious sense) the 
permanence of His human life, 
Though dead, dead in regard to 
our mortal life, the Lord yet 
lived; and as He hung upon the 
cross He was shown openly to 
be the source of a double cleans- 
ing and vivifying power, which 
followed from His death and life. 

The Sign by which this reve- 
lation was made becomes intelli- 
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gible from the use of the terms 
“blood” and “ water” elsewhere 
in the writings of St. John. (1.) 
“* Blood” is the symbol of the 
natural life (comp. i. 13); and 
so especially of life as sacrificed ; 
and Christ by dying provided for 
the communication of the virtue 
of His human life: vi. 53—56, 
xii. 24 ff. Comp. Rev. i. 5, v. 9, 
vii, 14, (2.) “ Water” is the 
symbol of the spiritual life (see 
iv. 14, iii. 5, and vii. 38; [Zech. 
xiv. 8]); and Christ by dying 
provided for the outpouring of 
the Spirit: xvi. 7. Comp. Rev. 
mx 6, exh, Gly vie a 
The cleansing from sin and the 
quickening by the Spirit are both 
consequent on Christ’s death. 

Thus we are brought by this 
sign of ‘blood and water” to 
the ideas which underlie the 
two Sacraments and which are 
brought home to faith in and 
through them ; and the teaching 
of the third and sixth chapters 
is placed at once in connexion 
with the Passion, It is through 
the death of Christ, and His new 
Life by Death, that the life of 
the Spirit and the support of the 
whole complex fulness of human 
life is assured to men. The 
symbols of the Old Covenant 
(Heb. ix. 19) found their fulfil- 
ment in the New. 


Comp. 1 John y. 6ff. Light- 
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foot quotes a remarkable tra- 
dition from Shemoth R. 122a, 
based on the interpretation of 
Ps, Ixxviii. 20 (0% jan), that 
‘“‘ Moses struck the rock twice, 
and first it gushed out blood and 
then water.” 

For a summary of the patristic 
interpretations of the passage see 
Additional Note. 

30. 6 éwp. menapT. 
Introduction. 

GAnOwi) abt. éor. 7) papt.| his 
witness is true, 7.é., it answers to 
the full conception of adequate 
testimony. Comp. vil. 16, 14 
and notes. 

x. tp.| ye also, even as the 
apostle himself, who had had 
the privilege of witnessing these 
signs of the truth of the Gospel. 


...]- See 


mot.| On this absolute use — 


of the word see i. 7. 

36. éyer. y. tavt....] The 
stress is laid upon the corre- 
spondence of the two facts with 
the details of type and prophecy. 


It was wonderful, as the events — 


fell out, that the legs of Christ 
were not broken; it was further — 
wonderful, when He had escaped — 
this indignity, that His side was 
pierced. The first fact pointed — 
the student of Scripture to the— 
fulfilment in Jesus of the sym-— 
bolism of the Law: the second 
to the fulfilment in Him of the - 
promises as to the representative 
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side, and straightway there came out blood and water. 


«And he that hath seen hath borne witness, and his 


witness is true: and he knoweth that he saith things 


_ssthat are true, that ye also may believe. For these 


things came to pass, that the scripture might be 


srfulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken: 


And 


again another scripture saith, They shall look on him 


whom they pierced. 


of Jehovah. For the two passages 
quoted are not to be regarded 
only as isolated quotations, but 
also as indicating the two great 
lines of preparatory teaching to 
which they severally belong. 

H ypah.| the scripture, i.e., the 
passage of scripture. See ii. 22, 
note, 

doTow ov .. .| 08 non com- 
minuetis ec eov. Exod. xii. 46; 
(Num. ix. 12), Comp. 1 Cor. v. 7. 
The ordinance extended to the 
burnt-offerings (Lev. i. 6, into his 
pieces). That which was offered 
to God might not be arbitrarily 
mutilated. It was fitting that 
it should be brought to Him in 
itsfull strength. And conversely 
God preserves ‘“ the righteous ” 
(Acts iii, 14, etc.), so that “ not 
one of his bones is broken” 
(Ps. xxxiv. 20), even in his 


uttermost distress. The spiritual 


correspondence of the fact with 
the phrase in the Psalm should 
not be overlooked. 

87. "Owovra . . .| Zech. xii, 
10. Comp. Introduction. ‘The 
Jews” are the subject of the 
whole sentence, The Crucifixion 


was their act (v. 16); and in 
_ unbelief and in belief they re- 


present the world. It is import- 


_ ant to notice that the prophetic 





vision is referred to Christ under 
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a twofold aspect. As presented 
by the prophet himself, it is the 
vision of a Saviour late recognised 
by a penitent people (compare 
ch. xii. 32). As applied in the 
Apocalypse, it is primarily the 
vision of one slain returning to 
Judgement (Rev.i. 7). Perhaps 
these two aspects of Christ’s 
death are reconciled in that final 
Truth which lies at present be- 
yond our sight. 

eEexevt. | transfixerunt v. ; v. 34, 
note. 


(b) Zhe request of Joseph of 
Arimathea. The quickening of 
love in disciples (vv. 388 —42) 


388—42. Just as the last section 
deals with the unconscious min- 
istry of enemies, this deals with 
the devoted ministry of friends, 
The Death of the Lord evoked 


in disciples that courage which 


had been latent during His life- 
time (Kkexpuppevos, v. 38, vuKrds 
TO mparov, v. 39). From this 
point of sight it is natural that 
the ministry of the women should 
be passed over (Matt, xxvii, 61; 
Mark xv. 47; Luke xxiii. 55f.): 
their continued service revealed 
no sudden growth of love or self- 
sacrifice, 

All the Evangelists record the 
request of Joseph, St. John 
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alone notices the offering and 
the presence of Nicodemus (wv. 


39 f.). 
38. Mer... .tavr.] after these 
things. The phrase marks an in- 


definite, general sequence and not 
adirect sequence (peraTotTo, v. 28), 
Comp. vi. 1, note. The form 
of expression is of importance 
here because it shows that the 
Evangelist does not (as has been 
supposed) place the request of 
Joseph after the incident related 
in vv. 32 ff., but simply after the 
issue of the crucifixion: comp. 
Mark xv. 44f. 

npwt.| v. 31, note, 

"Iwo. dard “Apip.] Matt. xxvii. 
57 ff. (wAovows); Mark xv. 43f. 
(edoxjpwov Bovrevrys, 2.¢., a mem- 
ber of the Sanhedrin); Luke 
xxiii, 5Of. (BovAeurys . . . dvip 
ayabos Kat dixatos). 

dua 7. po. 7. “Tovd.] xii. 42, 
vii. 13. St. Mark adds most 
significantly, with a clear refer- 
ence to this fact: “Iwmd... 
Tolpynoas eiondOev mrpds Tov TedG- 
rov .. . having ventured on an 
act foreign to his natural temper 
(Mark xv. 43). 

apy| The permission given to 


3 tov "Inootv N(D)LA, 
4 Quyua N*B; purypua all others, 


Joseph is in complete harmony 
with the instructions given to 
the soldiers (v. 31f., ba .. 
ép$acw). Joseph would be able 
to prefer his request after the 
death of the Lord (Mark xv, 44), 
and before the bodies were re- 
moved in the ordinary course, 
Thus he “took down” the Lord’s 
Body (Mark xv. 46; Luke xxiii. 
53), either assisting in or direct- 
ing the act. 

eretpevev| permisit v. This 
was in accordance with Roman 
law except in extreme cases, See 
the passage quoted by Wetstein 
on Matt. xxvii. 58. An avari- 
cious governor was able to sell 
the privilege of burial (Cic. Verr. 
v. 45), yet Pilate did not do 
this (Mark xv. 45, édwpycaro) : 
contrast Matt. xxviii. 14. Com- 
pare also the burial of the bodies 
of John the Baptist (Matt. xiv. 
12) and St. Stephen (Acts viii. 2) 
by their friends. 

89. 7r0. 5. x. Nux. . . .] The 
order of the words, corresponding 
with that in the former clause, 
seems to suggest the thought 
that the act of Joseph gave 
Nicodemus courage to join him, ~ 
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ss And after these things Joseph of Arimathea, being » 

a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, 

asked of Pilate that he might take away the body 
_ of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came 
30 therefore, and took away his body. And there came 
also Nicodemus, he who at the first came to him by 
night, bringing a roll of myrrh and aloes, about 


i oa hundred pound weight, 


They took therefore the 


body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the 


6 eM... .| iii. 1 ff, vii, 50. 
The addition of the word vuxrés 
here (not in vii. 50 according to 
the true reading) is designed 
apparently to contrast this open 
act of reverence to Christ, done 
before the day had closed, with 
the secrecy of his first visit, The 
use of the phrase 76 xparov pro- 
bably implies at the same time 
that Nicodemus had come to 
Christ on other occasions : though 
it may indicate only the be- 
ginning of the Lord’s ministry 
(comp. ch. x. 40), 

pep. Ary. . . .] gerens mixturam 
(piypa)...v.; bringing a roll 
of myrrh and aloes. Comp. Ps. 
xlv. 8, “All thy garments are 
myrrh and aloes...” ‘The 
compound was made of the gum 
_ of the myrrh tree (comp. Matt. 
ii, 11; Dict. of Bible, sv.) and a 
_ powder of the fragrant aloe wood. 

The amount of the prepara- 
_ tion (“about a hundred pound 
_ weight,” that is, a hundred 
_ Roman pounds of nearly twelve 
_ ounces) has caused some needless 
_ difficulty. The intention of Nico- 
_demus was, without doubt, to 
cover the Body completely with 
_ the mass of aromatics (comp. 
2 Chron, xvi. 14): for this 
purpose the quantity was not 








excessive as a costly gift of 
devotion. 

40. eda. ody . . .| They took 
therefore . , . as uniting in the 
pious service, 

edn. abr. d6ov.] ligaverunt eum 
linteis v. ; bound it in linen cloths. 
The word 6@éva is found also in 
Luke xxiv. 12, a verse which 
appears to have been a very early 
addition to St. Luke’s Gospel. 
The diminutive form which is 
used in Greek medical writings 
for bandages, seems to distinguish 
these “swathes” in which the 
Body was bound from “the linen 
cloth ” (cwdév) mentioned by the 
other Evangelists, in which it 
was “wrapped” (évervAigey as 
contrasted with éycar). 

kal. €. éor. 7. “Iovd.] as con- 
trasted with that (eg.) of the 
ligyptians, who removed parts 
of the body before embalming 
(Herod. 11. 86ff.), The phrase 
may, however, only mark the 
Jewish custom of embalming as 
contrasted with burning: comp. 
Tac. Hist. v. 3. 

evrad. | sepelire v.; to prepare for 
burial. Comp. ch. xii. 7; Matt, 
xxvi. 12; Mark xiv. 8. The word 
evradidev is used in the LX.X. for 
the ‘‘embalming” of Jacob (Gen. 
1, 2f.). The process indicated is 
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the simple wrapping of the dead 
body in swathes of linen cloth 
covered with thick layers of the 
aromatic preparation. 

41, xios| Comp. xviii. 1. The 
scene of the betrayal and the 
scene of the triumphant rest 
answer one to the other. The 
detail is peculiar to St. John. 

Josephus relates of Uzziah 
(Ant. 1X. x. 4, xyrous), and of 
Manasseh (Ané, xX. ill. 2, mapa- 
decors), that they were buried in 
their “ gardens.” 

pvy. Kauv.| monumentum novum 
v. St. Matthew adds that it 
belonged to Joseph (xxvii. 60), 


and all the Synoptists notice that 


it was cut in the rock. The fact 
that “no one had ever yet been 
laid in it” (comp. Luke xxiii. 53) 
is emphasised (as it appears) to 
show that the Lord was not 


brought into contact with cor-— 


ruption. 


42. &x. obv dua THY Tap....] The 
embalmment could not (accord- 
ing to their views) be deferred, 
and for this ample provision was 
made. But it is implied that 
the sepulchre in which the Lord 
was laid was not chosen as His 
final resting-place. 

T. mwapack. tT. Iovd.] Comp. ii. 
13, xi. 55, 1d mdoxa tr. “Iovd. ; 
xix. 21, of dpyvepets r. “Iovd. This 
use of the term zapacxevy is 
unfavourable to the view that it 
is used simply for the day of 
the week (Friday), 

€Oyxav| From another point 
of view it is said most naturally 
(Acts xiii, 29) of “the Jews 
and their rulers” generally, that 
‘they placed” Christ in the 
tomb. It was the act of both, 
on the one side from the aspect 
of devotion and on the other 
from the aspect of hatred. 

t. Ino.] Comp. xi. 11, note. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES ON CHAP, XIX 


Note on St. Joun’s RECKONING 
or Hours 


St. John mentions a definite 
hour of the day on four occa- 
sions : 

(1) i. 39, about the tenth hour. 

2) iv. 6, about the sixth hour. 
3) iv. 52, at the seventh hour. 
(4) xix. 14, about the siath hour. 


He also records this saying of 
the Lord, ‘‘ Are there not twelve 
hours in the day ?” (xi. 9). 

The question therefore arises 
whether the incidents of which 


the time is given furnish any ~ 
clue to the mode of reckoning: — 
whether, that is, the hours were — 
reckoned from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
and from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m, accord- 
ing to the common ancient mode 
followed by the Jews, or from — 
midnight to noon, and from noon ~ 
to midnight, according to the — 
modern Western mode, i 
The different passages will first — 
be examined separately, in order — 
that it may be seen how far the © 
context helps to determine the — 
answer. 








> « burial}, 
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Spices, as the custom of the Jews is to prepare for 


Now in the place where he was crucified 


there was a garden; and in the garden a new tomb 


hand) they laid Jesus. 


_ 4 wherein was never man yet laid. There then because 


of the Jews’ Preparation (for the tomb was nigh at 


1 or bury. 


(1) i. 39. After the mention 
of the hour, it is said that the 
disciples abode with Jesus “that 
day” (rv ipépav exetvyv). It 
appears likely also that Jesus 
left the Baptist early in the day 
(i. 35ff.). It is then scarcely 
conceivable that it was 4 p.m. 
(4 a.m. is out of the question) 
before He reached the place 
“where He abode”; and even 
less conceivable that the short 
space of the day then remaining 
should be called “that day,” 
which, in fact, appears to have 
been full of incident. On the 
other hand, 10 a.m. suits both 
conditions. It is an hour by 
which a wayfarer would seek to 
have ended his journey; and it 
would leave practically “a day” 
for intercourse. 

(2) iv. 6. In this case the 
hour marks a pause on a journey : 
the visit of the disciples to a 
town to purchase provisions; a 
coming of a woman to the well 
to draw water. It can scarcely 
be questioned that these three 
things fall in better with 6 p.m. 
than with noon, It is most 
unlikely that a woman would 
come from a distance at midday 


to the well, and on the other 


hand, evening was the usual 
time: Gen, xxiv. 11. It is more 


_ natural that the purchases would 





_ be made when the day’s travel 


was over. Sychar, too, was at 
about the usual distance of a 
day’s journey from within the 
borders of Judea, and arrange- 
ments would probably be made 
to spend the night outside the 
city, which was afterwards en- 
tered by special invitation (iv. 
30, 40). If the incident fell in 
summer (v. 1, Additional Note) 
there would be ample time for 
the conversation and the return 
to the city. 

(3) iv. 52. The uncertainty 
of the site of Cana causes a little 
difficulty in determining the time 
required for the journey from 
Capernaum to Cana. This may, 
however, be fairly reckoned at 
about four or five hours. (Comp. 
Jos. Vit. c. 17: a night journey 
from Cana to Tiberias.) It is 
then possible that the father may 
have planned that his journey 
to and from Cana should be 
included in one natural day, and 
that he did not meet his servants 
till after 6 pm. when they 
would perhaps speak of 1 p.m. 
as “yesterday, about the seventh 
hour” (comp. Luke xxiii, 54); 
though such a usage of “ yester- 
day” appears to be distinctly at 
variance with St. John’s own 
usage of “day”: xx. 19 (comp. 
Luke xxiv. 29, 33), Still it is 
more likely that the words of 
Jesus were spoken to the noble- 
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man at Cana in the evening at 
seven o'clock, when it was already 
too late for him to return home 
that night, and that he returned 
to Capernaum on the next morn- 
ing, when his servants met him 
on the way. Im this case, of 
course, the sense, and not the 
phrase of the servants, is given. 

(4) xix. 14. In this place it 
is admitted that the date of noon 
cannot be brought into harmony 
with the dates of St. Mark (xv. 
25). But if we suppose that the 
time approximately described was 
about 6.30 a.m. it is not difficult 
to fit in all the events of the 
trial: see p. 335. 

So far then the examination 
of the passages themselves is 
decidedly favourable to the sup- 
position that the modern Western 
reckoning of the hours is fol- 
lowed by St. John. The mention 
of “twelve hours in the day” 
has no bearing on the decision 
one way or other; for we com- 
monly use the same_ phrase 
though we reckon from midnight 
to noon. 

It must, however, be admitted 
that this mode of reckoning 
hours was unusual in ancient 
times. The Romans (Mart. rv. 8) 
and Greeks, no less than the 
Jews, reckoned their hours from 
sunrise. But the Romans reck- 
oned their civil days from mid- 
night (Aul. Gell, m1, 2; comp. 
Matt. xxvii. 19, ‘this day,”) and 
not from sunrise, or from sunset 
(as the Jews). And there are 
also traces of reckoning the hours 
from midnight in Asia Minor. 
Polycarp is said (Mart. Pol. c. 21) 
to have been martyred at Smyrna 
“at the eighth hour.” This, 
from the circumstances, must 
have been 8 a.m. Pionius again 
is said to have been martyred 
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(at Smyrna also) at ‘‘the tenth 
hour,” which can hardly have 
been 4 p.m., since such exhibi- 
tions usually took place before 
noon. These two passages fur- 
nish a sufficient presumption 
that St. John, in using what 
is the modern reckoning, fol- 
lowed a practice of the province 
in which he was living and for 
which he was writing. 

The subject has been discussed 
at length by Dr. Townson, Dis- 
courses, pp. 215—250; and again, 
quite lately, with great exact- 
ness, by Mr, McClellan, Mew 
Testament, 1. pp. 737 ff. 


Norte on “Tue Acts oF PILATE” 


The part which Pilate occupies 
in the history of the Passion at- 
tracted the attention of Christian 
writers at an early time. He 
came to be regarded by many as 
the representative of the better 
instincts of heathendom over- 
powered by the relentless malice 
of the Jews. A large and popu- 
lar literature grew up, consisting 
of “ Acts,” “ Letters,” and legends 
of the death of Pilate, Of these 
writings, the “Acts,” which form 
the first part of what is known 
as ‘the Gospel of Nicodemus,” 
are the most important and the 
most ancient. The ‘‘ Acts” were 
in circulation in the middle of 
the second century; and the 
texts still preserved have, as it 
appears beyond all doubt, been 
formed, by successive revisions 


and interpolations, from that _ 


original. In its present shape 
the narrative may probably be 


referred to a Greek text of the — 
Much of it is — 
unquestionably earlier. But even — 
when regarded only as a late © 


fourth century. 


and apocryphal commentary on 
the records of the Gospels, it has 
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great interest. The narrative is 
found in Greek and Latin copies; 
and a Coptic fragment also re- 
mains as old as the fifth century. 
All the MSS. give substantially 
the same outline, though the 
variations in detail and language 
are very considerable, 

The narrative opens with the 
formal complaint of a body of 
Jews, headed by “Annas and 
Caiaphas,” and including “Ga- 
maliel” and ‘“ Alexander” (Acts 
iv. 6), addressed to Pilate. They 
accuse Jesus of saying that He 
is “Son of God and King,” of 
wishing to abrogate the law, and 
of violating the sabbath by cures, 
wrought by evil arts (yéns éor/), 
and pray that He may be brought 
before him. Pilate orders an 
officer to summon Him. The 
officer, who had been present at 
the triumphal entry, spreads a 
robe before Him to walk on; 
and when Jesus enters the court, 
the standards bend before Him 
in the hands of their bearers. 
The same act of adoration is 
afterwards repeated when the 
Jews depute twelve of the 
strongest of their number to 
hold the standards. Pilate, in 
amazement, is about to rise, 
when the message of his wife 
(a proselyte, Procula) is brought 
to him. “See,” said the Jews, 
“Hoe is, as we told you, an 
enchanter,” On this, Pilate asks 
Jesus, “ What do these witness 
against Thee? Sayest Thou 
nothing?” Jesus answered, “If 
they had not had _ authority 
(efovcia), they would have spoken 
nothing: each one has authority 
over his own mouth to speak 
good and bad: they themselves 
shall see to it.” ‘What shall 
we see?” is the rejoinder, “ We 
have seen that Thou wast born 
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of fornication: that Thy Birth 
brought the slaughter of the 
infants at Bethlehem: that Thy 
father and Thy mother fled in 
fear to Egypt.” On this, certain 
of the Jews attest that the 
mother of the Lord was duly 
wedded to Joseph. Then follows 
St. John xviii. 29—37, tran- 
scribed almost verbally: but 
Pilate’s last question is not left 
unanswered: ‘ Truth,” Jesus 
saith to him, “is from heaven.” 
Pilate saith : “Is there not truth 
onearth?” Jesus saith to Pilate: 
‘“Seest thou? How are they that 
speak the truth judged by those 
that have the authority upon 
earth?” The Jews then press 
the charge of blasphemy. “What 
shall I do to thee?” Pilate asks 
of Jesus. “As it was given 
thee,” is the answer. “ How 
given?” Jesus saith to him: 
“Moses and the prophets pro- 
phesied of my Death and Resur- 
rection.” On this, when Pilate 
charges the Jews to inflict the 
punishment which is due, they 
answer, ‘We wish Him to be 
crucified.” This demand leads 
to the most remarkable addition 
to the Gospel narrative. <A 
number of the disciples, Nico- 
demus, the paralytic of Bethesda, 
a blind man, a leper, the woman 
who had the issue of blood 
(Veronica), and others, plead 
for the Saviour who had healed 
them. 

Pilate therefore again seeks to 
set Christ free, but is finally met 
by the ery, ‘‘We acknowledge 
Cesar for our king, not Jesus, 
The Magi brought gifts to Him 
as a king, but Herod sought 
to kill Him.” “Is this He,” 
he then asks, “whom Herod 
sought?” And when he hears 
that He is, he washes his hands, 
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places the guilt upon the accu- 
sers, and gives his sentence: 
“Thy nation hath proved Thee 
to be king, I therefore pronounce 
that Thou be scourged and then 
crucified in the garden where 
Thou wast taken; and that two 
malefactors, Dysmas and Gestas, 
be crucified with Thee.” 

It is needless to pursue the 
narrative further, or to dwell 
upon the strange contrast which 
it offers to the Gospels. The 
thought of Pilate as the executor 
of the divine will which runs 
through it finds its most remark- 
able expression in an account 
of his execution by the order of 
“the Emperor.” After he had 
ended a prayer to the Lord for 
pardon, a voice came from 
heaven, saying, “ All the gene- 
rations and the families of the 
Gentiles shall bless thee, because 
under thee (ézi cod) were fulfilled 
all these things that were spoken 
by the prophets about me; and 
thou too hast to appear as my 
witness at my second coming, 
when I shall judge the twelve 
tribes of Isracl and those that 
confessed not to my name” 
(Parad, Pil. § 10). 

The texts of the different copies 
of the “‘ Acts” and other writings 
are given most completely by 
Tischendorf in his Lvangelia 
Apocrypha, 203 ff. Thilo has 
given an elaborate commentary 
on the Hvangelium Nicodemi in 
his Codex Apocryphus N. T. 1. 
490 ff., and his Prolegomena, § 8, 
pp. exviii.ff., give a very full 
literary history of the book, 
Tischendorf has published a 
slight essay on the relation of 
the Acts to the Gospels (Pilati 
circa Christum judicio . . . 1855), 
and the date and composition of 
the book have been discussed 
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by Lipsius (1871) after other 
German scholars. ‘The Gospel 
of Nicodemus” was translated 
into Anglo-Saxon; and it was 
repeatedly printed in English in 
the sixteenth century. 


On THE Patristic INTERPRE- 
TATION OF XIx. 34 


The patristic interpretation of 
ch, xix. 34 offers an instructive 
example of the method and 
characteristics of ancient com- 
mentators. It will therefore be 
worth while to quote at some 
length without further discussion 
the views of the Greek and Latin 
fathers upon the passage, The 
reader will judge how far there 
is any general consent between 
the different writers or any clear 
independence of judgement in 
dealing with the original text. 


I. Greek FATHERS: 


The earliest writer * who dis- 
tinctly refers to the passage is 
CLaupius APOLLINARIS (c. A.D. 
170). 

Apollinaris speaks of the Lord 
as Him “who had His holy side 
pierced (éxxevrnGeis, John xix. 37), 
who poured forth from His side 
the two elements that again 
purify (ra dvo madw Kafdpora), 
water and blood (the order is 
changed), word and spirit .. .” 
(Routh, Rell. 1. 161.) The in- 


* A passage quoted by Clement 
from a Valentinian writer (Hacc. ex 
Theod. § 61) must be excepted, in 
which the issuing of the blood and 
water is interpreted of the expulsion 
of the passions from the Body of the 
Lord. Irenzeus alludes to the “mixed 
cup” (Vv. 2, 3; [1v. 33, 2]), but with- 7 
out any reference to St. John. In 
another early writing, the Letter of 


the Churches of Vienne and Lyons 


(Euseb, H, #. V. 1), the effusion of 
water appears to be connected with — 
ch, vii. 38, 
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troduction of the word “again” 
appears to connect the water 
and the blood with the use of 
water and blood under the Old 
Covenant. As to the deeper 
meaning of the sign, Apollinaris, 
according to the most probable 
view, interprets it of the word 
of the gospel (Adyos), and of 
the sanctification of the spirit 
(rvedpa), that is of the historic 
and of the inward testimony. 
There may be also a further but 
obscure reference to the human 
and divine natures of the Lord. 

ORIGEN in two places dwells 
upon the phenomenon as a divine 
sign. ‘In the case of all other 
dead bodies,” he writes, ‘the 
blood is coagulated, and pure 
water does not flow from them. 
But in the case of Jesus the 
marvel in His dead body was 
that even in the dead body there 
was blood and water poured forth 
from His sides” (c, Cels. 11. c. 36 ; 
cf. c. 69). 

“‘ How great,” he writes again, 
“was His mercy that for our 
salvation He not only was made 
Flesh, but descended even to the 
dead, and in death itself has the 
marks of the living, For water 
and blood came forth from His 
side” (Comm. in Thess. 1v. 15, 
quoted by Jerome, Hp. ad Minerv. 
et Alex. § 10, if indeed the quo- 
tation from Origen extends so 
far. In a fragment of his com- 
mentary on the Galatians [v. 
268 ed, Lommatzsch] he treats 
the sign as a proof of the reality 
of the Lord’s body). 

Eusesius or Casaraa (Dem. 
Ev. x. 8, p. 504) treats the pas- 
sage as a fulfilment of Ps, xxii, 
14, “I am poured out like 
water,” without dwelling further 
upon it, 

Cyrii oF JERUSALEM applies 
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the twofold issue to the two 
baptisms of blood and water 
(Cat. 11. 10): “The Saviour re- 
deeming the world through the 
cross, being pierced in His side, 
brought forth (ééjyayev) blood 
and water, in order that some in 
seasons of peace may be baptized 
in water, others in seasons of 
persecution may be baptized in 
their own blood (év oixe‘ots afpacw, 
the blood of their death),” 

Curysostom (Hom, LXxxv. in 
loc.) interprets the fact of the 
two sacraments: ‘“ Not without 
a purpose (dAds) or by chance 
did those springs come forth, but 
because the Church consisteth of 
these two together (é dpdorépwv 
tovTwy ovvéotynxe), And those 
who are initiated know it, being 
regenerate by water (avayevva- 
pevor) and nourished (tpepdopevor) 
by the Blood and Flesh. Hence 
the Sacraments (ra puornpia) 
take their beginning; in order 
that when thou drawest near to 
the awful Cup thou mayest so 
approach, as drinking from the 
very Side,” 

CyriL oF ALEXANDRIA (ad loc.) 
thinks that ‘God appointed the 
fact as an image and firstfruits, 
so to speak, of the Mystic Bless- 
ing (EvAoyia; see Suicer, s.v.) 
and Holy Baptism. For Holy 
Baptism is really of Christ and 
from Christ; and the power of 
the Mystic Blessing springs 
(avépv) for us out of the Holy 
Flesh.” 

The recently discovered work 
of Macarius Maayzs has an 
interesting note on the passage, 
though the text is unhappily 
corrupt: ‘One of the soldiers 
pierced the side ... in order 
that when blood flowed and 
water in a gushing stream, by 
the blood they may be delivered 
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who occupied the place of cap- 
tivity, and by the water they 
may be washed who bear the 
stripes of sins. Certainly this 
hath been done not without a 
purpose, but of Providence, as 
though the divine forethought 
laid down that it should come 
to pass; for since [from the side 
came the origin of sin] it was 
necessary that from the side 
should flow the source of salva- 
tion: from the side came the 
sting (7 Any), from the side 
the spring (7 myyyn): from the 
side the malady, from the side 
the cure...” (1. 18). 

The same thoughts occur in 
a homily On the Passion (§ 25), 
falsely attributed to Athanasius 
(rv. 186 ff., ed. Migne), as also in 
Apollinarius, Euthymius, Theo- 
phylact, and Tertullian, quoted 
below ; and more particularly in 
a quotation from Antiochus of 
Ptolemais in Cramer’s Catena, 
ad loc. 

A very remarkable note of 
Apotiinarius [of Laodicea] is 
given in the Catena of Corderius 
upon the passage: “The Lord 
offered a side for a side: the 
woman [Eve] was a side, and 
the evil which came from her 
is undone (Averar) by the Lord’s 
Passion. For from that side 
proceeded the counsel which 
brought ruin on man; but from 
the holy side water is poured 
forth and blood, through which 
the world is cleansed, as we get 
ourselves washed of our sins, 
since the elements which were 
separated in the Law come 
together in Him. For there 
were [under the Law] sprink- 
lings of blood for purification 
(rpos kéOapow), and baptisms by 
water for sanctification (pds 
dyvcpov). Since, therefore, all 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


[CH. XIX 


things were devised beforehand 
in regard to Christ, the Body of 
the Lord furnished both these to 
the world, sacred blood and holy 
water, even when it was already 
dead in human fashion; for He 
hath in Himself great power of 
life.” 

Joun or Damascus (De Fide, 
Iv. 9) gives the same interpre- 
tation: Christ “caused to flow 
for us from His holy and un- 
defiled side a fountain of remis- 
sion: water for regeneration 
and washing (érixAvows) of sin 
and corruption; blood as a drink 
to furnish life everlasting (zorov 
Cuns aidiov mpdgevov).” 

Kuruymius ZIGABENUS (ad loc.) 
gives both the interpretations, 
that of the two baptisms and 
of the two sacraments. The 
latter is given in the words of 
Chrysostom and may be an in- 
terpolation. The former has 
some details of interest. ‘The 
event (he writes) is supernatural, 
and clearly shows that He who 
was pierced was more than man. 
For blood will not proceed from 
a dead man, though one pierce 
the body ten thousand times. 
Further, the Saviour is pierced 
in the side by a spear because 
the side of Adam was pierced 
by sin, that is Eve, healing the 
wound of (Adam’s) side by the 
wound of (His own) side. And 
He causes blood and water to 
issue, fashioning (xarvoupyaév) two 
baptisms, that by blood (of mar- 
tyrdom), and that by water (of 
regeneration), and by the stream 
of these He washes away the 
stream of sin.” 

THEOPHYLACT (ad loc.) gives 
the interpretation of Chrysostom, 
adding among other things the 
reference to Eve, and then con- 
nects the twofold issue with 








ADD. NOTES] 


“the mixed chalice”: ‘ Let 
the Armenians,” he says, “be 
ashamed who do not mix water 
with the wine in the Mysteries, 
For they do not believe, as it 
seems, that water also was poured 
forth from the side, which is the 
more marvellous, but only blood ; 
and hence they do away with 
the greater part of the marvel ; 
I mean that the blood is a mark 
that the Crucified was man, but 
the water that He was more 
than man, that He was God.” 
Compare Binterim, Denkwiirdig- 
keiten, tv. 2, p. 55, where an 
opposite interpretation is quoted ; 
and Anselm, “Zp. cv. 


II, Lavin Farners: 


TERTULLIAN regarded the two- 
fold issue as typical of the two 
baptisms of water and of blood. 
“Martyrdom,” he writes, “is 
another baptism . . . whence also 
water and blood, the elements of 
both washings (utriusque lavacri 
paratura), flowed from the wound 
in the Lord’s side” (De Pudic. 
ce. XxiI. p. 435). 

At the same time, while he 
fully develops this application, 
he appears also to indicate a 
reference to the Eucharist in 
the mention of “the blood.” 
“We have also a second washing 
(lavacrum), itself a distinct one 
(unum et ipsum), namely, that 
of blood; of which the Lord 
says, ‘I have a baptism to be 
baptized with’ (Luke xii. 50), 
when He had been already 
baptized. For He had come 
‘through water and blood,’ as 
John wrote (1 John v. 6), to be 
baptized by water, to be glorified 
by blood. Hence to make us 
‘called’ by water, ‘chosen’ by 
blood, He sent forth these two 
baptisms from the wound of His 
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pierced side; that so those who 
believed on His blood might be 
washed with water, and those 
who had been washed with water 
might also drink His _ blood. 
His [baptism of blood] is the 
baptism which both stands in 
place of (representat) the baptism 
of water (lavacrum) when it has 
not been received, and restores 
[its blessing] when it has been 
lost.” (De bapt. c. xvi. p. 203; 
comp. c. IX.) 

In another place he compares 
the death of Christ with the 
sleep of Adam (Gen. ii. 21 ff.), 
for He so died ‘‘that from the 
wound inflicted on His side the 
Church, the true Mother of 
the living, might be shaped.” 
(De An. c. xuimt. p. 304.) 

There is not, as far as I am 
aware, any reference to the in- 
cident in the genuine works of 
Cyprian. But in the works 
appended to his writings the 
water and blood are explained 
of the two baptisms (De Singul. 
Apostt. p. 392 Rig.), and more 
generally of the cleansing power 
of Christ’s Passion both initially 
and through the whole life. (De 
Pass. Chr. p. 339.) 

NovatiAan (c. 10) sees in the 
sign a proof of the reality of 
Christ’s Body. 

AmbBROsE starts from the main 
idea of Origen, and then inter- 
prets the sign generally. ‘“ After 
death the blood in our bodies 
coagulates; but from that body 
still incorrupt though dead the 
life of all flowed. For water and 
blood came forth: the former to 
wash, the latter to redeem” (Jn 
Luc. x. § 135). 

And again: “Why water ? 
why blood? Water to cleanse: 
blood to redeem, Why from the 
side? Because whence came the 
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guilt, thence came the grace. 
The guilt was through the 
woman: the grace was through 
the Lord Jesus Christ” (De 
Sacram. v. 1). 

JEROME follows Tertullian in 
referring the sign to the ‘two 
Baptisms.” (Ep. Lxix. (ad Oce- 
anum) § 6): “The side of Christ 
is wounded by the spear, and 
the sacraments of baptism and 
martyrdom are poured forth 
together ( pariter).” 

Rurinus (Comm. in Symb. 
§ 23) also interprets the sign of 
the two baptisms with the ad- 
dition of some new thoughts. 
“This,” he writes, ‘has a mys- 
tical meaning, for Christ had 
said that out of his belly shall 
proceed living waters (vii. 38). 
But He caused blood to issue 
also (produait), which the Jews 
prayed to come upon themselves 
and upon their children. Hence 
He caused water to issue to wash 
the believing, and blood to con- 
demn the faithless. It may also 
be understood to represent the 
twofold grace of baptism: the 
one which is given by the baptism 
of water, the other which is 
sought through martyrdom by 
the shedding of blood: for both 
have the name of baptism, Fur- 
ther, if the question is asked 
why it was from the side rather 
than from any other member 
that the Lord is said to have 
caused water and blood to issue, 
I think that the woman [Eve] 
is indicated in the side through 
the rib (Gen. ii, 21, 22). And 
so because the fountain of sin 


and death issued from the first 
woman, who was a rib of the first 
Adam, the fountain of redemp- 
tion and life is made to issue from 
the rib of the second Adam.” 

AUGUSTINE interprets the issue 
of “the two Sacraments”: “The 
sleep of the man” (Adam), he 
writes, ‘‘ was the death of Christ ; 
for when He hung lifeless on the 
Cross, His side was pierced by the 
spear, and thence flowed forth 
blood and water, which we know 
to be the sacraments, by which 
the Church [the antitype of Eve] 
is built up” (De Civ, xx11. c. 17), 

And again (ad loc.): ‘The 
soldier did not smite or wound, 
but opened (aperuit, according 
to the false reading jvorgev) 
Christ’s side, that in some sense 
the door of life should be laid 
open there, whence the Sacra- 
ments of the Church flowed, 
without which there is no en- 
trance to the life which is true 
life. That blood was poured out 
for the remission of sins: that 
water tempers the cup of sal- 
vation (salutare poculum); this 
gives both the laver and the cup 
( potus).” 

PRUDENTIUS, with a _ poet's 
license, represents the spear- 
wound as piercing through the 
breast of Christ from right to 
left, as C. a Lapide understands 
him, From one opening (the 
larger) flowed the blood, from 
the other, the water. 

“OQ novum cede stupenda vul- 
neris miraculum ! 

Hine cruoris fluxit unda, lympha 

parte ex altera : 
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20 Now on the first day of the week cometh Mary 


Magdalene early, while it was yet dark, unto the 


Lympha nempe dat lavacrum, 
tum corona ex sanguine est.” 
(Cath. 1x. 85 ff. Com- 

pare Areval’s note.) 


“Tpse loci (sc. ceeli) est domi- 
nus, laterum cui vulnere 
utroque, 

Hine cruor effusus fluxit et 
inde latex. 
Ibitis hinc, ut quisque potest, 
per vulnera Christi, 
Evectus gladiis alter, et alter 
aquis,” 

(Peristeph. vi1t, 15 ff.) 
“Trajectus per utrumque latus 
laticem atque cruorem 
Christus agit : sanguis victoria, 

lympha lavacrum est.” 
(Dittoch, Xuit.) 


Lro applies the passage to 
illustrate the doctrine of Christ’s 
Manhood and Deity (Ep. xxviu. 
ad Flav. § 5). ‘ When the side 
of the Crucified was opened 
(aperto) by the soldier’s spear, 
let [the impugner of the true 
doctrine of Christ’s Person] un- 
derstand whence flowed the blood 
and the water, that the Church 
of God might be refreshed (siga- 
retur) both by the laver and by 
the cup... ‘There are three 
that bear witness, the spirit and 
the water and the blood, and 
these three are one’: the spirit, 
that is, of sanctification, and the 
blood of redemption, and the 
water of baptism, which ‘three’ 
are ‘one’ and remain undivided, 
and nothing in them is sepa- 
rated from its connexion; for 
the Catholic Church lives and 
advancesin this faith, that neither 
is the manhood in Christ Jesus 
believed without Histrue divinity, 


nor His divinity without His true 
humanity.” 

One later comment may be 
added. Ruperr oF Derurz 
(Comm, in Joh. x11. pp. 365 f.) 
explains the sign of the whole 
virtue of the Lord’s Passion 
transferred to men: “We are 
redeemed by blood: we are 
washed by water.... The Lord 
was baptized in His own Passion, 
and when already dead by that 
issue enabled us to share in His 
saving death... Therefore not 
blood only, nor water only, 
flowed from the Saviour’s side; 
because the divine order of our 
salvation requires both. For we 
were not redeemed for this that 
He should possess us such as we 
were before ... In order then 
that there might be that by 
which we could be washed from 
our sins, water, which could 
only wash bodily impurities, was 
united to blood, which is the 
price of our redemption, and 
from that union obtained virtue 
and power to be worthy of co- 
operating with the Holy Spirit 
to wash away the invisible im- 
purities of sins,” 





IV. Tse New Lire. 


1, St. John’s record of the 
Resurrection corresponds with 
his record of the Passion, It is 
not simply a history, still less an 
exhaustive history, but a reve- 
lation of spiritual truth through 
outward facts. Writing in the 
centre of a Christian Church to 
those who were familiar with 
the historic groundwork of the 
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Gospel, the Evangelist recounts 
from his own experience just 
those incidents which called out 
in the disciples the fulness of 
belief triumphant over personal 
sorrow, and common fear, and 
individual doubt. Each __his- 
torical character is also typical: 
each detail has a permanent 
lesson. And as related to the 
whole plan of the Gospel St. 
John’s narrative of the Resur- 
rection is the counterpart and 
complement to his narrative of 
the Passion. His history of the 
Passion is the history of the 
descent of selfishness to apostasy : 
his history of the Resurrection 
is the history of the elevation of 
love into absolute faith. It lays 
open a new Life in Christ, and 
a new life in men, 

2. The incidents recorded by 
more than one of the other 
Evangelists which are omitted 
by St. John are: 

The angel’s message to the two 
Marys and Salome (Matt., Mark), 

The appearance to two disciples, 
not apostles (Luke, Mark). 

The last charge and promise 
(Matt., Mark). 

3. Other incidents omitted 
by St. John are recorded by 
single Evangelists : 


St. Marraew 


The earthquake: the descent of 
the angel who removes the stone : 
the panic of the guards, 

The report of the guards, and 
the device of the high priests 
(xxviii. 1 ff.). 

Words at the appearance on the 
Galilean mount. (Comp. Mark 
xvi. 15 ff.) 


St. Mark 


Reproaches of the disciples for 

unbelief (xvi. 14). 
Sr. Luxe 

An appearance to St. Peter (xxiv. 
34; comp. 1 Cor. xv. 5). 

The conversation on the way to 
Emmaus (xxiv. 13 ff.; comp. 
Mark xvi. 12f.). 

Words at the meeting with the 
eleven and others (xxiv. 36 ff.). 

The appearance before the Ascen- 
sion (xxiv. 44 ff.), 


Compare also Acts i. 1—12, 
li, 24—33, iii, 15, v. 30ff., x. 
40 if, 1 Cor- xv. 5—8, 

The enumeration of the ap- 
pearances of the Lord ‘raised 
on the third day according to 
the Scriptures,” which is given 
by St. Paul in this last passage, 
is of the deepest interest. The 
introduction of the phrase “he 
was seen” (a7) in wv. 5, 6, 7, 
8, breaks them up into four 
groups, separated (as it may be 
reasonably concluded) in time 


and place. 

(1) Zo Peter: to the ‘ twelve” 
(Jerusalem), 

(2) To above fwe hundred 


brethren at once (Galilee), 

(3) Zo James: to “all the 
apostles” (Jerusalem), 

(4) Zo St. Paul himself. 

It will be observed that St. 
Paul says nothing of the appear- 
ance to Mary Magdalene. He 
is silent indeed as to all the 
events directly connected with 
the sepulchre. 

The use of the phrase he was 
seen (G6) in no way limits the 
appearance to a vision as dis- 
tinguished from a real personal 
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tomb, and seeth the stone taken away from the tomb. 
2She runneth therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter, 
and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and 


Risen 
Comp. 


manifestation of the 
Christ. (Acts vii. 26. 
Acts xiii, 31.) 

4. The main incidents pecu- 
liar to St. John are: 

The gift of the power of absolution. 
The appearance on the second 

Lord’s day. 

To these must be added the 
incidents of ch, xxi. 

That, however, which is most 
characteristic of St. John here, 
as elsewhere, is the clear reve- 
lation of individual traits by the 
course of the events; St. Peter, 
St. John, Mary Magdalene, St. 
Thomas, stand out with a dis- 
tinct personality in these last 
two chapters. 

5. While there are very great 
differences in the details of the 
several LEvangelic narratives, 
there are also remarkable points 
of agreement between them, 
both as to the general features 
of the history, and as to its 
circumstances. 

All the Evangelists concur in 
the following main particulars: 
No description is given of the act 

of Resurrection. 

The manifestations were made 
only to believers. 

(Contrast the account in the 
apocryphal “Gospel of Nico- 
demus.”) 


The manifestations were made not 


only to separate persons, but to 
companies. . 

They were determined by the Lord’s 
pleasure, He showed Himself. 
They were received with hesitation 

at first. 


No mere report was accepted. 


The Revelation issued in a con- 
viction of the presence of the 
Living Lord with the disciples, 
There is agreement algo as to 

several characteristic circum- 

stances: * 

The visit of women to the sepulchre 
in the early morning was the 
starting-point of hope. 

The removal of the stone first raised 
questionings. 

The revelations of angels preceded 
the manifestation of the Lord 
Himself. 

The Lord revealed Himself to 
Mary Magdalene first. 

6. It is most difficult to con- 
struct with any certainty a 
consecutive view of the few un- 
connected incidents which have 
been preserved. The following 
table gives a provisional arrange- 
ment of the facts connected with 
the first Easter-Day. 


ina asp 
Just before 
6 p.m. Mary Magdalene and 
Saturday. Mary the [mother] of 
James go to view. 
the sepulchre (Matt. 
XXviii. 1), 
After 
6 p.m. The purchase of spices 
Saturday. by Mary Magdalene, 


Mary the [mother] of 
James and Salome 
(Mark xvi. 1). 

Very early The Resurrection, fol- 

onSunday. lowed by the earth- 
quake, the descent of 
the angel, the opening 
of the tomb (Matt. 
Xxvilil, 2—4), 
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Approximate 


time. 
5 a.m. 


5.30 a.m. 


6.30 a.m. 


7 am, 


(Luke xxiv, 


Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the [mother] of 
James and Salome, 
probably with others, 
start for the sepulchre 
in the twilight. Mary 
Magdalene goes before 
the others, and returns 
at once to Peter and 
John (John xx. 1 ff.). 
Her companions reach 
the sepulchre when the 
sun had risen (Mark 
xvi. 2). 

A vision of an angel. 
Message to the dis- 
ciples (Matt. xxviii. 
5 ff. ; Mark xvi. 5 ff.). 
Another party, among 
whom is Joanna, come 
a little later, but still 
in the early morning 
1 ff). 
Comp. Mark xvi. 1. 
A vision of ‘two 
young men.” Words 
of comfort and in- 
struction (Luke xxiv. 
4 ff.). 

The visit of Peter 
and John (John xx, 
3—10). A vision of 
two angels to Mary 
Magdalene (John xx. 
11—13). About the 
same time the com- 
pany of women carry 
their tidings to the 
apostles (Luke xxiv, 
10f.). 

The Lord reveals Him- 
self to Mary Magda- 
lene (John xx. 14— 
18; Mark xvi. 9). 
Not long after He 


Approximate 
time 


reveals Himself, as it 
appears, to the com- 
pany of women who 
are returning to the 
sepulchre. Charge to 
the brethren to go to 
Galilee (Matt, xxviii. 
orf): 

The appearance to the 
two disciples on the 
way to Hmmaus (Luke 
xxiv. 13 ff.; Mark xvi. 
12). 

After4p.m.An appearance to St. 
Peter (Luke xxiv, 34 ; 
comp. 1 Cor. xv. 5). 
The appearance 
the eleven and others 
(Luke xxiv. 36 ff, ; 
Mark xvi, 14; John 
xx, 19 ff), 

The main difficulties are due 
to the extreme compression of 
St. Matthew’s narrative, in which 
there is no clear distinction of 
points of time. The incidents 
and the spectators are brought 
together in a general picture. 
(Comp. Matt. xxviii. 9.) 

7. It will strike the careful 
student that there is a remark- 
able order in the types of faith 
in the Lord’s Resurrection which 
St. John notices successively. 
The “beloved disciple” “ believes ” 
in consequence of a triple sign, 
without any manifestation of the 
Lord Himself (xx. 8), Mary 
Magdalene believes, not through 


4—6 p.m, 


8 p.m. 


sight or even through sound, but — 


through the personal voice of 
love (xx. 14—16). 
ciples” believe when they see 
the Lord’s wounds (xx. 20). 
St. Thomas believes when his 
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saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we know not where they have 


own test is offered to him 
(xx. 27f.). It seems impossible 
to regard these slowly widening 
victories of love without feeling 
the permanent significance of 
their common lesson. There is, 
however, a faith higher than all 
these which in various degrees 
depended on outward experience 
(xx. 29). 

8. The main record of St. John 
falls into four divisions : 

(1) The actual facts. The triple 
sign verified (xx. 1—9), 

(2) The revelation to personal 
love, The Lord transfigures de- 
votion (vv, 10—18). 

(3) Lhe revelation to fearful 
disciples. The Lord gives peace 
and authority to His society (vv. 
19—23). 

(4) The revelation tothe anxious 
questioner. The Lord gives con- 
viction by sight and blessing to 
faith (vv. 24—29), 

The central thought of the 
whole is the passage from sight 
to faith, 

After the narrative of the 
Resurrection is completed there 
follows a brief notice of the 
scope of the Gospel (vv. 30 f.). 


1, The actual facts. The triple 
sign verified (vv. 1—9) 

This section falls into two 
parts. The evidence of Mary 
Magdalene (vv. 1 f.), the evidence 
of St. Peter and St. John (wv. 
3—9). Mary attests the first 
sign, the opened sepulchre ; St. 
Peter and St. John attest the 
two other signs, the empty 
sepulchre, and the carefully 
ordered * grave-cloths. Comp. 


* See note on », 6. 
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Matt. xxviii. 1ff.; Mark xvi. 
1 ff; Luke xxiv. 10—12, 


Cuap. XX. 1. Ty dt ud. . .] 
una autem...v.; But on the... 


Comp. Matt. xxviii. 1. 

Map. 7 Mayéd.] Comp. xix. 25. 
St. Luke alone of the Evangelists 
mentions her before the history 
of the Passion, Luke viii. 2. 

oor. ert ovo.] Mary Magdalene 
appears to have reached the se- 
pulchre before the other women 
of her company. Comp. Matt. 
xxviii. 1; Mark xvi. 2. St. Luke 
combines the varied ministry and 
testimony of all the women in 
one notice, xxiii. 55 f., xxiv. 10. 

T. NiO. pp. ex 7. pny. | lapidem 
sublatum a monumento v. All 
the Evangelists mention the re- 
moval of “the stone,” and St. 
Mark notices this especially as 
the sight which first attracted 
the attention of the visitants to 
the sepulchre, Mark xvi. 4. The 
Synoptists speak of “ rolling 
away” (aokvAlev) the stone 
(comp, Tristram, Land of Israel, 
pp. 396f., ed. 3). The phrase 
used by St. John is very peculiar, 
“taken, lifted out of” (jppuévov 
éx), as filling up the opening of 
the sepulchre. 

2. tex. obv. . .| cucurrit ergo 
...v. Apparently Mary Mag- 
dalene made no further search. 
She hastily (if rightly) concluded 
that the sepulchre must be empty 
from what she saw at a distance, 
The stone would not have been 
removed unless with the object 
of taking away the body. It is 
clear that she had no vision of 
angels before she returned, and 
received no message, as those 
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with whom she is associated by 
St. Mark (xvi. 1) and St. Mat- 
thew (xxvii. 1). 

épx. mp. Suu. Iler.| In spite of 
his fall, which was by this time 
probably known, St. Peter was 
still regarded as one of the 
natural leaders among the dis- 
ciples, comp, Luke xxii. 32. 

T. GAX, pal. dv épidr. 6 Iyo.] 
The word édira (amabat v.) is 
different from that used in xiii. 
23, xxi. 7, 20 (Hydra, diligebat v.), 
and marks a personal affection 
(comp. xi. 3). At the same 
time the difference of this phrase 
(r. GAAov pabyrnv dv...) from 
the corresponding phrase (0 pa- 
Ontns exeivos 6v..., Xxi. 7) leads 
to the conclusion that both dis- 
ciples alike are described here 
as objects of the same feeling. 
Simon Peter was one marked by 
the personal affection of the 
Lord even as St. John was “the 
other.” 

The repetition of the preposi- 
tion pe Sys. Ter. +» TOS 
tT. ard. .) suggests some dis- 
tinction in their place of lodging. 
The mother of the Lord, it 
cannot be forgotten, was with 
St. John. 

*Hpav] tulerunt v. The rapid 
boldness of the conclusion is 
characteristic of a woman’s eager 
nature, The subject is indefinite: 
it may be “the Jews” (comp. 


xix. 4), or it may be “‘ those who 
provided the temporary resting- 
place” (xix. 42, comp. v. 15). 

7. xup.| For her the dead body 
is still “the Lord.” Comp, xix. 
42, For the absolute use of the 
term see iv. 1, note. 

ovk oldayev] By the plural 
Mary identifies herself with 
those who had started on the 
visit with her, though in fact 
she had not waited till they 
came to the tomb, Compare 
v. 13, ov« otda, in connexion with 
Tov Kupidv pov, spoken in her 
solitude to (apparent) strangers. 

3. The form of the sentence is 
singularly expressive. 
once takes the lead (ed6er) ; 
the other disciple attaches him- 
self, as it were, to his decisive 
guidance, then both are repre- 
sented on their way, and they 
went on their way toward (not 
and came to, A.V.) the sepulchre. 
Comp. Matt. xxviii, 1. Com- 
pare xii, 22 for the singular, and 
iv. 30 for the combination of aor. 
and imp. See also vi. 17. For 
the incident compare Luke xxiv. 
12, 24. 

4, erpex. 5. of dv0 opod] Liter- 
ally, But they began to run, the 
two together, Mary is naturally 
forgotten in the description. 
St. John recalls that which was 
most vividly impressed upon him 
at the time. 


Peter at © 
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Peter therefore went forth, and the 


other disciple, and they went on their way toward the 
4tomb, And they ran both together': and the other 
disciple outran Peter*, and came first to the tomb; 
sand stooping and looking in, he seeth the linen 


6cloths lying, yet entered he not in. 


Simon Peter 


therefore also cometh, following him, and entered 


into the tomb; 


and he beholdeth the linen cloths 


' Zit. But they began to run the two together, 
? lit, ran on in front more quickly than Peter, 


mpoédpapev .. .] preecucurrit v. 
Literally, ran on in front more 
quickly than Peter, as the younger 
man; starting on suddenly (so 
the tense seems to imply), per- 
haps when he came in sight of 
the sepulchre, 

5. mapaxvwas| cum se incli- 
nasset v.; stooping, and looking 
in. The word rapaxiarw, which 
is thus paraphrased, occurs in 
v. 11 and in the parallel passage, 
Luke xxiv. 12, and again in 
Peretti, i253. Jas.:i., 25, . The 
idea which it conveys is that 
of looking intently with eager 
desire and effort (literally bend- 
_ ing beside) at that which is par- 
tially concealed. Comp. Ecclus. 
) xiv. 23, xxi. 23; Song of Sol. 

ma. 9, . 
| Brer.] seeth, The simple sight 

here is distinguished from the in- 
_ tent regard (Oewpet) of St. Peter 
| when he entered the sepulchre ; 
| and in this connexion it is sig- 
nificant that St. John does not 
see “the napkin,” the small 
_ cloth, lying apart. 
| od _pevr. ciondO.] A natural 
feeling of awe would arrest one 
_ of the character of St. John. He 
had already seen enough to fill 
his soul with anxious thoughts, 


6. épy. otv x. &. IL] Simon 
Peter therefore also cometh, while 
St. John still lingers outside. 

eionO.| went into at once 
without a look or a pause. 

Gewp. 7. 66. Key. . . .| The 
abrupt change of tense marks 
a break in the progress of the 
thought, The entrance is cour- 
ageously made: then follows the 
experience. The word @ewpet * 
(see 12, 14) expresses the earnest 
intent gaze of the apostle as 
his eye passes from point to 
point. 


* Bishop Westcott in a marginal 
note invites attention to Mr. Latham’s 
interpretation of this passage (see 
Mr. Latham’s The Kisen Master), Ina 
private letter to the Rev. H. O. Barratt, 
who had consulted him on this inter- 
pretation, he writes, “The explanation 
which you give of John xx. 8 (“‘ passed 
through the heavy wrappings as He 
later passed through doors”) is, I 
think, substantially correct. ... I did 
not agree with his (se, Mr. Latham’s) 
interpretation of évreruNuyuevovy .. . 
Perhaps the separate treatment of 
the face cloth suggests the action 
of the living Lord.” 

In a further marginal note Bishop 
Westcott says: “The undisturbed 
grave-cloths show that the Lord had 
risen through and ont of them, The 
face cloth carefully rolled up, the 
action of the living Lord,”—A. W. 
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ext t. xed. ait.| The absence 
of the name is noticeable. The 
mind of the writer, is filled with 
the thought of Christ. Compare 
v. 15. 

xwp. evrerunr. eis Eva Tor.] sepa- 
ratim involutum in unum locum 
v. There were no traces of 
haste. The deserted tomb bore 
the marks of perfect calm. [The 
grave-cloths lay as the body had 
withdrawn from them.] It was 
clear, therefore, that the body 
had not been stolen by enemies ; 
it was scarcely less clear that 
it had not been taken away by 
friends. 

8. tore ovv ciondO... . kK. €ldev 
x, éziotevce’| He no _ longer 
shrank from entering the grave 
which had been now certainly 
found empty. He went in... 
and saw and believed. All is 
gathered in one sentence without 
break or change of form (con- 
trast v. 6). 

The exact interpretation of 
the word “believed ” is difficult.* 
It is not likely that it, means 
simply “believed that the body 


cov. | 


Compare Xi. 


* T have retained this note, which 
must, however, now be read in the 
light of Bishop Westcott’s later con- 
viction, @.e., that St. John “saw” the 
undisturbed grave-cloths, and “ be- 
lieved”’ that the Lord lived.—A. W. 


amnOov ovv madwy 


had been removed as Mary 
Magdalene reported.” Such a 
conclusion was rather a matter 
of natural and immediate infer- 
ence from what he saw. The 
use of the word absolutely rather 
points to the calm patient accept- 
ance of a mystery as yet in part 
inexplicable with full confidence 
in the divine love. The three- 
fold sign of the stone removed, 
the empty sepulchre, the grave- 
cloths undisturbed, indicated 
something still to be more fully 
shown, and the apostle waited 
in trustful expectation for the in- 
terpretation. 
may have even a fuller sense, 
and imply that St. John believed 
in some way that the Lord was 
alive. 


“knew” (comp. vi. 69, note), In 
such a case there ought to have 
been no scope for faith ; the fact 
should have been one of know- 
ledge, If the apostles had really 
entered into the meaning of the 
Scriptures they would haveknown 
that the Life, the Resurrection, of 
Christ was a divine necessity for 
which death was a condition. 
But St. John, like the other 
disciples (‘‘ they knew not”), had 
failed to read the lesson of the 
Old Testament, even by the help 
of the Lord’s teaching. Now he 
is in some sense separated from 


Perhaps the word » 


There is thus a sharp ~ 
contrast between ‘ believed” and 


= a iat _— = a 
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7lying, and the napkin, that was upon his head, not 
lying with the linen cloths, but rolled up in a place 
s by itself’. Then entered in therefore the other disciple 
also, which came first to the tomb, and he saw, and 
obelieved. For as yet they knew not the scripture, 


10 that he must rise again from the dead. The disciples 


therefore went away again unto their own home. 


1 Git, apart in one place. 


them (éricrevcey’ ovderw . . 
qo«crav). 

9. otd. y. 7d. ...] Comp. 
Luke xxiv. 21; Mark xvi. 14. 
The belief in the Resurrection 
was produced in spite of the 
most complete unreadiness on 
the part of the disciples to accept 
it. So far from being based on 
a previous interpretation of 
scripture, the fact itself first 
illuminated the sense of scrip- 
ture. Comp. Luke xxiv. 25, 45. 
The chief priests knew of the 
Lord’s words as to His rising 
again, and in their fear took 
measures to counteract them 
(Matt. xxvii. 63 ff.), while the 
disciples in their love failed to 
recall the same words for their 
consolation. This contrast is a 
revelation of character, and will 
be recognised as _ profoundly 
true, if account be taken of the 
different conceptions which un- 
believers and disciples had of the 
Person and of the Death and of 
the Resurrection of Christ. 

t. ypadnv| The reference is 
Frabably to tbe xvi. 10. Comp. 
Acts ii. 24ff., xii, 35. The 
Evangelist speaks of some ex- 
press testimony (comp. xvii, 12, 
note), and not of the general 


contents of scripture (xara tas 
 ypadds, 1 Cor. xv. 3f.). 


det] This divine necessity is 
shown to run through the last 
unexpected events of the Lord’s 
earthly life; Matt. xxvi. 54; 
Mark viii. 31; Luke ix, 22, 
Xvil. 25, xxii. 37, xxiv. 7, 26, 
44, (46); John iii, 14, xii, 34, 
note; Acts'i. 16. See also ii. 4 
(dpa), note. 


2. The revelation to personal love. 
The Lord transfigures devotion 
(vv. 10—18) 


The details of this section are 
peculiar to St. John. The bare 
fact is mentioned, Mark xvi. 9. 
It is significant that the first 
manifestation of the Risen Lord 
was granted to the patient watch- 
ing of love. In this sense, Prov, 
vill. 17 found fulfilment. The 
late tradition (Sedul. Carm. 
Pasch. v. 361 ff.) which repre- 
sents the Lord as appearing first 
to His mother rests on no au- 
thority. 

10. amydd. otv . . . of pal] 
The disciples therefore . . ., as 
feeling that nothing more could 
be learnt upon the spot. 

The angels which had been 
seen by the women did not 
appear to the apostles. Such 
manifestations necessarily follow 
the laws of a spiritual economy. 
Comp. v. 12, 
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11. Map. d¢...] But Mary, 
whose return has not been no- 
ticed, remained when the apostles 
went away: “A stronger affec- 
tion riveted to the spot one of a 
weaker nature” (Aug.). Yet 
she did not venture to enter the 
sepulchre, even after the apostles 
had done so. She continued 
standing at the sepulchre without, 
i, 35, note. 

as ovv éxX. mapekuy. : 
so as she wept, she stooped down, 
and looked . just as St. John 
had done: ». 5. 

12. Gewp.] Both here and in 
v. 14 the word Oewpet suggests 
the idea of a silent contemplation 
for a time. 

dvo ayy.] Comp. v. 10, note. 
This is the only place where 
angels are mentioned in the nar- 
rative of the Evangelist. Comp. 
i. 52, xii. 29 (v. 4 is an early 
interpolation). 

év Aevxois|] in albis v. Matt. 
xxviii, 3; Mark xvi. 5; Acts i. 
10. The same elliptical phrase 


is used Rev. iii, 4. Comp. Matt. 
xvil. 2, and parallels, Rev. iii. 5, 
18, iv. 4, vi. 11, vii. 9, 13, xix. 14, 

eva mp. T. Keb. . . . Eva Tp. 7. 
wogtv| like the cherubim on the 
mercy-seat, between which the 
“ Lord of hosts dwelt,” Exod. xxv, 
22; 1 Sam. iv. 4; 2 Sam. vi. 2; 
Pa leet core 

13. Aey. air. exeivor] The pro- 
noun, like the name which is 
inserted in v, 15, marks the 
pause during which Mary re- 
garded those before her without 
speaking. 

Mary repeats, with two sig- 
nificant variations, the words 
which she had addressed to the 
apostles (v. 2). It is easy to 
understand how they were re- 
peated in her heart again and 
again as the sum of all her 
thoughts ; but she now says Tov 
Kvpiov pov (not tov Kvpiov), and 
oida (not oidayev); the relation 
and the loss are, in this case, 
regarded as personal, and not as 
general, The. familiar boldness 


Ver, 11—15] 
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u But Mary was standing without at the tomb weeping: 
so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the 
-ywtomb; and she beholdeth two angels in white sitting, 
one at the head, and one at the feet, where the body 


wof Jesus had lain. 


why weepest thou? 


And they say unto her, Woman, 
She saith unto them, Because 


they have taken away my Lord, and I know not 


u where they have laid him. When she had thus said, 


she turned herself back, and beholdeth Jesus standing, 


1and knew not that it was Jesus. 


Jesus saith unto 


her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? 
She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto 
him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me 


of the words, spoken without 
special excitement or alarm, 
shows how the whole soul of the 
speaker was absorbed in one 
object. 

The extreme simplicity of the 
narrative,-it may be added, re- 
flects something of the solemn 
majesty of the scene. The sen- 
tences follow without any con- 
necting particles till v 19. 
(Comp. ch. xv.) 

14, ravr. «ir. éotpady.. «| 
When she had thus said, she 
turned . . . a8 unwilling to 
continue a conversation which 
promised no help. The vision 
of angels makes no impression 
upon her. We can imagine also 
that she became conscious of 
another Presence, as we often 
feel the approach of a visitor 
without distinctly seeing or hear- 
ing him. It may be too that 
the angels looking towards the 
Lord showed some sign of His 
coming. 

x, Oewp. ...] Comp. vv, 6, 12, 


odk 70.| She was pre-occupied 
with her own reflections. We 
see that only which we have the 
inward power of seeing. Till 
Mary was placed in something 
of spiritual harmony with the 
Lord she could not recognise 
Him, Comp. Luke xxiv. 16; 
Matt. xxviii. 17; ch. xxi, 4. 

15. The first words of the Lord, 
His first recorded words after the 
Resurrection, are a repetition of 
the angel’s words, but with an 
important addition. He partly 
interprets the grief of the mourner 
by asking, Whom seekest thou? 
She has lost some one (not some- 
thing; i. 38). Comp. vi. 68. 

6 Knoupds| hortulanus v., and 
therefore a friend, Matt. xxvil. 
60; ch. xix. 41 f. The conjec- 
ture was natural, both from the 
place and from the time. 

ei ov Bact. air... . air.... 
air.| if thow(emphatic ; “if thou 
and not our enemies,”) hast borne 
Him... Him... Him; Mary 
makes no answer to the inquiry. 
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Her heart is so full of the Person 
to whom it referred that she 
assumes that He is known to 
her questioner: “ palam omnibus 
esse credit, quod a suo corde nec 
ad momentum recedere potest” 
(Bern. In Cant. vii. 8). The 
trait is one of those direct reflec- 
tions of life which mark St. John’s 
Gospel. 

kay® ...| Love makes her 
strength appear to be sufficient. 

16. We must suppose a short 
pause, during which Mary re- 
sumes her former position, and, 
receiving no answer, becomes lost 
in her grief again. While she 
is thus lost Jesus ‘“ calleth her 
by name,” Mapicy; and in that 
direct personal address awakens 
the true self (Luke viii. 2; 
Mark xvi. 9). What the word 
of common interest (yvvar) could 
not do, the word of individual 
sympathy does at once (comp. 
ch. x. 3). 

otpapeioa ...| She turned 
once again (as v. 14), but this 
time with a clear answer of 
reverent recognition, and saith 
unto him, in Hebrew, Rabbuni, 
Master (Teacher). Yet the title, 
while it reveals her devotion, 
reveals also the imperfection of 
her faith (contrast v. 28). 

*"EBp.| The term ’Efpaiori is 
found only in St. John’s Gospel 
and in the Apocalypse. The 
notice of this detail for Greek 
readers seems to mark clearly 
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what was the language of the 
most intimate intercourse of the 


Lord and His disciples. Comp. 
Acts xxii. 2, xxvi. 14, 
‘PaBB.| Rabbuni. The word 


occurs also in Mark x. 51. It 
is strictly ‘‘my Master,” but, as 
in Rabbi, the pronominal affix 
ceased to have any very distinct 
force. Here only is the term 
“Master” applied to the Lord 
after the Resurrection, The 
exact term (°2)33, or '3123) is used 
as a title of respect in the Tar- 
gums (Gen, xxiii, 15). The inter- 
pretation ‘“ Master” (dddcxare), 
which is added by the Evangelist, 
fixes the meaning, and excludes 
the higher sense of “the divine 
Lord” (39 xobdy), which has 
been sometimes given to it, as 
if it expressed a recognition of 
the Lord’s higher Nature. The 
preservation of the form is one 
of those little touches which 
stamp the Evangelist as a Jew 
of Palestine (Delitzsch, Zéschr. 
J. luther. Theol. 1878, s. 7). It 
is said that the form ‘PaBBovvei 
(Rabbuni), which has been lost 
in the Vulgate and A.V. (Rab- 
bont), is “Galilean” (Béttcher, 
Lehrb. § 64): if this be so, the 
trait is more significant. 

17. My pov arrov, obrw ydp...| 
noli me tangere nonduwm enim... 
vy. The words imply, what a few 
copies here state by an interpo- 
lated clause, that Mary started 
up and ran to Christ, perhaps 


5 
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VER. 16, 17] 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 


345 


where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 
is Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turneth herself, and 
saith unto him in Hebrew, Rabbuni; which is to say, 


17 Teacher ?. 


Jesus saith to her, Touch me not?; for 


I am not yet ascended unto the Father: but go unto 
my brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my 


1 or Master. 


to clasp. His feet (comp. Matt. 
xxviii. 9), and the exact form 
implies further that she was 
already clinging to Him when 
He spoke. Thus she expressed 
in word and act the strength 
and the failure of her love, 
which the Lord disciplined and 
raised by Hisanswer. The reason 
by which the Lord checked this 
expression of devotion can be 
differently apprehended. The 
ydp may refer (1) to the whole 
sentence which follows (otrw.. . 
Oesv tpav), or (2) only to the 
first clause (ovrw . . . Tov warépa). 
In the first case the imminent, 
though not realised, Ascension 
of the Lord would be regarded 
as forbidding the old forms of 
earthly intercourse. In _ the 
second case the Ascension would 
be presented as the beginning 
and condition of a new union, 
The latter seems to be unques- 
tionably the true view, and falls 
in with the moral circumstances 
of the incident. Mary substi- 
tuted a knowledge of the hu- 
manity of Christ for a knowledge 
of His whole Person; ‘Quod 
vides hoc solum me esse putas: 
noli me tangere” (Aug. Jn Joh. 
xxv, 3). She thought that she 
could now enjoy His restored 
Presence as she then appre- 
hended it. She assumed that 
the return to the old life ex- 


? or Cling to me not. 


hausted the extent of her Master’s 
victory over death. Therefore in 
His reply Christ said: ‘Do not 
cling to me, as if in that which 
falls under the senses you can 
know me as I am; for there is 
yet something beyond the out- 
ward restoration to earth which 
must be realised, before that 
fellowship towards which you 
reach can be established as abid- 
ing. I am not yet ascended to 
the Father. When that last 
triumph is accomplished, then 
you will be able to enjoy the 
communion which is as yet im- 
possible (‘Sic tangitur ab iis a 
quibus bene tangitur, ascendens 
ad Patrem, manens cum Patre, 
equalis Patri” Aug. lLc.). 
Meanwhile, this is the reward 
of thy love, that thou shalt bear 
the message of the coming and 
more glorious change to those to 
whom thou didst bear the tidings 
of what seemed to be thy loss 
and theirs.” Comp. Bern. Serm. 
in Cant. xxvii. 9f. The spiritual 
temper of Mary will be seen to 
be the exact opposite of that of 
Thomas. She is satisfied with 
the earthly form which she recog- 
nises. Thomas, having thought 
that the restoration of the earthly 
life was impossible, rises from the 
recognition of the earthly form 
to the fullest acknowledgement 
of the divine: v. 28. 
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axtov| The idea appears to 
be that of ‘holding,’ in the 
desire to retain, and not of 
“touching” with a view to as- 
certain the corporeal reality of 
the Presence. Under other cir- 
cumstances the Lord invited the 
disciples to “handle” His Per- 
son ; Luke xxiv. 39, v. 27; comp. 
1 Johni. 1, 

t. wat.| the Father. The gene- 
ral conception of Fatherhood is 
given first, and this is afterwards 
defined and distinguished. 

mopevov St mp. 7. ad, pov . . 
The new title (Matt. xxviii. 10) 
follows from the use of the words 
“the Father.” Spiritual rela- 
tionships now take the place of 
natural relationships. Comp. 
xix. 26, note; Matt. xii. 48f. 
The title occurs very significantly 
in the record of the first action 
of the Christian society: Acts 
i, 15 (év péow tov adeAdpor). 

’AvaBaivw ...) Not “TI shall 
ascend,” but “Tam ascending.” 
In one sense the change sym- 
bolised by the visible Ascension 
was being wrought for the 
apostles during the forty days, 
as they gradually became fami- 
liarised with the phenomena of 
Christ’s higher Life. 

The message which Mary was 
charged to bear was one of 
promise as well as of fulfilment. 
Christ did not say “I have risen 


2 Insert rév DXTA. 


again,” as though the disciples 
could as yet understand the 
meaning of the words, but “I 
ascend.” The end was not to be 
grasped yet. The Resurrection 
was a beginning as well as a 
fulfilment. 

T. Tar. fh. K. Tat. tu.| He who 
is the Father is Father of Christ 
and Father of men in different 
ways; of Christ by nature, of 
men by grace. And just as the 
Lord separated Himself from 
men while He affirmed His true 
Humanity by taking to Himself 
the title of “the Son of Man,” 
so here, while He affirms the 
true divine sonship of believers, 
He separates their sonship from 
His own. Comp. Heb. u. 11; 
Rom. viii. 29. 

Oedv p. kK. Oe. bu.) In His per- 
fect humanity Christ speaks of 
the Father as His God: Matt. 
xxvil. 46. Comp. Rev. ili. 2, 12 
(not ii. 7). 

In the epistles of St. Paul the 
compound title ‘‘the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ” 
is not infrequent: Rom. xv. 6; 


2 Oor, i. 3, xi.7°31; Eph. 1/3. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
18. épy.. . . dyyeA.] venit . 


adnuntians v.; cometh and telleth. 
The exact form of expression is 
remarkable: ‘cometh telling,” 
and not “having come (or com- 
ing) telleth.” The emphasis 
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Father and your Father, and my God and your God. 


1s Mary Magdalene cometh 


and telleth the disciples, 


I have seen the Lord; and how that he said these 


things unto her. 
When therefore it was 


is thrown on Mary’s immediate 
departure on her mission. For 
this purpose she was ready to 
leave the Lord at once. Her 
words are partly direct and 
partly oblique: Mary. . . telleth, 
I have seen the Lord; and how 
that he said these things wnto her. 


3. The revelation to fearful dis- 
ciples. The Lord gives peace 
and authority to His society 
(vv. 19—23) 


The details of this section are 
peculiar to St. John—the closed 
doors, the fear of the Jews, the 
absence of St. Thomas, the mis- 
sion, the promise; but the fact 
of the appearance to the assem- 
bled disciples on the evening of 
the first Easter day~is recorded 
by St. Luke, xxiv. 36, and St. 
Mark, xvi. 14 (dvaxetpévors). 

The clauses in St. Luke which 
correspond most closely with St. 
John (Luke xxiv. 360, 40) ap- 
pear to have been very early 
[apostolic] additions to his ori- 
ginal text. 

19. Otc. ov ...|| The appear- 
ance to Mary Magdalene was 
(so to speak) necessarily supple- 
mented by an appearance to the 
Church. The several revelations 
to individuals (Luke xxiv. 31, 34) 
prepared the way for this mani- 
festation to the body; and gave 
occasion for the gathering of the 
disciples. It could not but be 
that the tidings, which must 
have been spread through the 


evening, on that day, the 


company of believers, should 
cause many to come together, 
and perhaps to the “upper room” 
where the Last Supper was held. 
Comp. Acts i. 13. 

There are in the company 
those who had already seen the 
Lord, that is, the women, the 
two disciples, and Simon Peter. 
Rupert sees in this the reason 
of the closed doors, The dis- 
ciples would guard against in- 
truders when they were speaking 
of these great hopes (Luke xxiv. 
33 ff.). 

Otons. . . OW... . Kal Tov O. 
xex.| When therefore . . . and 
when... Both details indicate 
the unexpectedness of the ap- 
pearance. It was late, and it 
might have been thought that 
Christ, if He had purposed to 
reveal Himself, would not have 
delayed His coming. ‘The doors 
were closed, and so the assembly 
seemed to be complete. 

éyias| » Comp. Luke xxiv. 29, 
33, 36. The hour was evidently 
late, about 8 p.m. Time must 
be allowed for the return of the 
disciples from Emmaus, who 
were not likely to leave Jeru- 
salem till after the evening 
prayer (Acts iii. 1). 

T. np. ékx.| on that day, that 
memorable day, the birthday of 
Christian life. Comp. i. 39 (40), 
v. 9, xi. 53 (xiv. 20, xvi. 23, 26), 
xix, 27, 31, xxi, 3; Mark iv. 35. 
The phrase corresponds with +. 
évvaut, éketvov; xi. 49, note. 
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t. Ovp.| Comp. v. 26. The 
clause can only have been added 
to mark the miraculousness of 
the Lord’s appearance. He came 
not in any ordinary, natural way. 
So it was that the disciples 
thought “they saw a spirit” 
(Luke xxiv. 37; comp. Matt. 
xiv. 26, Luke xxiv. 31). It is 
vain to speculate as to the 
manner in which He came, All 
that is set before us is that He 
was not bound by the present 
conditions of material existence 
which we observe. The Evan- 
gelist, it must be added, simply 
states the facts. He does not, as 
some later commentators, repre- 
sent the Lord as coming through 
the closed doors, or entering in 
any definite manner. 

ém. qo. ot pad.] where the dis- 
ciples were, “the eleven and they 
that were with them” in the 
words of St. Luke (xxiv. 33). 
Though St. Thomas was absent, 
the apostles as a body (‘the 
eleven”) were assembled. 

For dzov, which by a natural 
idiom includes the demonstrative 
—of that room where—comp. 
vi. 62; xi. 32; Mark v. 40. 

&a t. dof. t. “Iovd.] Comp. 
vii. 13. This clause explains 
the careful closing of the room. 
Rumours of the Resurrection 


had been spread, and it was as 
yet uncertain what policy the 
popular leaders would adopt. 

éory cis TO p.| Luke xxiv. 36, 
éorn &v péow. 

éoTm ... kat A€yer] The change 
of tense suggests the pause of 
silent, startled wonder before 
the words were spoken: Jesus 


... stood ..., and He saith}. .. 
Kip. ty.| pax vobis v. This 
was the ordinary salutation 


(comp. Luke x. 5), which is still 
in use, but here it was employed 
with a peculiar force. The dis- 
ciples were troubled, alarmed, 
fearful (comp. Luke xxiv. 37), 
and the Risen Lord by His 
Presence announced confidence 
and victory. Compare Gen. xliii. 
23 and ch. xiv. 27, the last words 
spoken (and perhaps spoken in 
the same room) before the Lord 
‘went out” to His Passion. 
*‘Numquid casu talem saluta- 
tionem attulit victor mortis re- 
gressus ab inferis? Quid enim ? 
Nonne inimicitias que hactenus 
inter Deum et homines fuerant 
tunc primum in carne sua sol- 
verat et idcirco pertulerat mortem 
ut genus humanum Deo recon- 
ciliaret” (Eph. ii. 17). (Rup.) 
KatadAndws pev otv Tots ave- 
pact dua Tov moAEnov, eipyvnv, Tals 


d€ yuvarét dua tHv Avmyv eday- 
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first day of the week, and when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be to you. And when he had said 
this, he shewed unto them both his hands and his 
side. The disciples therefore were glad, when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus therefore said to them again, 
Peace be to you: as the Father hath sent me, 


yerilerar xapdv (Matt. xxviii. 9). 
(Chrys. ) 

TovydpTo. Kal év Tals dylats 
pddiora ovvddos Aro ovvagecr 
wap avtas Tod pvaornpiov Tas 
dpxas Totro Kai iets aAAzxAots 
gapev. (Cyr. Alex.) 

20. x. r. xeup. K. 7. mAeup.| 
There is a solemn pathos in the 


full form of description. St. 
Luke notices “ His hands and 
His feet” (xxiv. 40). St. John 


had specially recorded the pierc- 
ing of the side, and hence he 
naturally recalled that wound. 

éxap. obv of pab.] The disciples 
therefore were glad . . . (comp. 
xvi. 22), At first ‘‘ they believed 
not for joy” (Luke xxv. 41); 
but the joy of kindled hope 
became only fuller when it was 
changed into the joy of con- 
viction; when they saw (idédvres, 
comp. xvi. 16) the Lord, and 
knew beyond all doubt (20) that 
it was He Himself. 

Rupert speaks of the wound- 
marks as ‘‘caritatis et obedi- 
enti signa, veneranda nostre 
cause patrocinia, nostrique amo- 
ris eterna incitamenta, et honoris 
impiorum perpetua incendia.” 

They were a sign not to be 
mistaken. Comp. Sulpic. Sev. 
Vit. Mart. Turon, ¢. xxiv. (“ex 
ipso ore Martini cognovi ”). 


“Martine quid dubitas cre- 
dere cum videas? Christus ego 
sum. Tum ille revelante sibi 
Spiritu ut intellegeret diabolum 
esse non Deum Non Se, inquit, 
Jesus Dominus purpuratum et 
diademate renitentem venturum 
esse predixit. Ego Christum 
nisi in eo habitu-formaque que 
passus est, nisi crucis  stig- 
mata preferentem, venisse non 
credam.” 

tT. kup.| v. 2. 

Q1. ciz.... wad. Hip. ip.] The 
necessary preparation was now 
completed. When doubt was 
overcome the new work was 
announced. The first ‘“ Peace” 
was the restoration of personal 
confidence; the second “ Peace” 
was the preparation for work. 
Both, however, are equally ex- 
tended to all present, There is 
not the least indication that. the 
second ‘ Peace” was addressed to 
the apostles alone. Ipse quippe 
dat per prophetam promissam 
pacem super pacem (Isa, xxvi. 3). 

Ka, admeot, p. 6 TAT. . . . 
The mission of Christ is her 
regarded not in the point of its 
historical fulfilment (sent), but 
in the permanence of its effects 
(hath sent). The form of the 
fulfilment of Christ’s mission 
was now to be changed, but the 
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mission itself was still continued 
and still effective. The apostles 
were commissioned to carry on 
Christ’s work, and not to begin 
anew one. Their office was an 
application of His office accord- 
ing to the needs of men (2 Cor, 
v. 18 ff.). 10 epyov 7d eudv, dyoiv 
dvabdéxecbe, date Oappetre Ott owe- 
copa bpiv. (Theophylact.) See 
Additional Note. 

22. evepro.|insufflavitv. Comp. 
Gen. 1. 7 (LXX.). The same 
image which was used to describe 
the communication of the natural 
life, is here used to express the 
communication of the new, spiri- 
tual life of re-created humanity. 

Rupert remarks: “Qui ergo 
tunc insufflavit ut fieret homo 
in animam viventem, nunc idem 
insuffavit ut anima _ viventis 
hominis spiritum sanctum acci- 
peret.” 

So Cyril of Alexandria says: 
ypape 6 Mwvojs wept ths apxaias 
npav Synplovpyias dru evepvonoev 
eis TO TpOTwTOV adTod mvonv Cuns. 
ws ovv e& dpyns éerAdcOn Kal yé- 
yovey ovTw Kal dvakawwiterat, Kal 
dorep énoppwOn tote Kat’ eikova 
Tov KticavTos olTw Kal viv TH TOD 
mvevparos peTovoia mpos éupeperav 
peratAdrrerat Tov idiov Townrod. 

The “breath” (zvetya) is an 
emblem of the Spirit, iii. 8; and 
by “breathing,” as Augustine 
observes, the Lord showed that 
the Spirit was not the Spirit of 
the Father only but also His 
own. (‘Insufflando significavit 
Spiritum sanctum non Patris so- 
lius esse Spiritum sed et suum”), 

The act is described as one 


(evepionoe) and not repeated. 
The gift was once for all, not to 
individuals but to the abiding 
body. 

avrois| There is nothing to 
limit the pronoun to “the ten.” 
It appears from Luke xxiv. 33, 
that there was a general gather- 
ing of the believers in Jerusalem 
(those with them: in v. 24, ‘the 
twelve” are evidently distin- 
guished from “the disciples”). 
There is a Jewish legend that 
when Moses laid his hand on 
Joshua, God said, “In this world 
only individuals possess the gift 
of prophecy, but in ‘the world 
to come’ (the Messianic age) all 
Israelites shall be seers: Joel ili. 
1” (Midrash Tanchuma, 65 e, 
quoted by Wiinsche). 

AaBere| Literally, Take, The 
choice of word seems to mark 
the personal action of man in 
this reception. He is not wholly 
passive even in relation to the 
divine gift. The same word is 
used of “life” (x. 17f.) and 
“words” (xii. 48).. The pbrase 
recurs Acts viii. 15, 17, 19 (x. 
47, é\. ro w. 76 G.), Xix. 2. 

mvedpa ay.| the Holy Spirit, 
or rather, in order to express 
the absence of the article, a gift 
of the Holy Spirit (comp. vii. 39), 
even the power of the new life 
proceeding from the Person of 
the Risen Christ. The presence 
of this new life of humanity in 
the disciples communicated to 
them by Christ was the necessary 
condition for the descent of the 


Holy Spirit on the day of Pente- 


cost. The Spirit which the Lord 
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And when he had said this, 


he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive’ 


1 or Take. 


imparted to them was His Spirit, 
or, as it may be expressed, the 
Holy Spirit as dwelling in Him. 
By this He first quickened them, 
and then sent, according to His 
promise, the Paraclete to be with 
them, and to supply all power 
for the exercise of their different 
functions. The relation of the 
Paschal to the Pentecostal gift is 
therefore the relation of quicken- 
ing to endowing (of Baptism to 
Confirmation). The one answers 
to the power of the Resurrection, 
and the other to the power of 
the Ascension (Godet); the one 
to victory and the other to 
sovereignty. The characteristic 
effect of the Pentecostal gift was 
shown in the exercise of supre- 
macy potentially universal. The 
characteristic effect of the Pas- 
chal gift was shown in the new 
faith by which the disciples were 
gathered into a living society 
(comp. Luke xxiv. 45). All those 
interpretations of the words 
which limit them to a particular 
gift, as of working miracles, or 
of knowledge, or the like, fall 
completely short of the meaning 
which points to an endowment 
not occasional but perpetual, To 
regard the words and act as a 
promise only and a symbol of 
the future gift is wholly arbitrary 
and unnatural. 

Rupert sees in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit proceeding from 
Christ the one remission of sins 
in Baptism: in the outpouring 
at Pentecost from the Father the 
manifold endowments of grace 
answering to the different capaci- 
ties of believers. 


The gift was for the body, and 
Cyrilof Alexandria rightly argues 
that Thomas, though absent, 
shared in it. 

23. The pronouns in this case 
are unemphatic. The main 
thought which the words convey 
is that of the reality of the power 
of absolution from sin granted 
to the Church, and not of the 
particular organisation through 
which the power is administered. 
There is nothing in the context, 
as has been seen, to show that 
the gift was confined to any 
particular group (as the apostles) 
among the whole company pre- 
sent. The commission therefore 
must be regarded properly as 
the commission of the Christian 
society and not as that of the 
Christian ministry. (Comp. 
Matt. v. 13, 14.) The great 
mystery of the world, absolutely 
insoluble by thought, is that of 
sin; the mission of Christ was 
to bring salvation from sin, and 
the work of His Church is to 
apply to all that which He has 
gained. Christ risen was Him- 
self the sign of the completed 
overthrow of death, the end of 
sin, and the impartment of His 
Life necessarily carried with it 
the fruit of His conquest. Thus 
the promise is in one sense an 
interpretation of the gift. The 
gift of the Holy Spirit finds its 
application in the communication 
or withholding of the powers of 
the new Life. sie 

“Ecclesia caritas que per 
Spiritum Sanctum diffunditur 
in cordibus nostris participum 
suorum 'peccata dimittit ; eorum 
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autem qui non sunt eius partici- 
pes tenet.” (Aug.) 

The promise, as being made 
not to one but to the society, 
carries with it of necessity, though 
this is not distinctly expressed, 
the character of perpetuity ; the 
society never dies (comp. v. 21). 
In this respect the promise 
differs essentially from that to 
St. Peter (Matt. xvi. 18 f.), 
which was distinctly personal. 
And the scope of the promise 
differs from that formerly given 
to the society (Matt, xviii. 18 f.), 
which concerns the enactment 
of ordinances and not the ad- 
ministration of that which is 
purely spiritual. At the same 
time this promise carries that 
forward to a higher region. As 
that promise gave the power of 
laying down the terms of fellow- 
ship, so this gives a living and 
abiding power to declare the fact 
and the conditions of forgiveness. 
The conditions, as interpreted by 
the apostolic practice, no less 
than by the circumstances of the 
case, refer to character (comp. 
Luke xxiv. 47). The gift, and 


4 Omit ody and d\AX\o N*. 
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5 rérov A. 


the refusal of the gift, are re- 
garded in relation to classes and 
not in relation to individuals, 
The use of the plural appears in 
some degree to indicate this (av 
Twwyv, avrois); and still more the 
necessity of giving to “retain” 
an application corresponding with 
that of ‘‘remit.” It is impossible 
to contemplate an absolute indi- 
vidual exercise of the power of 
“retaining ” ; so far it is contrary 
to the scope of the passage to 
seek in it a direct authority for 
the absolute individual exercise 
of the “remitting.” At the same 
time the exercise of the power 
must be placed in the closest 
connexion with the faculty of 
spiritual discernment consequent 
upon the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Compare | John ii. 18 ff. 

adnre| remiseritis v. This is 
the only place in St. John’s 
Gospel where the word occurs in 
this connexion. Comp. 1 John 
i, 9, ii, 12. The use is frequent 
in the Synoptists. 


apewvT.... Kexpar. | remittuntur 


. retenta suntv. The use 
of the perfect in these two words 
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asye the Holy Spirit': whose soever sins ye forgive, 
they are forgiven unto them; whose soever sins ye 


retain, they are retained. 


22 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, 


2 was not with them when Jesus came. 


The other 


disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the 


Lord. 


But he said unto them, Except I shall see 


in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 


finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
1 or a gift of the Holy Spirit. 


expresses the absolute efficacy of 
the power. No interval separates 
the act from the issue. There is 
perfect harmony, perfect coinci- 
dence, between the divine voice 
through the society and the divine 
will. 

kpatyre] retinueritis v.; hold 
fast, so that they may not pass 
away from him to whom they 
attach. The word xpareiv is used 
several times in the Apocalypse 
of “holding fast doctrine” and 
the like (ii. 13 ff., 25, iii, 11). 


4, The revelation to the anxious 
questioner. The Lord gives con- 
viction by sight and blessing to 
faith (wv. 24—29) 

This section is entirely peculiar 
to St. John. 

24, @wpu.] Comp. xi. 16, note. 

t. 600.] Comp. vi. 67, note. 

odk Hv per’ adtr.] The cause of 
the absence of St. Thomas is not 
expressed or hinted at. It is 
easy to imagine that one of his 
temperament (see xi. 16) would 
prefer to wait in solitude for 
some light upon the mystery of 
the Passion. 

25. €\. ov air. . . .] The 
assurance of joy was of necessity 
conveyed to him who had not 


VOL, I. 


received it; and it was given in 
its completest form, ‘Ewpdxapev 
tov Kvpuov, where the absence of 
a pronoun throws the stress upon 
the verb. 

The reply of St. Thomas re- 
veals how he had dwelt upon the 
terrible details of the Passion 
The wounds of the Lord are for 
him still gaping, as he had seen 
them. He must be able to re- 
concile that reality of death with 
life before he can believe. Just 
as before (xi. 16) he sets the most 
extreme case before himself and 
will face that. It is further to 
be remarked that the Lord had 
offered the test of touch to the 
disciples on the former occasion 
(Luke xxiv. 39, 40). It is likely, 
therefore, that St. Thomas shaped 
his words according to what 
they had told him (v. 20, xetpas, 
tevpdv). He must enjoy directly, 
so he argues, the same attestation 
as the others had had, and not 
simply receive it by hearsay. 
The correspondence is full of 
interest. 

TUT. . tum.| fieuram... 
locwm v, The reading rérov for 
tirov in the second instance is 
nothing more than an early and 
natural mistake. The repetition 
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of the same word is significant ; 
and the A.V. has obliterated an- 
other example of the same use by 
substituting, here and in »v. 27, 
thrust thy hand for put (Badw) thy 
hand in the second clause. 

ov py mort.| The emphatic 
denial (comp. vi. 37) corresponds 
with the temper which hopes at 
once and fears intensely. ‘Thou 
fool (Raca),” is a Jewish saying, 
“if thou hadst not seen thou 
wouldest not have believed: thou 
art a mocker ” (Baba Bathra,75 a, 
quoted by Wiinsche). 

26. eG” Hu. oxr. . . .| During 
this interval, as far as appears, 
the disciples were left to ponder 
over and take into their hearts 
the facts of Easter Day. No 
fresh manifestations seem to 
have been made to them, At 
length, therefore, they were free, 
as the Festival and the Sabbath 
were over, to go to Galilee. Yet 
it was natural for them to look 
for some fresh token of hope on 
the first weekly return of the 
day of the Resurrection. No- 
thing is said of the time of their 
gathering. It may have been 
in the evening (7.¢., the beginning 
of the Jewish day) when they 


were preparing for their de-, 


parture from Jerusalem on the 


morrow. However this may have 
been, Thomas, in spite of his un- 
satisfied misgivings, had not left 
their company. He showed faith 
in act if not in thought. On the 
other hand, the ten had not ex- 
cluded him, though unconvinced, 
from their society. 

madkw...éow...] The words 
imply that the gathering was 
held in the same place and under 
the same circumstances as before. 
Yet it is perhaps not without — 
meaning that the words “for — 
fear of the Jews” (v. 19) are not — 
repeated, The power of the new © 
life had freed them from this, 
though their doors were closed, 
The phrase “his disciples” (v. 19 
“the disciples”), when the Lord’s 
name has not preceded, will be — 
noticed. Comp. xix. 4, note, — 
Rupert strangely supposes that 
this appearance took place “on — 
the mountain” in Galilee, in © 
Nazareth, and perhaps in the ~ 
house of Mary. : 

épx. 6 ’Ino.]| The unconnected 
phrase is very solemn: Jesus — 
cometh, 

27. elra Ney....| By recalling 
St. Thomas’ own words the Lord — 
shows that He was present at the 
very time when St. Thomas was 
questioning His Resurrection. 
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And after eight 


days again his disciples were within, and Thomas 
with them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be to you. 
a7 ‘Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and see my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
put it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
2s Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and 


ie] (v. 25). One look was 


enough, 

py you. . | become not. . . 
Belief and unbelief both grow. 
St. Thomas “was” not, but he 
“was on the way to be,” faith- 
less. And yet further the tense 
of the verb (u) yivov) marks the 
process as continually going on, 
The transformation is regarded as 
present and not as a future result, 

The exact correspondence of 
the two words dmoros, murrtds 
cannot be adequately rendered 
in English: “unbelieving” . . . 
“believing,” and “faithless” . . , 
faithful,” both fall short of the 
idea, 
28. Everything combines to 

show that St. Thomas did not 
_ employ the test which he had 
himself proposed (¢.9., hast seen, 
not hast touched). The presence 
of the Lord enabled him to feel 
at once that what he had un- 
consciously desired was some- 
thing more than could be assured 
to him by mere sensible testing, 
He recognised the Lord, but that 
was not all. So far the criterion 
which he imagined might have 
brought conviction. But he 
knew also that his Lord was 
more than man, Having set 
before himself distinctly the ex- 
tent of his hope he was better 


able than others to perceive how 
the revelation of the Lord went 
beyond it. In his example it is 
seen that faith is not measured 
by sight, while it is the inter- 
pretation of actual phenomena. 
The conviction comes through 
the reading of thought. Comp. 
i, 48 f, 

‘O Kup. pw. k. 6 Oe, .] The words 
are beyond question addressed to 
Christ (efrev airé), and cannot 
but be understood as a confession 
of belief as to His Person (comp. 
Syn. Gc. v. Can. 12, De tribus 
capitulis) expressed in the form 
of an impassioned address. The 
discipline of self-questioning, fol- 
lowed by the revelation of tender 
compassion and divine knowledge, 
enabled St. Thomas to rise to the 
loftiest view of the Lord given 
in the Gospels, His sublime, 
instantaneous confession, won 
from doubt, closes historically 
the progress of faith which St, 
John traces. At first (ch. i. 1) 
the Evangelist declared his own 
faith: at the end he shows that 
this faith was gained in the 
actual intercourse of the dis- 
ciples with Christ. The record 
of this confession therefore forms 
the appropriate close to his nar- 
rative; and the words which 
follow show that the Lord ac- 
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cepted the declaration of His 
Divinity as the true expression 
of faith. He never speaks of 
Himself directly as God (comp. 
v. 18), but the aim of His reve- 
lation was to lead men to see 
God in Him, 

“Videbat tangebatque homi- 
nem et confitebatur Deum quem 
non videbat neque tangebat.” 
(Aug.) . 

The same words occur in Ps, 
xxxiv, (xxxv.) 23 (LXX.), rpéo- 
X€s TH Kpioe pov 6 eds prov Kat 
6 KUpLos pov, eis THY Siknv pov. 

29. “Or. éwpax....] There is 
a power and clearness in the 
confession which rests on thought 
and vision, but the Lord shows 
a happier triumph. The first 
clause of His reply is half inter- 
rogative, half exclamatory (comp. 
xvi. 31). Then follows the great 
promise for all ages, based on 
the experience of the first week 
of the proclamation of the good 
tidings: Blessed are they that saw 
not and yet believed, believed not 
simply from the word of others 
but from actual experience, which 
told them that Christ was risen, 
because He was indeed with 
them. Report, like sight, is the 
occasion, and not the final stay 
of faith. The change of tense 
in the participle (reriorevxas . . . 


2 Insert avrop CDGLT¢XT. 


iddvres) evidently marks the state- 
ment as realised already in the 
Christian society. There must 


have been many disciples who 


had only heard of the appear- 
ances on Easter Day, and of 
these some at least had believed. 
Their ‘“ happiness” (jaxdpuor, 
comp. Matt. v. 3ff.) lay in the 
fact that at once they were in 
sympathy with the facts of the 
unseen order, 

This last and greatest of the 
Beatitudes is the peculiar heri- 
tage of the later Church. Comp. 
1 Pet. i. 6 fi. 


The close and purpose of the 
record (vv. 30, 31) 


30. The particle of connexion 
in this verse is difficult to express 
(7oAAG pev otv... Tatra dé...) 
The Evangelist seems to say, 
looking back upon the repre- 
sentative events which he had 
related, crowned by the events 
of the Resurrection: “So then, 
as naturally might be expected 
by any reader who has followed 
the course of my narrative, many 
other signs did Jesus .. . but out 
of the whole sum these are written 
...” (For the construction see 
Mark xvi. 19f.; Luke iii. 18 f. ; 
Acts viii. 4f., and often; the pév 
answers to dé in v, 31, and the 


( 
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2 my God. Jesus saith to him, Because thou hast 
seen me, thou hast believed’: blessed are they that 


30 


saw not, and yet believed. 


So then many other signs did Jesus in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written in this book: 


‘but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus 


is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 


may have life in his name. 


1! or hast thou believed ? 


ovv marks the transition.) The 
“signs” referred to cannot be 
limited to those of the Risen 
Christ, though these illuminated 
and interpreted the remainder. 
The clause “‘in the presence of 
His disciples,” however, belongs 
primarily to these, inasmuch as 
they were confined to the experi- 
ence of believers, The-statement 
is of primary importance in con- 
nexion with the scope of the 
Gospel. It was not St. John’s 
purpose to write a ‘‘ Life” of the 
Lord. His work was a Gospel 
and not a biography. 

31. Wamor....K. a... Cw. ex. 
év...] The object of the Gospel 
is described under its two main 
aspects, intellectual and moral. 


It was designed to produce a 


twofold conviction, and through 
this the enjoyment of a life-giving 


‘faith: these things are written in 


order that readers may believe, 
that Jesus—perfect man—is the 
Christ, the fulfiller of the hopes 


- and promises of Israel (comp. 


Matt. i. 16), and also the Son of 
God (comp. Luke iii. 23, 38), the 


fulfiller of the destiny of man- 
kind ; and then, in virtue of this 
belief, held as a present power, 
may have life in His name, that 
is, in fellowship with Him as 
revealed in the fulness of His 
double nature. This declaration 
of the purpose of the Gospel 
corresponds most closely with the 
Apostle’s declaration of the pur- 
pose of his Epistle, 1 John i. 3, 4. 
In both cases a historic message 
is made the spring of the highest 
blessing of “life,” of divine 
* fellowship.” 

Loy éxnte| Comp. 1 John v. 13, 
The general relation between the 
Christology of the Gospel and of 
the first Kpistle of St. John is of 
the highest interest and signifi- 
cance. In the Gospel the Evan- 
gelist shows step by step that the 
historic Jesus was the Christ, 
the Son of God (opposed to mere 
“ flesh”); in the Epistle he re- 
affirms that the Christ, the Son 
of God, was true man (opposed 
to mere “ spirit”: 1 John iv. 2). 
The correspondences and differ- 
ences are equally striking. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE ON CHAP. XX. 21 


In this verse the tenses of the 
verbs (dméoraAke [not améoretne | 


and réyrw) (I.), and the differ- 


ence of the verbs themselves 
(drooré\Aw—réurrw), require to 
be noticed (II.). 
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I. The mission of Christ is 
sometimes (1) contemplated in 
the one specific fact of the Incar- 
nation (dmécreiXe aor.) ; some- 
times (2) it is contemplated in its 
abiding issues (dmréoraAxe, perf.). 
A study of the passages in which 
the two forms are severally used 
will bring out their exact meaning, 

1. In the following passages 
the aorist (dréoreXe) is used ; 
iii, 17, 34, viii. 42 (in combination 
with the perfect éAjAvba), x. 36, 
xi. 42, xvii. 3, 8 (with eépAGov), 
18 (with dméorera of the dis- 
ciples), 21, 23, 25. In these 
passages there is no variation 
of reading. In the following 
passages diréoreXe is unquestion- 
ably the true reading, though 
the variant dméoraAKe occurs in 
some early authorities: v. 38 


(with aorevere), vi. 29 (with © 


iva murtevnte), Vi. 57 (with £3), 
vii. 29 (with eiué); 1 Johniy. 10. 

In all these cases it will be 
found that the exact force of the 
teaching lies in the actual fact 
of Christ’s mission. 

2. The perfect (améoradxe) is 
far more rare. It occurs with- 
out any variation in 1 Johniv. 14 
(with refedpeba and poprupodper). 
It is also unquestionably the true 
reading in v. 36, xx. 21; 1 John 
iv. 9, though the variant dzéoreiX€ 
is found in these passages, 

The use of the perfect else- 
where is sufficiently frequent to 
show that it preserves its proper 
sense, and describes a mission 
which continues in its present 
effects. Comp. ch. v. 33, Luke iv. 
18; Acts vii. 35 (read dwéaradkev 
ovv xepi), ix. 17, x. 20, xv. 27, 
xvi. 36; 2 Cor. xii. 17 (in con- 


nexion with érAeovéextyoa, ovvare- 
area). 

The combined use of the aorist 
and perfect in 1 John iv. 9 ff. is 
singularly instructive. 

II. The contrast between the 
verbs (arogré\Xw, réutrw) in the 
two clauses is obviously signifi- 
cant. Both verbs are used of 
the mission of the Son, and of 
the mission of believers, but with 
distinct meanings. The former 
(arocréAdw) corresponds with the 
idea of our own words “ des- 
patch” and “envoy,” and con- 
veys the accessory notions of a 
special commission, and so far 
of a delegated authority in the 
person sent. The simple verb 
mwéurw marks nothing more than 
the immediate relation of the 
sender to the sent. 

The passages in which azo- 
oréAXw is used by St. John of the 
Mission of the Son have been 
already quoted. 

It is used of the mission of the 
disciples : iv. 38, xvii. 18. Comp. 
Matt. x. 5, 16, xxi, 34, 36, xxiii. 
37; Mark vi. 7; Luke ix. 2, 
xxii. 35. 

The force of the word is illus- 
trated by the other passages in 
which it is found: i. 6, 19, 24, 
iii, 28, v. 33, vii. 32, xi. 3. These 
passages help to bring out the 
meaning of the phrase in xviii. 
24, by which it is implied that 
the Lord was “ despatched” to 
Caiaphas as already bearing His 
condemnation, and stamped with 
the mark of Annas, 

The usage of réuzrw in St. John 
as applied to the Mission of the 
Son is distinguished gramma- 
tically from that of drooré\Aw. 
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After these things Jesus manifested himself again 


to the disciples at the sea 


’"Aroore\Aw is always used in 
finite tenses, and zéuzrw is always 
used in the participial form (e.g., 
6 mémpas pe, 6 matip 6 méuas), 
though 6 déooreiAas is found else- 
where: Matt. x. 40; Mark ix, 
37; Luke ix, 48, x. 16. 

Iléu7w is used of disciples here 
and in ch. xiii. 20. It is also 
used of the Spirit, xiv. 26, xvi. 7. 

The two words appear in close 
connexion, i, 19, 22, 24, iv. 34, 
38 (a contrast to this passage), 
v. 36, 37, 38, vi. 29, 38, 44, 57, 
vii. 28, 29. In chapters xii.— 
xvi. wéumw only is used; in ch. 
xvii. only adrooréAAw, and so also 
in Ep. 1. 

The general result of the 
examination of these facts seems 
to be that in this charge the 
Lord presents His own Mission 
as the one abiding Mission of the 
Father; this He fulfils through 
His church. His disciples receive 
no new commission, but carry out 
His. Comp. Matt. xxviii. 20; 
Heb. iii. 1. They are not (in 
this respect) His envoys, but in 
a secondary degree envoys of the 
Father. Comp. 2 Cor. v. 20; 
Col. i. 24. Their work too begins 
with the reception of the new 
life (J am sending, not J will send. 
Compare J ascend). 





Eri1toeus, ch, xxi 


This chapter is evidently an 
appendix to the Gospel, which 
is completed by ch. xx. It is 
impossible to suppose that it was 
the original design of the Evan- 
gelist to add the incidents of 
ch. xxi. after ch, xx. 30 f., which 
verses form a solemn close to 


of Tiberias; and he mani- 


his record of the great history of 
the conflict of faith and unbelief 
in the life of Christ. And the 
general scope of the contents of 
this chapter is distinct from the 
development of the plan which 
is declared to be completed in 
ch. xx. The. manifestation of 
the Lord which is given in detail 
in it is not designed to create 
faith in the fact of His Resurrec- 
tion, but to illustrate His action 
in the Society; He guides and 
supports and assigns their parts 
to His disciples. 

On the other hand, it is equally 
clear that xxi, 1—23 was written 
by the author of the Gospel. The 
style and the general character 
of the language alike lead to 
this conclusion ; and there is no 
evidence to show that the Gospel 
was published before the appendix 
was added to it. 

The occasion of the addition 
is probably to be found in the 
circulation of the saying of the 
Lord as to St. John (xxi. 23). 
The clear exposition of this saying 
carried with it naturally a recital 
of the circumstances under which 
it was spoken. 

The contents of the chapter 
are peculiar to St. John. 

The narrative falls into two 
main divisions : 

1. The Lord and the body of 
disciples. Their work: His gift 
(xxi. 1—14). 

II. The Lord and individual 
disciples. His determination of 
their work (xxi. 15—23). 

The last two verses (24—25) 
contain an identification of the 
writer of the Gospel, and a re- 
newed testimony (comp. xx. 30) 
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to the infinite multiplicity of 
Christ’s works. 


1. Tae LorD AND THE BODY 
oF piscipLes (1—14). This 
section falls into two parts : 

i. The work of the disciples 
first wrought of their own pleasure 
(1—3), and then in obedience to 
the Lord’s directions (4—11). 

ii. The Lord’s gift of susten- 
ance (12—14). 

i. The Work of the Disciples 
(1—11). 

Cuar. XXI. 1. Mera radra] 
Comp. v. 1, vi. 1. Such an in- 
definite mark of time is not 
unsuitable to the character of 
this narrative as an appendix 
to the original plan of the Gospel. 

épav. éavt.| The same word 
gavepow is used of the appear- 
ances of the Lord after the 
Resurrection in the conclusion 
of St. Mark’s Gospel, xvi. 12, 14. 
The active form, which occurs in 
this verse only (contrast v. 14), 
marks the appearance as depend- 
ing on the Lord’s will. He was 
so pleased to reveal Himself. 
Comp. ii. 11, vii. 4. This special 
manifestation of the Risen Christ 
is part of the whole ‘ manifesta- 
tion” through the Incarnation 
(ch, i, 31; 1 John i, 2, iii. 5, 8; 


mpwias d€ yon ywomerns* earn 
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comp. 1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Pet. i. 20) 
which is consummated at the 
Return (1 John ii. 28, iii. 2; 
comp. Col. iii. 4; 1 Pet. v. 4). 
awadw] The word does not 
exclude the idea of other inter- 
vening manifestations, but places 
the narrative which follows as 
parallel with the former nar- 
ratives in being a manifestation 
to ‘the disciples” (xx. 19, 24f.), 
that is, in all probability, the 
apostles, the disciples in the 
narrower sense, though “the 
twelve” were not all assembled 
on this occasion, but at most 
“seven” only. See note on », 2. 
ert t. Oar. 7. TiB.] Comp. vi. 1. 
This name does not occur else- 
where in the Gospels. The re- 
turn of the disciples to Galilee 
is indicated in Matt. xxviii. 7; 
Mark xvi. 7. Before the As- 
cension they came again to Jeru- 
salem and continued there till 
after Pentecost (Acts i. 4). The 
words in Luke xxiv. 44 ff. appear 
to be a summary of teaching at 
different times during the forty 
days. It is important to observe 
that St. John takes account of 
both groups of appearances of 
the Risen Lord. St. Matthew 
only notices the appearance to 
“the eleven” in Galilee, and 
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There were together 


Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Na- 
thanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, 


sand two other of his disciples. 
to them, I go a fishing. 
They went forth, and entered 


also come with thee. 


Simon Peter saith 
They say to him, We 


into the ship; and in that night they took nothing. 
4But when day was now breaking, Jesus stood on 


St. Luke only appearances at 
Jerusalem. 

édpav. 8. otr.] The repetition 
of a prominent word is charac- 
teristic of St. John’s style. The 
Evangelist states the fact first, 
and then, as it were after a 
pause, goes back to recall the 
details of it. Comp. xiii. 1 ff. 

2. "Ho. éu.] The enumeration 
which follows seems to show that 
all present belonged to the same 
neighbourhood. 

@wp.] In Acts i. 13, Thomas 
is joined with Philip, so that 
he may have been of Bethsaida 
(i, 44). 

Naf.] See i, 45. The addi- 
tion “of Cana” throws light 
upon the connexion of i. 45 ff. 
and ii, 1 ff., where the detail is 


not given. 


ot tr. ZeB.]) Matt. xx. 20, 
xxvl. 37, xxvii. 56. 
dAdo. . . . Ovo] The record 


of the first chapter suggests 
that these two may have been 
Andrew (i. 41) and Philip 
(i. 43 ff.). Yet it is more prob- 
able that these two were “ dis- 
ciples” in the wider sense, and 
that St. John places himself 
and his brother last among the 
apostles. Under any circum- 
stances the position of “the sons 
of Zebedee” in the enumeration 


is not that which any other 
writer than St. John would have 
given tc them. 

3. Su. Iler.] Even here St. 
Peter takes the lead in action. 
The disciples seem to have con- 
tinued their ordinary work, 
waiting calmly for the sign 
which should determine their 
future. Comp, Luke xxii. 36; 
2 Thess, iii. 8; Acts xviii. 3. 

e&nr0.| They went forth from 
the house, probably at Caper- 
naum or Bethsaida, in which 
they were now staying. 

t. wAotov| Comp. vi. 17 ff. In 
the first place where the word 
occurs (vi. 17) there is no article 
according to the true reading. 
Here “the ship” is mentioned 
as part of the ordinary equip- 
ment for the fisher’s work. It 
may be naturally supposed that 
when St. Peter ‘left all” (Luke 
v. 11) those who retained posses- 
sion of his property respected his 
right when he reclaimed it. The 
word «ius (immediately A.V.) 
must be omitted. 

év éxeivyn tT. vux.] The emphatic 
pronoun perhaps implies that 
the want of success was unusual 
with them. The night was the 
most favourable time for fishing. 
Comp. Luke v. 5. 

4, rpw. 3. 49. yw.] The true 
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reading ywopervns (not yevoperns) 
gives the more vivid picture: 
when the day was now breaking. 
The exact time is significant for 
the interpretation of the incident. 

éatyn ‘Ino. eis 7. aly.] Came, 
as the phrase implies, from some 
unknown quarter, and stood on 
the beach. See Acts xxvii. 39 f., 
xxi, 5; Matt. xiii, 2,48. Comp. 
xx. 19, 26. Interpreters at all 
times have pointed to the sig- 
nificant contrast in the positions 
of the Lord and the disciples, 
He on the firm ground, they on 
the restless waters. 

ov pevt. 70.| howbeit . . . knew 
not... The clause is added as 
something strange (pévro, iv. 27, 
xii. 42). Itis vain to give any 
simply natural explanation of 
the failure of the disciples to 
recognise Christ. After the 
Resurrection He was known as 
He pleased, and not necessarily 
at once (ch. xx. 14ff.; Luke 
xxiv. 31). Yet it is easy to 
understand that the disciples 
were preoccupied with their 
work, as Mary Magdalene with 


2 loxvoay APXTA, 


her sorrow (xx. 14, an exact 
parallel), so that the vision of 
the divine was obscured. 

5. Ney. odbv adr. “Ino. . . «| 
Jesus therefore ... as desiring 
to bring them to a knowledge of 
Himself. The words might be 
taken as the question of one who 
wished to buy what they had. 

Ilad.] puert v. The word 
maoia marks the difference of 
age or position, and not the 
tie of relationship (rexvia, xiii. 
33). Comp. 1 John ii. 13, 18 
(zadia) with 1 John ii. 1, 12 
(true reading rexvia), 28, iii. 7, 
18, iv. 4, v. 21. Here it is 
probably no more than a fami- 
liar address. The form of the 
question (uy TL, nuwmquid v.) sug- 
gests a negative answer. See 
iv. 29. 

mpoo.| pulmentarium vy. Pro- 
bably something to eat with 
bread (xpoogpayov answers to 
the Attic dpov). This was com- 
monly fish, so that the synony- 
mous word (dWdpiov) came to be 
used for fish (vi. -9 f.). 

6. «is r. de] The definiteness 


VER, 5—8] 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST, JOHN 363 


the beach: howbeit the disciples knew not that it 
swas Jesus. Jesus therefore saith to them, Children, 
have ye aught to eat? They answered him, No. 
6And he said to them, Cast the net on the right 
side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast there- 
-fore, and now they were not able to draw it for the 
7multitude of fishes. That disciple therefore whom 
Jesus loved saith to Peter, It is the Lord. Simon 
Peter therefore having heard that it was the Lord, 
girt his coat about him (for he was naked), and 
scast himself into the sea. But the other disciples 
came in the boat (for they were not far from the 


of the command (contrast Luke 
v. 4) explains the readiness with 
which it was obeyed. 

Axvoa] to draw it up into 
the boat, as contrasted with 
the “dragging” (cvpev) it after 
the boat. In the end it was 
“drawn ” up to the land (v. 11). 
Wilson speaks of the fish in the 
lake as being seen ‘‘in dense 
masses” (Recovery of Jerusalem, 
p. 341). 

7, rey. ob 6 pal. éx....] He 
was able to read in a moment 
by a certain sympathy with 
Christ the meaning of the sign. 
In this power of insight Christ’s 
love to him was illustrated, so 
that the title becomes, as it were, 
a thanksgiving. See viii. 23. 

Sup. odv Ler. dx. . . .] Simon 
Peter therefore having heard .. . 
The revelation came to him from 
without, and no longer from 
within (Matt. xvi. 17), but he 
at once acted upon it. He could 
not wait for the slow progress of 
the boat, but with swift resolve 
“cast himself into the sea” (con- 
trast Matt. xiv. 28 ff.), having 


first “ girt his coat” (érevdirys, 
an upper garment. See LXX. 
1 Sam. xviii. 4, “robe”; 2 Sam. 
xiii. 18; the word was adopted 
in later Hebrew for the “ frock ” 
of labourers) about him,” with 
instinctive reverence for the 
presence of his Master. While 
engaged in his work he was 
“naked,” that is, probably, 
stripped of all but his light 
under-garment (comp. 1 Sam. 
xix. 24; Isa. xx. 2; Amos ii. 
16), though at present the word 
applies literally to Galilean 
fishermen; but these poor men, 
who have no boats, occupy a dif- 
ferent position from the apostles 
(Tristram, Land of Israel, pp. 
425 ff. ed. 3). 

8. 7. wAovap.| in the boat, The 
change of word may point to the 
use of some smaller vessel which 
was attached to the “ship,” as 
the words are distinguished in 
vi. 22; or it may be a more 
exact description of the vessel. 

ov ydp...] The clause ex- 
plains how they could easily do 
what is described, and soon gain 
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the shore. The distance was 
about a hundred yards. 

9, ‘Os ody deB.... Brew... .] 
So when... they see... They 
hasten to meet the Lord before 
they have secured their prize 
(v. 10). Zhe fire of charcoal 
(avOpaxia, xviii, 18), the fish 
(ydpiov), and the loaf (dpros), 
are spoken of in such a way as 
to suggest the thought that they 
were provided supernaturally. 
The Lord provides as He will, 
through human labour naturally, 
or otherwise. 


éyap....dpt....] A fish... 
a loaf... Compare vw, 13, Tov 
dptov .. . To dwapwov ... The 


thought of unity seems to be dis- 
tinctly presented (1 Cor. x. 17). 
10. The command was prob- 
ably given in order to mark 
- the gifts of the Lord as gifts to 
be used. Perhaps the use of 
owdpov (fish as food) here as con- 
trasted with ix6vs (fish generally) 
in the next verse emphasises the 
idea. 


ll. dveB. otv 3%. IL] Peter 
at once—again first in action— 
enters the vessel to which the 
net was fastened, and then draws 
it up after him on to the land. 

éx. tet. tTp.] Jerome quotes 
an opinion that there were so 
many kinds of fish, and adds 
that one of each kind was 
taken to show the universality 
of the work of the apostles (Jn 
Ezech. xlvii, 9), For other inter- 
pretations see Additional Note. 
The record of the exact number 
probably marks nothing more 
than the care with which the 
disciples reckoned their wonder- 
ful draught. The significant 
differences between the circum- © 
stances of the miraculous draught 
of fishes at the beginning of the 
Lord’s ministry (Luke v. 1 ff.), 
and of this after the Resur- 
rection, have frequently been 
noted. Augustine draws them 
out very well. The one miracle, 
he says, was the symbol of the 
Church at present, the other of 
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land, but about two hundred cubits off), dragging 


othe net full of fishes. 


So when they got out upon 


the land, they see a fire of charcoal there, and a 
10 fish laid thereon, and a loaf. Jesus saith to them, 


u Bring of the fish which ye have now taken. 


Simon 


Peter therefore went up, and drew the net to land, 
full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty and three: 
and for all there were so many, the net was not 


fast. 


Jesus saith to them, Come and break your 
And none of the disciples durst inquire of 


him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 


izJesus cometh, and taketh 


the Church perfected; in the 
one we have good and bad, in the 
other good only; there Christ 
also is on the water, here He is 
on the land; there the draught 
is left in the boats, here it is 
landed on the beach; there the 
nets are let down as it might be, 
here in a special part ; there the 
nets are rending, here they are 
not broken; there the boats are 
on the point of sinking with 
their load, here they are not 
laden; there the fish are not 
numbered, here the number is 
exactly given (Jn Joh, cxxt1. 7). 
It seems impossible not to ac- 
knowledge that there is a spiri- 
tual meaning in these variations 
of the two narratives which 
consistently converge to distinct 
ends, 

ii, The Lord’s Gift (12—14) 

The completion of the apostles’ 
work, hallowed now by the offer- 
ing of first-fruits, is followed by 
the bestowal of the Lord’s bless- 
ing. As He had made their 
labour fruitful, so now He gives 


the loaf, and giveth them, 


them of His Own. The absence 
of connecting particles in the 
true text of wv. 12f. gives a 
peculiar solemnity to the de- 
scription. 

12. dpior.] prandete v. The 
dpistov was the morning meal, 
as contrasted with deirvov the 
afternoon meal. Comp. Luke 
xiv. 12. In St. Matt. xxi. 4 ff, 
the guests invited to “the break- 
fast” refuse the invitation and 
go away to their day’s work. 

The Lord seems to have been 
still standing at some little dis- 
tance when He gave the invi- 
tation. The disciples held back 
in awe. They “knew that it 
was the Lord”; and still it is 
evident that He was in some 
way changed, 

ovo. éroA. .. . e€er.] The word 
eferdcar describes precise and 
careful inquiry and examination, 
Matt. ii. 8, x. 11. There is a 
conviction of reality which (in 
a sense) precludes certain forms 
of investigation as unfitting. 

13, épy. “Ino....] As the dis- 
ciples hang back Jesus cometh, 
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and gives to them of the bread 
and the fish which He had Him- 
self provided. The articles (rév 
dpt., TO dap.) point back to v. 9. 
Nothing is said either as to the 
use of the fish caught (v. 10) or 
of the Lord Himself sharing the 
meal. He appears only as the 
Giver of the' food which He 
brings, and this fact probably 
explains the absence of the cus- 
tomary “ blessings” or ‘ thanks- 
giving” (vi. 11; Luke xxiv. 30). 

14, Tovro 73. tpir....] 2 Pet. 
iii. 1. Comp. v. 1. The “third” 
time most probably refers to 
manifestations to “the disciples” 
in a body. St. John himself 
relates three appearances before 
this, the first being to Mary 
Magdalene, xx. 11 ff. Perhaps 
the form of expression (rotro 767 
. . .) may be chosen with a view 
to distinguish this appearance, 
which was not preserved in the 
popular tradition, from the later 
appearances which were pre- 
served in it. It is possible also 
that “the third time” may de- 
scribe “groups” or “days” of 
appearances; the appearances on 
the first day being reckoned as 
one appearance; but the exact 
interpretation of the words seems 
to be more natural. 


11. THe Lorp Anp INDIVIDUAL 
DiscrpLes (15—23) 


This section also falls into two 
parts ; 


i. The work of St. Peter: to 
act (15—19). 

ii. The work of St. John: to 
wait (20—23). 

The contents are peculiar to 
St. John. 

i. The work of St. Peter. The 
apostolic charge (15—17); the 
personal issue (18, 19). 

15. “Ore otv npior....| After 
the common meal the personal 
charge followed naturally. 

dey. t. &. ler. ... 3. “Twar.] 
saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son 
of John (see i. 42, note). The con- 
trast of the names is significant. 
The address of the Lord, thrice 
repeated, recalls the first words 
addressed to St. Peter (i. 42), 
when he received the surname 
Cephas (Peter). At the same 
time it must be observed that 
the Lord never addresses St. 
Peter by his new surname; nor 
does St. Paul speak of him by 
the Greek form of it (Peter) 
according to the true text, but 
only as Cephas. On the other 
hand, the surname is commonly 
used either alone or with Simon 
in the narrative of the Gospels, 
and always in the Greek form. 
This varying usage, which ex- 
actly corresponds with the cir- 
cumstances under which the title 
was substituted for the original 
name, is a striking indication of 
the exactness of the records, and 
specially of the exactness of the 
record of the Lord’s words (Matt. 








wand the fish likewise. 
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This is now the third time 


that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after that 
he was risen from the dead. 

So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith 
to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, lovest thou me 


more than these? 


xvi, 17, xvii. 25; Mark xiv. 37; 
Luke xxii. 31; comp. Acts 
x. 5 ff.) 

"Iwdvov] Johannis v. The men- 
tion of St. Peter’s natural descent 
here (comp. i. 42; Matt. xvi. 17) 
appears to direct attention in the 
first place to the man in the ful- 
ness of his natural character, as 
distinguished from the apostle. 

dy. p.. 7A. Tour.| lovest thow me 
more than these? 7.e., more than 
these, thy fellow disciples, love 
me. The reference is probably 
to St. Peter’s words (xiii. 37; 
Matt. xxvi. 33), in which he had 


claimed for himself the posses- - 


sion of supreme devotion (comp. 
xv. 12ff.). In the record of 
St. Matthew (/.c.) this profession 
is placed in immediate connexion 
with the Lord’s promise of an 
appearance in Galilee after His 
Resurrection, which gives pecu- 
liar force to the question. It is 
unnatural to suppose that rovrwv 
is neuter, and that the Lord 
refers to the instruments or 
fruits of the fisher’s craft. 
dyards| diligis v. It will be 
noticed that the foundation of 
the apostolic office is laid in love 
and not in belief. Love (dydzn) 
in its true form includes Faith 
(comp. 1 Cor. xiii. 13). 
Nai, kip ...| St. Peter in 
his answer affirms his personal 
attachment to the Lord, appeal- 


He saith to him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. 


He saith to him, 


ing to the Lord’s own knowledge ; 
but his profession differs in two 
important points from the ques- 
tion proposed. He does not 
assume any superiority over 
others (gov rovrwv): and he 
lays claim only to the feeling 
of natural love (fd ce, amo te 
v.), of which he could be sure. 
He does not venture to say that 
he has attained to that higher 
love (dyargv) which was to be 
the spring of the Christian life 
(xiii. 34, xiv, 15, 21, 28, ete.). 
Moreover now he says nothing 
of the future, nothing of the 
manifestation of his love (xiii, 
37). Comp. Bernard, Serm. de 
Div, XX1x, fin, 

av oid.| Experience had taught 
St. Peter to distrust his own judge- 
ment of himself. Even when the 
fact is one of immediate con- 
sciousness he rests his assertion 
on the Lord’s direct insight. 

Béoke tr. dpv. y.] In response 
to the sincere confession the 
Lord imposes a charge which 
shows that He accepts the 
apostle’s answer. The privilege 
and the work of love are iden- 
tical. The image is now changed. 
The fisher’s work is followed by 
the shepherd’s work, Those who 
are brought together and taken 
out of “the many waters” need 
to be fed and tended. ‘This 
office of the shepherd with which 
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St. Peter is entrusted is regarded 
under three different aspects. 
The first portrayed here is the 
simplest and humblest. The 
little ones in Christ’s flock need 
support, which they cannot 
obtain of themselves; this the 
apostle is charged to give them. 

Béoxe] The word Rockey, which 
occurs again in v. 17, is found 
elsewhere in the New Testament 
only of swine (Matt. viii. 30, 33; 
Mark v. 11, 14; Luke viii. 32, 
34, xv. 15). As distinguished 
from the word zowmaivey which 
follows (v. 16) it expresses the 
providing with food. 


16. A short pause, as we must \, 


suppose, followed; and then the 
question was repeated a second 
time, but so that the thought of 
comparison is omitted: Simon, 
son of John, lovest thow me? 
St. Peter’s answer is identically 
the same as before. He still 
shrinks from taking to himself 
the loftier word. In reply the 


_ Lord lays upon him a new part 


‘of the shepherd’s duty: Zend— 


, 


be shepherd of—my sheep. ‘The 


.lambs require to be fed; the 


sheep require to be guided. The 
watchful care and rule to be 


- 


exercised over the maturer 
Christians calls for greater skill 
and tenderness than the feeding 
of the young and simple. 

Tlo{uowe] Tend, Acts xx. 28; 
1 Pet. v. 2; Matt. ii. 6. Comp. 
Rey. ii. 27, etc.; Jude 12. The 
Vulgate does not distinguish 
Booxe and vroipatve (pasce, pasce). 

17. gidrcis pe;] amas me? vy. 
When the Lord puts the question 
“the third time,” He adopts the 
word which St. Peter had used. 
Just as the idea of comparison was 
given up before, so now the idea 
of the loftiest love is given up. 
It is as if the Lord would test 
the truth of the feeling which 
St. Peter claimed. 

The three questions could not 
but recall the three denials ; and 
the form of this last question 
could not but vividly bring back 
the thought of the failure of 
personal devotion at the moment 
of trial. So Peter was grieved 
not only that the question was 
put again, but that this third 
time the phrase was changed ; 
that the question was not only 
put once again, but at the same 
time put so as to raise a doubt 
whether he could indeed rightly 
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He saith to him again a second 


time, Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? He saith 
to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
i7He saith to him, Tend my sheep. He saith to him 
the third time, Simon, son of John, lovest thou 


me? 


the third time, Lovest thou me? 


Peter was grieved because he said to him 


And he said to 


him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou seest that 


I love thee. 


Jesus saith to him, Feed my sheep. 


is Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast 
young’, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither 


1 it, younger, 


claim that modified love which 
he had professed. His “ grief” 
lay in the deep sense that such 
a doubt might well be suggested 
by the past, even if it were at 
the time ungrounded. Men might 
reasonably distrust his profession 
of sincerity after his fall, but 
he appealed to the Lord (od 
oldas . . .). 

The answer of St. Peter meets 
the points in the changed ques- 
tion. He leaves out the affirma- 
tion (Nai, kipe) of his former 
reply and throws himself wholly 
on the Lord, upon His absolute 
knowledge, and upon His special 
knowledge. Lord, Thou knowest 
all things, and at this moment 
Thou seest that I love Thee. The 
knowledge to which he appeals 
is not only that of divine intui- 
tion, but of immediate observa- 
tion. Comp. ii. 25, note. The 
Vulgate again fails to distinguish 
the two words (oidas, yudoxess). 

In reply the Lord completed 
His commission, Yeed my sheep. 
The mature no less than the 
young Christians require their 


VOL, II. 


appropriate sustenance. Provi- 
sion must be made for their 
support as well as for their 
guidance. And this is the last 
and most difficult part of the 
pastor’s office. 

T. dpv. mov... 7. mpof. mov... 
t. mpoB. pov...] It will be 
noticed that the Lord retains 
His own right to those who are 
committed to the apostle’s care. 
Comp. 1 Pet. v. 2 f. Augustine 
paraphrases admirably :. “Si me 
diligis, non te pascere cogita, sed 
oves meas sicut meas pasce, non 
sicut tuas; gloriam meam in 
eis queere, non tuam, dominium 


meum non tuum...” (ln 
Joh, oxxit, 5). 
18. The threefold apostolic 


charge resting on the assurance 
of personal love was given. The 
revelation of the personal issues 
of that love followed. There 
was a most true sense in which 
the bold declaration of the apostle 
(xiii. 37) was destined to find a 
literal fulfilment : Verily, verily, 
I say to thee... 

dp. ap.] The Risen Christ 
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uses once more His familiar 
formula. 

Ore Hs vewr.| Cwm esses junior V. 
The earlier outward freedom of 
St. Peter in his youth is con- 
trasted with his final complete 
outward bondage. Atthe moment 
he stood between the two states. 
Perhaps the thought of a con- 
verse growth of spiritual freedom 
underlies the image. 

drav dé -yyp.| cum autem senueris 
v. The martyrdom of St. Peter 
is placed in the year A.D. 64, and 
he seems to have been already 
of middle age (Matt. viii. 14). 

extev. T. xeip.] as helpless and 
seeking help. 

foe oe] bind thee as a con- 
demned criminal. 

67. ov OeX.] The way to a 
violent death must always be 
terrible, because unnatural ; and 
that exactly in proportion as the 
violation of nature by such an 
end is realised. Comp. xii. 27, 

19. rout. 6. cit. on... .] Now 
this he spake signifying (comp. 
xii, 33, xviii, 32) by what manner 
of death... The crucifixion 
of St. Peter at Rome is attested 
by Tertullian (Scorp, 15) and 
later writers. Origen further 
stated that he was crucified with 
his head downwards at his own 
request (Euseb, H. #, ut. 1), 


Though the language of the Lord 
has very commonly been adapted 
to the details of crucifixion, it 
does not appear that it points 
directly to anything more than 
martyrdom, when “another 
girded him,” and he was taken 
“whither he would not.” The — 
“stretching forth the hands” 
can hardly be referred primarily 
to the position on the cross, since 
this detail is placed first. 

dog. r. 6.| Literally, he shall 
glorify. The construction in 
xviii. 32 is different. The Evan- 
gelist throws himself back to the 
time when the death of St. Peter 
was as yet future. As martyr- 
dom was a “ glorifying God,” so 
conversely the martyr himself 
was said to be “ glorified” by his 
death. Comp. vii. 39, xii, 23, 
and Suicer s.v. dofalew. 

*AkoxX. pw. | The end of martyr- 
dom having now been shown, 
the Lord repeated the command 
given before under different cir- 
cumstances to others (i. 43; 
Matt. viii. 22, ix. 9, xix. 21), 
‘ollow me. What had been im- 
possible before the apostle’s fall 
became possible for him now 
(xiii. 36 ff.), 

The command itself, as given 
before and after the Resurrection, 
has necessarily different though 
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thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou 
shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall 
gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 
1 Now this he spake, signifying by what manner of 


death he shall glorify God. 
20 Spoken this, he saith to him, Follow me. 


And when he had 
Peter, 


turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following; which also leaned back on his breast at 
the supper, and said, Lord, ‘who is he that betrayeth 


analogous meanings. During the 
Lord’s earthly life following Him 
implied the abandonment of pre- 
vious occupations (Matt. ix. 9) 
and duties (Matt. viii. 22); 
attendance upon Him even when 
He entered on strange and 
mysterious paths; participation 
in disgrace and danger (Matt. x. 
38). Now to “follow Chiist ” 
required further the perception 
of His course; the spiritual dis- 
cernment by which His move- 
ments can still be discovered ; 
and yet further the readiness 
to accept martyrdom as the end. 
These different thoughts ap- 
pear to have a place in the words 
“AxoAove. pot, but the command 
had also, as appears from the 
next verse (daxodovfotyta), a 
literal meaning, though it is 
impossible to decide for what 
purpose the Lord called St. Peter 
away from the other disciples. 
Augustine’s comment on the 
promise of the glory of future 
martyrdom to the penitent and 
restored apostle is pregnant with 
thought: “‘ Hunc invenit exitum 
ille negator et amator; presu- 
mendoelatus, negando prostratus, 
flendo purgatus, confitendo pro- 
batus, patiendo coronatus; hune 
invenit exitum ut pro ejus 


nomine perfecta dilectione more- 


retur, cum quo se moriturum 
perversa festinatione promi- 
serat. Faciat ejus resurrectione 


firmatus, quod immature pol- 
licebatur infirmus. Hoc enim 
oportebat ut prius Christus pro 


Petri salute, deinde Petrus pro 


Christi preedicatione moreretur. 
Preeposterum fuit quod audere 
ceperat humana temeritas, cum 
istum disposuisset ordinem ve- 
ritas, Animam suam se positu- 
rum pro Christo Petrus putabat, 
pro liberatore liberandus; cum 
Christus venisset animam suam 
positurus pro suis ovibus in 
quibus erat et Petrus; quod ecce 
jam factum est... Jam pretio 
pro te fuso, nunc est [Petre] ut 
sequaris emptorem, et sequaris 
omnino usque ad mortem crucis ” 


(In Joh, oxxut. 4), 


ii, The work of St, John 


20. ’Emorp. 6 Iler.] The com- 
mand of the Lord appears to 
have been accompanied by some 
symbolic action. As St. Peter 
literally obeyed the call thus 
expressed under a figure, and 
moved away from the group of 
the apostles, something attracted 
his attention, and he “turned 
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about” to the direction indicated 
(émotpadeis, Mark v. 30). The 
whole picture is full of life. 

tr. pod. ...| Comp. xiii. 23, 
note. 

ds K. aver... .] qui et recubutt 

.v. The reference is to the 
special act of the apostle (dave- 
meoev), and not to the position 
which he occupied at the table 
(jv dvaxeimevos, xili. 23). The 
notice is added here to explain 
the close connexion of St. John 
with St. Peter, and the con- 
fidence with which St. John 
ventured to follow even without 
a special invitation. 

21. rotrov oty...] No ques- 
tion could be more natural. The 
fact that St. John was following 
was itself an unspoken question 
as to the future, an asking of 
the Lord’s will. 

Kvpte, otros 5 1u;] Domine, 
hic autem quid? v. The phrase 
is singularly brief and pregnant, 
Lord, and this man, what ? What 
of him? What shall he suffer 
or do? what shall be his lot ? 

22. In the Lord’s answer the 
emphasis is laid upon the pro- 
nouns airov and ov (édy airov 
6....00 pot ax.), The thought 
is of the individual offices of 
disciples. St, Peter’s fortune cor- 


responded with his work, and 
so too St. John’s. 

"Edy air. OeX. (comp. xvii. 24, 
note) ...] The hypothetical form 
of the sentence veils the divine 
counsel, Experience has shown 
what that was. 

pev. ews epy.] manere donec 
veniam v. The exact force of 
the phrase is rather abide while 
Iam coming. The “coming” is 
not regarded as a definite point in 
future time, but rather as a fact 
which is in slow and continuous 
realisation, The prominent idea 
is of the interval to be passed 
over rather than of the end to 
be reached. Comp, ix. 4, xii. 
35f.; Mark vi. 45 (dzodve) ; 
1 Tim, iv. 133 Luke ix 
(evo); Matt. v. 25. ‘ Abiding” 
is the correlative to “ following” ; 
and according to the manifold 
significance of this word it ex- 
presses the calm waiting for 
further light, the patient resting 
in a fixed position, the continu- 
ance in life, 

The “coming” of the Lord is 
no doubt primarily, “the second 
coming ” (zrapovata, 1 John ii. 28); 
but at the same time the idea 
of Christ’s ‘‘coming” includes 
thoughts of His personal coming 
in death to each believer. And 
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athee? Peter therefore seeing him saith to Jesus, 
2 Lord, and this man, what? Jesus saith to him, If 
I will that he abide till I come *, what zs that to 
ssthee? follow thou me. This saying® therefore went 
forth among the brethren, that that disciple should 
not die: yet Jesus said not to him, that he should 
not die; but, If I will that he abide till I come }, 








what zs that to thee? 


’ or while I am coming. 


yet further the coming of Christ 
to the Society is not absolutely 
one. He “came” in the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Thus 
St. John did tarry till the great 
“coming,” nor is there anything 
fanciful in seeing an allusion to 
the course of the history of the 
Church under the image of the 
history of the apostles. The 
type of doctrine and character 
- represented by St. John is the 
last in the order of development. 
In this sense he abides still. 
Comp. xiv. 3, note; and Rev. 
memo cei 11) xvi, 15, xxii. 7, 
12, 20. 

ti mpos oé;] The arrangement 
of the various parts in the whole 
body of the Church does not 
concern men. That rests with 
the divine will, and the divine 
will is unfolded in the course 
of life. 

23. “EgnXO. ody or. 6 doy. . . | 
extvit ergo cit on v. This 
aying (word) therefore went... 
the we “hick the Lord had 
spoken. These were inexactly 
repeated, and taken to affirm 
“that that disciple dieth not.” 
The tradition that St. John was 
sleeping in his grave at Ephesus, 
and that the moving dust wit- 
nessed to the breathing of the 


2 or word, 


saint beneath, survived for a 
long time. Augustine mentions 
it doubtfully “on the authority 
of grave men” (Jn Joh. oxxty, 2). 

cis 7. G0eAp.] This use of 
the phrase which is.common in 
the book of the Acts (ix. 30, etc.) 
is found here only in the Gospels 
(compare ch, xx. 17; Luke xxii. 
32). 


ouk ei, ...5 Ino. . . .| The 
manner in which the error is 
corrected seems to show clearly 
that it had not been refuted by 
fact, or, in other words, that 
this Epilogue to the Gospel was 
written by St. John. The apostle, 
still alive and looking to the 
uncertainty of the future, rests 
on the simple repetition of the 
precise language of the Lord. 
He does not claim to know all 
that He meant; he repeats what 
He said. The true interpretation 
of the words was for history. 

It is obvious that St. Peter 
and St. John occupy in this 
narrative representative _ posi- 
tions both as to their work and 
as to the issue of their work. 
The one is the minister of action 
whose service is consummated 
by the martyrdom of death: the 
other is the minister of thought 
and teaching whose service is 
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perfected in the martyrdom of 
life. Augustine (Jn Joh. Cxxiv. 
3) has a very interesting com- 
parison of the two charges, which 
is thus summed up: “ Perfecta 
me sequatur actio, informata 
mez passionis exemplo: inchoata 
vero contemplatio maneat donec 
venio, perficienda cum venero.” 
See also the Preface to the 
Commentary of Rupert of Deutz. 


ConcLtupina Norss: vv. 24, 25 


These two verses appear to be 
separate notes attached to the 
Gospel before its publication. 
The form of v. 24, contrasted with 
that of xix. 35, shows conclu- 
sively that it is not the witness of 
the Evangelist. The words were 
probably added by the Ephesian 
elders, to whom the preceding 
narrative had been given both 
orally and in writing. See In- 
troduction, p. lxxiii. The change 
of person in v, 25 (olwar, com- 
pared with oidapev) marks a 
change of authorship. It is 
quite possible that this verse 
may contain words of St. John 
(comp. xx. 30), set here by those 
who had heard them. 


See note. 


24, 6 popt....% papt.| The 
witness is spoken of as present, 
but the form of the phrase (6 
paptupay, contrast 6 ypdias) does 
not in itself show conclusively 
that the apostle was alive at the 
time when the note was written 
(comp. i. 15), though this is 
the most natural interpretation 
(comp. v. 32, 33), : 

wept tour. . . . tadta| The 
phrase may be referred to the 
whole contents of the Gospel 
(xx. 31), or be limited to the 
narrative of ch, xxi. 

oidayev| The plural (contrast 
xix, 35) taken in connexion with 
ottdés éotiv 6 pabyrns and otpar 
(v. 25) seems to be undoubtedly 
a true plural, and not a usage 
like 1 John i. 1. Compare Col. 
iv. 3, where there is a correspond- 
ing change from the apostolic 
group (Col. i. 1) to St. Paul 
himself. 

GAnOys| true in fact. The 
thought is not brought out here 
as in xix. 35, that it satisfies 
the ideal conditions of testimony 
(a\n6w7). The words read like 
an echo of 3 John 12, 

25. od. adr... . xwpyoev] nec 
ipsum... caperev. The bold ex- 
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This is the disciple which beareth witness of these 
things, and wrote these things: and we know that 


his witness is true. 


And there are also many other things which Jesus 
did, the which if they should be written every one, 
I suppose that even the world itself would not 
contain the books that should be written. 


pression answers to a deep truth. 
A complete account (xa6 é) of 
the perfect human (6 “Iycods) life 
of the Lord would be practically 
infinite. 

olyat] arbitror v. This word 
is rare in the New Testament 


(comp. Phil. i, 17; James i. 7). 
From the: form of the sentence 
(cov ypadyto . . . xwpyoev) it 
appears that the recollection of 
the other deeds was still fresh, 
so that the record of them was 
possible. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES ON CHAP, XXI 


11. The precise statement of 

the number has naturally at- 
tracted the attention of com- 
mentators from early times, and 
the interpretations which have 
been assigned to it do more than 
form a sample of ingenious com- 
binations. They illustrate a 
method of viewing Scripture 
which, however different from 
our own, was at one time nearly 
universal, It will then be not 
without use and interest to notice 
one or two of the prominent ex- 
planations of the number which 
have been offered. 
There is, as far as I have 
noted, no explanation of the 
number preserved in the great 
ante-Nicene fathers, Clement, 
Treneeus, and Origen, Tertullian, 
and Cyprian. But Cyril of 
Alexandria ({ 444) and Augus- 
tine (t 430) have probably pre- 
served earlier interpretations in 
their own comments. 

Oyrin or ALEXANDRIA (in loc.), 


followed by Ammontus the PREs- 
BYTER (Cramer Cat. in loc.), 
Euthymius (doubtfully) and 
Theophylact (ad loc.), regards 
the number as being significant 
in its three simple elements: 
100 + 50+ 3. The 100, he says, 
represents the fulness of the 
Gentiles, for 100 (=10 x 10) 
is “the fullest number,” and as 
such it is used to describe the 
Lord’s full flock (Matt. xviii. 12) 
and full fertility (Matt. xiii. 8). 
The 50 represents “‘ the remnant 
of Israel according to election,” 
which falls short of completeness 


50 = = . The 3 indicates the 


Holy Trinity, to whose glory all 
alike are gathered. 

Aveustine (In Joh. T'r, CXX11.) 
adopts a more complicated in- 
terpretation. Zen, he says, is 
the number of the Law. But 
the Law without grace kills. To 
the number of the Law there- 
fore we add seven, the number of 
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the Spirit, in order to obtain the 
fulness of the divine revelation 
as a power of life. But, he then 
adds, the sum of the numbers 
from one to seventeen inclusive 
is one hundred and fifty-three 
(1 + 2+ 3,etc.4 17= 153). So 
that the number 153 signifies all 
those who are included in the 
saving operation of divine grace, 
which makes reconciliation with 
the Law. Nor is thisall. The 
three is the symbol of the Trinity ; 
and the triple fifty brings out 
the idea of unity in the Spirit, 
who is revealed in a sevenfold 
operation (50 = 7 x 7 + 1). 

GREGORY THE GREAT adopts in 
part the symbolism of Augustine, 
but employs it even more ingeni- 
ously. The Evangelist, he writes, 
would not have given the exact 
number unless he had deemed 
that it contained a mystery. All 
action under the Old Testament 
is ruled by the Decalogue ; and 
under the New Testament by 
the seven gifts of the Spirit 
(Isa. xi. 2), Our action, there- 
fore, under both aspects can be 
represented by 10+ 7. But it 
is by faith in the Holy Trinity 
that action is made effectual. 
We therefore multiply 17 by 3 
and obtain the number 51, which 
expresses the idea of true rest, 
being unity added to the number 
of the year of jubilee. This 
symbol of rest (51) is again 
multiplied by three and we gain 
the result 153, the symbol of 
the elect citizens of the heavenly 
country, the final heirs of rest 
(Hom. xxiv. 4). 

Rupert of Dervurz (Jn Joh. 
xiv.) regards the three numbers 
as representing the proportions 
of three different classes united 
in one faith. The ‘ hundred” 
are the married, who are the 
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most numerous, the “ fifty” the 
widowed or continent who are 
less numerous, the “three,” the 
least in number, are the virgins. 
“ But,” he adds, “there is much 
that has been profitably written 
on this 153 by learned divines, 
which the careful reader will 
easily find.” 

Bruno ASTENSIS  (Xi.—xii. 
cent. ; the homilies were wrongly 
published under the name of 
Eusebius of Emesa) adopts a 
simpler view. ‘ Three,” he says, 
“has the same significance as 
150 = 3 x 50. ‘There are three 
parts of the world, Asia, Africa, — 
Europe. Therefore 150 + 3 re- 
presents the sum of all the 
faithful throughout the world.” 
(In loc, [Hom. .xx1.] Migne, 
Patrol, cxtv. 599). 

It may be worth while to add, 
if such interpretations seem alien 
from our way of thinking, that 
Volkmar has recently surpassed 
them in extravagance. He 
gravely argues (Mose Prophetie, 
61 f.) that the number repre- 
sents Simeon Bar Jona Kepha. 
To obtain this result he is obliged 
to leave out one letter in Kepha, 
and to give the Hebrew letters 
values inconsistent with ancient 
usage. 


Nove ON THE READINGS IN vv. 15 ff. 


The readings in the three 
charges of the Lord are some- 
what perplexed. 

15. Booxe ra dpvia- pov. So 
NABLX and almost all: Vulg. 
agnos. But C*D read zpofara, 
and old Lat. oves. In this case, 
however, the reading cannot be 
doubtful. The substitution of 
mpoBara shows the tendency of 
scribes. 

16. Hotuawe ra rpoBarid pov. 
So BO, “ some old copies.” 





ADD, NOTES] 


But sxADX and nearly all 
others read zpdBara. Old Lat. 
oves. Vulg. agnos. 

The reading here may be fairly 
considered doubtful. The force 
of the diminutive is seen below. 

17. Booxe ra tpoBaria pov. So 
ABC. 

But 8DX and nearly all others 
mpoBata, Lat. oves (some agnos). 
A dpvia. 

In this case there can be little 
doubt that wpoBdria is the true 
reading. The diminutive, which 
is a form of tender endearment, 
goes naturally with Bdéoxe. In 
the second charge there is no 
special fitness in the diminutive, 
though the use of the diminutive 
throughout has an appropriate- 
ness to the circumstances, 


[Nore on TIsCHENDORF’S OMIS- 
SION OF v, 25.* 


25. According to Tischendorf 
in this verse, with the con- 
cluding ornament and subscrip- 
tion, is not from the hand of the 
scribe (A) who wrote the rest of 
this Gospel, but of another (D) 
who wrote a small part of the 
Apocrypha and acted as corrector 


~ (d:opPwr7s) of the New Testament, 


of which he likewise wrote a few 
scattered entire leaves ; the same 
scribe in fact to whom he with 
much probability (see Introduction 
§ 288) ascribes the writing of 
the Vatican MS. Tregelles, who 
examined the MS. in Tischen- 
dorf’s presence, believed the 
difference in handwriting to be 


* T have taken this note from the 
Appendix on Select Readings (pp. 90f.) 
in Vol. Il. of the Westcott and Hort 
Greek Testament.—A. W. 
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due only to a fresh dip of the 
pen. At the same time, however, 
he disputed the difference of 
scribes throughout the MS., ap- 
parently on insufficient grounds. 
It seems on the whole probable 
that the verse and its accompani- 
ments were added by the cor- 
rector; but it does not follow that 
the scribe A intended to finish the 
Gospel at v. 24, that is, that his 
exemplar ended there. Some 
accident of transcription may 
well have caused the completion 
to be left to the scribe D, who 
in like manner, if Tischendorf is 
not mistaken, yielded up the pen 
to the scribe A after writing two 
thirds of the first column of the 
Apocalypse: for it is not likely 
that A would have left what he 
considered to be the end of the 
Gospel without any indication to 
mark it as such. He concludes 
Mt with the ornament, and Le 
with the ornament and subscrip- 
tion: the last leaf of Mc, which 
likewise has the ornament and 
subscription, is by D. 

According +o various scholia 
an unnamed writer stated this 
verse to be a marginal note 
of some careful person (ros 
tov gtiAordvwv), which was in- 
corporated by mistake with the 
text. Abulfaraj (Nestle Theol. 
L.Z. 1878, 413) likewise mentions 
the verse with v 4 as said ‘by 
some’ not to have been written 
by the evangelist. The omission 
seems, however, to have been 
conjectural only, arising out of 
comparison with v 24, Verse 
25 stands not only in all extant 
MSS. and vv. but in a consider- 
able series of Fathers, including 
Orig Pamph Eus Cyr. al.| 




















IKEPI MOIXAAIAOS MEPIKOIIH’? 


[Kara “Iwavyv, vii. 53—viii. 11] 
INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


EXTERNAL and internal evidence 
combine to show beyond all rea- 
sonable doubt that this remark- 
able narrative is not a genuine 
portion of the Gospel of St. John. 


A. ExtrerNaLt EvipENCcE 


The external evidence against 
its genuineness may be briefly 
summed up: 

1. It is omitted by all the 
oldest Greek MSS. with one ex- 
ception, and by a considerable 
number of those later MSS. 
which generally give a ver 
ancient text: x[A]B[C]LTXA, 
33, 131, 157, 2pe, etc. [A and 
C are defective, but it is certain 
that they did not contain the 
passage from an estimate of the 
contents of the missing pages; 
L (eighth cent.) and A (ninth 
cent.) indicate a knowledge of the 
existence of the narrative, which 
was evidently not found in their 
archetypes, by leaving a small 


ap. 

2. The passage is marked by 
asterisks or obeli in many MSS. 
which contain it. Euthymius 
Zigabenus [more correctly, Zy- 
gadenus T1118], the earliest 
Greek commentator who writes 
upon it, observes that it is not 
found in “the accurate copies” 
or is obelised in them, and that 


therefore it is not to be accounted 
genuine. 

3. It is inserted in other places: 

(a) At the end of the Gospel 

by 1 and about ten other 
MSS. 

(6) After vii. 36 by 225. 

(c) After Luke xxi. by 69 and 

three other MSS. 

4, It is omitted by important 
Latin copies, af, etc, by the 
Egyptian versions, by the old 
Syriac (the Berlin fragment), by 
the Gothic version, and by the 
best MSS. of the Peshito and of 
the Armenian versions. 

5. It was certainly not read 
as a part of the Gospel by Ter- 
tullian, Origen, Theodore of 
Mopsuestia, Chrysostom, Cyril of 
Alexandria; nor is there any 
evidence that it was known by 
Cyprian or Hilary. 

6. The earliest Greek text (that 
in D) differs very considerably 
from the common text; and the 
variations in the section generally 
are far more considerable than in 
portions of the authentic text of 
St. John. 

In other words, it is omitted 
by the oldest representatives of 
every kind of evidence (MSS., 
versions, fathers) ; and the criti- 
cal character of the text is such 
as to distinguish it from the rest 


1 Tepxor# is a section of Scripture marked off for an Ecclesiastical Lection 


or Lesson, 
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of the book with which it is 
connected. 

On the other hand, 

1. It is found in D and in the 
mass of the later uncial and 
cursive manuscripts. 

Jerome mentions that it was 
found in his time “in many Greek 
and Latin MSS. in the Gospel 
according to John” (adv. Pelag. 
11, 17), And Augustine suggests 
that the passage was removed 
from the [Latin] text by “some 
who were of slight faith, or rather 
hostile to the true faith,” to 
avoid scandal (De Conj. Adult, 11. 
7). Several scholia which notice 
its omission remark that it was 
found in “ancient” or “most 
ancient ” copies. 

2. It is found in most Latin 
copies, bc, etc., Vulg.; in the 
Jerusalem Syriac ; in the Atthio- 
pic, and in some later versions, 

3. It was read as part of the 
Gospel by Augustine, Ambrose, 
and many later Latin Fathers ; 
and it is quoted in the Apostolic 
Constitutions (11. 24). 

4, It is found in the Calendar 
of Lessons in K (ninth cent.) ; 
and it has been read in the Greek 
Church, partially but not univer- 
sally, at the Festivals of several 
saints from a date earlier than 
the eighth century. It was also 
read in the service at Rome in 
the time of Gregory the Great. 

On this evidence several obser- 
vations offer themselves. 

1. The text of D is conspicuous 
for additions similar in character 
to this narrative, though less in 
extent (eg. Luke vi. 5); and 
some of these (e.g. Matt. xx. 28) 
obtained a wide currency, though 
they cannot be considered to be a 
part of the authentic evangelic 
text. 

2. The statement of Jerome is, 
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of course, beyond question ; but 
even he implies that the majority 
of copies were on the other side ; 
and it is clear from other similar 
statements that he did not speak 
on critical questions after a very 
large examination of authorities, 
The general assertions of late 
MSS, as to “ the ancient copies” 
are neutralised by opposite asser- 
tions in other MSS. 

3. The early Latin copies are 
just those which admitted inter- 
polations most freely (e.g. Matt. 
xx. 28); and it is easily intel- 
ligible that if Jerome found any 
Greek authority for the narrative 
he would not remove the history 
from the text. The fact there- 
fore that he left it in the Latin 
text (he did not insert it) proves 
no more than that he did not feel 
bound to expunge it. 

The Jerusalem Syriac is a lec- 
tionary, and though it abounds in 
very ancient readings, the MS. is 
not earlier than the eleventh 
century. 

4, The date of the present text 
of the Apostolic Constitutions is 
too uncertain to admit of the 
conclusion being drawn that the 
narrative was found by the writer 
in the Greek text of St. John in 
the third century. He may have 
quoted the narrative (e.g.) from 
St. Luke or from tradition. It 
is, however, not improbable that 
the narrative may have found a 
place in some Greek texts of the 
Gospel in the third century, 
though there is no direct evidence 
of the fact. 

5. The evidence of the liturgi- 
cal use of the passage does not 
carry its existence as a part of 
the Gospel beyond the date given 
by direct documentary evidence. 

6. Augustine’s assertion as to 
the removal of the passage from 
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the text of St. John, on pruden- 
tial grounds, which has been 
maintained by the modern scho- 
lars who defend the genuineness 
of the passage, is wholly at 
variance with the cardinal facts 
of the history of the text of the 
New Testament. Wilful corrup- 
tions of the apostolic writings, 
however recklessly they were 
imputed in controversy, are 
happily in fact all but unknown. 
Changes, and even such a change 
as the insertion of this passage, 
can be accounted for without 
recourse to the assumption of 
dishonesty. 

Thus the only natural explana- 
tion of the unquestioned facts is 
that the narrative was current 
in the third century in a Greek 
but not in a Latin text, though 
over a narrow range; that to- 
wards the end of the fourth 
century it was introduced in 
various places, but particularly 
where it now stands, and was 
thence taken into the Latin texts; 
that from the sixth century on- 
wards it was found more and 
more frequently in the Con- 
stantinopolitan texts and all but 
universally in the Latin texts, 
and in the course of time was 
partially introduced into other 
versions, 


B. InTERNAL EVIDENCE 


The internal evidence leads 
forcibly to the same conclusion. 

1. The language of the narra- 
tive is different from that of 
St. John both in vocabulary and 
in structure. 

Thus St. John nowhere uses 
the terms 70 dpos rév éAatdv, ot 
ypappareis, Karaxpivw, which are 
found in all the Synoptists ; nor 
again, mas 6 ads, which is com- 
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mon in St. Luke, while Aads occurs 
in St. John only in a special sense 
in xi. 50, xviii. 14; nor dp6pov 
(St. Luke), but zpwi or zpwias ; 
nor xabicas tdidacKev ; nor zopev- 
eoOa: in the simple sense of “to 
go” without the subsidiary notion 
of a purpose (even in iv. 50), 

In structure the continuous 
connexion of the sentences by 
Gem vig coed Gtk) 9, 10d th 
is wholly without example in 
St. John’s narrative. Contrast 
(for example) xx. 1—9 (ody, 
vv. 2, 3, 6, 8; dé, vv. 1, 4), or 
iv. 1—26 (ov, 1, 5, 6, 9; 8¢, 
4, 6. Most of the clauses are 
unconnected). 

2. The general “ tone” of the 
narrative is alien from St. John, 
and akin to the tone of the 
common Synoptic basis, 

But it may be asked how the 
narrative came to be inserted 
where we find it? The answer 
can, I believe, be given with 
tolerable certainty. A narrative 
very similar to this was pre- 
served by Papias, and was found 
also in the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews (Euseb. H, 2, 111. 
40), The object of Papias was 
to collect traditions illustrative 
of “the oracles of the Lord.” It 
is then a most natural conjecture 
(Lightfoot, Contemporary Review, 
October, 1875, p. 847) that this 
incident was given by Papias in 
illustration of ch. viii. 15; and 
so was inserted in the text, on 
which it had been originally a 
marginal note, in the nearest 
convenient place. Comp. Ewald, 
Joh. Sehr. 1. p. 271. 

The incident appears to belong 
to the last visit to Jerusalem, so 
that the position which it occu- 
pies in St. Luke is perhaps his- 
torically correct. 
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TIEPI MOIXAAIAO® TEPIKOIIHA 


[Kara “Iwdvnyv, vil. 53—vili. 11] 


58 


1govs dé émopevOn cis Td “Opos Tov “Eda. 


9 > \ ). > “ bd 
Kat éerropevOnaav EKAOTOS ELS TOV OLKOV avToV, I7- 


"OpOpov 


\ , , i r) Nave , \ A € x \ 2 
de TOANLW TAPEVEVETO €lS TO tepov| , Kat 7AS O aos 


3 
npxeTo mpos avrdv, Kal Kabioas édidacKey avtovs*]. 


¥ N e A \ e AICd a 
s Ayovow dé ob YPappaTErs KaL OL Papioaror YVVaLKa 


\ 
Emi porxela” KATELANMBEVNVY, Kal OTHTAVTES AUTH EV MEW 


shéyovow® avt@ Aldackade, avTn HY yun KaTEeiAnTTa. ' 


2 9 b) 4 , . b] be lan , CAs 
sén avTopwpw potxevomern' ev d€ TO vouw [Hpuv*| 


; §dOev UA. Insert 6’Iycods U. 
2 Omit 6 rAads I; 6 8xdos GSU. 


3 Omit cal ras... édldacKkev advrov’s 13,69. Omit cal kadloas édldackev avbrov’s D. 


4 Insert mpds airdv EGHKII. 


év poxela EGHKII; émi poxela MSULA; ért duapria D. 


KareAnmrat D; eiAjmrac MSA; xarednpén EGHAM. 


5 
6 elrov UA. 

7 

8 Omit jutv D. 


The episode of the woman taken 
in adultery (vii. 53—viii. 11) 


This account of a most charac- 
teristic incident in the Lord’s 
life is certainly not a part of 
St. John’s narrative. The evid- 
ence against its genuineness, as 
an original piece of the Gospel, 
both external and internal, is 
overwhelming (see Introductory 
Note); but on the other hand 
it is beyond doubt an authentic 
fragment of apostolic tradition. 
Probably its preservation was 
due to Papias. The incident 
seems to belong to the last 
visit to Jerusalem; and it is 
placed in this connexion in 
some MSS. of St. Luke (after 
Luke xxi.). 


The special importance of the 
narrative lies in the fact that it 
records the single case in which 
the Lord deals with a specific 
sinful act. And this He does 
(1) by referring the act to the 
inward spring of action, and (2) 
by declining to treat the legal 
penalty as that which corresponds 
with the real guilt. So there is 
opened to us a glimpse of a 
tribunal more searching, and yet 
more tender, than the tribunals 
of men. 

53. exopev0. Exact. . . . ‘Ino. 
dé. . .| they wentevery man... 
but Jesus (viii.1), . . Thus the con- 
trast between the whole gathering 
in the temple (not the members 
of the Sanhedrin only) and Christ 
is made more complete. 
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THE SECTION CONCERNING AN ADULTERESS 


vil. 538—viii. 11 


And they went every man unto his own house: 


,but Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 


And 


early in the morning he came again into the temple, 
and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, 


sand taught them. And the scribes and the Pharisees 


bring a woman taken in adultery; and having set 


+her in the midst, they say unto him, Master, this 


woman hath been taken in adultery, in the very act. 


Cuap. VIII. 1. 16 "Opos r. 
*EAaav| montem Oliveti v. The 
Mount of Olives is nowhere 
mentioned by name in St. John’s 
Gospel. It is mentioned several 
times in each of the other Gospels 
in connexion with the last scenes 
of the life of the Lord. 

2. “OpOpov] diluculo v. Compare 
Luke xxi. 38 (dp6picer). 

kabioas] He assumed the 
position of the authoritative 
teacher. Compare Matt. v. 1, 
xxili, 2; Mark ix. 35. 

3. "Ayovow] adducunt v. We 
may suppose that the guilty 
woman had been brought first 
to them as a preparatory step 
to her trial. 

of ypapp. K. of Pap. | the scribes 
and the Pharisees. ‘This is a 
common title in the Synoptists 
for the body summarily described 
by St. John as the Jews. Compare 
Luke v. 30, vi. 7, xi. 53, xv. 2. 
St. John never names “ the 
scribes,” 

4, xarethnrrat| modo deprehensa 
est v. ; hath been taken. ‘The exact 


5’ Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such: 


phrase brings the present reality 
of guilt vividly before the reader, 

5. ev 5. tr. vow, Mov... rovavr. 
dOal.| Now Moses in the law... 
to stone such (hujus modi lapidare 
v.). Deut, xxii, 23f. The punish- 
ment of stoning was specified in 
the case of a betrothed bride. 
The form of death in other cases 
was not laid down, and according 
to Talmudic tradition it was 
strangulation. It seems better 
therefore to suppose that this 
exact crime had been committed 
than to suppose any inaccuracy 
in the statement. It is said also 
that a priest’s daughter was 
stoned if she committed adultery; 
but this was not a provision of 
the Law. Compare Lightfoot, 
ad loc. 

av ovy Ti Aey. ;] Assuming this 
enactment as explicit, what con- 
clusion canst thou draw for the 
guidance of our action in the 
present case? Thou claimest 
to speak with authority and to 
fulfil the Law: solve our diffi- 
culty now. 
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6. tour. b€. . . wepal. air. | 
hee autem ... temtantes eum v. 
Compare Matt. xxii, 18. The 
dilemma corresponds with that 
in the question as to the tribute 
money. ‘To affirm the binding 
validity of the Mosaic judgement 
would be to counsel action con- 
trary to the Roman law. To 
set the Mosaic judgement aside 
would be to give up the claim to 
fulfil the Law. In either case 
there was material for accusation, 
practically fatal to the assump- 
tion of the Messiahship to which 
the Lord’s teaching evidently 
pointed. He might be carried 
away into a premature declara- 
tion of His claims, and fall under 


the civil power ; 
disparage Moses, and lose the 
favour of the people. The 
“temptation” lay in the design 
to lead the Lord to one of these 
two answers. 

xatéypadev| Both here and in 
v. 8 (€ypadev), the tense presents 
the action as going on before the 
witnesses. It is quite vain to 
conjecture what was written, if 
indeed we are to understand 
anything more than the mere 
mechanical action of writing. 
The attitude represents one who 
follows out his own thoughts and 
is unwilling to give heed to those 
who question him. The very 
strangeness of the action marks 


or he might 
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what therefore sayest thou of her? And this they 
said, tempting him, that they might have whereof to 
accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his 
tfinger wrote on the ground. But when they con- 
tinued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said 
to them, He that is without sin among you, let 


shim first cast a stone at her. 


And again he stooped 


down, and with his finger wrote on the ground. 
»And they, when they heard, went out one by one, 


the authenticity of the detail. 
The words added in italics in A.V. 
(‘as though he heard them not”) 
represent a gloss found in many 
MSS. (1) mpoorovovpevos). 

7. “O dvapapryros . . .] qui sine 
peccato est...v. The colour of 
the word “sinless” is caught 
from the context. Though it 
would be unnatural to assume 
that all in the group of accusers 
were actually guilty of adultery, 
there is nothing unnatural in 
supposing that each could feel 
in himself the sinful inclination 
which had here issued in the 
sinful act. In this way the words 
of the Lord revealed to the men 
the depths of their own natures, 
and they shrank in that Presence 
from claiming the prerogative of 
innocence. At the same time 
the question as to the woman’s 
offence was raised at once from 
a legal to a spiritual level. The 
judges were made to feel that 
freedom from outward guilt is no 
claim to sinlessness. And the 
offender in her turn was led to 
see that flagrant guilt does not 
bar hope. The Law as in a 
figure dealt with that which is 
visible ; the Gospel penetrates to 
the inmost soul, 


VOL. II. 


mparos| first taking, as it 
were, the place of the witness; 
Deut. xvii. 7. For here the 
guiltless was required to take 
the place of a witness in a higher 
sense. There is nothing in the 
words which disparages legal 
punishment. These men were 
not the appointed instruments of 
the law. 

8. médw kataxuyp. éypad.| again 
he stooped down...and wrote 
... as unwilling to speak more. 

9. ot S& axovoavr. éénpy. els 
xa’ els] audientes autem unus 
post unum exiebant v.; and they 
when they heard went out one by 
one, as they felt the power of 
Christ’s sentence. The inter- 
polated clause (being convicted 
by their own conscience, A.V.) 
is a true explanation of the 
sense. 

dp&. dro r. mpeo Bur. | incipientes 
a senioribus v.; beginning from the 
elders, whose sorrowful experience 
of life was the fullest. The word 
is not a title of office, but simply 
of age. 

n yuv. &v peo. ovcal mulier in 
medio stans v.; the woman being 
in the midst. She still remained 
bound as it were by her sin in the 
presence of Christ. Augustine 
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says (ad loc.), ‘‘ Relicti sunt duo, 
misera et misericordia.” 

10. Tivo, zod eic.; ovd. ce 
katexp.;| Woman, where are they? 
did no one condemn thee? The 
question marks the interval dur- 
ing which the Lord had waited 
for the effect of His words, 

11, Odd eye ce Kataxp.] nec 
ego te condemnabo v.; Neither do I 
condemn thee, though I am truly 
sinless, The words are not words 
of forgiveness (Luke vii. 48), 
but simply of one who gives no 
sentence (comp. Luke xii. 14), 
The condemnation has reference 
to the outward punishment and 
not to the moral guilt: that is 
dealt with in the words which 
follow. ‘Ergo et Dominus 
damnavit, sed peccatum non 
hominem” (Aug. ad loc.). 

dd T. viv pk. dpapr. | amplius 
jam noi peccare v. Comp. 
v. 14. 


PERICOPE (CAPITULUM) DE 
ADULTERA 


Et reversi sunt unusquisque 
in domum suam. Jesus autem 


perrexit in montem  Oliveti. 
Et diluculo iterum venit in 


templum, et omnis populus venit 


ad eum, et sedens docebat eos. 
Adducunt autem scribee et Phar- 
isei mulierem in  adulterio 
deprehensam, et statuerunt eam 
in medio, Et dixerunt ei: 
Magister, hec mulier modo de- 
prehensa est in adulterio. In 
lege autem Moyses mandavit 
nobis hujusmodi lapidare. Tu 
ergo quid dicis? Hee autem 
dicebant temtantes eum, ut pos- 
sent accusare eum. Jesus autem 
inclinans se deorsum digito scri- 
bebat in terra. Quum ergo 
perseverarent interrogantes eum, 
erexit se et dixit eis: Qui sine 
peccato est vestrum, primus in 
illam lapidem mittat. Et ite- 
rum se inclinans scribebat in 
terra. Audientes autem unus 
post unum exiebant, incipientes 
a senioribus, et remansit solus, et 
mulier in medio stans. Erigens 
autem se Jesus dixit ei: Mulier, 
ubi sunt ? nemo te condemnavit ? 
Que dixit: Nemo, Domine. 
Dixit autem Jesus: Nec ego 
te condemnabo ; vade et amplius 
jam noli peccare. 
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beginning from the elders: and Jesus was left alone, 

wand the woman, being in the midst. And Jesus lifted 
up himself, and said to her, Woman, where are 
uthey? did no one condemn thee? And she said, No 
one, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn 
thee: go thy way; from henceforth sin no more.] 
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Rabbi, i. 104 ' 

Reclining at meals, Jewish mode 
of, ii. 155 

Resurrection, St. John’s record. 
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tapacow, ii. 97, 124, 154 
Texvia, ll, 362 

téexvov, i. 17; i. 18 
reXeow, 1. 1653; ii. 257, 315 
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Cyryors, i. 126 
4 Coy, ii. 170 


Printed by Hazell, Watson & Viney, Ld,, London and Aylesbury. 











ary 


‘ 

% 

it 

i tng 
i 





DATE DUE 


| 





c Demco, Inc. 38-293 





BS2615 .W526 v.2 
The Gospel according to St. John; the 


wi 


1 1012 00155 6762 | 





